Subject: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Deej [1] on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 18:19:52 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on the NY
times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from happening.
I'm sure my rights have been violated somehow.

Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all these
relavent audio posts and all.

There goes the neighborhood.....

,0)

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by TCB on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 18:29:25 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Correction, _one__terrorist plot foiled. I'm sure there are plenty more already
well into the R&D phase.

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on the
NY

>times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from happening.
>I'm sure my rights have been violated somehow.

>

>Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all these
>relavent audio posts and all.

>

>There goes the neighborhood.....

>

>:0)

>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Deej [1] on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 18:55:36 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Well, OK then,....... it was a multiplane plot. Anyway, I'm sure you're
right. I'm wondering what day the suicide bombers have decided to show up at
the shopping malls.
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"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote in message news:44db7b05$1@linux...
>

> Correction, _one_ terrorist plot foiled. I'm sure there are plenty more
already

> well into the R&D phase.

>

> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

> >We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on the
> NY

> >times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from happening.
> >I'm sure my rights have been violated somehow.

> >

> >Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all

these

> >relavent audio posts and all.

> >

> >There goes the neighborhood.....

> >

> >:0)

> >

> >

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by LaMont on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 19:16:30 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

??7? You lost me man.. DJ, just turn off the TV. It sweeps week.. The Isreali/hezbolla
war was getting low-ratings. Now, we have to be bored to death with terrorist
plots.....Until, the new Fall line up come out at end this month..

I'm not bitting on anymore scare tactics..yep, that's it.. Turn off

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on the
NY

>times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from happening.
>|'m sure my rights have been violated somehow.

>

>Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all these
>relavent audio posts and all.

>

>There goes the neighborhood.....

>

>:0)
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Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Deej [1] on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 19:20:15 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| can't.....the TV has imbedded itself in my forehead like an ingrown
toenail. I'm doomed.

"LaMont Davis" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote in message
news:44db860e$1@linux...

>

> ??? You lost me man.. DJ, just turn off the TV. It sweeps week.. The
Isreali/hezbolla

> war was getting low-ratings. Now, we have to be bored to death with
terrorist

> plots.....Until, the new Fall line up come out at end this month..

>

> |'m not bitting on anymore scare tactics..yep, that's it..Turn off

>

> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

> >\We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on the
> NY

> >times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from happening.
> >|I'm sure my rights have been violated somehow.

> >

> >Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all
these

> >relavent audio posts and all.

> >

> >There goes the neighborhood.....

> >

> >:0)

> >

> >

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by LaMont on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 19:21:23 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Lol ©)
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"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>| can't.....the TV has imbedded itself in my forehead like an ingrown
>toenail. I'm doomed.

>

>

>"LaMont Davis" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote in message
>news:44db860e$1@linux...

>>

>> ??7? You lost me man.. DJ, just turn off the TV. It sweeps week.. The
>|sreali/hezbolla

>> war was getting low-ratings. Now, we have to be bored to death with
>terrorist

>> plots.....Until, the new Fall line up come out at end this month..

>>

>> |'m not bitting on anymore scare tactics..yep, that's it.. Turn off

>>

>>"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>> >We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on
the

>> NY

>> >times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from happening.
>> >|I'm sure my rights have been violated somehow.

>> >

>> >Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all
>these

>> >relavent audio posts and all.

>> >

>> >There goes the neighborhood.....

>> >

>> >:0)

>> >

>> >

>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by DC on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 19:26:41 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

---=_linux44db8871
Content-Type: text/plain
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
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"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:
>| can't.....the TV has imbedded itself in my forehead like an ingrown
>toenail. I'm doomed.

There's a fix for that...

BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD
BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD
BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD
BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD
---=_linux44db8871

Content-Type: image/jpeg; name="KTI71708.jpg"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

Content-Disposition: attachment; filename="KTI71708.jpg"

19j/AAAQSKZIRgABAQEASABIAAD/7QtMUGhvdG9zaG9wIDMuMAA4QKINA+0A
AAAAABAASAAAAAEAAQBIAAAAAQABOEJITQQNAAAAAAAEAAAAeDhCSUODSWAA
AAAACAAAAAAAAAAAOEJITQQKAAAAAAABAAALAQKINIXAAAAAAAAOAAQAAAAAA
AAACOEJITQP1AAAAAABIACIMZgABAGXMZgAGAAAAAAABACIMZgABAKGZmMgAG
AAAAAAABADIAAAABAFOAAAAGAAAAAAABADUAAAABACOAAAAGAAAAAAABOEJ]
TQP4AAAAAABWAAD/ITTTTIIIIIIIA+gAAAAA/TTTTIT

T WP O AAAAAPRITITTTTTTTTTTTTTTITTIIIIIIIBD
SAAAAAD/IHTTTTIIIIIIIA+gAADhCSUOECAAAAAAAEAAA
AAEAAAIJAAAACQAAAAAALQKINBBQAAAAAAAQAAAADOEJITQQMAAAAAAMBAAAA
AQAAAHAAAABWAAABUAAAKWAAAAMQABOAATY/+AAEEpPGSUYAAQIBAEgASAAA
[+4ADKFkb2JIAGSAAAAAAT/bAIQADAQICAKIDAKIDBELCgSRFQ8MDASVGBMT

FRMTGBEMDAwWMDAwWRDAwWMDAWMDAwWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAENCwsN
Dg0QDg4QFA40DhQUDg40DhQRDAWMDAWREQWMDAWMDBEMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWM
DAWMDAWMDAwWMDAWMDAWM/S8AAEQ9ACABWAWEIAAIRAQMRAT/AAAQAB//EAT8A
AAEFAQEBAQEBAAAAAAAAAAMAAQIEBQYHCAKKCWEAAQUBAQEBAQEAAAAAAAAA
AQACAWQFBgcICQoLEAABBAEDAgQCBQcGCAUDDDMBAAIRAWQNEJEFQVFhEyYJX
gTIGFJIGhsUIjJBVSWWIZNHKCOUMHJZJT8OHXY3M1FgKygyZEK1RKRcKjdDY X SfpuyXtprbi3/v/wA9+YjWIIF60H1z6p9a6h1L
GdX10gY2ZWxIr6hMsZabPs9Vu7d+mbRXU+zf7/0vvpqs31reWfOfouNOmI9d
NIt9lpDrb73B9jyBtl72tZ/X+j/OPsWggISSSSSIJJIJIKUKkkkpSSSSSn//Q
7n6wfWajpZGHINGV1W5pdVjTDWNHOVmM2f9p8Sv8APd+f/gl5P9eOsOWzut04
NWraSzDcfOVTXtrG5rHb7Kn+r9L+W59tX6Si70fTXXfWDBzum59uL06hz78+
197swnc/a529n6Sx3+D+jvi2U4v01/4SyviqzROUcfLxf2c1n2jgGQ1xbkDX
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03H6T6d23bjVvP6a+z9ImfBAA/00R3Kj2DNndPXxmCr14D3vJIfpDh++1zd3vd
+e/ctGrEtuldX+iyGwegxnLHNO9jm8fzbtv5/wCY uod/iBwMXpIFfSiKOoY9
TWve4u9HIe0e92VX7/Tfa/8A7VUs9ej/Alaj9VUeldLzKw31KrMayxpFjrQ3
dWAdIIVG11rX3bm/0j+a9H9Jj+rénqUom1tU9D0PMzcrDIz62sy6HMmM59ZBq
SCONPr4+pc2t+/31WfpKL/Vp/wAH6tmMigGJ6eMwUSAZW36PaFeaZE0JBXSSS
SSpJJIJISKKKkIKSSSSU//9HONqfS8XgeP60ORuaRJrurdssY 79+t//ouzfTh/x2950MD7XD6P2rF3e5+M93/XMaz9Dd/grbumXzRgZ+XgZdOVh2ux8uh26i5s
AsPH53sdWortl1lVn60yte6/Uz644n1mwZIbR1GgD7Viz/wCDOz7nY9n/AlF/
NWIEJeiSSSQU/WD/1PVUKKKIKSSSSUpJJJJISKKKKIKXG/X36gUfWOvT7fg7ae
rINgE6MvaPo03fu2N/wN/wD1uz9H/Ndkkkp+ZMvEycLIldjZdZpurcW2VO+mO
jTOI2fb/AK/ANH6T1fN6RNO5uFYa8ikyw8iPz2Pb+dVY3+dYvafrx9RcT6y4
/IwBooDaeqOtim46NsA/WGRt/M/0dn+B/qfol4bnYuVg5dmLk1Oovoiu6I8Nc
CAA76HOt30mO/P8A5XOBU/QP1T+HWB9ZunDJxyK8qqG5eKTLg3n/AKuUi36VF
3+E/4z1K1uL5q6L1nP6N1CvN6faab6u41awW/n021/wCEo0f8A6P8A9GL3D6mM/
Xfp/InoNemP1OIoORIE8}j/T4zv8ACObv+uU/4b/BPtBCn//VOVSSSSUpJJJJ
SkkkkIKSSSSUpJJJJSIxn+MT6iN+seJ9u6belresY7fZ2J2i9gl+zvd9Ftn/ce
x3/FW/on+pV2aSSn5dLX10fXalzC2Q+t4licDsdp+a+ty7L/ABW9Oz+0ofWXH
yahtxem7rsiONDY 3Vvx6qWva33WX79z9/wDgvVXonXP8Wfla631N3U7/AF8e
+wh17cd4ayxwgb7Gvrt2uclvv9D0f+3Peuh6Z0vp/ScNmDO6huNjV/RrZ4lv
Pc6X2Pd+dZZ70bU//9k4QKINBAYAAAAAAACAAGAAAAEBAP/IDFhJQONfUFJIP
RkIMRQABAQAADEhMaW5vAhAAAG1udHISROIgWFIalAfOAAIACQAGADEAAGF;)jYt
MidxAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
AAAAAAAAAABYWVOgAAAAAAAABLIEAAQAAAAEWZFhZWIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
AAAAWFIalAAAAAAAAG+HAAAL9QAAASBYWVOgAAAAAAAAYpKAALEFAAAY2IhZ
WIAAAAAAAAAKOAAADAQAALLBPZGVZYWAAAAAAAAAWSUVDIGhOdHAGBLY93d3cu
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aWVJLMNoAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAWSUVDIGhOdHAGLY93d3cuaWVjLmNoAAAAAAAA
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAGRICZMA
AAAAAAAALKIFQYA2MTk2NIiOyLJEgRGVmMYXVsdCBSRO0IgY29sb3VyIHNwYWNI
ICOgc1lJHQQAAAAAAAAAAAAAALKIFQYA2MTK2NIOYLJIEGRGVmMY XVsdCBSROIg
Y29sb3VyIHNwYWNIICOgc1JHQgAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABKZXN]
AAAAAAAAACXSZWZIcmVuY2UgVmlild2luzyBDb25kaXRpb24gaW4gSUVDN|ES(ICrAK2ASECywLVAUAC6WL1AWADCWMWAYEDLQM4AOMDTwNaA2YD
cgN+A40DIgOiA64DugPHA9MD4APsSA/KEBgQTBCAELQQ7BEgEVQR|BHEEfgSM
BJOEgAS2BMQEOwWThBPAE/QUNBRWFKwUG6BUKFWAVNBXcFhgWWBaYFtQXFBdUF
5QX2BgYGFgYnBjcGSAZZBmoGewaMBpOGrwbABtEG4wb1BwcHGQcrBzOHTwdh
B3QHhgezB6wHvwWiSB+UH+AgLCB8IMghGCFolbgiCCJYIqgi+CNII5wj7CRAJ
JQk6CUBJIZAISCY8IpAmM6Cc8I5Qn7ChEKJIW09CIQKagqBCpgKrgrFCtwK8wsL
CylLOQtRC2kLgAuYC7ALYAvhC/kMEgwgDEMMXAXx1DI4MpwzADNKM8wWONDSYN
QA1aDXQNjg2pDcMN3g34DhMOLg5JDmMQOfwebDrYO0g7uDwkPJQ9BD14Peg+W
D7MPzw/sEAKQIJnBDEGEQfhCbELKQ1XD1ERMRMRFPEWOR]BGQECKR6BIHEIYSbDCKMNSsXEjFKMY IxujHyMioyYzKbMtQzDTNGM38zuDPXNCs0ZTSeNNglEzVN
NYclwjX9Njc2cjauNuk3JDdgN5w31zgUOFA4|DjIOQU5SQIjI/Obw5+To20nQ6
sjrvOy07azuqO+g8JzxIPKQ84z0iPWE90T3gPiA+YD6gPUA/ITONP6I/4KA]
QGRApPkDNQSIBakGsQe5CMEJyQrvVC90M6Q31DWEQDREJEIKTORRIFVUWaRA5G
IkZNRgtG8EC1R3tHWEQFSELtIkUJXSR1JYOmMpSfBKNOp9SSRLDETS5pL4kwq
THIMukOCTUpNKO3cTiVObk63TwBPSU+TT91QJ1BXxULtRBIFQUZtR5IIXUNXS
xIMTU19TqgIP2VEJUj1TbVShVdVXCVg9WXFapVvdXRFeSV+BYL1hOWMLtZGlIp
WbhaB1lpWWqgZa9VtFW5Vb5Vw1XIZc1llonXXhdyV4aXmxevV8PX2Ffs2AFYFdg
gmD8YU9homH1YKIINGLWYON]jI2PrZEBKIGTpZT1llkmXnZjlmkmboZz1nk2fp
aD9olmjsaUNpmmnxakhqn2r3a09rp2v/bFdsr201bWBtuW4SbmtuxG8eb3hv
0XArclZw4HE6¢cZVXx8HJILcqZzAXNdc7hOFHRwdMx1KHWFdeF2Pnabdvh3Vnez
eBF4bnjMeSp5iXnnekZ6pXsEe2N7wnwhflF84X1BfaF+AX5ifsJ/I3+Ef+WA
R4CogQgBa4HNgjCCkoL0gleDuoQdhIiCE44VHhauGDoZyhteHO4efiASlaYjO
iTOIJmYn+imSKyoswi5aL/IxjjMgNMY2Y|f+OZo70jzaPnpAGkG6Q1pE/kaiS
EZJ6kuOTTZO2ICCUipTOIV+VyZYOlp+XCpd1ll+CYTJi4mSSZkIJn8mmialZtC
m6+cHJyJnPedZJ3SnkCerp8dn4uf+gBpoNihR6G2oiailgMGo3aj5gRWpMel
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OKWpphgmi6b9p26n4KhSgMSpN6mpghyqgj6sCg3Wr6axcrNCtRK24ri2uoa8W
rAuwALB1sOgxYLHWskuywrM4s660JbSctRO1irYBtnm28Ldot+C4WhjRuUq5
wro7urW7LrunvCG8m70VvY++Cr6Evv+/er/IWHDA7MFnwePCX8Lbw1lD1MRR
XM7FES8XIxkbGw8dBx7/IPci8yTrJucodyrfLNsu2zDXMtc01zbXONs62zzfP
UNASOLrRPNG+0j/SwdNE08bUSdTL1U7VOdZV1tjXXNfg2GTY6NIs2fHadtr7
24DcBdyK3RDdIt4c3qLfKd+v4DbgveFE4cziU+Lb42Pj6+Rz5PzIhOYN5pbn
H+ep6DLovOIG6dDgW+rl63Dr++yG7RHtnO407rTvQO/M8Fjw5fFy8flyjPMZ
86fONPTC9VD13vZt9vv3ivgZ+Kj50PnH+If65/t3/Af8mPOp/br+S/7¢c/23/
IIlUAASBZG9iZQBkgAAAAAH/I2WCEAAgGBgYGBggGBggMCACIDA4KCAgKDhAN

DQ4NDRARDAWMDAWMEQwWMDAwWMDAWMDAwWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWBCQgI
CQo0JCwWkJICw4LDQsOEQ40ODg4REQWMDAWMEREMDAWMDAWRDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWM
DAWMDAwWMDAwWMDAWMDAwWMDP/AABEIAMgAYAMBIgACEQEDEQH/3QAEAA3/XAGI
AAAABWEBAQEBAAAAAAAAAAAEBQMCBgEABwWgJCgsBAAICAWEBAQEBAAAAAAAA
AAEAAgMEBQYHCAKKCXAAAgEDAWIEAgYHAWQCBgJzAQIDEQQABSESMUFRBIhNhO
INGBFDKR0oQcVsUIjwVLRATMWYVvAkcoLxJUMOU5KismNzwjVEJ50jszYXVGRO
wILICCaDCQoYGYSURUaktFbTVSga8uPzxNTk9GV1hzZWIitcXV5fVmdoaWprbG
1ub2N0dXZ3eHI6e3x9fn9zhIWGh4iJiouM|Y6PgpOUIZaXmJImam5ydnp+So6|+TpxbQQE
tPqRpxop3KlgV4/5P7e AfOev6/511W70WEGwW0OuzkaOYIuNSnwi6jjx/ycjlz
gFn5ZgigjjuzRqHFu6kmV/2ZrnrxiX7cUDfa+H1Ph+2Ab5MiK582B+bdT8w3
szj\WbmSdgY1czOzuCFPAfGAfTbi7jiP9b48L9P|LWKQNwPtJOBr+1SuG9zpu
gebLye9H7y6k5SzTuRX0APIKY/CvwrxT7P8Ak4VabpGrzalHounRmTUJWEaQ
gNmalafGB8P+X9nj8f2MnYYHdk1nCqwgUVRIwBkao+2enw9Ps/FOnBMbSuwW
nFAagHcVO29a4L1LRNf8sejb+ZrP6n6xpBdoRJayPSo0j9YFhHLXH93L9vFoY
1HagplG4P39t8ShTSz+sKUAJJ3UodwSagR+0GX7StnR/y71bWNCeO0OLWBJIPp
9+zrpl2lyFRwV/0eQqPTi6n0l+FeHwliemkeE+h6Zbi3mvrpxFbRD4iepJHwW
qij7THI9NjkwOCC4nulLm5ZvQt9raNwRudubLWngEf8Bka3W30GbE032AY+wP
8DIiuLIG3Zs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFX/9KZ
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/mNpU2nl9c0+FZHnogL/AGIbk0VJeH2C8g+GP1Ph9f8Ay3jzjunaDf6zcyS3
TskaHIc3UpLFfduR5ySN+yn2mfPVFlawXttLaXSCSCZSkiHup2PTfOVeYPJ/
MXTJIWNMh/S+IF6wLGwS5gJ6+qj0jmX/i5P3n88f7boU2xopa2dsttaRejaLQ
mMmOvxyMP92zH9omnwpThHkz8i+SCuqw+bdQi9G4hRksll/eFZFZGZ/BeLnjty
/IwCN1/J3ke69Qavs5midydbbTWIYlal5zcSUZv5Y68M6NOXWKLgONWOrWuU+na
IAtzaXClJoXFQQfxVh+yy/EjfZzj8v5ean5f1oWUFPgmMh3FTZXEXFpYOIJF
vc8jH8P7Mc/2f5/8jtWbFXmem6NcXFyGv4aWtl 7b41rKolT3LrUPI3837P7GS FJApXkONeKnkv
x0efJW5c4ZEX4P3rSRGXlaznWRp4IMSiQ/vmVIZ1BISok+Itx+DI+3/ff7sy
f6hYR3cZIA9QD/gvY4Uw/uQIOPELSIHhTITER3HkxN8k2SUlecRAYU204l/I
b/mrBUciyLUVBH2I0xB98J0dozUYKF3FEjTO4VUBaRmIFAuU5JJ/ZyZ Clmtkx
zZBvVLH5peXvM2t3ehQt6NxC7LZyswMdOogniWiPw/vK7+I+1H8a03x8JzkGbs
2bNirs2bNirs2bNirs2bNirs2bNir//NV7/mzZsVdmzZsVdmzZsVdmzZsVdmz
ZsVdgG/svW/TRCkq9fcYOzYqgxqW6t4YnedcRhASzMaAU3J/DOD/mMN+Z8msGT
RNCk4abThcXl2aY/tin8sX/Jz/UyZ/nrpnmZbRNROyZzojjjfwxCjRv/ADSM
tCOEg/m+zL9r+8jzzuagGnfJWgCIWC6entpkmgkaOWNg8UIEqyspqgGVhShB3G
eivyv/OGPWDD5f8ANUqgxakaR2eoNRUuUDOEU3RUuD+w32J/sfDLw9fzd XvO8M
eknGhBpil945s4f+VX5wLcrD5b81z0mFI7LUSW+34RXLt+3+ykx+3/uz4/jf
UGRV2bNmMxV2bNmxV2bNmxV2bNmxV/9bv+bNmxV2bNmxV2bNmxV2bNmxV2bNm
XV2bNmMxVZNDFcQyWS86LLDKpSWNwGVIYcWVIOzKwzy9+bP5ZS+Urw6xpEbPoN
yx9zbSMSfRen+6f98yf88n+P4pvUmIXtlaajaTWN9ICtxa3CmOaGQVVIPY4qq
+EWGA4J7thIGIKHvO0zoX5n/IrdeSb/wCsWwe40S7Yi0uiKmMgcjBOygKsv++/
9/R/6sqx890Rv37ZJVRH4KEbdtt/bO6/IL+bDW/0eWPM8/K3JWLTh9yP3XRI
7eVv98/77Ib+6+w/7n+540pYbjbFonAKjoKCh367dMUPu/rmzgf5 T/mwLX0P
K/meb/R907DUZCKRACIQTt/vromOT/df2X/df3XIMIRSXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2
bFX/1+/552bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFUJgemWOs6fca
XqcC3FndJwmifoR1BH8rKw506/Ej/GnxZ5M/Mb8ur7yLqdAWUNJUSTY 3pHO+
JKR8Kz0oP+RIi/VE/bjj9fYALINRIO1/TZ9KIWAT2lwKOh2II+y6N1ROPxKwwgq
+GWFBQdT4jwzL1gNg9ae+TLz/wCQdS8jaobedTcafPU2N600siDqrjfhinL4
1/2X2ch/whRuQ1TsemFVRJIKUoaU6exzvX5Q/mozPB5S8yTVrISPS7+Q99¢gtrK
x/AGF/8Anl/vwOAKKAqOVIVOO2KIWASEOPSIfDVIr7vzZxT80/zXF96HITzN
NS8FI9NV5CKSgUVbaZj/ALu/3zKf7/8 Au3/fcPX7XkVdmzZsVdmzZsV{/9Dv
+bNmMxV2bNmxV2bNmxV2bNmxV2bNmxV2bNmxV2bNmxV2bNmxVLNf8v6X5mOub
SNXhE1rLQ+D04+zJG/VHXx/2P2M8mefPIOg+RtTNtd1msZgmzv1WiSgNyKVP
CRP242/4ZM9jY X630mmeYtNmMOnNV4FuLScUZT1U/syRt1SRP2XXCCr4bLUGVr
Xc/TWWBtUbeJ+eTj8wvy61PyReFCn1jSpmLWeoqNyOvpTU2WZFH+q/8AeJ+3
wgoG4UDk3QAdak9NsKgsb8dy3gffueuekvyj/NMa9FF5b8xTj9LxjjZ3chA+
tKP2HP8AY0J/yWX/Als+350JPLw8fc4vBcPbSpJC5ikjYPHMpKsrA8gQw+Ja
NjSvu7NnJ/yr/NiLzZLFFoXmGRYtaUBYLgOVLoDp7C5/mT/dn7H8mdYyKuzZs
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2Kv/0e/552bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bF
UFg2k6frmnz6XgkC3FpcKVkjb8GUIVAf2WXPKX5k/I1zf+Rr80Q110ly5Fne0
0RT4jBPx+FJIv+FmX95F/u2KL11gLVtJO/XNOuUNK1WBbmyuV4TQv0I6ggjdXV
hyR1+JH+JcIKvhSTZmZSSCTQngfnTLBGNXSgoSANG6ZNPzF/L/UPIWrGL459L
uCWO0+9I+0vX0pSoCC4T9gn2/7xP5UhNew2JPXuB9GFVeCZ0dWRirgagémh5V
203Smeh/yx/OVL70dA83zBLvZLTVHoqydhHc/wAsvZZvsyf7t4yfHL5zQLxJ
G9B8QO1P64vD8QgGVFUOgSB/mMMaVv94Zs4f8Akb5510/uZPKGpz/WA4YLcz2Fw
5YYIEZQ8BLLWSP8Aefu+TfufSONOUPpelsFbOr//0u/5s2bFXZs2bFXZs2bF
XZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFXZs2bFUr8w+X9L80aTcaNq8P
g2twKVFA8bO0+CWJiDwlj/Yb/AI0zx7508n6Nn511yXSL8epH9uOugCENhP2HX
+Vv2ZES5fusP5vtv7WyJfmF51s/POgyWEgWPUbcNLpIOdjHNT7LMAWOGWirL/
ALF/txphBV8arVKsp4sN+9d9qDb3zclrUjY dviw75JL/APL7zrptz9VutDvD
ITXHpwWVKjHXESQKjb786Z+XVv5FXs08Wq+c4/glrGeSaXUGSWm49ZkJEUf+Ry
IVv2vSwgmv8Azj95SnhhuvOF6hQXStaberDexhgZpgT+yzré6a/6j5s7dBBDa
wx21tGsUEKhIokAVVVRRVVROAGbBav8A/9Pv+bPAGbFX3/mzwBmxV9/5s8AZ
sVif+bPAGbFX3/mzwBmxV9/5s8AZsVf+bPAGbFX3/mzwBmxV9/5s8AZsVff
+bPAGDbFX3/mzwBmxV9/5s8AZsV{f+bPAGbFX/9k=

---=_linux44db8871--

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by TCB on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 19:50:43 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'd say sooner now, precisely because the kind of thing the UK folks were
doing apparently is getting harder. If you harden one set of targets eventually
theyll switch to softer targets.

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>Well, OK then,....... it was a multiplane plot. Anyway, I'm sure you're

>right. I'm wondering what day the suicide bombers have decided to show up
at

>the shopping malls.

>

>

>

>"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote in message news:44db7b05$1@linux...
>>

>> Correction, _one__ terrorist plot foiled. I'm sure there are plenty more
>already

>> well into the R&D phase.

>>

>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>> >We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on
the

>> NY

>> >times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from happening.
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>> >|'m sure my rights have been violated somehow.
>> >

>> >Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all
>these

>> >relavent audio posts and all.

>> >

>> >There goes the neighborhood.....

>> >

>> >:0)

>> >

>> >

>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Deegj [1] on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 20:32:56 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| haven't heard much from my old cronies, the Democrats. I'm sure that once
a bunch of polls have been done and it's safe to know what to think, Howard
Dean will pop up and say something stupid.

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.org> wrote in message news:44db8871$1@linux...
>

> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

> >| can't.....the TV has imbedded itself in my forehead like an ingrown
> >toenail. I'm doomed.

>

>

> There's a fix for that...

>

> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Dubya Mark Wilson on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 20:44:56 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| think another one of those Jerry Clower styled "hawwwwws" would be
perfect.
DubyaMW
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"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
news:44db9814@linux...

>| haven't heard much from my old cronies, the Democrats. I'm sure that once
> a bunch of polls have been done and it's safe to know what to think,

> Howard

> Dean will pop up and say something stupid.

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by DC on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 21:07:57 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Actually, we heard loud and clear from the dems last night when
they kicked out a good man in exchange for a preppy dilettante
who won't dare argue with Dean and the MoveOn/Kos crowd who
have taken over their party.

Here's a good piece, from the left, no less, on what that situation
may add up to.

http://www.slate.com/id/2147395

| am not afraid of a democrat administration "waging peace”, | am
very afraid of their foolishness and appeasement backing all of us
in a corner until there is no other option but massive, quite possibly
nuclear, war.

There is no negotiation with these jihadi ghouls. There is only
slavery or victory. | choose victory.

DC

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>| haven't heard much from my old cronies, the Democrats. I'm sure that once
>a bunch of polls have been done and it's safe to know what to think, Howard
>Dean will pop up and say something stupid.

>

>"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.org> wrote in message news:44db8871$1@linux...
>>

>>"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>> >| can't.....the TV has imbedded itself in my forehead like an ingrown

>> >toenail. I'm doomed.

>>

>>

>> There's a fix for that...
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>>

>> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD
>> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD
>> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD
>> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD
>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Carl Amburn on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 23:26:31 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

That is the most annoying commercial ever...... it actually makes me trigger
paranoid to punch that remote.

-Carl

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.org> wrote in message news:44db8871$1@linux...
>

> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

> >| can't.....the TV has imbedded itself in my forehead like an ingrown
> >toenail. I'm doomed.

>

>

> There's a fix for that...

>

> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by DC on Thu, 10 Aug 2006 23:27:55 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

yeah, it makes me really remember that product.
Remember to never ever ever buy it...
DC

"Carl Amburn" <carlamburn@hotNOSPAMmail.com> wrote:
>That is the most annoying commercial ever...... it actually makes me trigger
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>paranoid to punch that remote.

>

>-Carl

>

>

>"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.org> wrote in message news:44db8871$1@linux...
>>

>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>> >| can't.....the TV has imbedded itself in my forehead like an ingrown
>> >toenail. I'm doomed.

>>

>>

>> There's a fix for that...

>>

>> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

>> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

>> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

>> BALLPEEN! APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE FOREHEAD

>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by rick on Fri, 11 Aug 2006 09:38:37 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

how the hell did you get an ingrown toenail in your head???
oH....ewww.....okay, i admire your flexibility but the image now in my
head is causing me great discomfort...

On Thu, 10 Aug 2006 13:20:15 -0600, "DJ"
<animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>| can't.....the TV has imbedded itself in my forehead like an ingrown
>toenail. I'm doomed.

>

>

>"LaMont Davis" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote in message
>news:44db860e$1@linux...

>>

>> ??7? You lost me man.. DJ, just turn off the TV. It sweeps week.. The
>|sreali/hezbolla

>> war was getting low-ratings. Now, we have to be bored to death with
>terrorist

>> plots.....Until, the new Fall line up come out at end this month..

>>

>> |'m not bitting on anymore scare tactics..yep, that's it..Turn off
>>
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>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>> >We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on the
>> NY

>> >times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from happening.
>> >|I'm sure my rights have been violated somehow.

>> >

>> >Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all

>these

>> >relavent audio posts and all.

>> >

>> >There goes the neighborhood.....

>> >

>> >:0)

>> >

>> >

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Sarah on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 05:48:19 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!? Weren't they
foiled because Freedom is on the March in Iraq? Aren't we fighting "them"
there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police could

never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right? How does
this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists in
the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in England, but
those are the last ones. Really.

Sarah

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
news:44db78dd@linux...

> We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on the
> NY

> times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from happening.

> |I'm sure my rights have been violated somehow.

>

> Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all these

> relavent audio posts and all.

>

> There goes the neighborhood.....
>

>:0)
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Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Deej [1] on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 05:59:10 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists in
> the world.

Well, | guess if that's what you believed foiled these attacks then why are
you asking why they were foiled?
I'm not so sure it was Jesus personally, but | guess, if you say so.

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message news:44e00d42$1@linux...
> How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!? Weren't they
> foiled because Freedom is on the March in Irag? Aren't we fighting "them"
> there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police could

> never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right? How does

> this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists in

> the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in England,

but

> those are the last ones. Really.

>

> Sarah

>

>

> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message

> news:44db78dd@linux...

> > We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on
the

>>NY

> > times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from
happening.

> > I'm sure my rights have been violated somehow.

> >

> > Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all

these

> > relavent audio posts and all.

> >

> > There goes the neighborhood.....

> >

> > :0)

> >

> >
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Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Sarah on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 11:11:56 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| didn't ask why they were foiled, silly. You said, "we need to know

exactly how these plots were foiled,” so | was just repeating that and
offering up an answer that I, of course, do not believe at all. | was

merely making fun of those people who apparently do believe these things,
and attempting to satirically point out the particular absurdity of the
"fighting them there so we don't have to fight them here," justification for
Irag. | don't actually have "my own personal Jesus," but somehow | just
don't think he would approve of all the "collateral damage."

Perhaps you knew | was being "tongue in cheek," and you were too and | just
missed the subtlety. :)

Shalom,
Sarah J. Burke, RN

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
news:44e01125%$1@linux...

> Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's

>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists in
>> the world.

>

> Well, | guess if that's what you believed foiled these attacks then why

> are

> you asking why they were foiled?

> |I'm not so sure it was Jesus personally, but | guess, if you say so.

>

> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message

> news:44e00d42$1@linux...

>> How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!? Weren't
>> they

>> foiled because Freedom is on the March in Iraq? Aren't we fighting

>> "them"

>> there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police could
>> never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right? How does
>> this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists in
>> the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in England,
> but

>> those are the last ones. Really.
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>>
>> Sarah

>>

>>

>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
>> news:44db78dd@linux...

>> > We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending on
> the

>> > NY

>> > times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from
> happening.

>> > |'m sure my rights have been violated somehow.

>> >

>> > Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all
> these

>> > relavent audio posts and all.

>> >

>> > There goes the neighborhood.....

>> >

>> > :0)

>> >

>> >

>>

>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by dc[3] on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 18:09:01 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Sarah,

Well, | suspect there are all sorts of things in our world that Jesus
disapproves of, including slavery, female circumciscion,

sharia, burga's, the deliberate targeting of civilians, and
Islamofascism in general. (Oh, and not to mention those who don't
believe in him, attributing positions to him to make political points)

But there is certainly lots of guilt to go around isn't there?
That's why Christians believe these to be the last days of earth's
history. There are no easy answers. Maybe no answers at all,

except to hold fast and warn everyone of what is coming.

Please notice though, that we are not "fighting them here", we
are, quite successfuly *catching* them here, before any fighting
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is needed. Weakening the ghouls and head choppers makes us
safer, it is clear. Give them ground, and they use the ground for
more attacks. Appease them and you get more of the same.
This is not disputable.

Just take them at their own words. They clearly see your version
of "peace" as weakness and an opportunity to kill more of us.

Yet, it is really hard to take a purely right wing position, | know. |
DO NOT trust our gummint one little bit. Too many soldiers died

in Vietnam for no reason to do that. Venal, cowardly, and amoral
leaders are responsible for the deaths of too many great young men
and women to trust them. (Bill Clinton was no better than

Nixon and Johnson BTW, just read "Blackhawk Down") At least

W is commited to victory.

The only thing even worse than blind patriotism is the insanity being
peddled by the left.

And as a Christian | admit to the strong possibility of a time in the
near future, when there is no difference, morally, between the
right and left whatsoever.

And then shall the end come.

DC

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.om> wrote:

>| didn't ask why they were foiled, silly. You said, "we need to know
>exactly how these plots were foiled,” so | was just repeating that and
>offering up an answer that I, of course, do not believe at all. | was
>merely making fun of those people who apparently do believe these things,

>and attempting to satirically point out the particular absurdity of the
>"fighting them there so we don't have to fight them here," justification
fj:aq. | don't actually have "my own personal Jesus," but somehow | just
>don't think he would approve of all the "collateral damage."

>

>Perhaps you knew | was being "tongue in cheek," and you were too and | just

>missed the subtlety. :)
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>

>Shalom,

>

>Sarah J. Burke, RN

>

>"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
>news:44e011253%1@linux...

>> Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's

>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists
in

>>> the world.

>>

>> Well, | guess if that's what you believed foiled these attacks then why

>> are

>> you asking why they were foiled?

>> |'m not so sure it was Jesus personally, but | guess, if you say so.

>>

>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message

>> news:44e00d42$1@linux...

>>> How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!? Weren't

>>> they

>>> foiled because Freedom is on the March in Irag? Aren't we fighting
>>> "them"

>>> there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police could
>>> never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right? How
does

>>> this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists
in

>>> the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in England,
>> put

>>> those are the last ones. Really.

>>>

>>> Sarah

>>>

>>>

>>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message

>>> news:44db78dd@linux...

>>> > We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending
on

>> the

>>> > NY

>>> > times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from

>> happening.

>>> > |'m sure my rights have been violated somehow.

>>> >
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>>> > Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all
>> these

>>> > relavent audio posts and all.
>>> >

>>> > There goes the neighborhood.....
>>> >

>>> > ;0)

>>> >

>>> >

>>>

>>>

>>

>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by LaMont on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 18:46:43 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

As a believeing Christian,
why should we do "Anything at to save oursleves form the inevitable"??
If Jesus is soon to return, then why are so worried about the end times??

We are to pray and help those who are not saved, to get saved..

Jesus goes on record to say that " No one but the Father(God) knows the end
of time(earth), to be ready (Spiritualy) when he (Jesus) comes..

He aslo states, "There will be wars AND Rumors of wars, daughters against
mothers, sons against fathers, nations against nations..But "FEAR Not"..

It seems that we (Christians) are fearing for the Jesus return instead of
Celebrating his coming..
We(Christians) need to read the test again..

Oh yeah, Jesus also goes on record to say "Love they Enemies"..| know, what
a hard thing to do, but we took an "Oath of Faith " to follow his (Jesus)
teachings. So, we are not to only pick out his commandments that suits or

fit us depending on the situation. LAD

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

>

>Hi Sarah,

>

>Well, | suspect there are all sorts of things in our world that Jesus
>disapproves of, including slavery, female circumciscion,

>sharia, burga's, the deliberate targeting of civilians, and
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>|slamofascism in general. (Oh, and not to mention those who don't
>believe in him, attributing positions to him to make political points)
>

>But there is certainly lots of guilt to go around isn't there?

>

>That's why Christians believe these to be the last days of earth's
>history. There are no easy answers. Maybe no answers at all,
>except to hold fast and warn everyone of what is coming.

>

>Please notice though, that we are not "fighting them here", we
>are, quite successfuly *catching* them here, before any fighting
>is needed. Weakening the ghouls and head choppers makes us
>safer, it is clear. Give them ground, and they use the ground for
>more attacks. Appease them and you get more of the same.
>This is not disputable.

>Just take them at their own words. They clearly see your version
>of "peace"” as weakness and an opportunity to kill more of us.

>

>Yet, it is really hard to take a purely right wing position, | know. |
>DO NOT trust our gummint one little bit. Too many soldiers died
>in Vietnam for no reason to do that. Venal, cowardly, and amoral
>leaders are responsible for the deaths of too many great young men
>and women to trust them. (Bill Clinton was no better than
>Nixon and Johnson BTW, just read "Blackhawk Down") At least
>W is commited to victory.

>

>

>The only thing even worse than blind patriotism is the insanity being
>peddled by the left.

>

>And as a Christian | admit to the strong possibility of a time in the
>near future, when there is no difference, morally, between the
>right and left whatsoever.

>

>And then shall the end come.

>"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.om> wrote:
>>| didn't ask why they were foiled, silly. You said, "we need to know
>>exactly how these plots were foiled," so | was just repeating that and

>>offering up an answer that I, of course, do not believe at all. |1 was
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>>merely making fun of those people who apparently do believe these things,
>

>>and attempting to satirically point out the particular absurdity of the

>

>>"fighting them there so we don't have to fight them here," justification
>for

>>Iraq. | don't actually have "my own personal Jesus," but somehow | just
>

>>don't think he would approve of all the "collateral damage."

>>

>>Perhaps you knew | was being "tongue in cheek," and you were too and |
just

>

>>missed the subtlety. :)

>>

>>Shalom,

>>

>>Sarah J. Burke, RN

>>

>>"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
>>news:44e01125%$1@linux...

>>> Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's

>>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists
>in

>>>> the world.

>>>

>>> Well, | guess if that's what you believed foiled these attacks then why
>

>>> are

>>> you asking why they were foiled?

>>> |'m not so sure it was Jesus personally, but | guess, if you say so.

>>>

>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message

>>> news:44e00d423$1@linux...

>>>> How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!? Weren't
>

>>>> they

>>>> foiled because Freedom is on the March in Iraq? Aren't we fighting

>>>> "them"

>>>> there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police could

>>>> never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right? How

>does

>>>> this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
>>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists

>in

>>>> the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in England,

>>> put
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>>>> those are the last ones. Really.

>>>>

>>>> Sarah

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
>>>> news:44db78dd@linux...

>>>> > \We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending
>on

>>> the

>>>> > NY

>>>> > times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from
>>> happening.

>>>> > |'m sure my rights have been violated somehow.

>>>> >

>>>> > Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with all
>>> these

>>>> > relavent audio posts and all.

>>>> >

>>>> > There goes the neighborhood.....

>>>> >

>>>> > ;0)

>>>> >

>>>> >

>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>>>

>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by dc[3] on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 20:36:11 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Good points LaMont.

One thing to be clear on is that Jesus never said anything about
nations loving their enemies, only individuals. He also never defined
loving your enemies as letting them murder your family, nor turning
the other cheek as giving the rapist the other daughter.

Despite all that, you are right. Itis likely that we will have to stop
supporting any government at some point and concentrate on our
mission. Maybe that point has come, but | am not ready to cede the
west to the jihadis as long as | believe our governement to be
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trustworthy. | am not sure they are not trustworthy yet.
best,

DC

"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>

>As a believeing Christian,

>why should we do "Anything at to save oursleves form the inevitable"??
>|f Jesus is soon to return, then why are so worried about the end times??
>

>We are to pray and help those who are not saved, to get saved..

>Jesus goes on record to say that " No one but the Father(God) knows the
end

>of time(earth), to be ready (Spiritualy) when he (Jesus) comes..

>He aslo states, "There will be wars AND Rumors of wars, daughters against
>mothers, sons against fathers, nations against nations..But "FEAR Not"..
>

>|t seems that we (Christians) are fearing for the Jesus return instead of
>Celebrating his coming..

>We(Christians) need to read the test again..

>

>0h yeah, Jesus also goes on record to say "Love they Enemies"..| know, what
>a hard thing to do, but we took an "Oath of Faith " to follow his (Jesus)
>teachings. So, we are not to only pick out his commandments that suits or
>fit us depending on the situation. LAD

>

>

>"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

>>

>>Hi Sarah,

>>

>>\Well, | suspect there are all sorts of things in our world that Jesus
>>disapproves of, including slavery, female circumciscion,

>>sharia, burga'’s, the deliberate targeting of civilians, and
>>|slamofascism in general. (Oh, and not to mention those who don't
>>pelieve in him, attributing positions to him to make political points)

>>

>>But there is certainly lots of guilt to go around isn't there?

>>

>>That's why Christians believe these to be the last days of earth's
>>history. There are no easy answers. Maybe no answers at all,
>>except to hold fast and warn everyone of what is coming.

>>

>>Please notice though, that we are not "fighting them here", we

>>are, quite successfuly *catching* them here, before any fighting
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>>js needed. Weakening the ghouls and head choppers makes us
>>safer, it is clear. Give them ground, and they use the ground for
>>more attacks. Appease them and you get more of the same.
>>This is not disputable.

>>Just take them at their own words. They clearly see your version
>>0f "peace" as weakness and an opportunity to kill more of us.

>>

>>Yet, it is really hard to take a purely right wing position, | know. |
>>DO NOT trust our gummint one little bit. Too many soldiers died
>>in Vietnam for no reason to do that. Venal, cowardly, and amoral
>>|leaders are responsible for the deaths of too many great young men
>>and women to trust them. (Bill Clinton was no better than
>>Nixon and Johnson BTW, just read "Blackhawk Down") At least
>>\W is commited to victory.

>>

>>

>>The only thing even worse than blind patriotism is the insanity being
>>peddled by the left.

>>

>>And as a Christian | admit to the strong possibility of a time in the
>>near future, when there is no difference, morally, between the
>>right and left whatsoever.

>>

>>And then shall the end come.

>>

>>

>>DC

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.om> wrote:

>>>| didn't ask why they were foiled, silly. You said, "we need to know

>>>exactly how these plots were foiled,” so | was just repeating that and

>

>>>offering up an answer that I, of course, do not believe at all. | was

>

>>>merely making fun of those people who apparently do believe these things,
>>

>>>and attempting to satirically point out the particular absurdity of the

>>

>>>"fighting them there so we don't have to fight them here," justification
>>for

>>>|raqg. | don't actually have "my own personal Jesus," but somehow | just
>>

>>>don't think he would approve of all the "collateral damage."

>>>
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>>>Perhaps you knew | was being "tongue in cheek," and you were too and |
>just

>>

>>>missed the subtlety. :)

>>>

>>>Shalom,

>>>

>>>Sarah J. Burke, RN

>>>

>>>"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
>>>news:44e01125%1@linux...

>>>> Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
>>>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists
>>in

>>>>> the world.

>>>>

>>>> Well, | guess if that's what you believed foiled these attacks then

why

>>

>>>> are

>>>> you asking why they were foiled?

>>>> |'m not so sure it was Jesus personally, but | guess, if you say so.
>>>>

>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message

>>>> news:44e00d42$1@linux...

>>>>> How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!? Weren't
>>

>>>>> they

>>>>> foiled because Freedom is on the March in Iraq? Aren't we fighting

>

>>>>> "them"

>>>>> there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police could
>>>>> never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right? How
>>does

>>>>> this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
>>>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists
>>IN

>>>>> the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in England,
>>>> put

>>>>> those are the last ones. Really.

>>>>>

>>>>> Sarah

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
>>>>> news:44db78dd@linux...

>>>>> > \We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending
>>0n
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>>>> the

>>>>> > NY

>>>>> > times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from
>>>> happening.

>>>>> > |'m sure my rights have been violated somehow.
>S>>>> >

>>>>> > Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with
all

>>>> these

>>>>> > relavent audio posts and all.

>S>>>> >

>>>>> > There goes the neighborhood.....

>S>>>> >

>>>>> > ;0)

>S>5>5>> >

>>>>> >

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by LaMont on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 21:04:43 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

DC,
You said: "He also never defined loving your enemies as letting them murder
your family, nor turning"..

If you truly believe your above statement: Then me as an African American(Who's
Great Grandfather was in-slaved) and who's past ancestors were mammed, torturted,
beaten, women repeatedly and brutally raped, hung, castrated, lynched, tared

& feathered ,whipped, & murdered. According to your set uf biblical rules

and interpretation, "African Americans should view all whites(Christians

What kind of life is that for any African American to live, hating Whites.??
Holding on to past generations wrong doings only "kills you" on the inside.
Not forgiving, actually does you more harm than the one doing the evil deeds..

Jesus (God) ways are not Man's evil wicked, divisive ways. Jesus say to turn
the other cheek, because operating under the "Messianic Law" of Eye for and
Eye yield "Nothing" but 10,000 years of silly fighting with no end in sight.
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What happens when a man turns the the proverbial cheek?

Is he the weaker one?? Even if the aggressor keeps hitting you, eventually,
he starts to understand that he cannot break you down" and thus he starts
to honor your calm strength..

Well you say " Our enemies only no one way and that their agression”. Well,
what has that gotten the USA?? Once we gave into their aggression, we now
have "Lowered" our standards" to their level.. Now, who's running who..??

The Late Dr Martin Luther King Jr, used Ghandi's method of change their "Non-Violence"
and it was effective. Some in our race (Islam) wanted to use Force, which

would've only incited a full-out race war. What good would that have done??What
would've been gained if the African American populous would've listened to

the Nation of Islam and gone "Guns Blazing"?? We'd still be killing each

other. Thanks God cooler heads prevailed..

All'in all, God ways are the best way and not Man's way.
LAD..

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

>

>Good points Lamont.

>

>0ne thing to be clear on is that Jesus never said anything about
>nations loving their enemies, only individuals. He also never defined
>loving your enemies as letting them murder your family, nor turning
>the other cheek as giving the rapist the other daughter.

>

>Despite all that, you are right. Itis likely that we will have to stop
>supporting any government at some point and concentrate on our
>mission. Maybe that point has come, but | am not ready to cede the
>west to the jihadis as long as | believe our government to be
>trustworthy. | am not sure they are not trustworthy yet.

>

>best,

>

>DC

>

>

>"Lamont” <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>>

>>As a believing Christian,

>>why should we do "Anything at to save ourselves form the inevitable"??

>>|f Jesus is soon to return, then why are so worried about the end times??
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>>

>>\We are to pray and help those who are not saved, to get saved..
>>Jesus goes on record to say that " No one but the Father(God) knows the
>end

>>0f time(earth), to be ready (Spiritually) when he (Jesus) comes..

>>He also states, "There will be wars AND Rumors of wars, daughters against
>>mothers, sons against fathers, nations against nations..But "FEAR Not"..
>>

>>|t seems that we (Christians) are fearing for the Jesus return instead

of

>>Celebrating his coming..

>>\We(Christians) need to read the test again..

>>

>>0h yeah, Jesus also goes on record to say "Love they Enemies"..| know,
what

>>a hard thing to do, but we took an "Oath of Faith " to follow his (Jesus)
>>teachings. So, we are not to only pick out his commandments that suits
or

>>fit us depending on the situation. LAD

>>

>>

>>"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

>>>

>>>Hj Sarah,

>>>

>>>Well, | suspect there are all sorts of things in our world that Jesus
>>>disapproves of, including slavery, female circumcision,

>>>sharia, burqas, the deliberate targeting of civilians, and
>>>|slamofascism in general. (Oh, and not to mention those who don't
>>>pelieve in him, attributing positions to him to make political points)
>>>

>>>But there is certainly lots of guilt to go around isn't there?

>>>

>>>That's why Christians believe these to be the last days of earth's
>>>history. There are no easy answers. Maybe no answers at all,
>>>except to hold fast and warn everyone of what is coming.

>>>

>>>Please notice though, that we are not "fighting them here", we
>>>are, quite successfully *catching* them here, before any fighting
>>>is needed. Weakening the ghouls and head choppers makes us
>>>safer, it is clear. Give them ground, and they use the ground for
>>>more attacks. Appease them and you get more of the same.

>>>This is not disputable.

>>>]Just take them at their own words. They clearly see your version
>>>0f "peace” as weakness and an opportunity to kill more of us.

>>>

>>>Yet, it is really hard to take a purely right wing position, | know.

I
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>>>DO NOT trust our gummint one little bit. Too many soldiers died
>>>in Vietnam for no reason to do that. Venal, cowardly, and amoral
>>>|eaders are responsible for the deaths of too many great young men
>>>and women to trust them. (Bill Clinton was no better than
>>>Nixon and Johnson BTW, just read "Black hawk Down") At least
>>>\W is committed to victory.

>>>

>>>

>>>The only thing even worse than blind patriotism is the insanity being

>>>peddled by the left.

>>>

>>>And as a Christian | admit to the strong possibility of a time in the
>>>near future, when there is no difference, morally, between the
>>>right and left whatsoever.

>>>

>>>And then shall the end come.

>>>

>>>

>>>DC

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.om> wrote:

>>>>| didn't ask why they were foiled, silly. You said, "we need to know
>

>>>>exactly how these plots were foiled,"” so | was just repeating that and
>>

>>>>offering up an answer that I, of course, do not believe at all. | was
>>

>>>>merely making fun of those people who apparently do believe these things,
>>>

>>>>and attempting to satirically point out the particular absurdity of

the

>>>

>>>>"fighting them there so we don't have to fight them here," justification
>>>for

>>>>|rag. | don't actually have "my own personal Jesus," but somehow | just
>>>

>>>>don't think he would approve of all the "collateral damage."

>>>>

>>>>Perhaps you knew | was being "tongue in cheek," and you were too and
I

>>just

>>>

>>>>missed the subtlety. :)

>>>>
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>>>>Shalom,

>>>>

>>>>Sarah J. Burke, RN

>>>>

>>>>"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
>>>>news:44e01125%1@linux...

>>>>> Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
>>>>>> gss, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists
>>>IN

>>>>>> the world.

>>>>>

>>>>> Well, | guess if that's what you believed foiled these attacks then

>why

>>>

>>>>> are

>>>>> you asking why they were foiled?

>>>>> |'m not so sure it was Jesus personally, but | guess, if you say so.
>>5>>>

>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message

>>>>> news:44e00d42$1@linux...

>>>>>> How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!? Weren't
>>>

>>>>>> they

>>>>>> foiled because Freedom is on the March in Irag? Aren't we fighting
>>

>>>>>> "them"

>>>>>> there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police

could

>>>>>> never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right? How
>>>does

>>>>>> this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
>>>>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be terrorists
>>>|N

>>>>>> the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in England,
>>>>> put

>>>>>> those are the last ones. Really.

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>> Sarah

>>5>>>>

>S>>>>>

>>>>>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
>>>>>> news:44db78dd@linux...

>>>>>> > We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending
>>>0n

>>>>> the

>>>>>> > NY

>>>>>> > times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from
>>>>> happening.
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>>>>>> > |'m sure my rights have been violated somehow.
>>>>>> >

>>>>>> > Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with
>all

>>>>> these

>>>>>> > relevant audio posts and all.
>>>>>> >

>>>>>> > There goes the neighborhood.....
>>>>>> >

>>>>>> > :0)

>>>>>> >

>S>>>>> >

>>>>>>

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by DC on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 21:44:16 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"Lamont Davis" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>DC,

>You said: "He also never defined loving your enemies as letting them murder
>your family, nor turning"..

>|f you truly believe your above statement: Then me as an African American(Who's
>Great Grandfather was in-slaved) and who's past ancestors were mammed, torturted,
>peaten, women repeatedly and brutally raped, hung, castrated, lynched, tared

>& feathered ,whipped, & murdered. According to your set uf biblical rules

>and interpretation, "African Americans should view all whites(Christians

Why would you do that to people who had nothing to do with it?
That would simply make you as evil as the lynch mobs.

Your reasoning is faulty at any rate. The analogy would only be
true if the question at hand was you handing over your family
to ku kluxers for lynching in the name of forgiveness.
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| would hope you would rise up and take
the lives of any ku kluxers who would try to do that. | would
consider that a righteous act, as a Christian. Wouldn't you?

>What kind of life is that for any African American to live, hating Whites.??
>Holding on to past generations wrong doings only "kills you" on the inside.
>Not forgiving, actually does you more harm than the one doing the evil deeds..

Bingo. Listen, | was really angry after the latest bunch of jihadis
were caught trying to blow up airplanes, and | read Dr. Yeagley's
web site.

http://www.badeagle.com/

He is convinced that it is time to deport muslims.. | thought about
that, and sure enough, when | picked my kid up from karate that
night there was a new student there, with his family, all muslim.

Nice people.

Coincidence? nah. | don't usually go in to pick her up. It was clear
to me that Jesus would not deport muslims. (I told Yeagley about
this too)

Hating muslims is simply evil. | will not do it. | don't even need to
forgive those nice folks at karate since they were not responsible.

Forgive the jihadi's? What would be the point? Forgiveness must
be redemptive. Turning the other cheek can be VERY redemptive,
but handing over the other daughter to a rapist is a sin, since it
results in nothing but evil for everyone involved.

>Jesus (God) ways are not Man's evil wicked, divisive ways. Jesus say to
turn

>the other cheek, because operating under the "Messianic Law" of Eye for
and

>Eye yield "Nothing" but 10,000 years of silly fighting with no end in sight.

>

>What happens when a man turns the the proverbial cheek?

>|s he the weaker one?? Even if the aggressor keeps hitting you, eventually,
>he starts to understand that he cannot break you down" and thus he starts
>to honor your calm strength..

Doesn't work with bombs. There is no redemption and no softening
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of hearts.

Do you think your application of Jesus' advice was meant for Hitler?
Would it have worked?
Why do you think it will work with Hezbollah?

Who is redeemed when all the good people are dead?

>Well you say " Our enemies only no one way and that their agression”. Well,
>what has that gotten the USA?? Once we gave into their aggression, we now
>have "Lowered" our standards"” to their level.. Now, whao's running who..??

It has gotten us relative peace since 911. What would
appeasement of evil have gotten us?

We have NOT lowered our standard to their level. We put those
who target civlians on trial, they put them up as martyrs. Israel
pays, every day, with their blood for their desire to not kill
innocents. The jihadis put the rockets in the middle of
neighborhoods so that innocents may be killed and paraded for
cameras.

Israel loses the best and bravest conducting surgical strikes to
protect the innocent when they could have simply leveled the
whole neighborhood and lost none of their own.

If you think the west is no different than the jihadis, you are simply
not morally serious.

>The Late Dr Martin Luther King Jr, used Ghandi's method of change their
"Non-Violence"
>and it was effective.

And you know what? It would work like magic if the jihadi's would
use it. Want their own country? Great. Sit down, go on hunger

strike, march! Nah, they won't because they desire one thing and
one thing only; the destruction of Israel and the death of the Jews.

Take them at their words. Believe them.
BTW, Ghandi's method has limits and in his own case became
nothing but self righteousness to the point he ended up killing

his wife because he would not allow an injection of antibiotics.

He called the injection "violence" and would not permit it, so she
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died of an easily-treatable infection.

Think Jesus approved?

>Some in our race (Islam) wanted to use Force, which

>would've only incited a full-out race war. What good would that have done??What
>would've been gained if the African American populous would've listened

to

>the Nation of Islam and gone "Guns Blazing"?? We'd still be killing each

>other. Thanks God cooler heads prevailed..

Wouldn't have happened. The Nation of Islam would have been
annihilated and many innocents would have suffered, most of them
black. The remaining black americans (the vast majority) would
have been operating some of the weapons cutting down the Nation
of Islam. We would have gone on as a country, just like we did after
the SLA. Sorry, but that's reality.

There is no equivilence between national defense, carried out to the
best of our ability, and the potential actions of the Nation of Islam.

>All in all, God ways are the best way and not Man's way.
>LAD..

You are right, and what scares the crap out of me is the idea of
being led into war by a corrupt leader and having those deaths on
my head. | hope I can see the point at which we can no longer
support the govt. but | do not think we have reached it yet.

Hey, BTW. | am African as well. Got my results from the
National Geographic Genographic test.

https://www3.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/

| thought we were Italian on my Dad's side, but it turns out that

Dad's family started in Somalia and Ethopia. We are most highly
reresented in the current population of North Africans and there

are Jews, Greeks, Italians, and Spaniards in their too, but it is an African
family line.

Do the test if you can, but prepared to be surprised.

DC
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Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by Deegj [1] on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 21:53:18 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

> Oh yeah, Jesus also goes on record to say "Love they Enemies”..l know,
what

> a hard thing to do, but we took an "Oath of Faith " to follow his (Jesus)

> teachings. So, we are not to only pick out his commandments that suits or
> fit us depending on the situation. LAD

Forgiving them (terrorists) | believe is God's function. Our job is to
simply arrange the meeting!
- Norman Swartzkoph

,0)

"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote in message news:44e0c513$1@linux...
>

> As a believeing Christian,

> why should we do "Anything at to save oursleves form the inevitable"??

> |f Jesus is soon to return, then why are so worried about the end times??
>

> We are to pray and help those who are not saved, to get saved..

> Jesus goes on record to say that " No one but the Father(God) knows the
end

> of time(earth), to be ready (Spiritualy) when he (Jesus) comes..

> He aslo states, "There will be wars AND Rumors of wars, daughters against
> mothers, sons against fathers, nations against nations..But "FEAR Not"..
>

> |t seems that we (Christians) are fearing for the Jesus return instead of

> Celebrating his coming..

> We(Christians) need to read the test again..

>

> Oh yeah, Jesus also goes on record to say "Love they Enemies"..l know,
what

> a hard thing to do, but we took an "Oath of Faith " to follow his (Jesus)

> teachings. So, we are not to only pick out his commandments that suits or
> fit us depending on the situation. LAD

>

>

> "DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

> >

> >Hi Sarah,

> >

> >Well, | suspect there are all sorts of things in our world that Jesus

> >disapproves of, including slavery, female circumciscion,
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> >sharia, burga'’s, the deliberate targeting of civilians, and

> >|slamofascism in general. (Oh, and not to mention those who don't
> >pelieve in him, attributing positions to him to make political points)
> >

> >But there is certainly lots of guilt to go around isn't there?

> >

> >That's why Christians believe these to be the last days of earth's

> >history. There are no easy answers. Maybe no answers at all,

> >except to hold fast and warn everyone of what is coming.

> >

> >Please notice though, that we are not "fighting them here", we

> >are, quite successfuly *catching* them here, before any fighting

> >js needed. Weakening the ghouls and head choppers makes us

> >safer, it is clear. Give them ground, and they use the ground for

> >more attacks. Appease them and you get more of the same.

> >This is not disputable.

> >Just take them at their own words. They clearly see your version
> >0of "peace” as weakness and an opportunity to kill more of us.

> >

> >Yet, it is really hard to take a purely right wing position, | know. |

> >DO NOT trust our gummint one little bit. Too many soldiers died

> >in Vietnam for no reason to do that. Venal, cowardly, and amoral
> >leaders are responsible for the deaths of too many great young men
> >and women to trust them. (Bill Clinton was no better than

> >Nixon and Johnson BTW, just read "Blackhawk Down") At least

> >W is commited to victory.

> >

> >

> >The only thing even worse than blind patriotism is the insanity being
> >peddled by the left.

> >

> >And as a Christian | admit to the strong possibility of a time in the

> >near future, when there is no difference, morally, between the

> >right and left whatsoever.

> >

> >And then shall the end come.

> >

> >

>>DC

> >

> >

> >

> >

> >"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.om> wrote:

> >>| didn't ask why they were foiled, silly. You said, "we need to know
> >>exactly how these plots were foiled,” so | was just repeating that and
>

> >>offering up an answer that I, of course, do not believe at all. | was
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>
> >>merely making fun of those people who apparently do believe these
things,

> >

> >>and attempting to satirically point out the particular absurdity of the

> >

> >>"fighting them there so we don't have to fight them here," justification
> >for

> >>|raqg. | don't actually have "my own personal Jesus," but somehow | just
> >

> >>don't think he would approve of all the "collateral damage."

> >>

> >>Perhaps you knew | was being "tongue in cheek,"” and you were too and |
> just

> >

> >>missed the subtlety. :)

> >>

> >>Shalom,

> >>

> >>Sarah J. Burke, RN

> >>

> >>"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message

> >>news:44e01125$1@linux...

> >>> Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's

> >>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be
terrorists

> >in

> >>>> the world.

> >>>

> >>> Well, | guess if that's what you believed foiled these attacks then
why

> >

> >>> are

> >>> you asking why they were foiled?

> >>> |'m not so sure it was Jesus personally, but | guess, if you say so.

> >>>

> >>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message

> >>> news:44e00d42$1@linux...

> >>>> How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!? Weren't
> >

> >>>> they

> >>>> foiled because Freedom is on the March in Irag? Aren't we fighting
>

> >>>> "them"

> >>>> there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police
could

> >>>> never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right? How
> >does
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> >>>> this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick
Mohammed's

> >>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be
terrorists

> >in

> >>>> the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in
England,

> >>> put

> >>>> those are the last ones. Really.

> >>>>

> >>>> Sarah

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
> >>>> news:44db78dd@linux...

> >>>> > We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending
> >on

> >>> the

> >>>> > NY

> >>>> > times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from
> >>> happening.

> >>>> > |I'm sure my rights have been violated somehow.

> >>>> >

> >>>> > Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with
all

> >>> these

> >>>> > relavent audio posts and all.

> >>>> >

> >>>> > There goes the neighborhood.....

> >>>> >

> >>>> > ;0)

> >>5>> >

> >>>> >

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>

> >>>

> >>

> >>

> >

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by LaMont on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 21:55:01 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| would hope you would rise up and take the lives of any ku kluxers who would
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try to do that | would consider that a righteous act, as a Christian. Wouldn't
you?

"Vengance is mine sayeth the Lord" ..

So,l go out and kill a few Klux(ers) then what?? Does it bring back my loved
one? Violence begats violence. Live bu the sword, you die by the sword.
Do yu really believe anything in the Bible??

"DC" <dc@spammersinchulavista.com> wrote:

>

>"Lamont Davis" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>>DC,

>>You said: "He also never defined loving your enemies as letting them murder

>>your family, nor turning"”..
>

>

>>|f you truly believe your above statement: Then me as an African American(Who's
>>Great Grandfather was in-slaved) and who's past ancestors were mammed,
torturted,

>>peaten, women repeatedly and brutally raped, hung, castrated, lynched,

tared

>>& feathered ,whipped, & murdered. According to your set uf biblical rules

>>and interpretation, "African Americans should view all whites(Christians

>
>

>Why would you do that to people who had nothing to do with it?

>That would simply make you as evil as the lynch mobs.

>

>Your reasoning is faulty at any rate. The analogy would only be

>true if the question at hand was you handing over your family

>to ku kluxers for lynching in the name of forgiveness.

>

>| would hope you would rise up and take

>the lives of any ku kluxers who would try to do that. | would

>consider that a righteous act, as a Christian. Wouldn't you?

>

>

>>What kind of life is that for any African American to live, hating Whites.??
>>Holding on to past generations wrong doings only "kills you" on the inside.
>>Not forgiving, actually does you more harm than the one doing the euvil
deeds..

>

>Bingo. Listen, | was really angry after the latest bunch of jihadis

>were caught trying to blow up airplanes, and | read Dr. Yeagley's
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>web site.

>

>http://www.badeagle.com/

>

>He is convinced that it is time to deport muslims.. | thought about

>that, and sure enough, when | picked my kid up from karate that

>night there was a new student there, with his family, all muslim.

>

>Nice people.

>

>Coincidence? nah. | don't usually go in to pick her up. It was clear

>to me that Jesus would not deport muslims. (I told Yeagley about

>this to0)

>

>Hating muslims is simply evil. | will not do it. | don't even need to
>forgive those nice folks at karate since they were not responsible.

>

>Forgive the jihadi's? What would be the point? Forgiveness must

>be redemptive. Turning the other cheek can be VERY redemptive,

>but handing over the other daughter to a rapist is a sin, since it

>results in nothing but evil for everyone involved.

>

>

>

>>Jesus (God) ways are not Man's evil wicked, divisive ways. Jesus say to
>turn

>>the other cheek, because operating under the "Messianic Law" of Eye for
>and

>>Eye yield "Nothing" but 10,000 years of silly fighting with no end in sight.
>>

>>What happens when a man turns the the proverbial cheek?

>>|s he the weaker one?? Even if the aggressor keeps hitting you, eventually,
>>he starts to understand that he cannot break you down" and thus he starts

>>to honor your calm strength..
>

>

>Doesn't work with bombs. There is no redemption and no softening
>of hearts.

>

>Do you think your application of Jesus' advice was meant for Hitler?
>Would it have worked?

>Why do you think it will work with Hezbollah?

>

>Who is redeemed when all the good people are dead?

>

>

>

>>Well you say " Our enemies only no one way and that their agression”. Well,
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>>what has that gotten the USA?? Once we gave into their aggression, we now
>>have "Lowered" our standards" to their level.. Now, who's running who..??
>

>|t has gotten us relative peace since 911. What would

>appeasement of evil have gotten us?

>

>We have NOT lowered our standard to their level. We put those

>who target civlians on trial, they put them up as martyrs. Israel

>pays, every day, with their blood for their desire to not kill

>innocents. The jihadis put the rockets in the middle of

>neighborhoods so that innocents may be killed and paraded for
>cameras.

>

>|srael loses the best and bravest conducting surgical strikes to

>protect the innocent when they could have simply leveled the

>whole neighborhood and lost none of their own.

>

>|f you think the west is no different than the jihadis, you are simply

>not morally serious.

>

>

>>The Late Dr Martin Luther King Jr, used Ghandi's method of change their
>"Non-Violence"

>>and it was effective.

>

>And you know what? It would work like magic if the jihadi's would

>use it. Want their own country? Great. Sit down, go on hunger

>strike, march! Nah, they won't because they desire one thing and

>one thing only; the destruction of Israel and the death of the Jews.

>

>Take them at their words. Believe them.

>

>BTW, Ghandi's method has limits and in his own case became

>nothing but self righteousness to the point he ended up killing

>his wife because he would not allow an injection of antibiotics.

>

>He called the injection "violence" and would not permit it, so she

>died of an easily-treatable infection.

>

>Think Jesus approved?

>

>

>>Some in our race (Islam) wanted to use Force, which

>>would've only incited a full-out race war. What good would that have done??What
>>would've been gained if the African American populous would've listened
>to

>>the Nation of Islam and gone "Guns Blazing"?? We'd still be killing each
>>other. Thanks God cooler heads prevailed..
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>

>

>Wouldn't have happened. The Nation of Islam would have been
>annihilated and many innocents would have suffered, most of them
>black. The remaining black americans (the vast majority) would
>have been operating some of the weapons cutting down the Nation
>of Islam. We would have gone on as a country, just like we did after
>the SLA. Sorry, but that's reality.

>

>There is no equivilence between national defense, carried out to the
>pest of our ability, and the potential actions of the Nation of Islam.
>

>

>>All in all, God ways are the best way and not Man's way.

>>LAD..

>

>You are right, and what scares the crap out of me is the idea of
>being led into war by a corrupt leader and having those deaths on
>my head. | hope | can see the point at which we can no longer
>support the govt. but I do not think we have reached it yet.

>

>

>Hey, BTW. | am African as well. Got my results from the
>National Geographic Genographic test.

>

>https://www3.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/

>

>| thought we were Italian on my Dad's side, but it turns out that
>Dad's family started in Somalia and Ethopia. We are most highly
>reresented in the current population of North Africans and there
>are Jews, Greeks, Italians, and Spaniards in their too, but it is an African
>family line.

>

>Do the test if you can, but prepared to be surprised.

>

>DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by LaMont on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 22:06:07 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"Why would you do that to people who had nothing to do with it?
That would simply make you as evil as the lynch mobs™

My point is and was is: That's the mentality of the Terrorist. They have
dragged us the (USA) down to their Lync-mob level of doing business. Thinking
that by playing by their rules we can win. We cannot. They (middle-easterners)
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have been fighting this war for over 10,000 years.
The Lord says: We fight not against flesh & blood, but spritual wickedness
in high places.

As so called Christians, when are we going to start doing our job and start
praying for the coming of our Lord and savior. Why are we so caught up in
events that we are told not to even be worried about. And finally, why do
we continue to place our hopes, trust & faith in Man?? Thinking that Pres
Bush will lead us out of this mess is a definition of insanity, which sadly
many Americans precribe to.

LAD

"DC" <dc@spammersinchulavista.com> wrote:

>

>"Lamont Davis" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>>DC,

>>You said: "He also never defined loving your enemies as letting them murder
>>your family, nor turning"”..

>

>

>>|f you truly believe your above statement: Then me as an African American(Who's
>>Great Grandfather was in-slaved) and who's past ancestors were mammed,
torturted,

>>peaten, women repeatedly and brutally raped, hung, castrated, lynched,
tared

>>§& feathered ,whipped, & murdered. According to your set uf biblical rules
>>and interpretation, "African Americans should view all whites(Christians

>

>

>Why would you do that to people who had nothing to do with it?

>That would simply make you as evil as the lynch mobs.

>

>Your reasoning is faulty at any rate. The analogy would only be

>true if the question at hand was you handing over your family

>to ku kluxers for lynching in the name of forgiveness.

>

>| would hope you would rise up and take

>the lives of any ku kluxers who would try to do that. | would

>consider that a righteous act, as a Christian. Wouldn't you?

>

>

>>\What kind of life is that for any African American to live, hating Whites.??
>>Holding on to past generations wrong doings only "kills you" on the inside.
>>Not forgiving, actually does you more harm than the one doing the euvil
deeds..

>

Page 45 of 438 ---- Generated from The PARI S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>Bingo. Listen, | was really angry after the latest bunch of jihadis

>were caught trying to blow up airplanes, and | read Dr. Yeagley's

>web site.

>

>http://www.badeagle.com/

>

>He is convinced that it is time to deport muslims.. | thought about

>that, and sure enough, when | picked my kid up from karate that

>night there was a new student there, with his family, all muslim.

>

>Nice people.

>

>Coincidence? nah. | don't usually go in to pick her up. It was clear

>to me that Jesus would not deport muslims. (I told Yeagley about

>this to0)

>

>Hating muslims is simply evil. | will not do it. | don't even need to
>forgive those nice folks at karate since they were not responsible.

>

>Forgive the jihadi's? What would be the point? Forgiveness must

>be redemptive. Turning the other cheek can be VERY redemptive,

>put handing over the other daughter to a rapist is a sin, since it

>results in nothing but evil for everyone involved.

>

>

>

>>Jesus (God) ways are not Man's evil wicked, divisive ways. Jesus say to
>turn

>>the other cheek, because operating under the "Messianic Law" of Eye for
>and

>>Eye yield "Nothing" but 10,000 years of silly fighting with no end in sight.
>>

>>\What happens when a man turns the the proverbial cheek?

>>|s he the weaker one?? Even if the aggressor keeps hitting you, eventually,
>>he starts to understand that he cannot break you down" and thus he starts
>>to honor your calm strength..

>

>

>Doesn't work with bombs. There is no redemption and no softening

>of hearts.

>

>Do you think your application of Jesus' advice was meant for Hitler?
>Would it have worked?

>Why do you think it will work with Hezbollah?

>

>Who is redeemed when all the good people are dead?

>

>
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>

>>Well you say " Our enemies only no one way and that their agression”. Well,
>>what has that gotten the USA?? Once we gave into their aggression, we now
>>have "Lowered" our standards" to their level.. Now, who's running who..??
>

>|t has gotten us relative peace since 911. What would

>appeasement of evil have gotten us?

>

>We have NOT lowered our standard to their level. We put those

>who target civlians on trial, they put them up as martyrs. lIsrael

>pays, every day, with their blood for their desire to not kill

>innocents. The jihadis put the rockets in the middle of

>neighborhoods so that innocents may be killed and paraded for
>cameras.

>

>|srael loses the best and bravest conducting surgical strikes to

>protect the innocent when they could have simply leveled the

>whole neighborhood and lost none of their own.

>

>|f you think the west is no different than the jihadis, you are simply

>not morally serious.

>

>

>>The Late Dr Martin Luther King Jr, used Ghandi's method of change their
>"Non-Violence"

>>and it was effective.

>

>And you know what? It would work like magic if the jihadi's would

>use it. Want their own country? Great. Sit down, go on hunger

>strike, march! Nah, they won't because they desire one thing and

>one thing only; the destruction of Israel and the death of the Jews.

>

>Take them at their words. Believe them.

>

>BTW, Ghandi's method has limits and in his own case became

>nothing but self righteousness to the point he ended up killing

>his wife because he would not allow an injection of antibiotics.

>

>He called the injection "violence" and would not permit it, so she

>died of an easily-treatable infection.

>

>Think Jesus approved?

>

>

>>Some in our race (Islam) wanted to use Force, which

>>would've only incited a full-out race war. What good would that have done??What
>>would've been gained if the African American populous would've listened
>to

Page 47 of 438 ---- Generated from The PARI S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>the Nation of Islam and gone "Guns Blazing"?? We'd still be killing each
>>other. Thanks God cooler heads prevailed..

>

>

>Wouldn't have happened. The Nation of Islam would have been
>annihilated and many innocents would have suffered, most of them
>plack. The remaining black americans (the vast majority) would
>have been operating some of the weapons cutting down the Nation
>of Islam. We would have gone on as a country, just like we did after
>the SLA. Sorry, but that's reality.

>

>There is no equivilence between national defense, carried out to the
>best of our ability, and the potential actions of the Nation of Islam.

>

>

>>All in all, God ways are the best way and not Man's way.

>>LAD..

>

>You are right, and what scares the crap out of me is the idea of
>being led into war by a corrupt leader and having those deaths on
>my head. | hope I can see the point at which we can no longer
>support the govt. but | do not think we have reached it yet.

>

>

>Hey, BTW. | am African as well. Got my results from the
>National Geographic Genographic test.

>

>https://www3.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/

>

>| thought we were Italian on my Dad's side, but it turns out that
>Dad's family started in Somalia and Ethopia. We are most highly
>reresented in the current population of North Africans and there
>are Jews, Greeks, Italians, and Spaniards in their too, but it is an African
>family line.

>

>Do the test if you can, but prepared to be surprised.

>

>DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Sarah on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 22:08:32 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Oh for Christ's sake . . .

1. Anyone has the right, perhaps the responsibility, to point out hypocrisy
in those who claim to be Christians and yet consistently behave in ways that
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are clearly against everything that Jesus stood for. And as it happens, |
do believe in Jesus as one of the greatest teacher/philosophers of all time,
and | feel fairly certain that he would not look favorably on those who
select a handful of bible passages to justify greed and violence and call
themselves Christians. "I like your Christ. | do not like your Christians.
Your Christians are so unlike your Christ." - Gandhi

2. Christians have believed these are the last days for the last 2000

years! In Matthew 24, when Jesus describes the "end times," he was talking
about his own times. Matthew 24:34 - "Verily | say unto you, This

generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.” Since then,

with every major war or natural disaster, there have been those crying

"repent for the end is near!" on street corners. | don't fear terrorists

nearly as much as | fear having someone like George Bush start a global
thermonuclear war out of some brain-damaged belief that Jesus will come and
float him to Heaven.

3. What you say is indisputable is in fact easily disputed. The plot
uncovered and thwarted in England (by the use of standard police work)
demostrates two things: terrorism is best prevented with good intelligence
work, and obliterating Iraq (or Iran, or Syria, etc) does nothing to prevent
such groups from planning their attacks. Every time an innocent lraqi dies
in our foolish, ethnocentric quest to "spread democracy"” (i.e., make the
world safe for American business), we risk inspiring angry desperate
civilians to join the ranks of the terrorists. Put yourself in their

place - isn't that what Jesus would do? Matthew 5:44 - "But | say unto you,
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you."

4. Anyone who plans the murder of innocent civilians to further their cause
deserves the tortures of the damned, and this includes terrorists and heads
of state. Evil people are evil people - it's got nothing to do with "right"

or "left," as a cursory survey of human history will show. We should fight
authoritarianism at either end of the spectrum, and right now it has crept
into our own government at the "right" end. It can't happen here? The
firmly fixed belief that it can't happen here is exactly what is allowing it

to happen here.

5. I don't have a fifth point . . . I just think 5 is a nicer number than
4.

PEACE and LOVE,

Sarah

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote in message news:44e0bc3d$1@linux...
>
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> Hi Sarah,

>

> Well, | suspect there are all sorts of things in our world that Jesus
> disapproves of, including slavery, female circumciscion,

> sharia, burga's, the deliberate targeting of civilians, and

> |slamofascism in general. (Oh, and not to mention those who don't
> believe in him, attributing positions to him to make political points)
>

> But there is certainly lots of guilt to go around isn't there?

>

> That's why Christians believe these to be the last days of earth's
> history. There are no easy answers. Maybe no answers at all,

> except to hold fast and warn everyone of what is coming.

>

> Please notice though, that we are not "fighting them here", we

> are, quite successfuly *catching* them here, before any fighting

> is needed. Weakening the ghouls and head choppers makes us
> safer, it is clear. Give them ground, and they use the ground for
> more attacks. Appease them and you get more of the same.

> This is not disputable.

> Just take them at their own words. They clearly see your version
> of "peace" as weakness and an opportunity to kill more of us.

>

> Yet, it is really hard to take a purely right wing position, | know. |
> DO NOT trust our gummint one little bit. Too many soldiers died
> in Vietnam for no reason to do that. Venal, cowardly, and amoral
> leaders are responsible for the deaths of too many great young men
> and women to trust them. (Bill Clinton was no better than

> Nixon and Johnson BTW, just read "Blackhawk Down") At least
> W is commited to victory.

>

>

> The only thing even worse than blind patriotism is the insanity being
> peddled by the left.

>

> And as a Christian | admit to the strong possibility of a time in the
> near future, when there is no difference, morally, between the

> right and left whatsoever.

>

> And then shall the end come.

>

>

>DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by DC on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 22:50:21 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Selective misquoting...
LaMont you can do better than this.
| did NOT say to go kill some kluxers in revenge.

| said it was righteous to stop them from killing you and your
family.

Now, if you want to dispute with me, start from what | actually said.
Further, | say Ghandi himself would be sinning by letting someone

kill his family. 'course, he did it himself didn't he?

| do believe what | read in the Bible. Including this:

Luke 22-36

He said to them, "But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and
if you don't have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one.

In Romans 13, Paul says:

Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is
right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good. But
if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing.

You notice the bearing of the sword by government is accepted as

a normal practice and not condemned at all?

Romans 12:18 says:

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
And | just want to know LaMont, HOW is it possible for us

to live in peace with jihadis?

Appeasement?

Self-hatred?

The demise of the state of Israel?

more dead Americans?
The U.N.?
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| would love to see a solution here. All you seem to have is
hatred of the west. That's not good enough.

DC

"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>

>| would hope you would rise up and take the lives of any ku kluxers who
would

>try to do that | would consider that a righteous act, as a Christian. Wouldn't
>you?

>"Vengance is mine sayeth the Lord" ..

>So0,l go out and kill a few Klux(ers) then what?? Does it bring back my loved
>one? Violence begats violence. Live bu the sword, you die by the sword.

>Do yu really believe anything in the Bible??
>
>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by DC on Mon, 14 Aug 2006 23:59:17 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.
---=_linux44e10e55

Content-Type: text/plain
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>1. Anyone has the right, perhaps the responsibility, to point out hypocrisy
>in those who claim to be Christians and yet consistently behave in ways

that
>are clearly against everything that Jesus stood for.

You are utterly wrong about what Jesus stood for. You quote him
only when it suits you. Expect to be called on it when you do.
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>And as it happens, |
>do believe in Jesus as one of the greatest teacher/philosophers of all time,

Which means that you do not believe that what he actually said
about himself,

"Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me" John 14:6

and

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made.

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him,
the world did not recognize him.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. John 1

No, you believe in "jesus", and yes you do have your own personal
version of him, right there on your shelf.

It bears no relationship to Jesus however. In reality Jesus was

either the greatest and most cynical fraud ever perpetrated on

humanity or he was exactly who he said he was.

He most definetely was NOT "another great teacher and

philosopher”. Not unless you discard what he actually said.

>and | feel fairly certain that he would not look favorably on those who
>select a handful of bible passages to justify greed and violence and call
>themselves Christians. "l like your Christ. | do not like your Christians.
>Your Christians are so unlike your Christ." - Gandhi

| like Ghandi, (well until he killed his wife) Well, | guess | don't
like Ghandi.
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Can Christians be better? Of course! But what is important is, what
if Christians are *right*? What if Jesus was who he said he was?
Just think! All those imperfect, but saved, Christians, and all those
self-righteous, but lost, pacifists! How unjust!!

Unless of course, you actually listen to what Jesus SAID instead of
qguoting him where it suits you...

>2. Christians have believed these are the last days for the last 2000
>years! In Matthew 24, when Jesus describes the "end times," he was talking

>about his own times. Matthew 24:34 - "Verily | say unto you, This
>generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled."” Since then,

>with every major war or natural disaster, there have been those crying
>"repent for the end is near!" on street corners.

There is much debate on Matthew 24. Most Christians believe it
applies to both AD 70 (the Roman conquest of Jerusalem) and

the last days. The evidence for our own time, being unique and
indeed at the end of history, is quite massive in Scripture. | will be
happy to discuss it with you privately if you like.

>| don't fear terrorists
>nearly as much as | fear having someone like George Bush start a global

>thermonuclear war out of some brain-damaged belief that Jesus will come
and
>float him to Heaven.

Then you are deluded. Sorry Sarah. Terrorists are much more likely
to kill you than is the scenario you described to happen. AND, the
most likely scenario for a huge, global nuclear war is with an
appeaser in the White House who would have made so many bad
decisions that there would be no other options than massive,

nuclear war.

>3. What you say is indisputable is in fact easily disputed. The plot
>uncovered and thwarted in England (by the use of standard police work)
>demostrates two things: terrorism is best prevented with good intelligence

>work, and obliterating Iraq (or Iran, or Syria, etc) does nothing to prevent
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>such groups from planning their attacks.

This is utterly an assertion on your part since you do not know how
many dead jihadis would have plotted even more attacks given
an appeaser in the White House.

Again, we are not fighting them, we are catching them. You are not

being honest in implying that the war caused these attacks.

You do not believe what the jiahdis themselves say they want to do, and that
makes your position a very dangerous one.

>Every time an innocent Iraqi dies
>in our foolish, ethnocentric quest to "spread democracy” (i.e., make the

>world safe for American business), we risk inspiring angry desperate
>civilians to join the ranks of the terrorists. Put yourself in their
>place - isn't that what Jesus would do?

First your view is based on the mistaken idea that some cultures
are too backward and too stupid to enjoy freedom. This is
embarrassing and likely racist, but since | know you, | suspect it
is merely the unquestioning assumption of cultural relativity.

It's like the old question; What do you do if you see an endangered
animal eating an endangered plant?

What do you do if you see a society doing clitorectomies, or having
rape rooms as a means fo keeping the peace?

Who are you to judge their culture?

Yet we think that people can live a better life than that don't we?
Christians know that there is one culture and it is God's.

No america ain't it.

But we know that some practices are

degenerate, like human sacrifice and the roman gladiators and that
when a society embraces degeneracy, that society is doomed.

So yes, we can say that freedom and democracy is better than

Saddam and his spawn, and despite your socialist hatred of "big
business" we are the good guys in that conflict. If you dispute
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that, | challenge you to live under sharia and see if you don't
change you mind.

Matthew 5:44 - "But | say unto you,

>Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate
you,

>and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you."

And our brave soldiers and marines pray daily for even their enemies
that they will have to kill as few as possible and they rejoice mightily
at every one they save.

read this:

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0788023454/sr=1-1/qid=11555
98944/ref=sr_1_1/102-7219965-6149719?ie=UTF8&s=books

and this:
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0849918235/sr=1-7/qid=11555
98944/ref=sr_1_7/102-7219965-6149719?ie=UTF8&s=books

You owe these brave men and women your very life and certainly

your right to carry on such a discussion.

>4. Anyone who plans the murder of innocent civilians to further their cause
>deserves the tortures of the damned, and this includes terrorists and heads
>of state. Evil people are evil people - it's got nothing to do with "right"

>or "left,” as a cursory survey of human history will show. We should fight
>authoritarianism at either end of the spectrum, and right now it has crept
>into our own government at the "right" end. It can't happen here? The
_>firm|y fixed belief that it can't happen here is exactly what is allowing

:to happen here.

| went through the Holocaust museum here in Los Angeles.

Been there? Go sometime. When my group exited the gas
chamber at the end of the tour, our guide, a little old man who
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survived the camps asked us to raise our hands if we thought it

it could happen here. Mostof the group of 35 or so raised their
hands. Me and a couple of hard-eyed young men kept our hands
down, and the old man asked us why.

| answered with:

"Because | will take up a rifle and kill anyone who tries to do such
a thing, and I will lay down my life to prevent it here."

(I could see the other guys shaking their heads in agreement)
You know what the old guy said??

He pointed at us and said:

THAT is the ONLY reason it will not happen here!

Now, you go there, and come out of that place onto Pico blvd., and
go down to Factor's Deli for a bite and tell me about American
authoritarianism.  You need to re-join reality.

Worst, once again, someone (iran and their cronies) is trying to wipe
out the Jews. The Jews believe that someone will try to exterminate
them in every generation, and how am | to prove them wrong?

The left in this country has become the mirror image of Tim
McVeigh and socialist/quasi-pacifist europe has once again
revealed its seething anti-semitism. Yes, it can happen here,

but we ain't going to go easy, | can tell you that.

>5. | don't have a fifth point . . . | just think 5 is a nicer number than

| saw the figure 5 in gold...

---=_linux44e10e55

Content-Type: imagel/jpeg; name="Figure 5 in Gold2.jpg"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

Content-Disposition: attachment; filename="Figure 5 in Gold2.jpg"

19//4AAQSKZIRGABAGEASABIAAD/4R23RXhpZgAATUOAKGAAAAGACQEPAAIA
AAAGAAAAegESAAMAAAABAAEAAAEAAAUAAAABAAAAGAEDAAUAAAABAAAAIAED
AAMAAAABAAIAAAEXAAIAAAAJAAAAKAEYAAIAAAAUAAAAIQITAAMAAAABAAEA
AldpAAQAAAABAAAAXAAAARROaWVbgAAAABIAAAAAQAAAEGAAAABQWRYYmUg
UGhvdG9zaGOwIEVsZW1IbnRzIDIUMAAYMDA20jA40JE0IDE20jU40jQzAAAA
AAAGKAAABWAAAAQWMEWKQEABWAAAAQBAGMAOAAABWAAAAQWMTAWOAEAAWAA
AAH/WAACAIABAAAAAEAAAEGOAMABAAAAAEAAAFTAAAAAAAAAAYBAWADAAAA
AQAGAAABGQAFAAAAAQAAAWIBGWAFAAAAAQAAAWOBKAADAAAAAQACAAACAQAE
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AAAAAQAAAXICAGAEAAAAAQAAHDOAAAAAAAAASAAAAAEAAABIAAAAATIY+AA
EEpGSUYAAQIBAEgASAAA/+OADEFkb2JIXONNAAH/7gAOQWRVYmMUAZIAAAAAB
/19sAhAAMCAQICQgMCQKMEQsKCXEVDwWwWMDxUYEXMVEXMYEQwWMDAwWMDBEMDAWM
DAWMDAwWMDAwWMDAWMDAwWMDAWMDAWMDAWMAQOLCWOODRAODhAUDg40FBQODg40
FBEMDAwWMDBERDAwWMDAWMEQwWMDAwWMDAWMDAwWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAZ/
WAARCACAAGKDASIAAhEBAXEB/90ABAAH/8QBPWAAAQUBAQEBAQEAAAAAAAAA
AWABAgQFBgcICQoLAQABBQEBAQEBAQAAAAAAAAABAAIDBAUGBwWGJCgsQAAEE
AQMCBAIFBwYIBQMMMWEAAhEDBCESMQVBUWETINGBMgY UkaGxQiMKFVLBYjMO
coLRQwclkIPw4fFjczUWorKDJKSTVGRFwWgNONhfSVeJI8rOEwWIN14/NGJI5Sk
hbSVXNTKkIOKW1xdXI9VZmdoaWprbG1lub2N0dXZ3eHI6e3x9fnOXEAAQIBAgGQE
AwQFBgcHBgU1AQACEQMhMRIEQVFhcSITBTKBKRShsUIjwVLR8DMKYuFygpJD
UxVjczTxJQYWorKDBYY IWtJEK1SjF2RFVTZ0ZelLys4TD03Xj80aUplWO0IcTU
5PSltcXV5fVWZnaGlga2xtbm9ic3R1dnd4eXp7fH/90ADAMBAAIRAXEAPwDuU
MNYW1t904HyMKh9ZbaMf6udVvwLRUMS5vuOBdYx1FVe7/AIW6xjGrlOl/4w8z
IxfOuBU++IpdYWZDqg50LgxYKrMbK273M2/zz1zn1n+s2fluzKx84Mqgowt4x
8eouLN+rW32vs2uyb9jvTqscyqur9J60PV6ihjjkTRFL66259j2tychluXTZ
hljwKm2B8+zbWK6h+d6jW/RQmMGI7fTOWpjrMBIQc97QA/WBTc5j3fmPa381X
3fUPqQ7XFpyMQEHUF9p1+VCX/ADD6t/3KW/8AOU/951EM3L/50fZ2b5yZST+q
OpJNmM/n3F/uuXRitDcnGdKY ++6tmx/qt9MRaCQ6z9/a1BfiObeygOrtdYA79
A8PABca/T3t/wujWN/4z/hFuN+oXV+2VhT/Wu5/9h/zVcwvqH1lius2tyMIPt
b+i06/2g+3fAX/8ARbvS/WCM9VSw5nBdnLESGSM]ED2jHh9IN/08Up/904N+
ORVXxXlkaBx/PeP5P+i/4DOkEhusgLp/+YHXI/pOABxocj/3nUXf4vuthhe7
MwQB+790Jk+1sfoP31J975f/ADKWL25/ulxMDGbY42P0qYC5510DWn9J/nO/
Rf8Abgc22vyHWt3Mynj2EHaaKWmGua5vOL7f5H/GLgX/AFWY24LcXHtx6ySP
Ue71HAhntprayuprnbPfkWb/AOcyv+DWePqL1Jr9/wBuxXP3boc2+Ceznez8
1MPOcv8A5wi85d70X90g6b1gNcaM4hrmelmUIDTuG9rcn60y3/h/5mz/AAnp
IwA4ta+ricHWA4lY sysK6rlprl+k61/qtq/696 WxVKfgbksuosOTj+nUaTaxrX9dH4Im09Na8dnfaSBPMH9Wcp48hzNaY/wDn4/8Av2CXMYydJfhJ6gaD+/yV
fJfueK/zWau/rn/Okz/wRc1jfX+zIt90vpTQdrnueckuaxrBufa8NxvoM/c/
wIn6NU3/AF9e211R6Y190cWmMhxLnfngAUfmu+mkeR5mv5v/AJ2P/v1RzY71
[+EnrAIx35XLu+u2Q0a9Lr1A9v2h3J0j+Z/eU2fW7Lvx77a8GnHNOwB9Ij7W
[73+n6XpRj+/b6v+E/MTByWe64R2+aH/AHzIcsBrroknpLbKaaXXXPFdLAd7
3CQIG/2tb7rLNrf5qv8ASLmM+oZrep4zsmxmzHY XsopeRLW/zRtv2+12Te4f9
ZZ+r1f4VotG3qGXdblZObcbW/Y3UUA7Q1rrnjImOVU7WV/Rra/8Awin+msVY
ZrizHXWj27jvOsguFtu8fy2s9tf8iz/SbPS0eUSIYXIIWTuPIh34f8 Avmrl
zGZoaR/N6rFtFlvpOlcazmxhOpNb99dJLfbt2bbK3f8AB+kvIi16KzLOKW5r2
WKXWOtH5xu9IVP8A2zXbl7P+69i86 SHKjX908M6/rR4vT/zknNrHv60/T0av
/9HD6a5ufS6t30NtFN7BAO+my2vd7W7rGetj7v5rirQPqdU+vruYx80dRj2+

Page 58 of 438 ---- Generated from The PARI S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

5vOSbLKWNCcz+RbW71GfyFnV2W1BzgnbXPY5h820G17P7X735)/etz6IVRZ1a
+NHPqqafGfVvsbp+7FarczP+jZD4CJ/wjw23vZMMOQPIJuP+Drwt/wCteS2n
oxoMI2fdXjgAwdjXDIv4/wCLgZ/15Yv1T6P1LgPV8fJox/Xxse8ZGRdY S2j2
vLw113+Gc5wZtpp9X1P+LW1179kDJIw7uq7bxQCcHpzdbL7bnBr7sgPLWMXxK/
RgbXv/RPfXd6nrfOS3R+rH1wwrMi7E6wWK8KIwa7Gt3u9GRLLasvIJgbU536P
7N+ix8P/AAH87/0w8kZxxVCPzXKc5fLfy1H9/wBK3mSOIlknagljdvnothDRm
ZVVFILKXNrPgQ2kOFdWPdIW17qgPVst/WKrsm+6/luybHs9KgnNyPqfoX73
gP6pfY7wbk4jDr/JZSVs/WXqGBk4rMPHOM/HcO0ZDrnOYxjmhrmUN6c9+yrMv
3v320x7LIRppOL+kZGPWvVPO0YuPZc70qWy8kF7ai8AwSX+1mzc78z/B+orAG
SQJOcwrolx/9BYoxuqx3xeJemd9T8DEZiIXi5GVU27a119gqsJNcuZ6bxVSz0
2XHf+/6tINf6RZH/MrMwa30wr6s5z2hm14+zva0H8z1HXYz930n/rFSycDEzu
m2+rgZeRju03em1zQ7/;GO3VWM/4ytdVOfrmRkPbiZ9RNOaZVNbmtMBuuTQO
Pbj7v+5FX6qz/C1UV/pFVnk5nGhjlGaO/CY 1/wChf+ONscqauWIwr9LijL/u
v+5eSzMPOpyhiSNdmG/cdrLIbIHOnVu/mr2bvivpc+tdFOr6lda6x9X30x/Q
xacm31gbMova+6sV+hU/0qqnfZz8d/qg5N1V93vv3/ANHZT+ks6LlopysZ+Lk1l
tuxrAQ+l+rdR9Jse5j/+FqcyxabOv2YOJUOYoupoYG2PDixzGsalgd6NVV3r
VN2+99Xvrr/7T/zliOHNoyo T9EUNWLHIXZDpD1X48L5NnNMyMC3Nx8ql2LkVW
MZbQ+Nzdja2sHtljHN/SVWM/R21fpKksawPvEw3UmSfogB7XH+xU7etf60v
P1h6xbmtP2emwVVVgVvdNdQLW?2uf+j/nHPe/6H8z6az+i42RX1P7VdQ4V4gs
tbXaHVi1l8hmJQx5b7/VyH02ZH/dKrJs/MV+OWEhvsNfOf+kxy5fNCjOFX2gX
/IR4nexaG39SqrsgVdLs9W5hMh+daObMZ3udX/kfFrpod7f6Yy/8A7kLzZes4
mN;jOjHx2ZLclzHk22bw4222HfkXu93+Fv93/ABa8mS4xvYYuCV1RvfZ//9LI
7+mPbn5mGLWg4Vz6XOIMOLH2U727P+JW30p7uldFd/N25N+Ra6gODVTO1tNX
gXQPVdTTtd7Wfztn6L/Sqglb/AMtdYP8A3ct/8/ZCLJIdtmIraGNERDQS7/q7H
vcs70elmJ+XQ19Hx4xPHANc6yaVnTM99pzMu8WOVI/rvbYPUj21zXurYx9d
WOjNIH6K|j/g1KzpGXUQLNrHEBwWD22NJafovbvrburd++uwOHV1H6rYWG0g53 TEym5eL TIt09Zgc5scPHtuYP6IzbFDnx
8NSquLcfImOUJgAYHDITdy+rOPFBOVQ2KLCGVrHFdjvzm/uOX/510R+//m7K
VngRwij811JZXYx1Vo3VWAssb4tdzH8r85n8tcvisfhvugskuoO3cOXAkejY
P+PbZW9LFLi06hsYMhI4SdY/9H/0Fs4VWddI10YFQuzLtzcYOO0YzVrbszKcP
5vFxt21+39Jfe/7LX/PrzKKP33f50/8AJr3r6r9Po6ffl32IrbLraa2tJHtP
0Nzji4357mMbfu9L3+pbXbkrwJlaftx9ng/H+v+85n3mX3v30nb/VcPHwW/wWAvV
80//08awz1ng5HDsy60f9LKHT85EMwWN3HJIBH/VKj1X1v251FIVj6y7NyN2xx
boLrfd7f3UM23NbJusa0fy3aDzkqjkhcib3p6LIjeKIrYB6S7qldeHOR2E/f
[I9MZd90Y40aJcWbaS9zWtsZdULarHUu/mO/WusYt/UvtOE4ZFLsUY9jbWuaD
NI19IVrfONm5nqUWfaKHfz/8xZ7FitwOslu4YuaW/muFdsQe/wBFU7ci6qT6
J97SWhrnGd37rmu/c/wijELNAj6I9rFfFd8HGTqNp8Uv+bx+h1H5Hr2Pyby T
YAXxtVVbAKOrdtTah7t1VVGO39D7LPV{/ADv+mVuvgH2fphw6663vtuFtjinN3
saGMrGO2um39FfY536Z277m3UM/Rez1/5jD6a+yyixz3ucRYBL3FxA2z+dK2+
n9ltzcZ+TvBASpPYS1g21z3loG/02ucxnplb/AN//AIKr/CJIs48JIPTr/AMSd
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14jjjKXphfy/3fSI+n/Ha9mVnXEF9119p/m/0lj3F35jG+527c76C6gU3UYb
a72W5GI12tozK72PtrlaA+66b2ljvRs/Svrc/+b9T7L6GRE6KXUuNn4GRT9YchEe
wWWWNsa9hblBaWmxuUS3f/AlIOIv6fZ/p6/Q/4RP1TJ/bPXs30LhbS6hluP0+71
LGFzqG/aLac/FOT7HZiZfvdTZXTXb9n9BCtJE7RHEf7v6c/8BrczOBMIXiDE
JisD5QO0/rDOIdNfXdjbnYOTPoEnea3ger9I9Uk+tW6vINiXf4Wj+c9S619t2
[OWX7umPZMtqudt/q2Nru/6v1VK+5uV9Qce+xoc9lGLYONUh1d70ntLT+a92
MXV/21W+gXIXMvmPWY Gz4bbEM+uKV7xIX2S4U45meA8Rswiw3406NFz/ANbG
BjgLWzuvrc1xb+/UWitpj+U2vI9T/AKwxbs9vks/r1fqYuLBALMgIs6j3VV8A
NIKtgNZI/VWP5x56+T1PSOmnlzHdRy3B76895mNS1rdjGUnI6Vvm1r7fUygG
t9fbb+k9Cj/B/oV8IL6TEFkty+mYeUlnp+uwWOaTMOc5zrPcPpbrdz182LYs
cF/X80JyvV7/AA9elL26/5nC//9TD6iIGjq/UrJOdmZAGKS03W/wCatr6qdLgN
R6reN9psczEDgCGent35Qn/DOs/RUU/MWHpWP+nZ+jpdL+r2Z1a9zvtmNW8Iz
iyyx1mQ®8/SfbokY31Hb/AKXqWWLpsHDdAO/Dp6e97bHY25hsZla/e52SHNa/3
fRU/8DWfzHEIX3IjYdiWaHtjDEKTAHHEIUT4/N/WbLrlI73GBLnO5K5j614D
c3Eu6NG3Mxh6j3CPOIPtqtZzYfz7MavY+q7+d/Rvp/wBHs3Mu3UVDQCHuPN/g
2/2PprN61fVRObOfY4Ma+00hzuN936GvgO/efZ/1tU8cpDJIDh34gP8b9FYBU
SdnlelICMe6ePVE/DaF1XTOrMxOINZbQba8alzb3Md72tvPqg4luyxvpenbc6/
FIBApK/Tu+z/AONXKIMNOr2ZEOYWXNKOAB1ZPAc/27R7Pd71fqstgs9Sp215a
5hMBOteNr67K7A+u2qz/AAIVrfSsVzL G5yvw/ItDGMVLXA6SMhO+WcokO30z
Ldm9TyM97TV6WMKcetj3A1izOWOt1Ipfvb TIru9X/uTd/wAGo4vQ8XCORayy
7IzMwWUVX3uDrWwm5rvU9J7WN/WH/AMS5IdQt97Mau3+Y+mg2L1HFx2u20Po9Y
AVvOPY17TsLgGtqz673017nO/7U2Ir+uhhecTH22vAH2jIf6rgPbuZXjltrpa
z2fze/ObLPffTao70V0OqVv/RIk8IJ9OI6AR]XGNUP8P1etN9Yb8bpnQcXolTg
+x1eO02YLT6GOfU+1bP8AB/a86r9EX/8Aw/8A01D6tMLelue T/O3uLT4tY 2ur
/gmvWLNNsyfUyXE2ZMmx73avske5pOn0Wsb6G32Vsr+z1f0103Tam4/T8ehp
/mmND/8AjHfpbp/65Y9R55D2g0sper+Kva9rGIE3KR4i2uVn9beBRjtOhNxd
HIVjv/SivSVk9cvZ9pppLodSwud8bSNn/gdar4hcwrCLnF7X60Gfq703+pH3
WWL59+0X/wCmd/nOXufQOs9K6bOWemHgOVXRuUD9jHSXuDLbT+jqYLLHfR/c/
nfT9PI9L6a8M2M/cd/mn/ANKLX/yP+B/3Dn8MvvtOa+8f+pX/1c/A6VndVr34
1Vbsdss+0XuDWBWEuitm/Ksb7v8AA1/9tre6nkWY9GcWZmTmXY 7fXFjgwWb6
vp4Vbm7mObY3Y65npfotl38/+IrWZI9VdVXVj4TzXbU1jBY060Vhv60itzt2
6/0n+k//AIBIHrfp1z/VPrBlsysdmI5tTunu9QvbO198bHbm/wCjpp/Qen/w
2T+kUJ5YcBrfQi/3o0+rVuZOankmDKhEXQA/RP95sM+v;ji3dk4AfcZc59F3ps
cT7p9060g57P89ZvU/rFldVsbXbiUGisudTjk2ENkbX2Pcx9frWbfz3/9Z9NS
zum05dJ6r0esmhx/WcFmr8ew+57KmwPVxtx3s9P/AM9+r6VenBd7aQ4B9xHq
WsO4NH5221/mWf59qOHBY5IJNnGHDKPzWZcWOX+N6Vk8MUUCDbHTSPDIOh]BIPS
KMv06qgxk3Wiumvdt9OraOXbnWvf+ludf+j/m/wBH6v8Ahkvtzh/gmf8AS/VW
z+yM3q+MyvBFTasN/pgPfsbDmM9Nteh3emytv/bgan6idfuLtrsWGxLjfp7p
J6Nbv3VHkx31kBv8tzZWOOKIyZAJCIPI6/uuR9ufH82wR5ugD+rKCep2/m1M8
txfx/NLobP8AF39YNNDW2YRnkeu7Xwb/ADK0Z31L6vg/Om7EDidrGNuLnO+i
55Yz0foVNT8ApXP/AKNO/SORVIRAJKKA7sh5zG SIxyWfCOfRrcjNy/exjceg
b7nAOmMf8DU3c53869vu/4GuldCx9jH72n3951B8WOVTEXqQMPGZjokljfcXnR
z3nR99nPVft+h/gq9lKsiDoBJOgHPItAWdmmJyulqglOj/wB8kkn5jbcZkNey
WNL3iGiqdS9x21Vtd/wthZWyxV+rfVrrDLzmYGTZn+0ZyMFtzcaze4Nbt6d|
WV20WY7XfzZVNtdd9dNWz9Y9Rct1n6zX4+ZVVOM51VuLZ6ImVXrusALPQrDvZ
bil7n+v6n6LLf/wNfgLrOIfW/D6zh6luJm1VI2VjulFRa3R9+LbafdjfviW/
p8T/Alamvlle5PleCPHIaz6H9GDN8xnPHWMOBUR1eeq+yZ2YGYmXZXmHbRZg
dVcacltle39TZmmv7Fd72vZjU2uwbP8AgFxP2TK/OVv+YV6B13qPTetOrrdT
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6sQxucQWW7J/maNOWX43/hz9F/oKP8KvOvb4n/NH96ue2K2Pkw+/koajQEXX
71f96//W5/ght6KH42QJvqDTjkg7bW2Aux8yvd90Om3a+y7/R3V241v6Rcy28
j6cu59/50nUI0/TXpfWMXA+sOLRg5T3VOgDRI5TYd6bzjsyLbXM+k/EyG/or
G/4Symv0fz/U86610nO6XIHGza9ruWPHursb/pce36N1LVBA1HZ70YTBHIyE
Eb9dW50nLNGU2+i4VZDQAwWHRIgJIzH7tvgfyKtldvqfpgv0g2/VwMtstsrGH
luBD3g+xxn3094bW5/8AxzKr/iwDhbVyNZLj6fZ2h76fvLQptusAXGGHXItLC
eGl/6Pc7+0z/AM9puXFGRENhcZ7ccdJcP7sv34/31+PIQCDUo/uy2+n7sntuk
5x6fjfZxue31H20sr26udA1rdOHZWytrf0qlsT6z149djXVutL37427eGtY 1
u/1dn5u76Ky25PTLNNaW1bWgVscSOEMaAyv9OIx7Pos9rvVQGZ0zYIvhOgFoPY
n3H9IHfzaryjzAupQl4kcMvsiyR+7z0sIxJ6RPFH/GkIBK/WVKtIUNSzHb+a
97t7iC191Tdte7/rtzFkuustsL7bHW2EAFzzJgahv7rGN3e2utrKmf4NVhmd
MKTkgNIJLtzTB3bG1wG/Te39IpDP60I/WK3Isna98di7851dftUMsHMZfmkK
+wfOFmjkwYvigb+0/wCNKSfeOACTqdoBJ+MBZv1hfms6c/7070yJOSxutnoR
tkWNPsZud+s11f4D/Del66g/rFTSS22ItQmWNsYHQe/0/ft+kqdnV6iXBttQ
BmZzZezx/re72fTUuLkoYyJS9chrr8v+Kx50ZIMEDOD/nfa4tGE+470lbpER2R
LhTita5xO4Q6trTDiRxbu/wbWO+hciWZdOLXsoNb30On0yXNexgnUODXe97{8 XQUuUE1Ib3Jpem9udGFsUmVzPC9rZXk+CgkJ
CQk8cmVhbD43MjwvecmVhbD4KCQkJICTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRp
Y 2tldC5jbGllIbnQ8L2tle TAKCQKJICTxzdHJIpbmc+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50
aWwsnbWFuYWidlcjwvc3RyaW5snPgoJCQkJIPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJIpbnQu
dGlja2vVOLm1vZERhdGUS8L2tleT4AKCQKJICTxkYXRIPjlwMDYtMDgtMTRUMjM6
NTc6MjFaPC9kYXRIPgoJCQkJIPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJIpbnQudGlja2Vv0o
LNNOYXRIRmxhZzwva2V5PgoJCQkJIPGIudGVnzZXI+MDwvaW50ZWdIcj4dKCQkJ
PC9kaWNOPgoJCTwvYXJyYXk+Cgk8L2RpY3Q+Cgk8a2V5PmNvbS5hcHBsZS5w
cmludC5QYWdIRM9ybWFOLIBNT3JpZW50Y XRpb248L2tleTAKCTxkaWNOPgoJ
CTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tIdC5jcmVhdG9yPC9rZXk+CgkJ
PHNOcmIuzZz5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnRpbmdtYW5hZ2VyPC9zdHJpbmc+CgkJ
PGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnQudGlja2vVOLmI0ZW1BcnJheTwva2V5PgoJ
CTxhcnJheT4KCQkIPGRpY3Q+CgkJCQk8a2V5PmMNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemiudC5Q
YWdIRmM9ybWFOLIBNT3JpZW50Y XRpb248L2tleTAKCQKJICTxpbnRIZ2VyPJE8
L2ludGVnzXI+CgkJCQk8a2V5PmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC50aWNrZXQuY2xp
ZW50PC9rzXk+CgkJCQk8c3RyaW5nPmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludGluZz21hbmFn
ZXI8L3NOcmIuZz4KCQKJICTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5t
b2REYXRIPCOrZXk+CgkJCQk8ZGFO0ZT4yMDA2LTA4LTEOVDIzOjU30jIXWjwv
ZGFOZT4KCQkJICTxrZzXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5zdGF0ZUZs
YWc8L2tleT4AKCQKJICTxpbnRIZ2VyPjA8L2ludGVnZXI+CgkJCTwvZGljdD4K
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CQk8L2FycmF5PgoJPC9kaWNOPgoJPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnQuUUGFN
ZUZvem1hdC5QTVNj)YWxpbmc8L2tleTAKCTxkaWNOPgoJCTxrZXk+Y29tLmFw
cGxILnByaW50LNnRpY2tldC5jcmVhdG9yPC9rZXk+CgkJPHNOcmluzZz5jb20u
YXBwbGUucHJpbnRpbmdtYW5hz2VyPC9zdHJpbmc+CgkJPGtleT5jb20uYXBw
bGUucHJpbnQudGlja2vVOLmI0ZW1BcnJheTwva2V5PgoJCTxhcnJheT4KCQKkJ
PGRpY3Q+CgkJCQk8a2V5PmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC5QYWdIRmM9ybWFOLIBN
U2NhbGluzZzwva2V5PgoJCQkIPHIIYWw+MTwvemVhbD4KCQKJICTxrZXk+Y 29t
LmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5jbGlIbnQ8L2tle TAKCQkJCTxzdHIpbmc+

Y 29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50aW5nbWFuYWdIcjwvc3RyaW5nPgoJCQkJIPGtleT5j
b20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnQudGlja2VOLm1vZERhdGUSL2tleTAKCQkJCTxKY XRI
PilwMDYtMDgtMTRUM]M6NTc6MjFaPC9kY XRIPgoJCQkJIPGtleT5jb20uY XBw
bGUucHJIpbnQudGlja2VOLNNOY XRIRmxhZzwva2V5PgoJCQkJIPGludGVnzZXI+
MDwvaW50ZWdIcjdKCQkJIJPC9kaWNOPgoJCTwvYXJyY Xk+Cgk8L2RpY3Q+Cgk8 XQUUE1IWZXJ0aWNhbFNjYWxpbmc8L2tle T4AKCTxk
aWNOPgoJCTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5jcmVhdG9yPC9r XBIcl9pbmzZvX3RpY2tldDwva2V5PgoJPGRpY3Q+CgkJ
PGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnQuUUGFNZUZvem1hdC5QTUFkanVzdGVkUGFnN
ZVJIY3Q8L2tleTAKCQk8ZGIjdD4KCQkJIPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnQu
dGlja2vVOLMNyZWFO0b3I8L2tle T4AKCQkJPHNOcmIuZz5jb20uY XBwbGUucHJp
bnRpbmdtYW5hZ2VyPC9zdHJIpbmc+CgkJCTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50
LnRpY2tldC5pdGVtQXJyY Xk8L2tle TAKCQkIPGFycmF5PgoJCQkJPGRpY3Q+
CgkJCQkJIPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHIpbnQuUUGFNnZUZvem1hdC5QTUFkanVz
dGVKUGFNnzZVJIY3Q8L2tleTAKCQkJICQk8Y XJyY Xk+CgkJCQKJICTxyZWFsPjAu
MDwvecmVhbD4KCQkJCQkIPHIIYWw+MC4AwPC9yZWFsPgoJCQkJCQk8cmVhbD43
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MzQ8L3JIYWw+CgkJCQKJICTxyZWFsPjU3NjwvcmVhbD4KCQkJCQk8L2FycmF5
PgoJCQkJICTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5jbGllbnQ8L2tl
eT4KCQkJICQk8c3RyaW5s5nPmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludGluZ21hbmFnZXISL3NO
cmluZz4KCQkJCQk8a2V5PmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC50aWNrZXQubW9kRGFO
ZTwva2V5PgoJCQkICTXKYXRIPjiwMDYtMDgtMTRUM]M6NTc6MjFaPC9kY XRI
PgoJCQKJICTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY2tldC5zdGF0ZUZsYWc8
L2tleTAKCQkJCQk8aWw50ZWdlcjawPC9pbnRIZ2VyPgoJCQkJPC9kaWNOPgoJ
CQk8L2FycmF5PgoJCTwvZGljdD4KCQk8a2V5PmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC5Q
YWdIRM9ybWFOLIBNQWRgAXNOZWRQY XBIclJIY3Q8L2tleT4AKCQk8ZGIjdD4K
CQkJPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJIpbnQudGlja2vVOLmNyZWFOb3I8L2tleT4K
CQkJIPHNOcmIuZz5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnRpbmdtYW5hzZ2VyPC9zdHJpbmc+
CgkJCTxrzXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5pdGVtQXJyY Xk8L2tl
eT4KCQKIPGFycmF5PgoJCQkIPGRpY3Q+CgkJCQkJIPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUuU
cHJIpbNQUUGFNnZUZvem1hdC5QTUFkanVzdGVkUGFwWZXJSZWNOPC9rZXk+CgkJ
CQkIPGFycmF5PgoJCQkJICQk8cmVhbD4tMTg8L3JIYWw+CgkJCQKICTXyZWFs
PiOxODwvcmVhbD4KCQkJCQkJPHJIIYWw+NzcOPC9yZWFsPgoJCQkJCQk8cmVh
bD410TQ8L3JIYWw+CgkJCQkIPC9hcnIheT4KCQkJCQk8a2V5PmNvbS5hcHBSs
ZS5wemludC50aWNrzXQuy 2xpZW50PC9rZXk+CgkJCQkIJPHNOcmIuZz5jb20u
YXBwbGUucHJIpbnRpbmdtYW5hz2VyPC9zdHJpbmc+CgkJCQkJIPGtleT5jb20u
YXBwbGUucHJpbnQudGlja2vVOLm1vZERhdGUS8L2tleT4AKCQkJCQK8ZGF0ZT4y
MDA2LTAA4LTEOVDIzOjU30jIxWjwvZGF0ZT4KCQkJICQk8a2V5PmMNvbS5hcHBs
ZS5wemludC50aWNrZXQuc3RhdGVGbGFnNPC9rzXk+CgkJCQkJIPGIudGVnZXI+
MDwvaW50ZWdIcj4KCQkICTwvZGIljdD4KCQkIPC9hcnJheT4AKCQKBL2RpY3Q+
CgkJPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJIpbnQUUGFwWZXJJIbmZvLIBNUGFwWZXJOYW1lI
PCOrzZXk+CgkJPGRpY3Q+CgkJCTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tl
dC5jcmVhdG9yPC9IrZXk+CgkJCTxzdHJIpbmc+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnBt
LIBvc3RTY3JpcHQ8L3NOcmIuZz4KCQKkJIPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJIpbnQu
dGlja2vOLmI0ZW1BcnJheTwva2V5PgoJCQk8Y XJyY Xk+CgkJCQk8ZGIjdD4K
CQkJICQk8a2V5PmMNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC5QY XBIckluZm8uUE1QY XBIck5h
bWUB8L2tleT4AKCQkJICQk8c3RyaW5nPm5hLWxIdHRIcjwvc3RyaW5nPgoJCQkJ
CTxrzXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5jbGlIbnQ8L2tle T4AKCQkJ
CQk8c3RyaWs5nPmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC5wbS5Qb3N0U2NyaxXBOPC9zdHJIp
bmc+CgkJCQkJIPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnQudGlja2VOLm1vZERhdGUS8
L2tleTAKCQKJICQk8ZGFO0ZT4yMDAzLTA3LTAXVDE30jQ50]M2WjwvZGF0ZT4K
CQkJICQkB8a2V5PmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC50aWNrZXQuc3RhdGVGbGFnPCOr
ZXk+CgkJCQkIPGIudGVnZXI+MTwvaW50ZWdIcj4dKCQkJIJCTwvZGljdD4KCQkJ
PC9hcnJheT4KCQK8BL2RpY3Q+CgkJPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnQuUGFw
ZXJJIbmZvLIBNVW5hZGpl1c3RIZFBhZ2VSZWNOPC9rZXk+CgkJPGRpY3Q+CgkJ
CTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tIdC5jcmVhdG9yPC9rZXk+CgkJ
CTxzdHJIpbmc+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnBtLIBvc3RTY3JpcHQ8L3NOcmIu
Zz4KCQkJIPGtleT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJIpbnQudGlja2vVOLmI0ZW1BcnJheTwv
a2V5PgoJCQk8Y XJyY Xk+CgkJCQk8ZGIjdD4KCQkJICQk8a2V5PmNvbS5hcHBs
ZS5wemludC5QY XBlckluzZm8uUE1VbmFkanVzdGVKUGFNnZVJIY3Q8L2tleT4K
CQkJICQk8YXJyY Xk+CgkJCQKJICTxyZWFsPjAuMDwvcmVhbD4KCQkJCQkJIPHJI
YWw+MC4wPC9yZWFsPgoJCQkJCQk8cmVhbD43MzQ8L3JIYWw+CgkJCQkJICTxy
ZWFsPjU3NjwvcmVhbD4KCQkJCQk8L2FycmF5PgoJCQKJICTXrZXk+Y29tLmFw
cGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5jbGlIbnQ8L2tle TAKCQkJCQk8c3RyaW5nPmNv
bS5hcHBsZS5wemludGluzZz21hbmFnzZXI8L3NOcmluZz4KCQkJCQk8a2V5PmMNv
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bS5hcHBsZS5wcecmludC50aWNrZXQubW9kRGF0ZTwva2V5PgoJCQkICTXKYXRI
PjlwMDYtMDgtMTRUM]M6NTc6MjFaPC9kY XRIPgoJCQKJICTxrZXk+Y29tLmFw
cGxILnByaW50LNRpY2tldC5zdGF0ZUZsYWc8L2tle T4AKCQkJCQk8awW50ZWdl
cj4wPC9pbnRIZ2VyPgoJCQkJPC9kaWNOPgoJCQk8L2FycmF5PgoJCTwvZGl|
dD4KCQk8a2V5PmMNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemiudC5QY XBlckluZm8uUE1VbmFkanVz
dGVKUGFwWZXJISZWNOPC9rzXk+CgkJPGRpY3Q+CgkJCTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxI
LnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5jcmVhdG9yPC9rzZXk+CgkJCTxzdHJIpbmc+Y29tLmFw
cGxILnByaW50LnBtLIBvc3RTY3JpcHQ8L3NOcmIuZz4KCQkJIPGtleT5jb20u
YXBwbGUucHJpbnQudGlja2vVOLmI0ZW1BcnJheTwva2V5PgoJCQk8Y XJyY Xk+
CgkJCQk8ZGIjdD4KCQKkICQk8a2V5PmMNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC5QY XBIcklu XRv
cjwva2V5PgoJCQk8c3RyaW5nPmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC5wbS5Qb3N0OU2Ny
aXBOPC9zdHJIpbmc+CgkJCTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5p
dGVtQXJIyYXk8L2tleTAKCQkIPGFycmF5PgoJCQKIPGRpY3Q+CgkJCQKJIPGHI
eT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJIpbnQuUUGFwWZXJJIbmZvLnBwZC5QTVBhcGVYyTmFtZTwv
a2V5PgoJCQkJICTxzdHIpbmc+VVMgTGVOdGVyPC9zdHIpbmc+CgkJCQKIPGHI
eT5jb20uYXBwbGUucHJpbnQudGlja2VOLmNsaWVudDwva2V5PgoJCQkJCTxz
dHIpbmc+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnBtLIBvc3RTY3JpcHQ8L3NOcmluZz4K
CQkJICQk8a2VvV5PmNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC50aWNrZXQubW9kRGF0ZTwva2Vs
PgoJCQkJICTXKYXRIPjlwMDMtMDctMDFUMTc6NDk6MzZaPC9kYXRIPgoJCQkJ
CTxrzXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC5zdGF0ZUZsYWc8L2tleT4K
CQkJICQk8aw50zWdIcjaxPC9pbnRIZ2VyPgoJCQkJPC9kaWNOPgoJCQKBL2Fy
cmF5PgoJCTwvZGlidD4KCQk8a2V5PmMNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC50aWNrZXQu
QVBJIVmMVyc2lvbjwva2V5PgoJCTxzdHIpbmc+MDAUMJA8BL3NOcmIuZz4KCQk8
a2V5PmMNvbS5hcHBsZS5wemludC50aWNrZXQucHJpdmFOZUxvY 2s8L2tle T4K
CQk8ZmFsc2UvPgoJCTxrZXk+Y29tLmFwcGxILnByaW50LnRpY 2tldC50eXBI
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AAAAAAQAAAAEOEJITQQZAAAAAAAEAAAAHINCSUODBWAAAAAACQAAAAAAAAAA
AQA4QKINBAOAAAAAAAEAADNhCSUONEAAAAAAACGABAAAAAAAAAAEAQKINA/UA
AAAAAEQAL2ZMAAEADGZmMAAYAAAAAAAEAL2ZMAAEA0ZMaAAYAAAAAAAEAMQAA
AAEAWQAAAAYAAAAAAAEANQAAAAEALQAAAAYAAAAAAAEAQKINA/gAAAAAAHAA
APIITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTBD6 AAAAADIIITTTTTTTTTTTIIT
HIHTHTA+QAAAAAITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIWPOAAAAAP/I

HHHIIsDe6 AAAOEJITQQIAAAAAAAQAAAAAQAAAKAAAAIADg4ODhQRDAWMDAWREQWMDAWMDBEMDAwWMDAwWMDAwWMDAwWMDAwWMDAWMDAWMDAw
M

DAWM/S8AAEQQAgABPAWEIAAIRAQMRAT/JAAQAB//EATSAAAEFAQEBAQEBAAAA
AAAAAAMAAQIEBQYHCAKKCWEAAQUBAQEBAQEAAAAAAAAAAQACAWQFBgcICQoL
EAABBAEDAgQCBQcGCAUDDDMBAAIRAWQhEJEFQVFhEYJIxgTIGFIGhsUIJJBVS
WWIzZzNHKCOUMHJZJT8OHxXY3M1FgKygyZEk1RKkRcKjdDY X0IXiZfKzhMPTdePz
RieUpIWOIcTU5PSItcXV5fVWZnaGlga2xtbm9jdHV2d3h5ent8fX5/cRAAIC
AQIEBAMEBQYHBWYFNQEAAhEDITESBEFRY XEIEwWUygZEUobFCI8FS0fAzJGLh
coKSQ1IMVY3MO08SUGFgKygwcmNcLSRINUoxdkRVU2dGXi8rOEWON14/NGIKSF
tIXE1OTOpbXF1leX1VmzZ2hpamtsbW5vYnNOdXZ3eHI6e3x//aAAWDAQACEQMR
ADB8ATpjWFrfaOB8jCofWW2jH+rnVb7y0VDEUb7tAXWMdRVXu/wCFusYxq5Tp
f+MPMycX9LgVPvpaXWFmMQ600aC6sWCqzGytu9zNv889¢c59Z/rNn9bsysfODK
gMLeMfHqLizfq1t9r7Nrsm/Y706rHMqrqg/SejjleooY45EORS+utufY9renl
dbl02YZY8CptgfPs21liuofneolvOUJhpe30/VqY6zAZUHPeOAP8AU30Y935)
2t/NV931D6ulxacjEBB1BfadflQl/wAw+rf9ysP/ADrv/edRDNy/+dH2dm+c
mUK/QjgSTZv59xf7rl0YrQ3IxnZGPvurZsferf TEWgkOs/f2tQX4jm3soDq7
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XWAO/QPDwWAXGV097f8Lo1jf+M/4RbjfqF1ftlYU/L1ruf/Yf8LXMLEhIY rrNr
cjCD7WI/ojuv9oPt3wMf/AEW70VvBA]PVUsOZWXZyxLBKkjIxA9ox4fSDf6PFKf E/9F62qr1X+n+bE2nwbMH/tz+bb
/InrRGuvB50WXRI51DX134TKsprkK8i2g30JDLQ/0w5/oMb6tLqcii+rb+jvr/
AOEWdI/XR+JZtPTWVHZ32kgTzB/VnKePlczZWmP8A5+P/AL9glzGMnSX4SeoG
g/v8IXyX7niv81mrv65/9IM/BEXNY31/syLfTr6UOHa57nnJLmsawbn2vDcb
6DP3P8JZ+jVN/wBfXttdUemNfaHFpjlcS5354AFH5rvppHkeZr+b/wCdj/79
Uc209zfthJéwJcd+Vy7vritkNGvS69QPbh9odydl/mf3INnluy78e+2vBpxzTsA
fZY+1pe9/p+l6UY/v2+r/hPzEwcInuuEdvmh/wB8yHLAa6/ZJ6S2ymmillzx
XSwHe9wkCBvIrW+6yza3+ar/AEiSvgGa3qeM7JsZsx2F7KKXkS1v80bb9vtd
k3uH/WWfq9X+FfbRt6hISW5WTm3G1v2N1FAOONa6549ZtFVO1lf0a2viAMIZ
IprFWGa4sx8Vo9u47zriLhbbvH8trPbX/Is/OmzOtHIOSGH1yllk7j5Yd+H/
AL5g5cxmaGkfzegxbRZb6TIHGtpsYTqTW/fXSS327dm2yt3/AAfpLyNeisyz
ilua9sCsViLR+cbvZVT/ANs125ez/uvYvOkhyol/dPDOv60eL0/85Jzax7+q
PO9Gr//Rw+mubnOurd9J7RTewQNPpstr3elu6bxnrY+7+ayKOD6nVPré 7mmMfD
NUY9vUb9EmyyljXM/kW1u9Rn8hZ1dItQc6p21z20YINjhtez+1+9+Y/3rc+p
VUWdAWVjRz6gmnxn1b7G6fuxWq3Mz/02Q+Aif818Nt72TDNED5Sbj/g68Lf8A
rXktp6MaDJdn3V44AMHY 1wyL+P8Ai6mfoeWL9U+j9S6j1fHyaMf18bHVGRkX
WEt09ry8Ndd/hnOcGbaafVv9T/iltde/ZAycO7qu28UANB6c3Wy+25wa+71Dy
1jMSv0am17/0T313ep639Et0fgx9cMKzluxOsCvCpcGuxrd7vRkSy2rLyCam
10d+j+zfosfD/WAB/O/zsPJGccVQj81ynOXy38tR/f8ASt5kjiJJ20CI3b56
LYQO0ZmVVRbZSylzaz6kNpDhXV|3ZVte6qjlbLfliq7JvuvyLsmx7PSqgpzcj6
n/V+94D+gX208G50Iw6/yWUIbP116hgZOKzDxzjPx3NGQ65zmMY50a5IDenP
fsqzL9799jsey30aafS/pGRj1rzzqGLj2X0O9KIsvIBe20vAMEI/tZs30/M/w
fqKwBkkCTnMK6CMf/QWKMbgsd8XiXpnfU/AXGX14uRIVNu2tdfYKrCTXLmem
8VUSIONIX3/V+ITX+kWR/zKzMGtzsK+rOc9oZtePs72tB/M9R12M/d9J/6xUs
NAXM7ptvgdGXKY 7tN3ptc00/4xjt1VjP+MrXVdH65kZD24mfUTdGmVTW5SITA
brkOND24+7/uRV+qs/wtVFf6RVZ50Zxm45RmjvwmNf8AoX/jjbHKmrliMK/S
4oy/7r/luxXkszDzgcoYuTXZhv3HayyGyB9J1bv5q9m7376XPrXRdK+pXWusfV
9zsfOMWnJt9amzKL2vurFfoVP9Kgp32fHf6uTdVfd779/wDR2U/pLOiyKKcr
GfiSNbbsawEPpfq3UfSbHuY//hanMsWmzr9mDiVNGKLqaGBtjw4scxrGtYHe
jVVvd61TdvvfV766/+0/85Y]jh56MgE/RLp1ix5cWQ6Q9V+PC+TZzMjAtzcfKp
diSFVjGWOPjc3Y2trB7ZZYxzf0IVjPOdtX6SpLGSD7XxMN1Jkn6lAelx/sVO3
rX+tLz9YesW5SrT9npsFVVYFb3TXUC1trn/o/5xz3v+h/M+ms/ouNkVIT+1XU
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OFelLLW12h1YtflZiuUMeW+/1chO9NmMR/3SqybPzFfjlhlb7DX9H/pMcuXzQoz
hVv9ql/0eJ3sWht/Ugqq7IFXS7PVuYTIfnWtGzGd7nV/5Hxa6aHe3+mMv/AO5C
82Xr0OJjY9Ix8dmS3Jcx5Ntm8ONtth35F7vd/hb/d/wAWvVIkuMb2GLgldUb32
f//S5e/pj25+ZhiloOFc+1ziDDix9109uz/iVt9Ke7pXRXfzduTfkWuoDg70
ztbTV6I0D1XU07Xeln87Z+i/0gpW/wDLXWD/AN3Lf/P2QiyXbZiK2hjREQOE
u/6ux73LOzniJiflONfR38eMTxwJ30smlZ0zPfaczLvFjr5f6722D119pcl7
g2MfXVVvYzZR+i0/4NSs6RILECzaxxAcA9tj]SWn6L27627q3fvrsDh1dR+q2F
htlOd9Iffh MAMUNDtuVTW6Qz1LgM|Z6f/FXf4AD9HS63X9py8RzXfo6+IY9zn
EkQ2bG/13PfY+mmqr8+638z91gZy+z8IuLNHi9sDhqUXL/B+Q/4Tz+Li/Zm2
g7ZsebBtmI2sbt1a389q02p7/0Nc8gEUDGIOcfSDdzvTd++iX4xx7BVva8Pa
yyt7dwa+uljba7Geoljtj2u/PZ7LfUrWt0C04mL1LNelbTWxkNIbJ/SvFM/8
K70fo/6VMkSdSzyyCGLih6tuEfvccv8A0JIxjRkjmiye81v8A/IrV+rlT6rb7
rZrlY2msOBaTvd6j9u4NfIGIP8AOK7T17qdzA6rpuVeztZVZa9nxrezG20V
bJ+tWViPDMjp+SwSGtdba6oEkbnMY67G97kADekfxYZZsshw8EQT/XjbgDYS
Qwh0ydollgbnf2Pz/wCR/WAWpPNJbBGhBOI7Fct1P6x52e0VNAwW620a/021zn
Oc07gn33v2+p6FjW2spZTVT/AIW31vTYukxMpuXi05bdPWYHObHDx7bmD+pc
2xQ58fDUQri3H9ZjICY AMhw303cvg/TXQTIUNiiwhrexxXY785v7tF/+ZTkf
o/5uylZ4EcH4/JdSWV2MdVaN1VgLLG+LXcx/K/OZ/LXL5bH4b7griLqDt3DI
wJH02D/j22VvSxS4tOobGDISOENWP/R/9BbOFVNXZddGBULsy7c3GDtGM1a2
7MynD+bxcbdtft/SX3v+y1/z68yij993+aP/ACa96+q/T60Nn35d9pa2y62mt
rSR7T6Dc44uN+e5jG37vS9/qW125K8CWn7cfZ4Px/rivOZ951979zp2/1XDx
8P8AL/KP/9PGsM9Z6uRw7Mujn/S5B0/ORDMDdAxyQR/1S09V9b9udRZVY +suz
cjdscW6C633e391DNtzWybrGtH8t2g85K05IXIm96ei5Y 3iiK2Aeku6tXXh9
EdhP35fTGXfaGODMIiIXFmM2kvclrbGXVC2gx1Lv5tP1rrGLfIL7ThOGRS7FGPY
21rmgzZdfZVa39DZuZ6IFn2ih38//MWexYrcDrJbuGLmlIvSrhXbEHVBARVO3
lugk+o/e0loa5xnd+65rv3P8loxCzQIl+iPaxXxXfBxk6jafFL/m8fodR+R69
18m8k2AMbVVWwCva3bU20e7dVVRjt/Q+yz1X/wA7/plbr6h9n6YcOuut77bh
bY5zd7GhjKxjtrpt/RX20d+me+5t1DP0Xs9f+Yw+mvssoscO7nEWASIXCQNSs
InStvp/SLc3GTk7/AEQWEtYNpc95aBvONrnMZ6dW/wDf/wCCqg/wibOPCSD06
IwDOXSO0I144yl6Y X8v930iPp/x2vZIZ1xBfddfaf5v9JY9xd+Yxvudu30O+guo
FN1GG2u9luRiNraMyu9j7ayGgPuum9pY70bP0r63P/m/U+y+hkeisbp+BkU/
WHGxHsFIjbGvYWyAWIpsbIN3/wCDpb+n2f6evOP+ET9Uyf2z17N6C4WO0uoZb
J9Pu9Sxhc6hv2i2nPxfU+x2YmX73U2V012/Z/QQrSROORXxH+7+nP/Aa3MzgT
CMYgxl4rA+UNP6WICHTX13Y252Dkz6BJ3mt4Hq/ZfVIPrVur/TYI3+Fo/nPU
upfbdpfVI+7pj2TLarnbfétja7v+roVSvublfUHHvsaHPZRi2NJ1ldXezp7S
0/mvdjF1fotVvqsSMTL5]1mBs+G2xDPrile8ZV9kuFOOZngPEbMJcN+DujRc
IwDWxgY6i1ls7r63NcW/v1FraY/INryPU/WCsMW7Pb5LP69X6mLIiwQCzIJbOo
91b/APYyCrYDWSP1Vj+ceevk9TOjppyMx3Uctwe+vKuZjUta3YxIJyOlb5ta+
31MghrfX22/pPQo/wf6FfPS+k+hZLcvpmHINZ6frsFimkzDnOc6z3D6W63c9
fNi2LHBf1/Dicrle/wAPXiQuv+Zwv//Uw+oho6vlKydHZmQBpEtN1v8Amra+
gnS6jUeq3jfabHMxA4Ahnp7d+UJ/wzrPOVLV8B6V)/p2fo6XS/q9mdWvc77Z
JVvJIc4sssdZkPPOn2/ZGNIR2/wCl6lli6bBw3dPw6enve2x2NuYbGSGv3udk
hzWv930bv/A1n8xxCF9yI2HYIMmh7YwxJEWBXXIIE+Pzf1my6yJe9xgS5zuSu

Y +teA3NxLupxtzMYeo9wj9JT7arWWH8+zGr2Pqu/nfOb6f8AR7NzLt1FQOAh
7]5/4Nv9j6azetX1UdGzn20DGvgNIc7jfd+hr4Dv3n2f9bVPHKQyQ4d+ID/G
IRWAVENZ5XpQjHunj1RPw2hdV0zqzMTpTWWO0G2vGtc29zHe9rbz6uJbssb6X
p230vxX/AKSvO7vs/wDplyvTI9KOhDmMFIzZDgAdWTwHP9u0Oez3e9X6rLarPU
gdteWuYTAdLXja+uyuwPrtqs/wAJVa30rFcyxucr8PybQxjLy8QOKjIdPInK
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JDt9My32zvU8jPe01eljCnHrY9wNYs/VvbdSKX720/a7vV/7k3fBABqQOLOPFw
jkWssuyczMFIFV97g61lpua71PSeljflh/wDOZXULfezGrt/mPpqti9Rxcdrt
tD6PWALZzj2Ne07C4Bras+u99Ne5zv+1NiK/roY XnEx9trwB9oyH+q4D27mV4
9babWs9n83v9Gyz3302q06FdKr/0ZZPCSfTIOgEY8RjVD/DIXITIWG/G6Z0H
FENU4PsdXjtmCO+hjn1PtWz/AAf2vOq/RM/AMP/AKNQ+rTC3pbnk/zt7i0+
LWNrg/6prli5zbMn1MIXNmTJse92r7JHuaTp9FrG+ht9lbK/s9X6NdANO2puP
0/Hoaf5pjQ//AIx36W6Ef+uWPUeeQ9oDrKXg/ir2vaxiBNykeltrlZ/W3gUY7
ToTcXR/VY7/00r0IZPXL2faaaS6HUSLNfGOjZ/4HWq+IXMKwi5xe1+gBn6u9
N/gRI1Ii+fftF/8 Apnf5zI7nODrPSum/Vnph6jlVObg/Y x0l7gy20/06mCyx]PThXod3psrb/26mp+onX7i7a7FhsS
436e6Y+jW791R5MdyJAb/LcljjiiMmQCQvT5ev7rkfonx/NsEeboA/qygnqgd
V5tTPLCcX8f5y6Gz/ABd/WJIzQ1LtmEZ5Hrul8G/wAyqGd9S+r4P9JuxAdnaxjb
iI52zvoueWM9HGFTX/AKVz/wCp9P0vUb7UQCZCgO7lecxkiMcinwtHOa3lzcv3
sY3HoG+5wDpn/A1N30d/Ovb7v+BrtXQsfYx+9p9/edQfFjlUxMajDxmY9JJY
33F50c950ffZz737fofdKvZSrige6ASToBz5bQFNnZpicriKiNI/8AfJJJ+Y23
GZDXsljS94hognUvcdtVbXf8LYWVssViq31abwy85mBk2Z/qGcjBbc3Gs3uD
W7enZVIdtFmO1381ThXXfXTVs/WPUXLdAZ+s1+PmVVdJudVbi2epZIV67rACz
OKw72W4te5/r+p+iy3/8DX6i6zpX1vw+sdepbiZtvVZdlY 7iBUWLOffi22n3Y
379VVEfE/WCGpProZXuT5XgjxyGs+h/Rg5/MZzx1JNAbkdXngqvsmdmBmJI2V5
h20WYHVXGnJbZXt/U2Zpr+xXe9r2Y 1NrsGz/AIBcT9kyv9Fb/mFegdd6j03r
Tq63U+rEMbnEFIuyfSmjdFI+N/4c/Rf6Cj/Crzr2+J/zR/erntiti5MPV5KG
00BF1+9X/ev/1uf6obeih+NkCb6g0451021tgLsfMr3fTpt2vsu/0d1duNb+
kXMtvl+nLuff+dJ1JdP016X1jFwWPrDi0YOU91Tqg0YuU2Hem847Mi21zPpPx
Mhv6Kxv+EsproH8/1POupdJzul5Rxs2va7ljx7q7G/6 XHt+jdS7/ANR2e9GE
WR4shBG/XVudJyzRINvouFWQOAMBOZY CZcx+7b6n8irdXb6n6ar9KtvlcDLe
bbKxh5bgQ94Pscz9zveG1luf/AMcyq/8A4W1cjWS4+n2doe+n7yOKbbrAMRhOhO
15bSwnhpf+j30/qM/wDPabIxRKRIXGe3HHSXD+7L9+P99flyEAg1KP7stvp+
7J7bpOcen432cbntOR9jrk9urnQNa3fR2Vsra39KtbhE+s9ePXY11brS9++Nu
3hrWNbv9XZ+bu+istuTOy5zWItW1oFbHEtBDGgMr/SMez6LPalUBmdM2CL4d
IBaD2J9x/SB382g808wLqUJeJHDL7Iskfu8zrCcSekTXR/XpPQZP1ryrZbju
sx2/mve7e4giPdU3bXu/67cxZLrLbC+2x1thABc8yY Gob+6xjd3trraypn+
DVYZnTJESIDSCS7c0wd2xtcBv03t/SKQz+jiP1it5bJ2vfHYu/OdXX7VDLBz
GX5pCvsH/RZo5MGL5YG/tP8AjSkn3jgAk6naASHAWDIY X5rOnP+zu9MiTks
brZ6EbZFjT7GbnfrNdX+A/w3peuoP6xU0kttpbUJIjbGBOHVIP37fpKnZleo
IWbbUAZmMXs8f63u9n01Li5KGMiUvXla6/L/iseTmZTBA9A/532uLRhPUO6CG
6REdkS4U4rWucTuEOraOw4kcW7v8G1jvoXIImXTil7KDW9zp9MIzXsYJ1Dgl
3ve3/BVV/RbFMWOL3ue+ze551zi4En5q7fZqupjdTde5rbY FudeTXa/m/uv/
AJCw4/1j/arLdsiXN5H5w/vV1HfvH7ylan/2QA4QKINBCEAAAAAAHKAAAAB
AQAAABgAQQBKAG8BAYgBIACAAUABOAGS8AdABVAHMAaABVAHAAIABFAGWAZQBt
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AGUAbgBOAHMAAAACAEEAZABVAGIAZQAgAFAAaABVAHQAbwBzAGgAbwBWACAA
RQBSAGUAbQBIAG4AdABzACAAMgAUADAAAAABADhCSUOEBgAAAAAABWAGAQEA
AQEA/+ETzWhOdHAG6LY9ucy5hZG9iZS5jb20veGFwLzEUMC8APD94cGFja2V0
IGJIZ2IuPSfvu78nIGIKPSAXNUOWTXBDZWhpSHpyZVNGETIRjemtjOWQnPz4K
PD9hZG9iZ2S14Y XAtZmIsdGVycyBIlc2ZM9IIkNSIj8+Cjx40nhhcG1lldGEgeG1ls
bnM6eDONnYWRvVYmMUG6bnM6bWV0Y S8nIHg6eGFwdGs9J1hNUCBO0b29sa2I0IDlu
OC4yLTMzLCBmcmFtZXdvemsgMS41Jz4KPHJIKZjpSREYgeGlsbnM6cmRmPSdo
dHRwOIi8vd3d3LnczLm9yZy8xOTk5LzAyLzlyL XJkZilzeW50Y XgtbnM}JyB4
bWxuczppWDOnaHROcDovL25zLmFkb2JILmNvbS9pWC8xLjAvIz4KCIAS8CmMRmM
OkRIc2NyaXB0aW9ulGFib3VOPSd1dWIKOjQ3NjYXNMNLTIKNDgtMTFKYi04
NjZILWY4ZTYO0ODIyYjVIMCcKICB4bWxuczpwZGY9J2hOdHAGLY9ucy5hZG9i
ZS5jb20vcGRmMLzEuMy8nPgogIDwhLS0gcGRmMOKNyZWFOb3lgaXMgYWxpY XN
ZCALLT4KIDwvemRmMOKRIc2NyaXB0aW9uPgoKIDxyZGY6RGVzY3JpcHRpb24g
YWJIvdXQ9J3V1aWQENDCc2NE2Y2MIMmMQOOCOXMWRILTg2NmItZjhINjQ4M;]Ji
NWUwJwoglHhtbG5zOnhhcDOnaHROcDovL25zLmFkb2JILMNvbS94Y XAvMS4w
Lyc+CiAgPHhhcDpDcmVhdG9yVG9vbD5BZG9iZSBQaG90b3Nob3AgRWxIbWVu
dHMgZm9yIE1hY2ludG9zaCwgdmVyc2IvbiAyLjA8L3hhcDpDcmVhdG9yVG9v
bD4KIDwvecmRmMOKRIc2NyaXB0aW9uPgoKIDxyZGY6RGVzY 3JpcHRpb24gYWJv
dXQ9J3V1aWQ6NDCc2NJE2Y2MtMmMQOOCOXMWRILTg2NmItZjhINjQ4MjJINWUw
JwoglHhtbG5zOnhhcE1INPSdodHRwOI8vbnMuYWRvVYmUuY29tL3hhcC8xLjAv
bWO0vJz4KICA8eGFwTUOGRG9jdW1IbnRIRD5hZG9iZTpkb2NpZDpwaG90b3No
b3A6NDC2NJE2YZzYtMmMQOOCOXMWRILTg2NmItZjhINjQ4AMjJINWUWPC94Y XBN
TTpEb2N1bWVUdEIEPgogPC9yZGY6RGVZzY3JpcHRpb24+Cgo8L3JKZJpSREY +
CjwveDp4YXBtZXRhPgoglCAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAQICAgQICAg
ICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAgICAgICAGICAQICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQCIAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAgG
ICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAKICAQICAgQICAg
ICAgQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAgICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAgQICAGICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
IAogICAgICAgICAQICAgICAgICAgICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAQICAQICAQCIAgICAgICAQICAgGICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAg
ICAgICAgQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAKICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAgG
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgIA0gICAgICAgICAg
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
CiAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAgICAKICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAgG
ICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAgQICAgICAgQICAQICAgICAgICAGICAgICAg
ICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgIA0gICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAgG
ICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQCIAgICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAgQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAK
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ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAgIA0gICAQICAQICAQICAGICAQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAgQICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQCIAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAgQICAgICAgQICAQICAKICAQICAQICAgQICAg
ICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAgICAQICAgICAgICAQICAgICAgIAog
ICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAgICAQICAgICAg
ICAgQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAgICAgICAQCIAgICAgQICAQICAgICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAg
ICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAgQICAKICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAg
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAgIA0gICAgICAGICAgQICAg
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQCIAg
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgQICAKICAQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgIA0gICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAGICAgQICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgG
ICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQCIAgICAgICAgICAQICAg
ICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAgICAKICAg
ICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAgQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAgICAQICAgICAg
ICAgQICAgIA0gICAgICAgICAgICAgICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgQICAgQICAgG
ICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgQICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgCIAgICAgICAgICAgICAQICAGICAQICAgGICAg
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAgICAKICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAgG
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAgIA0gICAg
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgCIAgICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAgICAQICAQICAKICAQICAgICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAQICAgQICAgICAQICAgQICAgICAgIA0gICAgICAgICAgICAGICAg
ICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAgQICAQICAGICAQICAgICAQCIAgGICAg
ICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAgQICAKICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAg
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ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgICAgICAQICAgIA0gICAgICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAGICAgQICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAGICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAgICAQCIAgICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAGICAKICAgGICAgG
ICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAgQICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAGICAQICAg
ICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAgIA0gICAQICAQICAgICAgICAgICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAQICAgG
ICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAgICAGICAgICAQICAgICAg
ICAgICAgICAQICAQICAGCIAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAg
ICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAgICAGICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAKICAgGICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAg
ICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAg
ICAgICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAgIA0gICAgICAg
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAGICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgICAgQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgQICAQICAgG
ICAgCIAgICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgICAQICAQICAQICAQICAgGICAQICAgG
ICAgQICAgICAQICAgICAKPD94cGFja2V0IGVuzDO0Ondyc/Pv/iAfRIQONfUFJIP
RKIMRQABAQAAAeROS090AIAAAG1udHISROIgWFIalAfTPAAWACAAQACCAOMEF]
c3BBUFBMAAAAAESLTO4AAAABAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADZ21gABAAAAANMIAAAA
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
AAAACWRIc2ZMAAADWAAAAR3IYWVOAAAE4AAAAFGAYWVOAAAFMAAAAFGIYWVO0A
AAFgAAAAFHIJUUKMAAAFOAAAADMAUUKMAAAGEAAAADMIUUKMAAAGUAAAADNIO
CHQAAAGKAAAAFGNwWCcNnQAAAGA4AAAALGRICZMAAAAAAAAAGESpa29ulEFweGxI
IHYzL]JAuMC4zMDAWAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAY TmIrb24gQXBwbGUgdjMuMC4wLjMw
MDAAAFhZWIAAAAAAAABSVgAAQVMAAASGEWFIalAAAAAAAAFD1IAACSLQAAHQNY
WVogAAAAAAAAJIIAABI/AACXdWN1cnYAAAAAAAAAAQHNAABIAXJI2AAAAAAAA
AAEBzQAAY3VydgAAAAAAAAABACOAAFhZWIAAAAAAAADzVAABAAAAARDPAGV4
dAAAAABOaWtvbiBIbmMulCYgTmIrb24gQ29ycG9yY XRpb24gMjAWMAD/7gAh
QWRVYMUAZEAAAAABAWAQAWIDBgAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAP/DAIQAAgICAQICAQIC
AgMCAgIDBAMCAgMEBQQEBAQEBQYFBQUFBQUGBgcHCAcHBgkJCgoJCQWMDAWM
DAWMDAwWMDAwWMDAEDAWMFBAUJBgYJDQoJCgOPDg40ODg8PDAWMDAWPDwWwWMDAWM
DASMDAWMDAwWMDAwWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWMDAWM/8IAEQgBXWEgAWERAAIR
AQMRAT/IEAPMAAAAHAQEBAQAAAAAAAAAAAAMEBQYHCAKCAQAKAQAABWEBAAAA
AAAAAAAAAAAAAQIDBAUGBWYQAAEDBAIBAWMCBgIDAQEBAAECAWQAEQUGE(gch
EBMIMSIUFRYgQSMzFwkyJDQIGDBCJhEAAGECBQIEAWUGBAMEBWKBAQIDEQQA
ITESBUEGUWEIE3GBMpFCIXQH0obHBUMIVOXIzZJOGCQ6JTNBYQKrLCY3MIBPHS
gORFJjYXCBIAAQMBBQUECAUEAQMFAAAAAQARAIEQMUESAYBRYXGRgaEiM|Cx
0eFCEzMEWVJicpLwgqljFPGycOBTY4M0/90ADAMBAQIRAXEAAADSITICNO
[+bCY2/+fgR2C017mHIC07QsMgqWVGUWp0Z2/PpRgekRvY8/6dj+rJwSUyGpT
LaWCCBNQRF4ARLKXJYQtnGDDTsg5rQWPx+melXKES225ZzFa5zXN7HG7BJEC5
PY+nNWNsyplbRpSHvziyOw1R0OmMCleo3rNnZog5FcsLQsKzxz1lhapszcuQkli
NLgZbnpTYrzeSODAhjwj+SH+hTrbVHIKTzJaeQ46a0ufzbeuKtf6eKNbev3/
Al2FceigMULReqIM+tusjKSKgqlu2v59dLPMNTCa45d2vCWI1xNAGDTHQ10p
npz8Alb5gRgblacDIcGYAHBEG6UrncCMiOPmFDupcjoToUh+QJdvOd7d2Vc7t
KVbS5)YBrM5J36SJZWruLHMxQzFJIMnKPYRKOSIPCB8Y6UfIHoHWAoAhkacRM
99231kkqQ6AIAJ4SOZ2gaU9VIUhBsppakangA4oshReblYyknInQ5uztkSnx
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JbNZPOwlavEjsAyhxzy48DbKkj+xiWVfjw+pXbK+ocqvVWzM2EGvdJYPi6gOu
vegXaRWmO0di8fe6UcS60eZEVaGuyg71zQnPiqi29wqtMTzFoE1mtbzsBtrbK
TLBNiGVw4gRy0OpOleeNVeE2JSXJguCPIn2XVRANZEUO0qzWI+lwmzkCDPmMN+I
YW1SkisgtbsjnCixXlbV10dau+HJtyO2dIOmZKnHUS8j5NjXOhi70MMaO0jwxK
ElxpbUhuopF7JbkVXNQMUVRp2SY 8tHQqrplzInDjUzw5Tss6iIEJDRJ1Ks80no
BttcnRZM9SY8PLbQIoZjd7YSXRKIz1E34uiHJ91bbnGtPENnI3vnNmhooPMmL
pBIrK49SHrIbF50ss9CfQYkORs4hjWwzWdVDGhqg4oldVAutritkPpkmO5ocql
JWLZCoojYrrpZtE1kZSB2Vzch6cTiNI1lsuOmuVZ0awdtiHkcOIJN6V8abHYh
FaFCIMYr+keSWbzmg02zRXtqYfTxRwt+rdscOSQisO810p35TQTjmrQ02sY0
eGUO30an29qY 11FL+omuxrdcjMkPfIV1IhDjyFIKNKVbNIwqgrDsqqibUCVH 1JzvG6ewWI+XS/wBEogom
NNaHUpkSpNdbTSOmMO5p7x31itn2tA7YHWVOLtIrYys7pRsKSzej5VsEjn2aMt
WWKOvg020c1bbCACEYZ01WoOLOdSYO0dnVXstMebdVF1dUnemnyDnOgv7m+X0
COvT5WgUJhKCkqVX+9IQVZaAY STAQyS0g5blZeolfJkM2Yy0OxvZS6b7TeOW9
XGID+BuHY c8y0ITM/WOsE6bbOivthgCYMQJ1Jz3G6dXW30Yy2BzV109dbcJl
OTa/u7V2tpmxrMWOQg8PWWx1sWSrlHORZBjOT1W5MmTWaW16AynrYNQuUFiKW3
2Bo/IAygh1DIRZ79E2Tb01DrGXN3VZZSAXouZTHXCIPtnZX25kAmDNhOmdPx
rMW17JpPUS8IipZZbeGXdYVAIc82xhfznGysUP3bUFsI2BnUXUhUEIprvY2Udr
Vdj3uuqoS5tgc/WX45fm/SMYIFAGCaTdBIsrVStKneXaKLxmcEp7JI+u8UmO
dkSONBRCcJTEL8IGKkVWQZnwFAAzaT8AcCoaa3N+SQ5B2RYmIGW5+15pVumTL
vtY2pF7eZ0aXpkoVOTSnkWRLKBjT820RJIV22TrB20/YhzkVjZGWzKmyMq09a
rSMImGrJWjaXggaQvsOGmwVWIIEVp2rY46wGQ6GajWJggpFHMgIKZFmMxQX
v1fKeWYvWUmM3trovU46wFTX4g9B7C71gdQuM5IskzQL4h0g4s0aYH6JchQP8
dsHJy+bkt/JkdYgWVOccDW+omcBYBhRbT8DLgeBNLStIMANPWLHY70Y8S0KNQ
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nvdQ8zZDrtObvpNnjoXPZ4bKe+uNSfP1luluoUI6clSYSdI6svMSAOuUNZPwF6
RjJAdpDStRT3e7XXG041d+bznN2ZlyiHV4UVonPB0qS4HhDh6FY{JzjS1wIOv[1tuvXYymi9YwbOO0ZNF2mSGYO0vgrU3ieaVyTy0QZmIRjkip+500fW9xqdb8f
0JsuV5vHZ501vi7eT+dWwm4hsZG8aGI1BppcWicgMyxFo4BZJdOwLMnxbRY 3
tShBOHRIOBy2aOwWEO3fkAYH8ZGCM8KLjWes9g6d9sx+mVdGPgkB5NGuj7f5b
2hVryxs2edzXmvOTM9j8SHmMITTkzlpTzMdhrlOnOyiiVF3kVD3Ir1g60YnJW
otx6xO9UDCVekgwkyqV8A+TL5RcghQVhcjn3NVsuFpuQa9B5CflJrxtolVuj
IKROhDbIN92NZFNLIBOIYI1F6ZnPZ0nY6LuZ7rFfsuHWaqa96qwhu+g27MjG
XSdQFucx0evsLe/GoYhyQ7A5110gsT3YhdbHQOTacXs5PY9pLIQVWSkeAl144
3Zvs/KK+6SszxsXrB1MIljwdfV18TeUVRSXzpfQmuMpyMsvpKST20H1ImMZ6QsQ
A2sOKULVVzxqj6DA8LehGfIV2RDpBJ20hyargAJUcOIF9eUWD9pnOyHZGSel
dsTbgMdcToXOSO0gRrIGAESYKESTzgKOY hvkpceusk3yyWbjg708s6HTHoOHa|
S9RngLar8ivMNOJZprfPjnHOLpCJkIY TafSAoHOHWL9AOatkNxzP+0rqHzYw pSuw5sF5FIVIKWVX+RJIAHSSZR7EmM1/kOdSewZ/JfY M9tx
XYuSJPYWRI/IWRr/ACDKKTv+RpO/5KI7/kUg79kyP3/IADveVNHe8tSd7ytK
3nKKo7tIBR3fLA/NILWCE3LIJuIXCKNNocpAurUnQXFC1cTTqSCyfH8uwXQqYT
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b043pKQCr60KYTc8uR030JIpTdgCbUjzTi7Tm9X9DeuNXomrl9alDALyb+Wit
VRH4yo7kYXrTIfefNCnh5ZPg+a26T7+SJVRNj6g8UBenFeChVyJq4JSqlcyf
QuhtFjVgBpRsBerle9WriTWAwL2VdgQGoLWQJIELQ/fZSCIrTOgPRXeYNOjw
1R8VInPfIBRV6INAlereGk2om9Wg3mleRQRegAKWeRgwoWFEOfUAVgNYTfyrk
DHx4LFqyHIN2/vzsAxX9SSQ7HXwWUKWPCPFTXg0w6SpajSq80BVg4k0OvyFJql
DwLAlagfLhoEOTV6VV6E68V4qLFdkrweiKVUdhttLIeanA8Y7PN70Y38yLrAld
ks+YyyoLH2/y2FwWN469EXpCFLUNr26U9bGyetjStA9KjrhRr/GhpPWZpXWYN
DrMV/jNsV/|[RCT/jJRm/+OGKHXEelddRRX+04tf46jV/jyODEOSA2gFAjwkoA
0AU4PATapnkQ2uJHgxon48ISLjy2sG4Nbs77WPIsONatD/JyTCeVcQCoBleV
zpjylIHOFK+tEUfuLhq1KUBUtxXJTgkn3ONPLUK;|DIVgbvfjal/QVMpgENpNL]dfoDastkS3EcIlixXJDm
v4JrGB2cqyZihX55pcu9llUmQtSXQ40V77IGS5XvLr3V17i6 CIAQWSFKrE+C
gMokXFeaB4jD5pblF9y/vuUJDttkO177IFxZqAI51xocSIRIKgKS5prZ3uEFm
K51XhsK1jGgcXyN6v6MHxJ/u+h/hc8C10OshxMuGuOsDxYVek8hWMyQkolojl
YFzgmbAECod7ZUkOKWb5pw+zjYQjIRyNJ+4+adlrlcczXuKFXvQv6e201xNc
FV7ag9ldOtLNe2ulMLNSoapCHGIi2gk20Xsy8phyPIEhP1oUbCsHCDzuPs20w
9zeh/TLH+sfq6z7jqvFNKIW46pDnuJcRIU2ZMHWWVVYVQIFDXR/5ZNYVICRb6
G40k2Qo0b0F2rHRVYHNpxgaFqtSTRArFTPx3f5UkcqgNfjlJQ/wD0oP8Adhj7
ckf61vINGmjZaOnnjXftyJN4w/6y1lal8jz6BIJUqW77]5xiU1+|t1+ItONGJ
Uf24ghrppnAsNEDjU60OH2XWy3SavSvB+pxUn3mb2rHs+4uS+COKWED+7E8DJ
ke9/0OjSP+UUj8me2YruReS4IthiGVe2kBudbiKB41Db9110/agewAcghNNZJ
0GNmMYz9XvXKiiiAK2aN7MOUoOHOTWLKFI63mECyY3yJRwWVUAfLIZ5JyP8AetV(
IpPA+6KOMI9j8gJF1QzxYQIUemW1hVrAKJIp5ZSxilOoc/EQVBXEJCcXUj2IB6F
495B2KuPLbkJvVhbc20TaalriQ8UhRSqAfYEKHFITIxX9+P/ALKP/IkR/WV5
VRoHzHiIPfkAKLmw1e7HQUR7UfotKyFIF5SMcyEBCWwogVakjw/QWU1NjhwQ5a
4riXEPJSfGxNe5CHIICOWt66qoKjLFcwX1G9QT/Wi+Rkb+6EmrUQbFJr7g4m
k8hRuaANBJg30FngaVQrJTPw42CyGXnJn/g5RrODNVOSWINKwU03T40UTyjK
8Uk0Or6qolqr/ABdC7qjf3Aagiz009qcVYV402pIFA3rxRFNM8IGO1KHI9X0AK
qU20UE3rbG3ZEdgFKQxmZuxa+7ruxR81H2Zri/Bd9uQT5nJH46/JFEXq1C99
dWEykpF4nlJABhf30f8 AXuKcXyN/S1FxIpKkqriY8eVMt8UipQ/q046IpKpjPage 74 of 438 ---- Generated from The PARI S Foruns
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LcVGJCGWHg6ki9bNKDO0O4eaP2j0BtWVIHAC9Y mIWtBuh4xxLUYJQVRzbamOD3
OPK1AWpPXkgpPmtlYHtINggM1PF649XCFBUNuksSUOrHOKU3jmkOhQbB8VEe9p
brgbbkPF6QNXRNH6KOECSsIz7UQVIiTRUKjeX2ZKmFJySKQ8hytxYIEdhTyVWp
zwLVbw2yplePwzcWOh3gckP69h6r9LmjclarURS/pkpxRDW1dKvtolc19ajs
FxxtHBsGsVRbNQ2wFLHmMxpISOHLLckx9feLUMdhnEKWLKITLLjxweKcx7hys
sIWUKILNNRsq5SRVjRTelN3Ht17RoMk1+MuvxV1+GtVZZ8LdUmwW1yDgSgmk
JKjgWN99X6eCVXWkKU2ItJVI91RTI6GOSVX+ZZj8T+OIZ9IWPY7Y8TsDBIFGI4
xJiY+PEF6QgmpFkJIk341Y 1x0j0sKbbsKBolncgI TCIXINWpxHMKaKSy2pSs
PBEKNGIqbpTTUkP4laKLbgDFP3tscl+yLBBuUfbs2KL7005¢cS2VW9UJK|/xq
asky02FWq1lEUfFISDVzVVRxwNoy+SMx4+aNXpHkOthY1nDErTagLOOoopqUK
8LSqChCm7mm0eS0DS2yKS1dOUhu4WXico3kWBVrOhviHSEocuameRb1PollA
t6XFbFmMS8b20qon0QPtxOMdyDzMJIppp9hTZSoUIH2pqOlY pwGmkmm/FcTSgN
ToTctl9gXhZOGzjOQDItRveQoGIVIHUVWNBg29tQotqoJWKCI1dVGwGdz5NL
TeuPhQ8BNqgSmMokNyQ9hMMjGs200Bp+IxLQVTMWS5tanPFIHhAo/wZDHtz\W8ri
38W5ht1LVNTW3KLUSV/QpNxShYURQFcTUVIMRRIM27NNhbjQFECulgFAelu4
HAJXxjdWvXGgBSGOpI9HB4ZUHAkOpXgKSmM9SYjclrM6a+zUZ9+IqHt5pvOQ3w
[9KqCwaX50t0SEmRI4scTtldcpxSnVUR4FcSa8JrF4AN+ZWJxcbHtWrjchNqV 1xr8YV+gx60Bj1+gx6/
QY9Kwkeo2vR10NbiGVv25EFt2HZOuw6/bsOk67EFfoUSjgYZo4CGKbwsZotS
23iU202FbU3/AEkk3JIspHMNvgm99XbtHHj1Pofp TrnEXV6GIKtQXVZzQHJITLSf
tp9QfHKr+pPjNTxHbxzy2n0PB1Cj52r+0j/ko/eyaf8AqCawbXCJb1Poa+lO
g5H0JpQawI9IrVev/AB3oeayGShity5C31Qv70GQW3B5VIFINPN8VNn/kg0/5D
XmoKOEfOtRHpelSF+2j1JpRoeaQgrKPsHoaAo0el6J85PKNxUSZLKId6hG7nl
2x00PM7Mf6duQlspBp36Q08nEiyaTXiifQkKALXyVer0fQ+atUZrhVq8Uf4B5
pbiUJyGwgU86pxQNzUHWX12RiZ34r2yKu2hYp5Ni39V1iEc5J81eivilW0OJF
HCECjuCKGypfSdkat+5UV+40Gv3EK/cSaOxGhn6TtJA/dCq/cy6TsTq60x0Og
/JURdDY1mn9gfUH5Lr5WaNJg9qghjzKc8XgbIDOW/k2cCSaPmtbb5ygbmsm-+WiI
8kcCfKIAkpWUKIgcOHOHoaHokOhJJhNgIUE2UgGmUJIdPJV6VRoekUWDyuSq
eJCQCSg2pafiuTqrd3BV62mTxbyP1INhQIQbBxx1fNThSzSYrpoQX6MJISUWHB
RSR6MN3q1Js0I51dIcJDi00Qg4CCTSjejQoCmlcWvoB5L3/HK48tKBtSHIUC
Fam3ZqgleKzsj3ps8felJUoMePwo6yzFZSALU1SfpSNR2QhK4zSw/gYjlOa3w
C8ZIbceShqSTSUBIIPtmnIbdmnEKCvBvQrkaJsIRNOinx9gmw4mfBMVxv6r8
g1lpHCIPJku+20XPcfbw705yXFZiK8gorQmokxuhlkihmAkjOOxnmUmNm4kik
OJWPQU5BQsycepBkrKEyXSpdMrKSr6GgLUPNKNwIBIVT/wDxSKmwkyml1oU2V
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VIWUEY+K2B00jYfXQip0IDDeQIi7015yiCgseRer0OPr7ZNe0qo78hioWxXDb
iXE3Iq9E1kMcO8ibjXWEO02kIShYXFAGrXr/nSz5RUgfahFK+uzZx3vBKeTsZP
FqglspUudn0c5yllcKeYchgSURHFFxQZT5141DaBVi8XDdjDBwWK/Q4FHCwbLX
8fisyWiUgURRFJgo5MRozgRhWEQViY JIXMK2yMttZACkjiOINW408bpb Ty T7
QpUtkiIGutodSCB/LIXFTUwdSbW45pzThOIMik6YOKmM64hleMhspimGya/TmD
X6dGr8doUGUV7SKIpFLQhKFoDgKONGj6eKxMpvkmO3Yx2xRgxzX4MejAYoRW
RWCcRCjsyCVCO6hxHEmMuJpSTcGwJdJriagpShiUmipJoLSKzaPux5/0DzQ8E+P
QpvXGwrlu8Wx4pxHILTb+DkQMVP94nwfQ11X9m7Sebz3/HDk/iYRAKAgXzn2
nFwQhLgbQIGcgqUIKCIWVIRXIcuPLSWO0OWkKLoJACRalC5Vk46VigMajkowr9
TjiGv1IGNWRNMuK99ug+3eWtspCgoEDOtTbhbVDIJktg39dqyv4UbY CfyFuFYx
Q/6mFFmMhTzHvzZALVNF461Aq13l/IR9ot+dgB5NJFxblvasg57kolxFeACBYJ
AFgBApmGuUWuURjBDRaiLVehWPmMKju3CvRxYSnMTBIFbDI9ya2SaxPiJhRZqwo
NgEGpvBAYdP3azkvx5e2AIJm6cbMSc7FjLhZRiYkG/pJd9tsio+vyn2zgswga
rLo6zMFft6 TQ1lyQgmdWVUOC3FRLaDrdvHgoeMRMLILVN3/ajQEFEyUSXnWVV
iIRIIMN/a9E/WQLINMpW5PhriP5GaZzbmCdUzjdYjlIfUOUbKgXFjWad4Q2WytT
8+PDD22JFfugUaG0yaY2RomO+h4FV6vRqc0G3aAglGse8WngRWxOB5mpESp
pS6aSA3ISREWVIr+VCnv7czX/Y2nGl5gp8awwl6 FGMzDuYfFPPYRVzZWOuUWIR]STGIH+kRc+lgJptIK1R2 Nj6fzm4iPLMjWHwWV4KYim8HOVUbVp
CzBWEWKo0+akN80yHOCA(fRItX8zSjasKzxasa7MH3I8UwpKmsphmMk2919Jgb
iI5MIWuOXpS+FXvUZBtR+gnAhMjYH1OOQkyE6soLxt/W9qSATVhV/4AMyoFbgA
QKsKsKNcSsx2/ba812DHclrx+pNJGUgsxYbJuCpNZuGxOZGswYjYhNzzlioj
ulltenFpRTKSLLbGo4qzWrdxowXmmm/yk1+UmvyBRkOiVavy6/KtRIgATU2M
9ujkmkiQ77y6IveXpRBPPMtgM+NY TIxpJjLUgGEVSKSMEp8ipGVjxTn9pRNQ2
4sKCxJirWQYuWIR60yTFCROfKEKNKJpFyrSPuShlogVYVxFBlIopFSXQoilvF
yRdKeSrBPqUgOU2pS+Azc78mSI40F2qJJ/HcibOkjLzZWpePzmwGOhSuZANC1
a9NSh3ZsYYzvrerOOnxpPOuBV6BomriKd4JFr2pQsb3LTfAVI14892TJ+w2R
erUARQuaHii6olfNyPgaBpKyk46U3l12Uxi4L30aT9QLVpQsmrlerOV2DrpU
bmrmj5phgqlEW9LVbOYyM9uCy/IXIXx82Bq3qoeFORQNEV/KILXGdjuRsvHy2F
dgmlU2igPGKzq8aP3w9Q3p66uwHq/f8AJp3e5Sx+8X7fvN+k7VIU5]UyHE3v
RNgCqv6SJCI7eYyq8g6RSfTx6gPhRBolavsUahTHIi8fk2ZyMnrAcp2M40sA
Cj9F3vSVFAGrCvFcPEDDPTDh8EZATISVUNWNCpUpEdGazS57gNEOP4ViRae
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JNK80CRQI9Y762V43Z00U5HalJmawDUjCy2g7HWghBNLSmMvZBoRVKqgJrst8w
NSYYptCWO0+t7Veqri5ShmKMIkXpg6AopFDOv6gPharORar39LUCRRJINJXekp5
Kh5N+IgNsbLtJdSoe2lVO4+07Rwcl0jExUUmMMOj+ECioVJyO0ePU/Y XnypRUX
EgjjQFEW9D9PS9H6PD7II5D0J01Y +jPigaKhZie9HMXbHUCPssR4NZCO5SVg
1fOJFLktop/OQ2gkba2KI56U/Ta7m9X9FpNx9VUf4TIGYa5L70IkPOKbJIBB
t6p8kACgaJo+iT5+hxMKRNUwiQQgXj48qc5LW8y6VKOFGIifNI+pPnzSaKQaX4
JINeatVqtVqVWKUKP4ZxqO6+kFa0gORVgtTQFX9DVhVhSbCjatfhuRnPzUid
iMgI8jLSUVSLigQKKhfkKCwKDte9XvGveNOOggLrnXOudc65mIKJr//aAAgB
AQABBQDHYgMmMOrEMOU1jWGQQgKOTksZHLXb+AiYjuZPYMrmy5A3HXuv2v/Yey
B2F2hwGWrr6MZcWQOVzUcFrSogYWGpVTY6chj3VISrJoNckqgjppKBfFXEVSM
DB9sbrIFTpeHT+30omp9tuSIR34MyEwIptMploxshjmZMb4ES8Y 1t7OuYRVft TiMtOMM/g+7tJIRtEWQEWfjJj/wAbrm11
cUWRbkyAsBtKSIXEoQsmDj3cxk0tpsGOISKU8mMyFgXCcJCUipkyPjYjsl+S8
2AFgJIJNCcRXKEmMgwggi4QggL5JCUFY7b3dzV8Fg7mTxW1Y+Uzk4dmXRdr5kRw21
pDoO2SIFgXI5DiDuyycm04PZ6bxicX1IxsUovQSOSEISEJFMEpKVOcUGpjFQ
YDFrIJKm2PubX9ynwtXDIW1TkTZ9iSIs2IoNjgtCyEhZT7abe IRF67K7FXPW
2CyK3809Di+7s2v5FrESUgEmM8ziBMXvGmOaF2IkP/LyEoyMFUHFQhWdTq8U
47AqUoqYFwBYLaAVN2CioBvXsZ+r5FuwQOICAC3SAvgkDiFXTksg3ioSG+CU
gcUBYpJJIpJUFJIX93UEKC+RClcd/36FpGHy2cyu57HLDbiIW57ULPFyNLw+h5k
ZPAfM5aFYntPUm9017InlkHHIK1HPOF+Fo0BWX2ttkNEJ8KIBOWIQWQWVeVW
IXEFVFWKECQgriEHKUGYW3EKE2rY cqifKPIQ+4FNIEjiAUOtRBub5PNYNBQ+1
flOILH2111nrvW+B2LLZhGNxoQmHMMh{7f1rKqw2X+Xgkua515nlvxu59KOn
brGdS7pE10uRPj7A0Q7dskLbTzp4JZjL+XMZtH/2XHQUfM1oDSPKLmMvinOy
tuaQvvjJwBmvIfLW6HfnA8zUj57Tmyfn/I7wfnTsGcckfK3Yocg/N/OEr+bm
wCmvmijtz7SvmltaVj5q7Mop+Z2x2yffu/wCWOuXmsnsMnOKkyt13vL89QwWGST
Hy+Y2iY4/qcl57GQpHuUxsZFE135C7JH2XWozsmM72Pg4nZWh44qVqDiy4j4l
4wzOyQ2FUwEorviPnWeqcqwlvighgfk4rAzc7sGvdT6/hOp+0sg5IOvO3TFY
IbSGZS56 AxIInmptAtrGuN6rqO72JthSXelxeAflUgHGaSITDgBjOP]DXG5r
nYgBgcPjsxiXVwTgn8zuGxOSkOz1xoMI9b019gtQ40dLGF3Z20az1v2IxO/bk
CS1Mx2vS1489i65G1+Xy+74a4v8AT7IASIso/MvZ7tZXxbrsIpXE/E/rsZ9+Vn
V6JoWv4FnUcBumWZamTsft2Uce6p7SILI9P9px60/r3LP7N2TuMSO09Lckva
TikzX5aGG2pcowXpeUmNrx8x8u9b4tvK7b3dk2ntj1tCUDU1Xn5ifzmSFhcR
xKV4zCtFwa5h3do2TtrY1919g/JPXoGrdfaPn0Yx+HHPtbzrLURwK/sd+leP
9jQmyukAFXeu0jbe3sqwUZWJIGVKmM/H303tGZr2gdN7drGKx3TGgwhjdS1jEp
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Ix4vtKStsocLVZqajNT8jqWrZhjYviv0IsIn/EP14CJIsnXHY Orysm88twxXF
rhQUMo+MXUfaXZ+Z2D/WT2Ln4/cPx07S+0OrWCIZZysk/k454ulC3FxNLbUuX
msg30PU3SmIF5r5dAILttISnrzaTOj73srsODuD+0k7T8ZcaYfTqUknbc2zr
WaturmZLU+jtu36Z82Zvix1zghClePjtOvyW+1cjtHXuFzPyXz0FzNfM7cWwj
5r7LHOY+dmtpgap8kendsqJMizogXFOpQNJI81vnR3Xu9VVHX53DTF6RpeQ7D
3/r7TR9Z671RKUIXY?2gax2fpnZmiT+rewcq6TMiuKjoYeWIPVmrTdkl7/AD3e
lelhHRIiY3yteekayB9sSXKgvZnaXtknZYq/U+scUMJ16B4+T+bcY656a+NWO
1wSc/p2AIfG7etb7tw2K0zXMWSpPt/KrLR4PVe7xEjP7ZjY6V5LJHZykSbOn
LxUIKtU2nfNJe62+W78mRhcxitgx6 T9zpuCSg6rpGga/2vqe94rOvKotJekN CvUsk8UtimxPFAcjoX7g
UGXdadajp712rL7wz8r0Jj9+aS+roulzIXTsY/I9gbi5smSjykEzdK3HGwpg
XGVINQ2TY4uXwmVwknggUYwUILqUrXdTOVaTTeHynNGDy7rz2KyQJxk5NNY5
9SujU4vEY5rYMIukbBggt/M4SKkLEhphNioKQtFZnCws9jNIwErWswyAKWgmg
EKY}JIzTitI7TH2D50dQ6z1H8Xvk+VnvbSGO0JwVkqUjMLwujqT4hobclfokPI(qPage 78 of 438 ---- Generated from The PARI S Foruns
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dA/B5fLVsepDy57qWZnX6XDs63bU2AkJUr3EK5JRZZ7GbakaPxShPwOyMgX1
OUgj/aWFn4ufKJg/e+JipfdlIFgn3W/d6/wCu9k7Mzeg/HbQANETGY +MxLxeK
mtInfHbQdjgdialsGiTCpLTfuJUrGK/9Q394+MEeKnByWJILYhQ5DE/vT8cd|
IFFYMRpPXXzJ+QeidnYiFFI50Z3nmYVvW/wWAdvhjjnYPXTWS/ScCp9L0XgSO3
O7LWoIKD9I01YoLY41208IvROOJB+ATxV1y5dKfanC8ePiv8pokinv2FCU1D
kWWzqg+v5Pbtj0XRcJ1/rhUSvmpNDmo7RkkvudjaDiuxdcyWLm4ed7aOnGFX6
WUI9r4u5tpMPC9gansMzcO0dRO5NNbHL2HN4Mo1jqfZ/i3pWXyPVnU2IldXzu
9Nla3vUuvdMh6BpPya3eNpXTKUQLx3x65fY S0qJSPtdSvh7ZKL8VdqygjSB
dNf6+1X6/cdUo/70Cj/5S+RM53M94suFiG86hTXXE1IRMRMEKHJIRurmCMIkkY
+GsIRZT7SfIDrUfD7yECsekKxgVyVp+zu6PtXdOvRXpq2+JwkBM/Ky5Lkh3k
rNHGWW1SjI2DInlpaid+ds/5a3NEgtn4x4tZjk3WF/epXKEGII5V3PLDGsg/
d/r+AGkve2mvIm8xIn4tb3sa9q2xcnmeDa0/FOEhjrMrHFAPNCio53Jmbk+f
MNAOVS8sY7IxnJQMZODGtLUKeJXWg7+dca2DqIx7H9ZQAN2fnQAI3acQXIGtZ
PYXHc1li8PG7Q7dI9gMZbFu4geFBKukcL+g9eBQ5k3pKiaShEKBHdsy7x4mv9
fIT+yprQWz/spbyw+MUjGu+7rXRfZO6Bj4SdrivgHQtg6rwBWVIK|jfYsmYMD
7AEIARZPH5YZVyXseSWxjRiINv4AqgyRXGyk2CsHnNczr8iJ3XJix43Z/TMIAT2
69gRMt8ick83m85m9ome5es/iRI8fhcabI8vj4zcKKEq4LSQASCkrSaT4R2)Page 79 of 438 ---- Generated from The PARI S Foruns
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 GWMLIXVOP4+9Uyfx96q1fx96+D+PvXwix96GR38FzsvchAGEK7yiJ6hiOFF4pkatlVVMPXQMNWCW3Erz5x+o0m+5024x9i/€JGRIHG50KxKpacDv3L50pIuLI5j1XmPVeY9V5j1XmK8x60QgSyYrxKpV6emR
X3qOIAPI9z49iIERWZFZY8leqHZPoGsMTispFN+wJA1Cyz8w7+WzREprAFehG
9zcgZeeaEQb+KYTDu3mxsDyAetSgQXB3Gy/YcCy5XK4g4q4rylGIJFTcUYkMx
bnZWyOpG8d6EomuOw8ufYpHflgdUbBYHuj+Koo8wjKNDnNelDVj5fxUN+UgH
Kytrotcw9W3S5bogF/coa0BQhj7e3G1rAD5T61zsZakifGEe9/YoxGFegKZA
12908VMbpE06UrrlA8CFpy3j8SvHIBAguDcR+0621GJ9RdakxjM+tMZ9xX1P8
SvP/AIINN7ivgDoV9TuTI5¢c7k0QWUOHEI6ZoQbXsYI5D1IWCmMIWgBdIgdEAjY
NgcOMXnXipSjUEO/rBQI/LdxWjyPrutQeaUqHO07gEIC7Ug5612GQ+Fz2AVU
RVIPMYus8yOXNT/Trwky5e9PkJ7SnyE8pe5Mb5ieKcF01joyZhIPsOuKfApOA
fik/Za6GwWFHO/WCKIDEOU7VYrRIgll+pFEYKkGUbwYs44EL5moMsmygXtHnvT
KimeBB5FZtMVZgTcE+ofmEdA+7emiABwCZ000A8RQrNpnMB/Ic/chiOYHDdy
dZodvO2GsLxTs2RIYKBCMRcyOweCbCxkNkeEsJO+CMuqz6cSYmtOi0YkfCfW
bRKIG90+CnAeWTdjIRhQC/igDYcX48exfNgPELxw30Thcb+SGpC4p9ykP7um
1LeEBvKf8oawWPuV3crlcrk1VegPtiLwP XY 1NfSAJEnmvnaukDpmHhpSXJAf
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ab6AJ5e9CX3kY6WNUENUNDsROIGylkdI4syI3LVH6T6kWw2GU44SFOxDmpvjY
NigwsqrrLlcrgjpRVC4Faf22|AzIOTEC/LzwQO00SGnERAAHIZfP1DHU+3dt8
e26USvm6VDCson4T7NyGpENmMHUI9QQKEDVWp+0+pS2Yvi/gQLOUib37IRBO+1
UsqEGyi42GwzIUfinndgeECONYEhQYrPIOMNSWWBgMMVgaWgAY SDAG7nzR+0B
8JIOBGBa5aD/AKIEqB4LUb8p9Sk2xRRPP1K9SewG17M0O+iaByx4JySTzTxJB
5rxnPEb1n0zzHG02acf11800wd604bpTOYUBEXIulan333UTpxy5YjE8eSY!
gGRICIxJWp93pg/LhKU/7SGCO04i61351V3qUBXxZZB8IWqT+U+raj2+pMpCwJ
1Ww6kroozJoLtjmo6kaxJYhDUjiLDYJj4ZdA1/VRk2YEAUK3hMxiAb/ZV7EI
xol+VEr5bkPiKSB3g71InHT128snMJACRWJ506WrOH2+kfNGLzIIbsOSENPQD
C6RN8h+Y8IOWDs24DdwUZM8Y 3/giT/QRD1kactgLcfVZIgiCEo4qglggMXQ2K|T
B8JR4rL5dQfCfansAsYUV683cr+5X9yv7I7rCSWAXyNEON5wW2bkNPTBJO7BC
LD5jel8bGKeKZObeO18vVruOMeSETUC0kKDqo6X3dQfixWbTkJDCtU59BR{7
DXcjGIMIetMLK2XlaWIEknd+Jw7Vfm1T{LDIbRVT7Dg7Z09QAg4HBHU+28cR
8JVHIPGREgbtybXgTxCaGoHOBoVSvagW+KirNzwRGiM0349izTLnYogpyMsd
910CEJEAE3Nf2+iyJ9t0cOWJIxCJOxnjwvTSDHCVSRHavDqSX1CnMyjmkT27d
ISN50hLUGeXFMLkxu9BUqljHba3/AGRdAPpyMV4QJBHNANMQ2x4Yk9i8hHOIH
zJiPAVKBYMR3mgpQDYY202nIRAk33IA+jdVqvFAHsSQ1DpAvgyEvIBzwQmIAH
kgBlcn2KgllfQABReiFFUFIS270AciPMoRMgBVdASKA2LoB3Gxd6b//aAAgB
AwIGPwB9gIz3AogaUWJOIWWpGQMWDpIA3IgKcTelkdCUB/WDJH1BaX7T67Nbm
B+K1B+qf/dsP6F4lllleqEosQUYCdEIhy4V6rsxHFasbiKBfSxOIxU569JSL
yH5QBOWQq26 X/AHF/YPUtM/bwzCIL13Ix3L6R6j2rWBVE0oVOKCtQjSLPLdIX
GK+bqwMY76Y+mGMd25Z0IDVRsJI2xqTuCIHRKGkcQCr4/xCMJITAB3BkdTRZyG
gHC/5Zb04IdRxw3L400K6H8VqGGX/Ze9d93VAEQPWROAQARJIBOGU9AG6ptPDO
MjQi8KilKyzFFSoQTwKuVyfUblwFww/9PVUsEolissyOh3qgiYrwhROAVCWT
OrO5TKUpSMREtTevqS715pdy8015pLzSVZSV8uqvilVM3VUdYrFYrFYqoPVX
HqvKeq8p6ry95XI7yrj1XI7yvL3leTvKzacWO8E06cS5jfbpINSURO8ufQvt
ZUBGLLE+IoTF4/rtQIHtTKFhsCoogegcbebORJPiINyzzNTZIwkjLcoqiNgTh

6L TibwNthedtgmF30GRc+LBGeoamx0ZblS8dVAWG214hAbmeyuw603m9OAZSL
BGOIK7/YNkXJT2FHiuBUTVKZOLdMcVIjeLDLAKXgcDih/rPVITPVEZTHg9V5
S4XkPVUgeq8nevJ3ryd68nem+X3ryDgviOqgppjgmOn3ryDqviOqgaLRT6Ekidk
prNMHzCTdidclVMgOwBT2Tm9bugETcLu2gfCwb0JcPRV3p2KzYrBEjDadUsZ
NZRMFgSF2H42xgMTVRHJIMgS7cFnlalxKpVUBXKPReQryFVieirawvQXNMQjR
gLgn2SSs1plIDwmlwpS42yl+Fm3ldiogkjkvESfUvCBOVBawVb000g9irBuV
F/gn2S9gAIEtwu6pkE7KpZkzgh2WwTYWmJuKy/DhytEvz9zWSnK6Kc3uhhHe
VkhUi8p05kAixMuQXI1704gOqgrDvWacTTdVeGbcDRPEg2srgnAclhGtr7Lmmw
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Ym8XIXNCLIDeAeqdZBUyuQ1NepRui9yEoxzFrzd7SmMmG4UHtV6MsGOzc6eE
i0Ogy6wbixWaBcbxsSLMWWcjMH6cTaBsNuTbFF8yHmMF/JADGjetQG4ANZ8yTHL
3L5WjU/MRMIiTz9iyremAXy9MEyxLUTgFrHIv/D2gBnCJk1V9KJIX0opvIQWWE
QG3KtypZVE3vOWSUIjiwXihDoFXShOCOTSg9MAtSOKAIi5rrbigOtvRD30Tz
FweCCJQhmMY 7hivOaJ88I9SS+pJZTORHNaQEB4huVYR6EBTj/EexV049B7EwW TIRHUOWQONtdgRySk50wo0iNSQz/AJQXPalO9aMh
cR63tdZpRaX5hf7+1f6yJjjSXsX0ieVVTSI7I/sIGI3Bz61nbNLea9NyquNh
e/ZdGW+6zQ/u/D3ggk4cBGGoGIukLxyKIk1IndhRGOtAX9R4upR5JjY+NplK
4DFSY/6rjE3SHr6FfN+1dsYYjeR+YcRXeFozd3qfOghHMVRV2GCiBZ9tp6QB
Jz9ze9PrSzHcKKUNMMN+PWYyI6+TqgyyxvoQ60po6rkYEhCOscovdwLkH1lyhg
QQ6eJpY8i3NZZ/cRjyIX/wCl/wCA4fisOPUjEjJHNFRjGcZti4r2C5YdVeOqw6
rDgsOgw6eqpi3NOTHgNJJA XML TMUW5rOezZdNOQHaRG6IXW/yPtVNX/I+1Awk
JzDsMzkPf1TEMpvvCMIrNPUESLxeSUdLTgwfzXH/AKJ3NOKP7UACAy8Ey25e
YDsX+yT2ha3MK5XK5XW5bWTMmMGyYZYBGQUCY 3Ki+ZADMmM1r+CmYHFH7fQrP4;j
gOSclycTeqpkNKdxuXzojwmh7dritZt42mxKe3in37LI6UT4j6raJjYYvQ3r
Mb9hxehpanmAY+3mmI8JuOGyFr8xs12X00dSV+COpLFOgeiE4FuCineMFmqd
Pf7rXsmIxBzHevpxTfKj1Kpox6lfSj3pvIxHV{T|3r6cepXyxpxMt1UJ68RF
6tu2j0ZDDendoC4eifYEOM80ZRFTQXxNUZ/b+E7IInFjsvjsVov8BAXHtNyzya
eoe5VL7JIngFojFeGkN3pKbGeFG7EI6/hlv3rxDNE4p9GTcEXhThVelEK5VLK
hXhr1VIsN5/p0Jaxzy3YdqyxAA2WRDvL8UZahoMMONom9BVAXNNxQGp4T3J4
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kHkqgHsCBUAf64L6YVNMLWXA5Db8UgTUFURpNLFEYLKkpvR8Rtva+nIhNgRdV
JiV4Zg9qodjxSA7V5weSbTgZc6BNmyjcEXvOw/oTCACjjuU4QAMOoFjXHgICK
gtOTbNNIO4Uhp6jGIfHe3vUvt5apGVw7nBTgNY+GrigLILTIMIuagX2awWVoF
N3ykSuvrfOWrlzSiwbKDI5SnpGW79yJBgXJG4uXHYr6 7FfQS+XpymSMAT|wCl
gnTkSSXixeo3cFOehpzm8WIESSK30wU5mMoyJqCGI3e9YrFYrFXFXHovKei8
p6LylIVBVYyuKuKuKuKuVy/90ACAEBAQY/ALciOgMabPLLDKwILMdpH/DBT2tu
VCw1wWAY6R5+np8cFQg2sAxUjUY/WdloVFvbcpcz28amihpEWUjLzOeG3cZbs
GyoWfLzxMwV7aVapcRKxqrgKjPgpxyKMhYCMBVD66YaEj0C/oV+C4441AF/K
af8AOcaYv49hb8YU+0O0YuUJoDNJIVbwAY 1P2YLUpBCPSNj4D5nXDzPUyOfR5+
J+Wgx+b2kySfth2ynUK5E]j46YisEzmI968rrubRflnzQ7M6kHr5Y GudP24NK]
P7cVbKmueKAVoCcunwwrEEwwepg/eboMPfOv4ktUgHWg+ph+7EfG27UtbA/j
EfenO08woNBgX6zPbXaruklUOK10QeflhoO57X2YNwFtysQBqglaD3F8epIxB
NaelcQXCosM6UKsD4Edaa4qyLJWIVODIOURRs1zOQ3pGewE/wxPP7CUh|CttKBCMqUPIiGOg97wyBjcWMh9NaOqlcwc6g9cLd2F0skGOBOy9xD/K46GmOMyC
06vL/mDaU+3F8CK7XCgjTNf347f71Mhg4K/IPHd1yFSOX5K4YLIzKP8AuzRh
8MWIxb3C3EFXEKKEqGoKsoKsKdGBBWNxrQH4Y/RW4BBIWPmMIRrWhaFiK6U8s
W4DKQoGp8seplUklGeDRh6aelrgyzSBFUFiaUzGOW7b4G83d+d228trxOULf
iWloyOnu2AzA2kqtdScTW1jPGIVLIZHSRAX3HU1PwwT7sDVzIMSn9uDaz3Kx
XMPxUIUKX8IRNTE9xxrRLLcRiJzKgfOglyrphucLob95TMzbfTuPIlgqTasG1
Jiz+dDgjbZIdRWP/ABxePBHA6XUjSOJUgDIWNAPtwObw2LwW02R0YSK01Jo2e
[+NvobWGJpRNttOKIQolVcycjWuAyKWubOhIEGuON/3)ji34W3k3R2YBuguW6;]ITI6j6S48hgyFyzMSW8Sa55nAyLUNaf
DFUjoBkfHDVypl5k48yaUwkEal5J2AiVdSen7ccR27aQAzzKGvpQMwWNZXY/9
kKYg7bsWVbiWJZLrZ6Vjip6F+LD9mJ4ALQ1I/DjI8AMIftxWprd41zzxGZnBrX1
EVVcsscTauouLOOLXFwjU9tliFaEaU3UxyF4FPtvM3sFaVCp6VoBpkMdv2Uo
Do97HIXITWKrkH7MQXdhP+XuOLtlkiKnl1JZIYdQeowlW?22/KFnlult2pfMM
tcyP3YKTEFWAAKZSGIGWJIHU0A917QCSSKFGGW7zy6Ymuv067q5Dh7W50+S2t
pS1g1DWrRMCITpp88dk2vekTWt0/b5vV467toBbtl7vt7/cAJUO2ihAXY plO
iljN1IzRMUekalgKy0lJpgMIO3/1P7r4yOuwdiraLk5JFjYenIMdBpSuLiHnu
5+e7ghtCsZj5HkJZUKDIDV1LUJFDHJ2CCkdpcvGg/pBOP7MWor9AC08gTXH
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cvK8jzllw9txvimztktoUfezJ7hJLnKIRphRJ3XzTKLmQkAqfsOD7nc300a5
UMAp/WBNFT3Rzn+WsNR/2MMD3LzpAGRrCP27Tg7+4uek/p3wivz2YO/ledao
zPvx1P2Jht97zjCQDYBcroOldnXAdbrnAormboHQV02DTC8hfT89E961YYvz
agfaBIVzVKiutMQ211cc88MCBIUWSCOHUmMIZ1GCgPcELZH3hyBOXXLZ1xUf+
YWqgB/wDuTek+POdcEFUSNwpV{7TmR+3ZgMY+4Ahqdp5QnLrgmDWy54sT6XPJN
T5HbI0I4WDmoL+w/Eup5L5pB6X6FAZSK9csXENHXVKIPPGgPcPcK7hENaL6M
gnFzccmeVvl78VvZ5LxgzZUoNOAFPLBVUlp2fbnOL243V8vVTB3drXTAZ+rk
bjUeNG64AXtWEjITL27+4HwWJIq2JL7iuEvbSaalwSH89K42NgFDHKuUPX27PKa
U3m8m3DLUKMMQ3/HcBcW95a1aC4W8mOZG2uZ8Dhry+4K4uLuUgzSvdzitNB9
XhiCez4u74+eAhoJoLUUFSNMIiTUeRyxyHF8fcJcDh7v8nOY5CwkZGFJIMycic
JTKUCCdhVhVg5EYm96ghCszdRkPSPtx2nen/AEpXukcOp+IdritGOPgMmMWYZ
+cTCuH4e7IC2I7KfykjaJNWICegh9+OQWWDbY zrFKgnMmsQBP7Mck9aC4KSqf
8w/4YEO71K7gkeBpie6KO/UufLXM5bqwXbGD/ANNCgCoGBUDcTmMPHDZdammuK
ZMSc6/uxnQnwHhigUBakAU1PnhKCpAy8K4tOLV(qK3418QfohQ+0inVjkMDO/
hxOWMLOC5DXwwMw1V9QxGgWj03UyrrgoibtpGRFT88M+2gMNRmMMg4YmmVAwb
UUxJeXD7Y4VqVUO30TRVHSpOWJ7uViBAcXDmSUdAM9APgMshjnvU5efhgbjtq
KUH8cZalL+7Fcsss8IWowlGhzHIiikgBjkMVGQOLN1/44Bpt3DIDwwagVByBO
LnhuMISLULMYGWCWitTbWzDa02WY J+IB8TOxwz2zfiXE5DbidssYBZIb7PtxD Jow
CEIVA9MbmNCc9P44Joy7DUCtQT8chlG1qZUy64muyCZUpHbRZ1eV/pp5Vzw7y
OXnKLSSVvXNnYkljXxrgeognMESMMdwJOLHBOVaE1rlglaiigyxKr6U9JPSmF
UEHCcKnrQnAFfUD8sEZ6gGuOUu4fb5HMbK2eWGw3eiMO9LTEaZ6LqcQcpzt69
9f8AJ3clkZz6UTeCEQaKqgjQDBWIOIRHO7QAJLXTFgY5fx44riQg6gOAgJIPSV
TF3yF6wijijt3ctHqvtZ7qdGBGEUbkO5RC39xzzZ3NQ90mM4UOOyh7pMhvLIni
BO2gjXadtNfOuLfkICJOQ4F/z9lIgr7kez1qrDxGfni9Fa/jPSnxrjt2bQww
bKA1rSo/hiBjmUIGXxFMdtcQpr/ceTtoCP6WKG79gxHGgokY CqOoAFBhCBUj Cy+Y9Z/xxKmX4bBvsOOOECT7ItLIWEY+HtRMQf
kcHL6RMdc8UXJdK+GJIbg4Y JFaxvINKctqRqQWLH5DF5dP2W68fFM8NIObwb7k
oxoUT28hTM9Bgb/0/l1IZdwAVvIBFdK/h+GI2P6eyZ1qBfrWwnT/p5Y TvxvO6NI
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2nZ8IHxsvMXFOXjjupBRXYIdIEQE9CcPIlvaPHTRe2JEmW/kKIKHwW/DrU4K3/
AGrBDIlortjuXYUPiSgxUdn210GqVX8zluQ1+5rTDU/TyN5t1P/HKKF8/w61x
IVBA/NNqGU+kf3B8h5/h4Jh/TSx3H6mMbkZCD50EQwe04z9NLO3vIY2/3knIS
PHEafWQIwf8A]ji7iuuOeLRLIVnIFzMwgBubPaK/441i7BsNSY3a7lJpX/L1w
GTsTj1H3gbgUkimoovjjfF2Hx7AHZ735iVs9SCKCuPX2Rx2wCgAINNG8Tgf/
AMMA4xFOKmaatfswynszjN9TI7823PQZ4h5uzS17ZuuU02zeCMTFE3IQQOtcy
0JOwLzuPlbrm+RRgxyXUhk2gnQDJV+AGOM4yl1hR7dXRRQVB3tI88WtsWVZL
g6hRIHUKd37hgXG5QIUId2000KDF5yEdylb6ytnNtEPUYYyCasNNzUxYzXM3
u3j26vIM5qzPK5ck4ecMEFinswjq0s+tB4BRgROB7METNcs2Q2DNgT5nL4Y7
ZvY5C8sPLXVoTpRIIgi08iMxilvrY+zd2jiw3IHRhOPICMjiw5stiwnM2Cm8s
Fp6kniHAKNSNGFafLEgAEPbyPuU6gq4qPIliwhyZTi8viPRxPEzuafzTFYxX9
uMxUfspgE1BINR+7HddxBMLe85KBeLsHJAPu3ZCEVOIEJOPY pv46whjSxVDV
ZFCilDAM1STi2XMCSPfM2mQOf+GOP40xCJccndx28MkrBIl4/clAdnPpVVGZJ
OF/TWCBLNh34iS0vJsm9+aVCzXNRKSXO4EdKUx27Jydw811BHLY SSPQk/IZW 755dgTGiWIIHOzYtI38MHPKmMnIgVFQOvh 104ckMh0OzyOLjiXXdeWtubrh5yM2CjOKo
6gZHDKyIHRYjp1BBoQfhjnOQoQ3JczIA38ywxqoHyJODI8/DCBKszijUFcdz
8hBOZbLjrpeM441gBHaD2ztPm244TdTbFZ2xBHiy1lFcQwJX8SoLa6ZmgGZPg
MczdJ2xwljYdzWcUfDTcybn8/aGFiyXCC1KmNZBqrvn1GLyw5K34DgrikCy3
nLdu27NdyK4pV2nJibXMIsVueMm524A00/J3Mk2etSgKID8sKnG9vcZxygZL
BbRgk+NStfniscYjoSF2qB0/pGHKKkkkAOBgNaaY9x2FEqWZmyAAzJ8hiadeJ
WhBMdsrKDRR1zrrriS35jtriulgJI9u5s4ZBTTLOIGHZO1X7fuZQSLniZ3hA
Pj7ZLJ+zDx9h90wcjGZWKNhzAMT5nQTRAgkZDNcMO4e0r6 CK13SNeQgXFqg4X
+WWOo0zJyBocUkgmW326UIpImDhE25nLaRmMK9TXFWVS6U/Ep4eOOR5T90e1Vv
7GxXVrKTunlpTZcTC8hHufjpoWazZkA+mMES54vL64/VigRznISG5udvyFwtuH1
CJIvZqdM10xc2H6icGIrTkVccH3RYP8AmMeLvGIolluFA2SAZ7HCt4VwagBnZ
gMsz0/ZILPcBEOGiTihVIf3GSWQeCxp/xxGQzbZL7Nf8zs37hiS+KhlsoT
7bn/ALyTJIfsWUOR5kuY+6v1KZ+K4VBRZleNjzuriuoEh9AIwveN/DRVDQcLv
8V02SQV6Z0G02IVPpj5aQqa61hOWFYHUUI6UwWNGXkm7KLIVt5H/6010r/Uum
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OCtreU/m1na8k3Ur7a+gJ8GJOOXuOMge2tppy5hfplc5CB4E547cIKZ8jPd3
bHrRpign/s40XpUeoY7k56V9i8Px1xcAlp6wh2AfFqY/NTNWabnaeZm6s5LG
vxJwl+qx8D26ttAr8zeglkogqlosmenjkPPC908rxS9089birwV/yahOh3g7
WSD/AE1JB3aHKmMFq0djBCgBLKRRoOOIBKM/LCvxvHXfMe84US2cJZKHR]jI+1K
eJrh09Z+0t/FRXdtY8vCLYP3VS7cRRzGNFYUSRhuzrQ4uorPsyy923Yho57m
QsAtanIDgMOsXa/ExxrSi1llJPkfUMK1z2RxdwGH/AErWM/tDDENhy/ZfJWN
xeVv/ALKWU8c+2Eat6ghzOVMJIFad2xcRdvQLZ8ujWb18NzVTOuFubG6hvLZxu
Ju4JFIQQ6EOtRhMwaZHPP7cCg2yBvprpXEgNJEYHcrONfDI64ae64heG5c5r
y1gBG5J19xPpYHE15x8A7n4JTU3IgD78YJp+JCcxTqRXHZH6a8bvtrrvXm4e
MurgZNBb13XUmfVI1b544Ts7tTi4uH4Dt61jtOMs4loAqgAu5+88h9Tsc20u
AMtwGQOOe7D7y4yPle3udrd7e8tpACUYJOTRNQgskTUZGGYIx3h+n3lyF7ztH
[J+P/MFae7GjVilAy+uNIbDAEOQOjVAKTf5c/344sqat7UOvw3mmOMi3Hb70evn
QsScdvdu252S8/de5eXGggtVaXkY9AIKTnheK4ANSNbfHFOD7XX6Y4uOs/SZ6
D+chnJ88WHG2CbbTjoVgtOOQKoPAeJzx268mQTIiINtKncYWqd2EUajlYiubS
QxXUBDQSeDDx8R44a/eP2aRRQi2DV9soMx82qccizVZvcYgDHZIEAFYfEWO
caepOEjVv86tg0JzOuF7Z40Pc813jyFvYWPHwCssylfckAUZKZAY 4/ubv6BOS
7jFJrPgj6reybUGUaSSCtT90YgHd/PWXAcTCgnuBMwDVEmMKcUKVYIyKAAaY7
ISHtDISOF4riOcPGYyWUKCI/KIIQxShWLLFGyY/TkT8MJOth+evaBTyF835mU0
1PrqorrkBhIRNoHpoooM/ADQfDHPcNcIZ5+4bni+N4S2rUyzXF5GSqitdOao
XPgBXF5dQKXikbc5gOvSnnj3ljQliQtcxXVcsTSSNtVAX3a5D+OHmMeGQ76bR
t+kahflg7rdtp6Eal8sR3Xa/PcjwzbgfYhdjC1MwGINUI+WLXhv1lH4bZNIAh
7i149KKaD6poK6/5cW3K8LfRchYXKbormFtymvQ9Qfl4bKnQg42gaUoWYitM9
MCmYblIr41x2n+p/E8NaWfdPE3cg9wgi3m9+NomMIiLQBIGpvGeE426A4fnXTd
/IbZ2GyYDU20poJAO0+0eGGLMgFRQsWApP8c8shd4L 1pt3LWpOyx+rfL8PMk1g
OZNnFOhgsklIGtvly+NXU6YuGByU7R/ygDFtGDUXWQHzb1Ytq5BT/CmOU7Ig
Jt+b7ztv/LnbUhyeKyVVPJI3S+FRSIHXJw3cvJQGK75cGLI02A3R2S6NTXKIr
XwxvjllVZGFl/ubgag+fUY7fIT2z/eV3gaAmsD55a4jIFKkZ41qQchhZzY6Df
6Z9gdCDofiMWnGgm9+R5G3twiSkmaRVP7DiC2jGxLaJYUBYqEAUfsGCCSa/Zn
i3795b2fe4S1kg4+5uSojtEIO6WVS2SswAFDB7Z/TvZiStMIrvueRNOSGtD
+XU/UROQOY5Yvr/kLga/v7gq81305d2JXoToPIZY XmhaS8v2f3EYrfvDgoQDMU
INY7m3rQe5FUS5feWoxb812N3RacvayL+Lb7glzbuB6o50Go6MtaEEYm5jujn
rDgLO1T3Lm5u50j06KtdzE9FUENnwWxH3dzrydt9kcFHcDIL+OvmFveXN7MhiP
MXcLENGoQIIY2z2sztQkDHIcfdGOO7tZXE8iyK6ELWjqVJgpBywOPuisblao
2k/IM423Mgw2ItR2tyfqOewfL6sIfdZTTTcSzZ6n44ZiilljmS2f8AHFCiHcch
8cAICNymdaUK+YOEVOCVjHGrAXPHy1a3mQmpVkOr5jPDXnGzexytuVXkuJko
GhangINfUpPOkfPDGITQZV1wpJpImvWvXG05VoVbQingfHA46/VZoV|CM1SGPage 86 of 438 ---- Generated from The PARI S Foruns
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095EMDA4417i4KxT+1sf9/Y ogh8uWO0ZdTsPXwwxW1iGhG5Fqc+tMEx2kQJBqd|R
PzUoGynpgiHaaZAg4gUODLtlkFFzlgeuAtagAVgBrimuUIKxQ2dusTynIKGO9
18guGgtm/wDpNgxWzh60OfvSMOpPTWGASIVG02/UgAt4ZCmLjluQ7N5TjOMsV
WW?75C4tPbjjRmCh300FSOmB/pyqg/qZaadMTXfA9rclzUNrlILg4sbb3YOmKh 1KhR8yDrhpWVZAhqVK
gXg305eAxvIVaLr'VROROtKUx7jhAQRULGpJzOvpwpiijBP1DZGrDPYyGI1WGE
MF3bAikgnzAwbmé6ji5LuC8V4+C4RNhrNQOkuMgrGnXqdBrjmbHue+e87IW4a
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d5T2NzNYchxPHcfc2PJWEXVFPFLCyuuhoCKeYXxDf8nGJXu4pOI7v40gbYroL
SUEAOYR1IkQ+Y8Md+dtX5ljFr3TL/a7uTcn5izWCL2JIzShgqpo3mMcexxU0g2
Y5XkuLtLi40QCyxQo7ljpUHLzxxnaEeXBdqcVbw8bx1T7StcVLOFOJCAKDO6
a47e5rk53n5zs/mDaWN5M2+SSD8ybYx7zViCjD/1RigKgU9Tg+GWY654QThK
EgszEsa9aA+0O02uEg2zR3vVNWkTgrXcnvK7VUjognHeXIge3dQ2TwWrEay3X4
MY +134HDcFx9xy95GFQwWWYyF/botB7jGiJIn6jivMXvHcGlamJ3e6l+yMBR/6
2DEe8GkcH1rFYri5eqUk/HF5Zcd3hHC9zF7ayXViykbhQOMchxJecbYWvd9h
bCvucZJIWcjyt5KOT8K4kseQtpuOuoG2T2sytHIp6rirgefZh5kYsqb5jaa+kd
CemJERQTIwWOyIT6c654mjRwWjNVgTkKalxxNwOu+SxBtZxUkho/M+WeDSINTI
4dcAM1A+VR+zDeupBr+3FWNVbUVXd3EIP5zgyLy3HVKXKRRTXI1+WCWY Fwy5;|
4zsTi7DsDgrcMI7exjSe5ZaUBImdSoempAJ/gxIb3neU5C5YEI7u8nkDfAbg
NfAYMgnmijlBoJklIVYyR4AMGBxzF1/5svDDx4iW1s77/eW5katVbfRWKD7rDFv
Zc3brwfI3IMdm/uF7C9dvp/Lz0BV8vBATcA+FcPDztklI3BBCNtp3TapS6hcZ
KrkZSR11Wvli44HuUODYJ1L8byMJ3WI9b7qCSJuvgQclORGGgwjNag0zoBWmI
0lICFs200Dr8sd09vFwv5aS06ih6+rOsfhliraMaVv8qYUOGRO+HXBYFW1Ar0
OFZhk2Y+GJoJVDQ3CNHIpOKuKGvyOOasJwUewuZIIP5iDUx/szxxdxZMz3)z
vZWA4U51NkOW4f80xrj90bHtiWO0Ove X/QvsNjydo6PNDY X1+ttar7kUZDSOiSB
xGpgTQdcfp7+pXP8Qb/9U+0O/UKTgebuSksjacnacRFZ3MVul7alzJaAo6uQn
PNVYkti17xtri8hvpOfdrjeStEelpcQL7zwSSx0+ulsyowlyNDj9VrgzCfZz
9yscq/TSi6Y4v+UKaH/mOIfTWGYNQBXXBWXIINT4eWGTcCGrés6UxGTQLWgnx
Ax3TxPF988NfcxyHDW8VrxItdxy3ErqOO5FRSTVrliXIOLIJgHIAmMuvj544e
5707j4/jO50DA4/mIr65jgknaAAR3KriwgJY6Ekdad7z5KwvYeQsZOWK299b
OskUgLBENyMhII+BxWIMEOaOQfPLENuFpWbKrGufT5Y7kTvPh7rlbmexaLgW
tW2iK4bdUk712sSUIc10ARiIOt4AWWWRwomc5BtozIPgcc53byriR+0O4sw8VYr
UzXd7dSgRwxnVRtQIz0UVxe89zly13d3bEKML1jjiHOQQpP92JRKkB10ZzwjlQq
AlZa6eWAG6khlau4aYBLBOprniOuyoWXIriw6aglVTsSvyXEvH8jbpdWNOu24
gcaitQQRmMrA5gRmDmMMTdgcexdm-+uolfzHbvMyGklI9ax5NFN4zwVG4/eUhvHEN
bXOQMNXAueF5UKPfsrylEKTYOjr95cc12I3FbfluT4SdoZ0rVXX605EDbgjij
DyxsRqq//SloSD9QB/dhlY2McHLWMODRHUsICtaeFMJX7p10OCdolroc8biNa
AKP34DVO1ajPzwPUXY1NTII4ZeGOI9gP/bcpxpusm6NKp9gl+AOP0O57euoyl
[zXJIf7TWKXRhFeXIUgCpgKoKA]MY/Wg9w8jc8HxXGSva33Bx+3cNNY3bD8jD7
rVMbxx28cqvmwORXcT29rDHdX0j/ADtyiKss5iXZGZXAq5VchU5DCtGrGOPu
zimnO7bRaS50+8KNTH6pQNEIWTuG69AzCBtpGfigRjj9jLIWL1IHXNemFmM92MF
htILAHP44VfdU5a1ww3IMtO08MH1ttXNWGQpgMNx9JJI/fXDgKKMKZaVr1HX
GzN1ArVgE/aRiK3ZnaNCTsGQQqfADG5QVVjWhyl6eeNxcFIPUjX+0J/SqGOjb
DnllpiKaL60YEU89a+WEVEJuPctkg9k1CxBSS1KOWJINTggnKOq1H8tch8sBk
XcjijedPLGOANIs46injjhO3Z0kNnfTf790011gjBeQgehoKVwvBDmuZsuP4
S29mCztlZwzVoAZRAWIPU11wOESX9Srjj+XVVIurPkJCrxRPTZVPZBz6 YtLf
srk7nvLuSzvYL3i763do7S0aFwXLuyqXMkZZCi67s8cVzXGTJILYC7ZQX/FYE
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VIjmjDLI4g5Eelx25+gNnbr/AHDi7heL7hdVoXt5a+xI5A+44K/A4sbiPOSO
tVI/ACGg/fnjs2+3U/M3jJIAaGjqVqfnhqV0zr4g5jFCPgMV27a/SThiSSKV
0B+3FN5Jlyrpjt7n46MeOkureZgkELLEXT5b1GP0OwJO500Y4m10rRiakfMmu
P177vZTu5Svvu5slJcgmHjlIgUfAENGUMLS8NXLGLHuzjR+WUN25TIJAC4Gu3
pXH60gEOPNSDefAlo/ZhQkjDaM6MRXzx7ksrFI81BJI3dMUEjBhnUMf8cB)L
IC2anc3+0OPVNIMvV+IX/jjYIzKVoKD3CPj1wf9y8IKDcrtQk0J18MEmMaTPpv
alPtwGaeZCRVKSMMvtww/NSsOtUiG9jrqdcFAzmgJMhY OrrinXLHGFiavaxb
2JrX0jCrmy5M1D54K0YPJJ6AWITXFFCrluJY10fkKnPDReh2jBDojeoHXK5
EYdNu5jXcT+7HcHcLGk9vajjuGtyCOkl7dmoSNFzdggloOnli87g7pku/wCw
du8dNe8pby8gvHXJHEmM5x7VsrFmY5AvVISScwMcrc8ZBedu99XameZZ5ZE5BV
QBVakjyRzqgpWmBwXMSLe8dfgy8HzcllhuogazZj7rr95a5dMsWdndOuLjs/m
bgwty T604X2zxCvgPcNMd59ryxBv7nwd2kAYVIuYIMkTD40OowZXNHtZGi2nX
cXFBT447NQhWOrloORM9GJzz/AHYy+nQjXPxxUN11AwQcyKnPHU7IJOVMIVE]
1CmOQigzMF5ZyTAMhEfuhXHNUNj9POSIb21k7sguHfSkVtVg560Axw/K3VBd
d2cpy/PyBgQzL{XsjITX+kDAodtdRWuLhFhaYy908SGYaRjdldxP7MfgbEzK
yrzUpV1INdUTOn4YAFDUARVGozwmgZjRRTX4+GEJAqCiT4jFK7SozUjBavShX
FYbCeaogNKkTkH7Bj/cWc8CZ092NIBr8RgVIgMqgjTBLAbwagl6YMIS5LXZEKGt
Oh+eDUfQSW8KDFgpA/8ADRbWONOjA0B70Py+GIuUNMN5W1iAn5SKOQUAtBboaF! ZfbHs
epWDHcp6nwxzYtqJJ+T4sX037snskmvidhGO+05e4VNjw0OV7Fe3PLBd1LS3T
2pZWAZz2RORX444btjs71B3G6cmOWv+ThR1ggjjjZIoEdwCzkNUOYyFMWPF2EL
XF7yNwltZWyrVnllYKqgedccbh2HdXCSc3yXHWXB29upO5vZCtcyeO1NpFfE4
7i5hnan0c57cdG0SziSP1U0gzHHCXNSKkSR8Vx95diJmCgiGFnFWOgyxPdyrv
kvOQMxzzAerMB9uO1110YQQ3k1wyn/4SMQdfPANaVIOfng+oimpwSprXCipz
8PBADCIODXLHCLfRUIRQQK/U4A0JSTUUJIB0zGO8IjUsncKsa6eq2T/DAyNON8
cc8/IwtNt53ilsAtf TcPIQjEjoM9cfqfE8/5125NGIxgFILwowyGWQNK4eVHPage 89 of 438 ---- Generated from The PARI S Foruns
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:1Bripr4a49P0mmnhjzOWn8cVYkkNkQc8
WIgFJ/NXig5abFJwtSWqgNNRjvlaltvM22RNaf7c430wUgAK3QeRx3FazxEz3
POcOLcNKkKrP9a+JHhjluSHT2f7syzRQaskQG2NGI1IUCvnhI2ZMQdtfDLAO7
bQUI8/iBuUG2W85i4MIRqEVQNFAYbOuVPV/DDEHJIhgemOpA9NNMsFoj/tLO
SENNCw+t8VESDFQTTBBkoOa7zurmBlljsqctWc3V1EhOuwghP7cOtcgczr8c
cb7R1toh5ZKBpgFalrO8cEn6w2XxGJ+A5+A8r2bfK8d1YbBLJarKfWOSH64y
TVk1Gg4bujsG9j7m7dk/0OrcSKbgNRELEe6q9A1HGrji05QLXx78eXuTFd]j2]j8xwfJzcY8w/3McRBIim8fdhYFH+Yxbr3N2rzdyWkiBRc2w CUKUgQfHAABQOmMAK7TTIA1zwq0O8jM4XuF
NojtiIGaWArpM42qw6ZjPC292SbYmkUmZ9uvj5YiWJweyigmtarTUYALUXaAQ
fiuW0ZDAgK7iASP2Yv+RmYKitjbs4JIHqp6ROUL25nIEK9wW7 StKSNWNCcVPFQ
1E1L alx+gXf/AHtEXFIWfH3NnGWssdtGZ5GIn9wRIsK/eYjWtAMJIB+IVbEXCc
FZXPu3F5zIEt3fwR+r2/bTOWg1M6EtTwxyXP99c0188NXEON4uBfZsrKEvXZ
BCDRR4k1J6nFuSWjbBSmISBgmStQ24KNanTTEHcPCQxycstvLAKUy76xyijm
gBOmMO2Ye6ILW04L817UhhtnQoZ1MYb3DXKpFcDIOLEDPPObC6WeMuPauFPqW
hBDBIBBHXEXCc3eQ8b3K4SOd5XWJLINC8dSKMxHqGN2TBIghU+n5fbhXNCdK
dMS8jzXIQ8bzQVaS6ncRoK6DMipPlhu27HuUD+29vJISk6RTRg92y/T7tT9AO
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YH24Qtzrs/8A8+GpJ8sRz2XcslrcQnckyXENVI8v4YtoY 7udtsYgaqgfwYUy
z1ywN86k/SwDigp54XbKgz1Mgn44qs6MRnt9waY XcYmaunuinwOwW/OQKOg3 TUfA42fSp+g/vxZvew7+14
d1ub6QjJyDVI8/5imfLCqupPxoBpTCrGSpb10OK166YSiOLdK60zJpgyR1e2k
Y+9b9M+q+eFmtpAybciDmD4EdDi4umLOIEqQMYToABrUnLCWXNQR3F93GHve
4raZFKkR2uB6YXBFGCXx0WhOxdc5+mtzB2VzrqWk4Ygni7lgMtg5tAXpSg+nyx
Jxst7ynak6vwPFXBM/GXYBYZEbdC416rQ4f9Nv15seV4nh3nju25jgri3tzc
W5rE5tJSzoRUmMINtx736J/qJxvivFXcY mazmkFviwRMdrhonoztHgwAri/4H¢czf3P5tbpT60iG/D
CeARQBI54bnUSW+VBBzFq31RzL/p3MZ1FdQRiXjOQX3bWUI+N5JQfbni6EHQ
MNCPHGpOEhiUVNKwEaDr5nDQIQ8rAfmJP5m1+wdMWnHQQqa3U60hH3VJIITIIV
OLeltk9g0solhjhAyCoAB88cfKiulUskRZcIpYEsQPhXAp4UrjKICE1HwxnI
8Me6W2rH/ge+OGdh6a+IfAY9OMzn4YkhhUvi4gsaCpJXMfbiPnubtObuC/UN
b27er8vC2i060euFgNpYVP8AhhQWIRfq+WC7fT9weAwqkZOKtnQ01GDGooa+
pOmeL/m75wZIIKWFpW|T3DV2IB+0noMP+pHbXPzWncFzMz8nE532t7Axqltc
Q/S8dMgNRQCDIl8c44LvS0hB5/tGWQe5CwyMtu2RIibUEZ]jQjFVce5uD6/UoPage 91 of 438 ---- Generated from The PARI S Foruns
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51xcyQ/gF3PLcxQSPEDDaKrSBSUDZGgJGDznKd/83FZW8ay31xJ+VjjQEAso
cLm3QAYbluAub7k+MtBXiUSMLVMIf9ZgoHT6Qce4SN1KIBhSQdzUDLOHhngD
6iKnZ/CvXFKHcw9TA6eAwGdzuA9ixdcly9ytlaWaFppfCo9KgdWJIyGGvLgvb
8Tasy8RxpNRFGctxH8zak/LAIGWON7i7a5044bm+KIEtj)yFsxXWSNh+9ToVOR
GIO03+504ul/UC2Xa8LN7dtyQGstrX6X/AJo/syxNc3NykENsdOOk7BKKP5ia
aYax7VVrO3jLpJzDgF5Rp+Cn3R/UC/LEIXNN700sheWWQ7mZvFmOZOOTArsk
khDCmh39PLLHGmM4Z07G0jQWIqTUZKKsfM43xsKE/T1GLUSuUGIWNQKY130+Sq
P34IlvZGEj3TNI8MtWY4+eowzDL49¢cJyXCTLSQbL2xmB9idNdrgfsPTAuY442
g27eU4W4plvVddVK9Vro2J77tcpDmTJIxcpy//ACj0+BxHY 3tqg8F077FhmBDMa
5kDgAMB8IseUECrGgGIlOp+eOK4dGMp5K7htQP5UkejnTotcW1ujKEggSOONae
IQAQiIigBAMCNZIZiIKKjyNQKY 7VtNpkhivGu5j0C20TMK/89ML7eu0EGtTmcZy
FagadfiMP10gZvpVdMhhkRjd3QP+jHMF8Nz6D4YeHI+XDTTCsHbPGEPOwJoD
IwOS5asR8MRLeFo+146Vhw3CigihQsSrSAZO4B1PyxVjQHQ64cZyDSpOxVWD
NUDLWuMyVYjMnwxt+qvOjXD8rzN/HY2cQo8r030f+7]XVmPIgRwq9j29ZMRx
vGIqgls/9WXoWP7MHdrgkB9Wa4UBa/szxDOkr211C4ktpkYqyOpqGVhmCMRWP
eHKPfXFvCsdjcudkcm3IGQLQF/6jrhQKZgaYcxv7dMih6YvKY 7trxgn/AJsN
wfJQ+xyHGBYZ4jl6gMiK9CMwcKAMIR6fPB4+2kLWXGEpJnVXnP1MPELoOMEO1
B/L904VS3tSES5jpXyOGVsweul4lARuU/1JB91epxay8NcvY T2VFilionVgwOl 2PijdPgcbQRV8IboAclItMIbOITayVKHLUVzB+Gl/zZW
j5+pkzSp/rGQ+eFKWZWjfNZFIYMPEEY0AkiEeOHCSRTTRPIRKIYDSmlafsx|500nkvUDz1xWnxxWmBgGnxxc2wzhlAJB6E
MDIjt+45GV4Fu7eGM+whlkKGtFVFzLMBjiZuWuWSy7hASxYQNKjo6g+sKDRS
GzrjkO/v05shLxLIrjnO1o0F9VuDmM89qv3k6INRgMsUBpTAaumD1Y5YGeloQ1
Ax9Z8hrgbhGICEAAdAMOzBpGbz6Y4S3|BMFvOLM6Y50WH1U+2mIT7hoa7GrQV
pmfijgGSTbJlIoMUYzzxMxZxJNH7ELbjnLKdq6dKnCp+auXjQbVDSMVoBSgBri
CblbaS5/MRSvGfSabCvpz8d2La7i4Vrprz2EgsozR3aVd1NzGgoAcWTz8QhS
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6LKtBMGVQfVuPWvyxb3kXFxW8dzGIwkWOnaWFdfEYTYzxOWisrEEAfDPFxby
zTzLLC60S7kA0qtc88wNCcROruU9+3wWUsemQrhmhdlelAoyJHQ4LFmM9yOjoa60
OmJWLV91M1JoVNMxiSIsWaMF4IFNDgMRtHXaDt2noDgMLHIvupMtwuU/YaYIP
Jy+mFwNuZIr900fvwkUrexYRZRWYyZVzrVj1OK1rl18caUxT9uKD1HGeu7P4
UXxMVGVBN8xjtubitVTk7W5tJ7Cz5ECGOTZvWOMe5QMSKKDrnjtNZIbKwn/Fh
vHuLhLeBd6Rhp4gablABIVABTFJIrCaEKxRCObMrlooHHpygMX/Pdid/dg9u9
4CX/AOs9vz8paWtcy/fO1pAlJB1gKE+BxLAzRIonKMOUiSpkaVWRCVYeYOP
E4+muGY03saFRgFwdpoTOoTTIMPI9SgAyAVunyxylewmmvTClrazggimk2Vqz
hURsumFc8ZysljQBUHHXmMdeopDniN34rmmYIKJ/ab8tWnSkGmFt4uK5+Ivex
H3hxN+tFU6Kxg1JpgMLPujXILxnlUr5thYReVs+5UgCyBfzHFX2e4CpBelLoa
YtWij4jupogxi3DcRyDJULRCgOvwOpiyTIuL7qt7INxtTdcReqhfb TOFox5E5
4tlh4XvGSMRosbR8Tfe3tpkVolKfDB2cF3m+RCleJ5D9tUwWNVbffBIHp28Vf
bf8A2cWkUnaPdgnji2SO/EXNGjBO1gSNKYUntbuOvSvGyggdKZY Xd2I3GSKO0
IwDp8mY+zFwOXbnOLE33TZuCG61ywSO3eY8INgw/bTH/APWeYKO09QFulPtpi
g7Y5kmuvsdgfuwkF529yNncBt1nPNHsSA/mHgAqMf+Dn2D+muBWwnlrlX/hgf
7CatP5f+GDWwmOWtP+GBTjpiBXbQEGv2Yy4+WoPn/hhkaykhUkbpDWn7sf/Z

---=_linux44e10e55--

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Sarah on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 03:51:54 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Whatever, dude. None of us knows what Jesus said - we only know what some
people wrote about him decades after he died, people who had nothing but
legend to go on. All we can do is read this stuff and try to piece together

for ourselves who or what Jesus was. You can't tell me I'm "utterly wrong
about what Jesus stood for" just because what your belief about him differs
from mine. | believe he was a man trying to teach us how we should live,

you believe he was God. Fine. And | don't quote him when it suits me
anymore than you do.

Furthermore, | am not "deluded" simply because | look at the what is
happening in the world and come to a different conclusion than you do. Nor
is my view "based on the mistaken idea that some cultures are too backward
and too stupid to enjoy freedom." | just do not believe that the invasion

of Iraq had anything to do with freedom or terrorism. Bin Laden has
convinced his followers that the West is engaged in a war on Islam, and he
was probably overjoyed when Bush attacked Irag. What do you think, that
there is a limited supply of jihadists? As long as we generate hatred for
America, as this war has done, there will be a bottomless pool of potential
jihadists. By what acrobatic logic can anyone conclude that what we've done
in Irag has eliminated more terrorists that it has created?

| don't hate "big business,” | hate greed. Greed kills. Maybe you should
ask yourself who has really profited from our little holy war.
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And finally, regarding the idea of authoritarianism creeping into our
government, it's great that you will "take up a rifle and kill anyone who

tries to do such a thing, and | will lay down my life to prevent it here."

The problem is, you won't take up that rifle if you're in denial about the
motives of those in power. Not to mention the fact that if you even talked
that way against this administration, you might just wind up in Guantanamo
as an "enemy combatant.”

Yours, in Christ,

Sarah

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by DC on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 04:18:13 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>Whatever, dude. None of us knows what Jesus said - we only know what some

>people wrote about him decades after he died, people who had nothing but
>legend to go on. All we can do is read this stuff and try to piece together
>for ourselves who or what Jesus was. You can't tell me I'm "utterly wrong
>about what Jesus stood for" just because what your belief about him differs
>from mine.

ahhh. ok | getit. You prefer to believe in human-made faiths. This

is of course, at root, atheism.

Christians believe that Jesus was who he said he

was and the Bible, (not in word, but in thought) is the word of God.
Miraculous, supernatural and divine.

That's your choice to believe that, no one can know, but there

certainly is reason to believe otherwise.

When you tell me that no one can know who Jesus was you are
expressing your own belief, not fact. | can show you otherwise.

>| believe he was a man trying to teach us how we should live,
>you believe he was God. Fine. And I don't quote him when it suits me
>anymore than you do.
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| take him for who he said he was, and that points the finger back
at me as often as not. A man? Hardly, although that was certainly
part of it. The other part is the creator of the universe. You quote
him exactly as Michael Moore does. You don't want the real Jesus,
just the flat one-dimensional 'jesus' that you can make a quick and
dirty hammer out of without any real understanding. Then back

on the shelf goes "jesus” until you need him again.

Nice...

>Furthermore, | am not "deluded” simply because I look at the what is
>happening in the world and come to a different conclusion than you do.

No dammit, you are deluded for believing that you are more likely
to be killed by W and a big nuclear war than by terrorists. Coming
to that conclusion is a delusion, and not because it differs from
mine but because the evidence simply is not there for it, while the
evidence for a persistent jihad against westerners, and especially
against "uppity" females like you is voluminous indeed.

You deserve better conclusions. Don't hate Bush so much that
you are lead astray by nonsense. At minimum, admit that you
are in real danger from jihadists. That doesn't mean you have

to take showers with W...

>

>iNsOr:1y view "based on the mistaken idea that some cultures are too backward
>and too stupid to enjoy freedom."” | just do not believe that the invasion

>of Iragq had anything to do with freedom or terrorism. Bin Laden has
>convinced his followers that the West is engaged in a war on Islam, and
:\?vas probably overjoyed when Bush attacked Irag. What do you think, that
>there is a limited supply of jihadists? As long as we generate hatred for
>America, as this war has done, there will be a bottomless pool of potential
>jihadists. By what acrobatic logic can anyone conclude that what we've
done

>in Irag has eliminated more terrorists that it has created?

The belief that war simply creates more terrorists than it eliminates
is simply pacifist twaddle. It was spewed by pacifists to keep us
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out of WWII s well, and it was defeatist crap then and it is
defeatist crap now.

Now you're going to tell me that we can have "peace in our time"
because this iranian president is a pretty reasonable fellow...

Right...

Moslems believe that the leader with the true message will be
successful and that a defeated leader is obviously not the right one.

See a possible strategy here?

>| don't hate "big business,” | hate greed. Greed kills. Maybe you should
>ask yourself who has really profited from our little holy war.

Besides the Iragi's who voted in higher percetnages than we have in

a hundred years, despite the terrible danger? Perhaps the US

free from successful attacks for these five years?

If we catch the bastards you say "oh see, we made more of them"
if we don't catch them, you say "oh see W did not make us safer"

There is no solution for you other than pacifist ones. Big problem;

they all fail and have done so time after time.

>And finally, regarding the idea of authoritarianism creeping into our
>government, it's great that you will "take up a rifle and kill anyone who
>tries to do such a thing, and | will lay down my life to prevent it here.”
>The problem is, you won't take up that rifle if you're in denial about the

>motives of those in power.

yeah, that's me Mr Denial... Did you ever consider that your
approaches are simply unconvincing?

Sheesh, it's not even that hard to convince me, of all people, to
distrust the gummint. My support for W is a mile wide and an inch
deep. The real problem is that the opposition in morally and
intellectually bankrupt, not that | am in denial. You guys just don't
have any ammo, so | remain unconvinced.

Denial.. boy, that's a good one.
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>Not to mention the fact that if you even talked
>that way against this administration, you might just wind up in Guantanamo

>as an "enemy combatant."”

There you go... These jihadi head cutters, these scum murderers
are the same as those who would prevent a kristalnacht here in
America! What heroes those braves jihadis' must be!

good grief such is the inverted world of pacifist moral equivalence.

>Yours, in Christ,
>

>Sarah

Careful... He might not be done with you yet... . Using his name
in false sincerity might make such phrases make sense, seem
somehow "right" to you. Who knows where that could lead...

DC

DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by LaMont on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 04:47:44 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

DC, how can | miss-quote you by cutting & pasting your own writings?
Your words:Appeasement?

>Self-hatred?

>The demise of the state of Israel?

>more dead Americans?

>The U.N.?

There only solution for all of this (as | believe) is for return of our Lord

& Savior (Jesus Christ). The fact is, we as Americans are scared to death
that this "ride” maybe soon coming to a "screeching” halt.. That's not unusual.
It's human..

But, we as Christians are supposed to be leaders and help prepare the way
of our Lord Jesus return. Not give into the violence, which by the way is

not our fight to fight. It's a Spiritual war bwt God Almighty and satan.

To be honest, we are just pawns is their battle. But, we are joint heirs

with the Victor(God) almighty.
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It's really a shame that our Leaders have frighten the good people of this
nation under the auspices of following God. These leaders are no more than
plain Warmongers who God goes on record as saying he will judge them.

So, they hate the west. Jesus says" They will hated me first" So you being
followers, will be hated as well."

DC, do you believe inthe book of Revelations? If so, then you know what's
in store. Simply put..There will be some good times ahead, then, not dark
times. Then, finally, Glorious times. Amen!

LAD

>| would love to see a solution here. All you seem to have is
>hatred of the west. That's not good enough.
>

>DC

>
>
>
>
>
>"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>>

>>| would hope you would rise up and take the lives of any ku kluxers who
>would

>>try to do that | would consider that a righteous act, as a Christian. Wouldn't
>>you?

>

>>"Vengance is mine sayeth the Lord" ..

>

>>So0,l go out and kill a few Klux(ers) then what?? Does it bring back my

loved
>>one? Violence begats violence. Live bu the sword, you die by the sword.

Seconf

"DC" <dc@spammersintelaviv.com> wrote:

>

>Selective misquoting...

>

>LaMont you can do better than this.

>

>| did NOT say to go kill some kluxers in revenge.
>

>| said it was righteous to stop them from killing you and your
>family.
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>
>Now, if you want to dispute with me, start from what | actually said.

>

>Further, | say Ghandi himself would be sinning by letting someone
>Kill his family. 'course, he did it himself didn't he?

>

>

>| do believe what | read in the Bible. Including this:

>

>Luke 22-36

>

>He said to them, "But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag;
and

>if you don't have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one.

>

>

>In Romans 13, Paul says:

>

>Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is
>right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good. But
>if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing.
>

>You notice the bearing of the sword by government is accepted as

>a normal practice and not condemned at all?

>

>

>Romans 12:18 says:

>

>|f it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
>

>

>And | just want to know LaMont, HOW is it possible for us

>to live in peace with jihadis?

>

>Appeasement?

>Self-hatred?

>The demise of the state of Israel?

>more dead Americans?

>The U.N.?

>

>| would love to see a solution here. All you seem to have is

>hatred of the west. That's not good enough.

>

>DC

V V V V
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>
>"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>>

>>| would hope you would rise up and take the lives of any ku kluxers who
>would

>>try to do that | would consider that a righteous act, as a Christian. Wouldn't
>>you?

>

>>"Vengance is mine sayeth the Lord" ..

>

>>S0,l go out and kill a few Klux(ers) then what?? Does it bring back my
loved

>>one? Violence begats violence. Live bu the sword, you die by the sword.

>

>>Do yu really believe anything in the Bible??

>>

>>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by LaMont on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 05:06:12 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

DC, YOur Words: AND, the

most likely scenario for a huge, global nuclear war is with an
appeaser in the White House who would have made so many bad
decisions that there would be no other options than massive,
nuclear war.

You really believe that President Bush has :
-Protected you (us) from terrorist?
-You believe that we are better of today in the world than before 9117

-You really believe that those who oppose war are Passice and appeaser?

Then you would call Jesus an appeaser. You need to read His sermon on the
mountain”: It Goes

Beatitudes
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall
be satisfied.
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Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of Me.

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

It seems that the Bush followers have forgotten Jesus's teaching above.

So, we fight and what, gain a few more years of exsistence. God's WIII, will
be done..Weather we like it or not. The best thing to do, is to line with
God's word and do the best we can.

LAD

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.org> wrote:

>

>

>

>"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>

>>1. Anyone has the right, perhaps the responsibility, to point out hypocrisy
>

>>in those who claim to be Christians and yet consistently behave in ways
>that

>>are clearly against everything that Jesus stood for.

>

>

>You are utterly wrong about what Jesus stood for. You quote him
>only when it suits you. Expect to be called on it when you do.

>

>

>>And as it happens, |

>>do believe in Jesus as one of the greatest teacher/philosophers of all
time,

>

>

>Which means that you do not believe that what he actually said
>about himself,

>
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>"Jesus answered, "l am the way and the truth and the life. No one
>comes to the Father except through me" John 14:6

>

>and

>

>In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
>Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.

>

>Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
>that has been made.

>

>He was in the world, and though the world was made through him,
>the world did not recognize him.

>

>The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. John 1
>

>

>No, you believe in "jesus"”, and yes you do have your own personal
>version of him, right there on your shelf.

>

>|t bears no relationship to Jesus however. In reality Jesus was
>either the greatest and most cynical fraud ever perpetrated on
>humanity or he was exactly who he said he was.

>

>He most definetely was NOT "another great teacher and
>philosopher”. Not unless you discard what he actually said.

>

>

>>and | feel fairly certain that he would not look favorably on those who
>

>>select a handful of bible passages to justify greed and violence and call
>

>>themselves Christians. "I like your Christ. | do not like your Christians.
>

>>Your Christians are so unlike your Christ." - Gandhi

>

>

>| like Ghandi, (well until he killed his wife) Well, | guess | don't
>like Ghandi.

>

>Can Christians be better? Of course! But what is important is, what
>if Christians are *right*? What if Jesus was who he said he was?
>Just think! All those imperfect, but saved, Christians, and all those
>self-righteous, but lost, pacifists! How unjust!!

>

>Unless of course, you actually listen to what Jesus SAID instead of
>quoting him where it suits you...

>
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>
>>2. Christians have believed these are the last days for the last 2000

>>years! In Matthew 24, when Jesus describes the "end times," he was talking
>

>>about his own times. Matthew 24:34 - "Verily | say unto you, This
>>generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled." Since then,

>

>>with every major war or natural disaster, there have been those crying

>>"repent for the end is near!" on street corners.

>

>

>There is much debate on Matthew 24. Most Christians believe it
>applies to both AD 70 (the Roman conquest of Jerusalem) and
>the last days. The evidence for our own time, being unique and
>indeed at the end of history, is quite massive in Scripture. | will be

>happy to discuss it with you privately if you like.
>

>

>>| don't fear terrorists

>>nearly as much as | fear having someone like George Bush start a global
>

>>thermonuclear war out of some brain-damaged belief that Jesus will come
>and

>>float him to Heaven.

>

>

>Then you are deluded. Sorry Sarah. Terrorists are much more likely

>to kill you than is the scenario you described to happen. AND, the

>most likely scenario for a huge, global nuclear war is with an

>appeaser in the White House who would have made so many bad
>decisions that there would be no other options than massive,

>nuclear war.

>

>

>>3. What you say is indisputable is in fact easily disputed. The plot
>>uncovered and thwarted in England (by the use of standard police work)

>>demostrates two things: terrorism is best prevented with good intelligence
>

>>work, and obliterating Iraq (or Iran, or Syria, etc) does nothing to prevent
>

>>such groups from planning their attacks.

>

>

>This is utterly an assertion on your part since you do not know how
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>many dead jihadis would have plotted even more attacks given
>an appeaser in the White House.

>

>Again, we are not fighting them, we are catching them. You are not
>being honest in implying that the war caused these attacks.

>You do not believe what the jiahdis themselves say they want to do, and
that

>makes your position a very dangerous one.

>

>

>>Every time an innocent Iragi dies

>>in our foolish, ethnocentric quest to "spread democracy” (i.e., make the
>

>>world safe for American business), we risk inspiring angry desperate
>>civilians to join the ranks of the terrorists. Put yourself in their
>>place - isn't that what Jesus would do?

>

>

>First your view is based on the mistaken idea that some cultures
>are too backward and too stupid to enjoy freedom. This is
>embarrassing and likely racist, but since | know you, | suspect it
>is merely the unquestioning assumption of cultural relativity.

>

>|t's like the old question; What do you do if you see an endangered
>animal eating an endangered plant?

>

>What do you do if you see a society doing clitorectomies, or having
>rape rooms as a means fo keeping the peace?

>

>Who are you to judge their culture?

>

>Yet we think that people can live a better life than that don't we?

>

>Christians know that there is one culture and it is God's.

>

>No america ain't it.

>

>But we know that some practices are

>degenerate, like human sacrifice and the roman gladiators and that
>when a society embraces degeneracy, that society is doomed.

>

>So0 yes, we can say that freedom and democracy is better than
>Saddam and his spawn, and despite your socialist hatred of "big
>pusiness” we are the good guys in that conflict. If you dispute
>that, | challenge you to live under sharia and see if you don't
>change you mind.

>

>
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>Matthew 5:44 - "But | say unto you,

>> ove your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate
>you,

>>and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you."

>

>

>And our brave soldiers and marines pray daily for even their enemies
>that they will have to kill as few as possible and they rejoice mightily
>at every one they save.

>

>read this:

>

> http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0788023454/sr=1-1/qid=11555
98944/ref=sr_1 1/102-7219965-6149719?ie=UTF8&s=books

>

>and this:

>

> http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0849918235/sr=1-7/qid=11555
98944/ref=sr_1_7/102-7219965-6149719?ie=UTF8&s=books

>

>

>You owe these brave men and women your very life and certainly
>your right to carry on such a discussion.

>

>

>>4. Anyone who plans the murder of innocent civilians to further their
cause

>

>>deserves the tortures of the damned, and this includes terrorists and heads
>

>>0f state. Evil people are evil people - it's got nothing to do with "right"
>

>>or "left,” as a cursory survey of human history will show. We should fight
>

>>authoritarianism at either end of the spectrum, and right now it has crept
>

>>into our own government at the "right" end. It can't happen here? The
>

>>firmly fixed belief that it can't happen here is exactly what is allowing
>it

>>to happen here.

>

>| went through the Holocaust museum here in Los Angeles.

>Been there? Go sometime. When my group exited the gas
>chamber at the end of the tour, our guide, a little old man who
>survived the camps asked us to raise our hands if we thought it

>it could happen here. Mostof the group of 35 or so raised their
>hands. Me and a couple of hard-eyed young men kept our hands
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>down, and the old man asked us why.

>

>| answered with:

>

>"Because | will take up a rifle and kill anyone who tries to do such
>a thing, and | will lay down my life to prevent it here."

>

>(1 could see the other guys shaking their heads in agreement)

>

>You know what the old guy said??

>

>He pointed at us and said:

>

>THAT is the ONLY reason it will not happen here!

>

>Now, you go there, and come out of that place onto Pico blvd., and
>go down to Factor's Deli for a bite and tell me about American
>authoritarianism.  You need to re-join reality.

>

>Worst, once again, someone (iran and their cronies) is trying to wipe
>out the Jews. The Jews believe that someone will try to exterminate
>them in every generation, and how am | to prove them wrong?
>The left in this country has become the mirror image of Tim
>McVeigh and socialist/quasi-pacifist europe has once again
>revealed its seething anti-semitism. Yes, it can happen here,

>put we ain't going to go easy, | can tell you that.

>

>

>>5. | don't have a fifth point . . . | just think 5 is a nicer number than
>

>

>| saw the figure 5 in gold...

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by LaMont on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 05:12:20 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Oh Boy..

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>> Oh yeah, Jesus also goes on record to say "Love they Enemies"..| know,
>what

>> a hard thing to do, but we took an "Oath of Faith " to follow his (Jesus)
>> teachings. So, we are not to only pick out his commandments that suits
or

>> fit us depending on the situation. LAD
>
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>

>Forgiving them (terrorists) | believe is God's function. Our job is to

>simply arrange the meeting!

> - Norman Swartzkoph

>

>:0)

>

>

>

>"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote in message news:44e0c51331@linux...
>>

>> As a believeing Christian,

>> why should we do "Anything at to save oursleves form the inevitable"??
>> |f Jesus is soon to return, then why are so worried about the end times??
>>

>> We are to pray and help those who are not saved, to get saved..

>> Jesus goes on record to say that " No one but the Father(God) knows the
>end

>> of time(earth), to be ready (Spiritualy) when he (Jesus) comes..

>> He aslo states, "There will be wars AND Rumors of wars, daughters against
>> mothers, sons against fathers, nations against nations..But "FEAR Not"..
>>

>> |t seems that we (Christians) are fearing for the Jesus return instead

of

>> Celebrating his coming..

>> We(Christians) need to read the test again..

>>

>> Oh yeah, Jesus also goes on record to say "Love they Enemies"..| know,
>what

>> a hard thing to do, but we took an "Oath of Faith " to follow his (Jesus)
>> teachings. So, we are not to only pick out his commandments that suits
or

>> fit us depending on the situation. LAD
>>

>>

>> "DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

>> >

>> >Hi Sarah,

>> >

>> >Well, | suspect there are all sorts of things in our world that Jesus
>> >disapproves of, including slavery, female circumciscion,

>> >sharia, burga's, the deliberate targeting of civilians, and

>> >|slamofascism in general. (Oh, and not to mention those who don't
>> >pelieve in him, attributing positions to him to make political points)
>> >

>> >But there is certainly lots of guilt to go around isn't there?

>> >

>> >That's why Christians believe these to be the last days of earth's

Page 107 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR' S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>> >history. There are no easy answers. Maybe no answers at all,

>> >except to hold fast and warn everyone of what is coming.

>> >

>> >Please notice though, that we are not "fighting them here", we

>> >are, quite successfuly *catching* them here, before any fighting

>> >js needed. Weakening the ghouls and head choppers makes us
>> >safer, it is clear. Give them ground, and they use the ground for
>> >more attacks. Appease them and you get more of the same.

>> >This is not disputable.

>> >Just take them at their own words. They clearly see your version
>> >0f "peace"” as weakness and an opportunity to kill more of us.

>> >

>> >Yet, it is really hard to take a purely right wing position, | know.

I

>> >DO NOT trust our gummint one little bit. Too many soldiers died
>> >in Vietnam for no reason to do that. Venal, cowardly, and amoral
>> >leaders are responsible for the deaths of too many great young men
>> >and women to trust them. (Bill Clinton was no better than

>> >Nixon and Johnson BTW, just read "Blackhawk Down") At least

>> >W is commited to victory.

>> >

>> >

>> >The only thing even worse than blind patriotism is the insanity being
>> >peddled by the left.

>> >

>>>And as a Christian | admit to the strong possibility of a time in the
>> >near future, when there is no difference, morally, between the

>> >right and left whatsoever.

>> >

>> >And then shall the end come.

>> >

>> >

>>>DC

>> >

>> >

>> >

>> >

>> >"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.om> wrote:

>> >>| didn't ask why they were foiled, silly. You said, "we need to know
>> >>exactly how these plots were foiled," so | was just repeating that and
>>

>> >>offering up an answer that I, of course, do not believe at all. |1 was
>>

>> >>merely making fun of those people who apparently do believe these
>things,

>> >

>> >>and attempting to satirically point out the particular absurdity of
the
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>> >
>> >>"fighting them there so we don't have to fight them here," justification
>> >for

>> >>|rag. | don't actually have "my own personal Jesus," but somehow |
just

>> >

>> >>don't think he would approve of all the "collateral damage."

>> >>

>> >>Perhaps you knew | was being "tongue in cheek," and you were too and
I

>> just

>> >

>> >>missed the subtlety. :)

>> >>

>> >>Shalom,

>> >>

>> >>Sarah J. Burke, RN

>> >>

>> >>"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message

>> >>news:44e01125%$1@linux...

>> >>> Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
>> >>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be
>terrorists

>> >in

>> >>>> the world.

>> >>>

>> >>> Well, | guess if that's what you believed foiled these attacks then
>why

>> >

>> >>> gre

>> >>> you asking why they were foiled?

>> >>> |'m not so sure it was Jesus personally, but | guess, if you say so.
>> >>>

>> >>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message

>> >>> news:44e00d42$1@linux...

>> >>>> How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!? Weren't
>> >

>> >>>> they

>> >>>> foiled because Freedom is on the March in Iraq? Aren't we fighting
>>

>> >>>> "them"

>> >>>> there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police
>could

>> >>>> never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right?
How

>> >does

>> >>>> this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick
>Mohammed's
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>> >>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be
>terrorists

>> >in

>> >>>> the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in
>England,

>> >>> put

>> >>>> those are the last ones. Really.

>> >>>>

>> >>>> Sarah

>> >>>>

>> >>>>

>> >>>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
>> >>>> news:44db78dd@linux...

>> >>>> > We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm depending
>> >0Nn

>> >>> the

>> >>>> > NY

>> >>>> > times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from
>> >>> happening.

>> >>>> > |'m sure my rights have been violated somehow.

>> >>>> >

>> >>>> > Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with
>all

>> >>> these

>> >>>> > relavent audio posts and all.

>> >>>> >

>> >>>> > There goes the neighborhood.....

>> >>>> >

>> >>>> > :0)

>> >>>> >

>> >>>> >

>> >>5>>

>> >>>>

>> >>>

>> >>>

>> >>

>> >>

>> >

>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Dedric Terry on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 06:04:09 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Sarah,
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| have no intention of expanding the debate of this thread, but | felt |
should at least voice my opinion of one aspect of your last post.

| respectfully request that you not publicly insult those of us who actually

do believe in Christ. The tone and approach of your post led me to believe
your intent with this signature and quoting of scripture was one of sarcasm
and vehemence. If you don't believe, please respect those that do and don't
use His name as the basis for sarcasm, or quote Bible verses to support what
appears to me to be an argument of throwing stones at Christianity. If you
truly believe in peace and mutual respect, | am sure you will understand my
request.

If you do believe Christ, be careful about what you say, and keep reading.
The truth is in there, but it doesn't come from selectively lifting verses

to build an argument born of frustration. Believe me when | say that | have
weighed my words carefully in this post for the very same reason.

Whether we agree with each others' positions or not, in part this debate may
just be evidence that the terrorists are in effect winning (at least their
motivator is winning). Why wage jihad on Americans by blowing up buildings
if you can get the people to turn on their own neighbors? This is a bigger

war than just a handful of terrorists - it is a war for the hearts and souls

of every human being. Even though that may sound trite or melodramatic to
some, it is true, and at the very core of the Christian faith. Deception is

the greatest weapon being wielded - and I'm not talking about governments or
big business - the lies and deceit there, whether real or suspected, pale in
comparison.

Rome fell from within, and so may the US - the foundation is already
crumbling. There is always hope, but it doesn't come from hatred - for or
from anyone, regardless of what we view as injustice or intolerance.

Dedric

On 8/14/06 9:51 PM, in article 44e14375%1@linux, "Sarah"
<sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>
> Yours, in Christ,
>

> Sarah

>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
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Posted by dc[3] on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 07:01:03 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>DC, YOur Words: AND, the

>most likely scenario for a huge, global nuclear war is with an
>appeaser in the White House who would have made so many bad
>decisions that there would be no other options than massive,
>nuclear war.

>

>You really believe that President Bush has :

>-Protected you (us) from terrorist?

Yes. Itis clear that keeping them on the run keeps us safer.

>-You believe that we are better of today in the world than before 911?
No, we are better off since 911, which would not have
happened if clinton had taken this all more seriously.

>-You really believe that those who oppose war are Passice and appeaser?

No, some are and some aren't. There lots of Stalinists and Kim
Jong groupies in the mix as well.

>Then you would call Jesus an appeaser.

Jesus was never in the White House. Hs disciples tried and he would
have none of it.

When a mob tried to kill him before it was his time, he simply walked
through them like they weren't there. Pretty good aikido huh?

Jesus was not in politics.

>You need to read His sermon on the

>mountain”: It Goes

>

>Beatitudes

>Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

And you think that the poor in spirit should apply to entire
countries?
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>Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Should we mourn because we let the jihadi kill our families?

>Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

It doesn't say this. It says "meek" and they are not the same.
See below..

>Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall
be satisfied.

Righteousness indeed. Righteousness is what we needed when we
stood in the pretend gas chambers of the Holocaust museum.

Only 3 of us in that crowd had any of it.

>Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
http://gallery.michaelyon-online.com/index.php?main_page=pro
duct_info&cPath=1&products_id=14

>Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Does this look pure to you?

http://www.thereligionofpeace.com/index.html#Attacks

>Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed indeed:

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/GunCrank2.html

>Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Oh yes they will

http://www.christianpersecution.info/

>Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of Me.
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>Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

You. like many others mistakenly think that the Beatitudes are
prescriptions for behavior. They are not. As theolgian and
philosopher Dallas Willard states in "The Divine Conspiracy”, the
beatitudes are not instructing us to be meek, poor in spirit and
weep a lot. They are intended to give hope and faith to those
who ARE mistreated, who do weep and who are fearful. They are
promised the Kingdom, in spite of these things happening to them,
not because of them. Read that book, please. It's amazingly
good.

>|t seems that the Bush followers have forgotten Jesus's teaching above.

Or not...

>So, we fight and what, gain a few more years of exsistence. God's WIII,
will

>be done..Weather we like it or not. The best thing to do, is to line with
>God's word and do the best we can.

agreed. Let us reason together to understand it and not fight with
each other. The day will come when we will have done all we can
and it is time to accept our fate. We need to recognize that

day when it appears. Until then, I will stand for freedom and
democracy.

DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by dc[3] on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 07:14:51 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"LaMOnt" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:
>

>DC, how can | miss-quote you by cutting & pasting your own writings?
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You misquoted me when you said:

>So,l go out and kill a few Klux(ers) then what?? Does it bring back my loved
>one? Violence begats violence. Live bu the sword, you die by the sword.

| never said to go out and kill anyone. That is revenge and | do not
believe in revenge. | said it is righteous to stand up and defend your
life and family should the lynch mob come for you. Those poor
black americans lynched, castrated, and dragged behind cars
needed guns, not pity.

http://www.blackmanwithagun.com

>The fact is, we as Americans are scared to death
>that this "ride" maybe soon coming to a "screeching” halt.. That's not unusual.
>|t's human..

Every country, us and Israel included, has the right to self-defense.

Now, if you do not see Iraq as self defense, fine, you have a lot
of company, but please give the other side some credit for good
motives as well.

>But, we as Christians are supposed to be leaders and help prepare the way
>of our Lord Jesus return. Not give into the violence, which by the way is
>not our fight to fight. It's a Spiritual war bwt God Almighty and satan.

>To be honest, we are just pawns is their battle. But, we are joint heirs

>with the Victor(God) almighty.

>

>|t's really a shame that our Leaders have frighten the good people of this
>nation under the auspices of following God. These leaders are no more than
>plain Warmongers who God goes on record as saying he will judge them.

There is plenty to be frightened of in this world without ascribing
any manipulation to the gummint.

The spiritual war is real, and | think it is coming. Itis likely to be
someone promising to lead us out of the morass of war and killing.

He will talk about peace a lot and be very kind. Many will follow...
>DC, do you believe inthe book of Revelations? If so, then you know what's

>in store. Simply put..There will be some good times ahead, then, not dark
>times. Then, finally, Glorious times. Amen!
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Revelation is not clear to me, at least not in the particulars. The
big arc of history and who wins is clear, but those who try to find
predictions for next week in Revelation are going to be
disappointed.

Since no two denominations agree on Revelation, | think it is a safe
position to wait and see.

| will cease my support of the war on terror when | am convinced our
governement is evil. 1 am not convinced yet, but | do not trust
those in power.

take care

DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Jamie K on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 07:47:34 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

You're a thoughtful person, Dedric. Consider that nobody speaks for all
Christians. No one could, since Christians are splintered and divided
into multiple sects and sub-sects that disagree passionately about
fundamental doctrine. LaMont and DC are only one example.

Here in these United States of America, LaMont and DC are free to speak
their minds even on religious and political topics.

And so is Sarah. She is free to study any religious or non-religious
text and draw conclusions about it. She is completely entitled to her
opinion about any topic, including the topic of Jesus Christ's teachings
on interpersonal relationships. She can express her opinions in ways
that she thinks are most communicative.

Clearly there are differences of opinions. Like it or not, in a free

country differences of opinion are allowed. Otherwise we'd have one true
church and membership would be compulsory. Many of our ancestors fled
such situations and it would be a waste of a good revolution to

reinstate that here.

| could say that some people who claim they believe in Jesus Christ or
Islam act like they believe in Ghengas Khan. | could say that if those
people want to relive the crusades in 2006, that's pretty silly and
maybe they should find something more constructive to do. | could say
that people with their heads firmly planted in the middle ages are
letting themselves be manipulated by such things as financial goals of
extractive industries and territorial goals of nationalistic groups, odd
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bedfellows at best.

In this great country of ours we are allowed to think for ourselves. We
are allowed to be wrong along the way in so doing, which is amply
demonstrated by a percentage of the posts that float by here and elsewhere.

But it is our responsibility to contribute to the debate, listen, learn

and grow. If my beliefs are challenged in the course of that debate, |

need to step back and see the wider picture. | can defend my perspective
or be swayed by reasonable arguments. An open mind is a useful starting
place (not a feeble mind, mind you).

This is not a theocracy where a priesthood of ANY religion can hide
behind blasphemy laws and self-righteous certitude. This is a collection
of free citizens participating in their own governance.

IMO we do NOT need to relive the crusades in 2006. Hopefully we've
learned a few things since 1095. We DO need to continually craft
effective policy in changing circumstances, in order to live together
constructively with others on our planet.

Such policies should not be built on Hatfield/McCoy recursivity. Nor
should they be built on establishing totalitarian government here or
elsewhere.

The Christianity | grew up with says that God is love. | respect that.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

Dedric Terry wrote:

> Sarah,

>

> | have no intention of expanding the debate of this thread, but | felt |

> should at least voice my opinion of one aspect of your last post.

>

> | respectfully request that you not publicly insult those of us who actually

> do believe in Christ. The tone and approach of your post led me to believe
> your intent with this signature and quoting of scripture was one of sarcasm

> and vehemence. If you don't believe, please respect those that do and don't
> use His name as the basis for sarcasm, or quote Bible verses to support what
> appears to me to be an argument of throwing stones at Christianity. If you

> truly believe in peace and mutual respect, | am sure you will understand my
> request.

>
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> |f you do believe Christ, be careful about what you say, and keep reading.
> The truth is in there, but it doesn't come from selectively lifting verses

> to build an argument born of frustration. Believe me when | say that | have
> weighed my words carefully in this post for the very same reason.

>

> Whether we agree with each others' positions or not, in part this debate may
> just be evidence that the terrorists are in effect winning (at least their

> motivator is winning). Why wage jihad on Americans by blowing up buildings
> if you can get the people to turn on their own neighbors? This is a bigger

> war than just a handful of terrorists - it is a war for the hearts and souls

> of every human being. Even though that may sound trite or melodramatic to
> some, it is true, and at the very core of the Christian faith. Deception is

> the greatest weapon being wielded - and I'm not talking about governments or
> big business - the lies and deceit there, whether real or suspected, pale in
> comparison.

>

> Rome fell from within, and so may the US - the foundation is already

> crumbling. There is always hope, but it doesn't come from hatred - for or

> from anyone, regardless of what we view as injustice or intolerance.

>

> Dedric

>

> On 8/14/06 9:51 PM, in article 44e14375%$1@linux, "Sarah"

> <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>

>> Yours, in Christ,

>>

>> Sarah

>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Sarah on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 08:03:23 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

If you think I'm an atheist, we are clearly not communicating, and | don't
think the problem is entirely at my end.

I'm not really a pacifist either, and in fact | think comparing this

misguided blunder in Irag to WWII is an insult to every soldier who fought
to stop Hitler. Trust me, I will shoot a bad guy, and | may even be tempted
to start with his kneecaps.

I'm also not a cultural relativist, but since it seems important for you to
put me in a category, I'll make it easy and just tell you that I'm basically
a utilitarian. More accurately, I'm what | would call a "golden-rule-ist,"
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which | guess would be like a utilitarian but with more concern for
individual rights.

I'm also not a "leftist,” | just look that way because the center has been
dragged so friggin' far to the right. Nixon would be a leftist by today's
standard.

We all have a right to our beliefs, but what we believe effects what we
perceive, and | feel like your strong beliefs are warping my communication

into things | didn't even say. (e.g. "There you go... These jihadi head

cutters, these scum murderers

are the same as those who would prevent a kristalnacht here in America! What
heroes those braves jihadis' must be! good grief such is the inverted world

of pacifist moral equivalence.”)

Believing is not knowing, and it's impossible to debate someone who seems to
equate the two.

| give up.
Sarah

PS: Sorry about the "yours in Christ" thing. That was snotty and sarcastic
and | regret doing it.

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Sarah on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 08:25:48 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Dedric,

You're very right, and | apologize. | am certainly a Christian
philosophically, but it's true that | was being sarcastic with my sign off,
and that was disrespectful. As far as quoting Jesus, however, | do that
because | believe he was trying to teach us how to live in peace, and to me
that is more important right now than beliefs about the afterlife.

I would not throw stones at Christianity, but | will always throw stones
at hypocrisy and fanaticism, and | see a lot of those nowadays.

Peace,
Sarah

"Dedric Terry" <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote in message
news:C106BFF9.2683%dterry@keyofd.net...
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> Sarah,

>

> | have no intention of expanding the debate of this thread, but | felt |

> should at least voice my opinion of one aspect of your last post.

>

> | respectfully request that you not publicly insult those of us who

> actually

> do believe in Christ. The tone and approach of your post led me to

> believe

> your intent with this signature and quoting of scripture was one of

> sarcasm

> and vehemence. If you don't believe, please respect those that do and
> don't

> use His name as the basis for sarcasm, or quote Bible verses to support
> what

> appears to me to be an argument of throwing stones at Christianity. If

> you

> truly believe in peace and mutual respect, | am sure you will understand
> my

> request.

>

> If you do believe Christ, be careful about what you say, and keep reading.
> The truth is in there, but it doesn't come from selectively lifting verses

> to build an argument born of frustration. Believe me when | say that |

> have

> weighed my words carefully in this post for the very same reason.

>

> Whether we agree with each others' positions or not, in part this debate
> may

> just be evidence that the terrorists are in effect winning (at least their

> motivator is winning). Why wage jihad on Americans by blowing up

> buildings

> if you can get the people to turn on their own neighbors? This is a

> bigger

> war than just a handful of terrorists - it is a war for the hearts and

> souls

> of every human being. Even though that may sound trite or melodramatic to
> some, it is true, and at the very core of the Christian faith. Deception
>is

> the greatest weapon being wielded - and I'm not talking about governments
> or

> big business - the lies and deceit there, whether real or suspected, pale
>in

> comparison.

>

> Rome fell from within, and so may the US - the foundation is already

> crumbling. There is always hope, but it doesn't come from hatred - for or
> from anyone, regardless of what we view as injustice or intolerance.
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>
> Dedric

>

> On 8/14/06 9:51 PM, in article 44e14375%$1@linux, "Sarah"
> <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>

>>

>> Yours, in Christ,

>>

>> Sarah

>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by rick on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 11:27:47 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

i wonder at what point god said to nobody in particular..."really, i
thought they were ready for me...all i said was do unto others as..."

On Tue, 15 Aug 2006 01:25:48 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
wrote:

>Dedric,

>

> You're very right, and | apologize. | am certainly a Christian
>philosophically, but it's true that | was being sarcastic with my sign off,
>and that was disrespectful. As far as quoting Jesus, however, | do that
>because | believe he was trying to teach us how to live in peace, and to me
>that is more important right now than beliefs about the afterlife.

>

> | would not throw stones at Christianity, but | will always throw stones
>at hypocrisy and fanaticism, and | see a lot of those nowadays.

>

>Peace,

>

>Sarah

>

>

>"Dedric Terry" <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote in message
>news:C106BFF9.2683%dterry@keyofd.net...

>> Sarah,

>>

>> | have no intention of expanding the debate of this thread, but | felt |
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>> should at least voice my opinion of one aspect of your last post.

>>

>> | respectfully request that you not publicly insult those of us who

>> actually

>> do believe in Christ. The tone and approach of your post led me to

>> pelieve

>> your intent with this signature and quoting of scripture was one of

>> sarcasm

>> and vehemence. If you don't believe, please respect those that do and
>> don't

>> use His name as the basis for sarcasm, or quote Bible verses to support
>> what

>> appears to me to be an argument of throwing stones at Christianity. If
>>you

>> truly believe in peace and mutual respect, | am sure you will understand
>> my

>> request.

>>

>> |If you do believe Christ, be careful about what you say, and keep reading.
>> The truth is in there, but it doesn't come from selectively lifting verses
>> to build an argument born of frustration. Believe me when | say that |
>> have

>> weighed my words carefully in this post for the very same reason.

>>

>> Whether we agree with each others' positions or not, in part this debate
>> may

>> just be evidence that the terrorists are in effect winning (at least their

>> motivator is winning). Why wage jihad on Americans by blowing up

>> puildings

>> if you can get the people to turn on their own neighbors? This is a

>> bigger

>> war than just a handful of terrorists - it is a war for the hearts and

>> souls

>> of every human being. Even though that may sound trite or melodramatic to
>> some, it is true, and at the very core of the Christian faith. Deception

>> s

>> the greatest weapon being wielded - and I'm not talking about governments
>> or

>> big business - the lies and deceit there, whether real or suspected, pale
>>in

>> comparison.

>>

>> Rome fell from within, and so may the US - the foundation is already

>> crumbling. There is always hope, but it doesn't come from hatred - for or
>> from anyone, regardless of what we view as injustice or intolerance.

>>

>> Dedric

>>
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>> On 8/14/06 9:51 PM, in article 44e14375%1@linux, "Sarah"
>> <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>>

>>>

>>> Yours, in Christ,

>>>

>>> Sarah

>>>

>>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by LaMont on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 13:04:12 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Man, what are you saying:
"l will cease my support of the war on terror when | am convinced our governement
is evil. | am not convinced yet, but | do not trust >those in power."

What kind of doubled speak is this?? Remember: A doubled minded Man is "Unstable"
in all His ways".

You Wrote: Now, if you do not see Iraq as self defense, fine, you have a
lot of company, but please give the other side some credit for good motives
as well.

You are right, | don't Iraq as self defense. We were supposed to be getting

Osama Bin Laden..???Remember. Now look at the mess we're in in Irag. You
President, has taken this country down a very dark path in-which the majority

of his own political party does not subscibe to. With a 33-34 percent job

approval rating and his neo conservative views(Under the auspicies of Christianity)
what's to "grow" the American Empire to a region that will die before it

let's any other country set up shop.

All'in all, it's in God's hands. God chooses players in the big Chess match

btw He and satan. Which means he can use some pawns like a Bush Cheney, Rice
& Rumsfeld,Libby and other neo-cons for his bidding.

One thing is for sure, God's Will; will be done.On Earth as it is in Heaven.

And his Will isthat he set out to make Earth man's dwelling place and this

time it will be King Jesus who will preside and rule forever.

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:
>
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>"LaMOnt" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>>

>>DC, how can | miss-quote you by cutting & pasting your own writings?

>

>You misquoted me when you said:

>

>>So0,l go out and kill a few Klux(ers) then what?? Does it bring back my
loved

>>one? Violence begats violence. Live bu the sword, you die by the sword.
>

>| never said to go out and kill anyone. That is revenge and | do not
>believe in revenge. | said it is righteous to stand up and defend your

>life and family should the lynch mob come for you. Those poor

>black americans lynched, castrated, and dragged behind cars

>needed guns, not pity.

>

>http://www.blackmanwithagun.com

>

>

>>The fact is, we as Americans are scared to death

>>that this "ride" maybe soon coming to a "screeching” halt.. That's not
unusual.

>>|t's human..

>

>Every country, us and Israel included, has the right to self-defense.

>

>Now, if you do not see Iraqg as self defense, fine, you have a lot

>of company, but please give the other side some credit for good

>motives as well.

>

>>But, we as Christians are supposed to be leaders and help prepare the way
>>of our Lord Jesus return. Not give into the violence, which by the way

is

>>not our fight to fight. It's a Spiritual war bwt God Almighty and satan.
>>To be honest, we are just pawns is their battle. But, we are joint heirs
>>with the Victor(God) almighty.

>>

>>|t's really a shame that our Leaders have frighten the good people of this
>>nation under the auspices of following God. These leaders are no more than
>>plain Warmongers who God goes on record as saying he will judge them.
>

>There is plenty to be frightened of in this world without ascribing

>any manipulation to the gummint.

>

>The spiritual war is real, and | think it is coming. Itis likely to be
>someone promising to lead us out of the morass of war and killing.

>

>He will talk about peace a lot and be very kind. Many will follow...
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>
>

>>DC, do you believe inthe book of Revelations? If so, then you know what's
>>in store. Simply put..There will be some good times ahead, then, not dark
>>times. Then, finally, Glorious times. Amen!

>

>

>Revelation is not clear to me, at least not in the particulars. The

>hig arc of history and who wins is clear, but those who try to find
>predictions for next week in Revelation are going to be

>disappointed.

>

>Since no two denominations agree on Revelation, | think it is a safe
>position to wait and see.

>

>| will cease my support of the war on terror when | am convinced our
>governement is evil. | am not convinced yet, but | do not trust

>those in power.

>

>take care

>

>DC

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by DC on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 13:08:14 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>|f you think I'm an atheist, we are clearly not communicating, and | don't

>think the problem is entirely at my end.
| don't think you are an atheist, | didn't even say that.

What | know is that without the vertical dimension, without

Jesus' divinity, nothing he said including and especially the parts
about peace and forgiveness, mean anything, and may be discarded
at will as they have meaning (or don't) to you personally.

This places the person at the center of faith, not God, and has no
foundation. You remember the story about the wise man building
his house upon the rock? It's like that.

| never thought you were an atheist.

>I'm not really a pacifist either, and in fact | think comparing this
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>misguided blunder in Irag to WWII is an insult to every soldier who fought
>to stop Hitler. Trust me, | will shoot a bad guy, and | may even be tempted
>to start with his kneecaps.

And | believe you. | also do not object to your opposition to the

war. | do object to your characterizing the president as a greater

threat than islamic terrorism. Whether or not you are one, you use

pacifist reasoning. Sometimes, as you indicate above, the way
to peace involves unfortunate, but necessary, violence.

>I'm also not a cultural relativist, but since it seems important for you

to

>put me in a category, I'll make it easy and just tell you that I'm basically
>a utilitarian. More accurately, I'm what | would call a "golden-rule-ist,"

>which | guess would be like a utilitarian but with more concern for
>individual rights.

Then give the Iragi's who want freedom at least the same respect

we give each other.

>I'm also not a "leftist," | just look that way because the center has been
>dragged so friggin’ far to the right. Nixon would be a leftist by today's
>standard.

Nah, | was there. This is an overstatement. You are left on some

issues, as am |. No shame there.

>We all have a right to our beliefs, but what we believe effects what we
>perceive, and | feel like your strong beliefs are warping my communication
>into things | didn't even say. (e.g. "There you go... These jihadi head
>cutters, these scum murderers

>are the same as those who would prevent a kristalnacht here in America!
What

>heroes those braves jihadis' must be! good grief such is the inverted world

>of pacifist moral equivalence.")
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But you warned me that if | stood up to prevent another kristalnacht
| might end up in Guantanamo!

You said that! Where did | misunderstand you?

>Believing is not knowing, and it's impossible to debate someone who seems
to

>equate the two.

Knowing is what we both claim. | claim to know the risen savior,

you claim him to be un-knowable, except as another "great

teacher". There is no difference between us in that regard.

| hope this is more clear, because | like you a lot. If I did not, |

would not say these things. | think there is a day of judgement

coming, and | *must* warn others of it. This is my duty and |

cannot be silent. When you quote Jesus to bash Christians, | must

speak up. | am not against you, just some of these ideas.

best,

DC

>PS: Sorry about the "yours in Christ" thing. That was snotty and sarcastic

>and | regret doing it.

Didn't bother me. No worries. | wish you would say it more often.

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Nil on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 13:21:08 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Two problems wherein a faith (any faith) based on peace & love
conflict with reality:

1.) You can't just "live & let live" when there are people out
there who are not of that mind, whether it's a Hitler or a
Ghengis Khan, or Bin Laden & his ilk.

2.) All religions are man-made, anyway - | must confess that at
this point | don't know who God is or what he's all about, or
sometimes even if he even exists, but if he's been around for
more millennia than we can even comprehend, don't you think
that since all we have are snippets of what amounts to a couple-
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thousand-year long game of "telephone" that there's a better
chance than not that we (or "they", depending on who's faith
& scripture you're referring to) have all gotten it wrong
somehow, somewhere along the line?

Lots of peple throughout history have given us good guidelines

to live by... if everyone would just use common sense, that

alone tells you that the harmonious aspects of the teachings of
Jesus, Mohammed, Bhudda, Ghandi - to name a few - are certainly
better & more productive than fighting & killing... especially

in the name of one god or another. Nonetheless, unless everyone
on the planet ascribes to this, there's always going to be

someone that wants to kill you or otherwise do you harm because
their wants & needs conflict with yours. This is the reality.

So do we turn the other cheek as a nation - in other words,
follow a certain religious philosophy - when we as a nation

are supposed to have a separation of church & state? No,
because that goes against the very reason people band together,
from the very first tribes to today's systems of government.

It's at the core of our beings... people didn't first band

together becasue it's easier to have an agrarian society when
there's more people working the fields, they banded together to
protect themselves from the danger of hunting wild beasts
alone, and then as an offshoot, from the threat of other bands
trying to prevent you from hunting those same beasts because
THEY wanted to do so & bring back the food for THEIR tribe.
So, this is in our nature, and one could make the argument that
because God created us this way - with a strong survival
instinct - that it's actually his will for us to fight & kill

each other. Are we supposed to have evolved from this state by
now? Who's to say - after all, Christians don't believe in
evolution, and the bible says that God is "unchanging”, so
maybe our nature isn't supposed to change either if we're made
in his image & likeness, right? See what I'm saying about
religions & things being "lost in translation” everything |

just said goes against the grain of good common sense,
doesn't it?

Just food for thought.

Neil

rick <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote:
>i wonder at what point god said to nobody in particular..."really, i
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>thought they were ready for me...all i said was do unto others as..."

>

>

>

>0n Tue, 15 Aug 2006 01:25:48 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
>wrote:

>

>>Dedric,

>>

>> You're very right, and | apologize. | am certainly a Christian
>>philosophically, but it's true that | was being sarcastic with my sign

off,

>>and that was disrespectful. As far as quoting Jesus, however, | do that

>>pecause | believe he was trying to teach us how to live in peace, and to
me

>>that is more important right now than beliefs about the afterlife.

>>

>> | would not throw stones at Christianity, but | will always throw stones

>>at hypocrisy and fanaticism, and | see a lot of those nowadays.

>>

>>Peace,

>>

>>Sarah

>>

>>

>>"Dedric Terry" <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote in message
>>news:C106BFF9.2683%dterry@keyofd.net...

>>> Sarah,

>>>

>>> | have no intention of expanding the debate of this thread, but | felt
I

>>> should at least voice my opinion of one aspect of your last post.
>>>

>>> | respectfully request that you not publicly insult those of us who
>>> actually

>>> do believe in Christ. The tone and approach of your post led me to
>>> pelieve

>>> your intent with this signature and quoting of scripture was one of
>>> sarcasm

>>> and vehemence. If you don't believe, please respect those that do and

>>> don't
>>> yse His name as the basis for sarcasm, or quote Bible verses to support

>>> what
>>> gppears to me to be an argument of throwing stones at Christianity.
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If
>>> you
>>> truly believe in peace and mutual respect, | am sure you will understand

>>> my
>>> request.

>>>

>>> |f you do believe Christ, be careful about what you say, and keep reading.
>>> The truth is in there, but it doesn't come from selectively lifting verses
>>> to build an argument born of frustration. Believe me when | say that

I

>>> have

>>> weighed my words carefully in this post for the very same reason.

>>>

>>> Whether we agree with each others' positions or not, in part this debate

>>> may

>>> just be evidence that the terrorists are in effect winning (at least
their

>>> motivator is winning). Why wage jihad on Americans by blowing up
>>> huildings

>>> if you can get the people to turn on their own neighbors? This is a

>>> bigger
>>> war than just a handful of terrorists - it is a war for the hearts and

>>> souls

>>> of every human being. Even though that may sound trite or melodramatic
to

>>> some, it is true, and at the very core of the Christian faith. Deception

>>> s
>>> the greatest weapon being wielded - and I'm not talking about governments

>>> 0r

>>> big business - the lies and deceit there, whether real or suspected,
pale

>>>in

>>> comparison.

>>>

>>> Rome fell from within, and so may the US - the foundation is already
>>> crumbling. There is always hope, but it doesn't come from hatred - for
or

>>> from anyone, regardless of what we view as injustice or intolerance.
>>>

>>> Dedric

>>>

>>> On 8/14/06 9:51 PM, in article 44e14375%1@linux, "Sarah"
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>>> <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>>>

>>>>

>>>> Yours, in Christ,
>>>>

>>>> Sarah

>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by DC on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 13:31:26 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>

>Man, what are you saying:

>"| will cease my support of the war on terror when | am convinced our governement
>is evil. 1 am not convinced yet, but | do not trust >those in power."

One should never trust the gummint. It's basic americanism and
goes all the way back. They have to prove themselves at every
point and on every issue.

>You Wrote: Now, if you do not see Iraq as self defense, fine, you have a
>lot of company, but please give the other side some credit for good motives
>as well.

>You are right, | don't Iraq as self defense. We were supposed to be getting
>0Osama Bin Laden..???Remember.

No, we were supposed to be making ourselves safer, we've done
pretty well at that. We'll get ole ODB, errr OBL, don't worry.

>Now look at the mess we're in in Irag. You

>President, has taken this country down a very dark path in-which the majority
>of his own political party does not subscibe to. With a 33-34 percent job
>approval rating and his neo conservative views

That's one view. If we elect an appeaser and get 10 attacks the
first year, he'll look pretty good huh?
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DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by DC on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 13:38:17 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"Neil" <IUOIU@OIU.com> wrote:

>So, this is in our nature, and one could make the argument that
>because God created us this way - with a strong survival
>instinct - that it's actually his will for us to fight & kill

>each other.

Christians believe that all this happened because of the fall of our
great parents and the entry of evil into God's world, not because
God intended us to fight. Also, it is reasonable to believe that a
God who could create a universe could also keep the important
parts of his message comprehensible. After all, he sent his Son.
That certainly shows motive...

best,

DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Dedric Terry on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 16:08:52 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Thanks Sarah. | don't have a problem at all with quoting scripture - you
are right in your intent - it was only the tone that sent a mixed message,
but no need to dwell on that.

You are exactly right, Jesus' message is one of peace, and putting faith

above our own desires and head-logic. | actually think everyone in this

thread has good points - you, DC, Neil, Lamont, Jamie, etc. When we mix the
concept of war with the faith, there are no easy answers. | don't like war.

| don't like terrorism. | don't like injustice of any kind. But | know

that Jesus teachings require a consistency of faith and trusting in Him even
when we would rather pick up a hockey stick and smack someone on the head
with it (Osama bin Laden, Kim Jung Il (sp?), Exxon, that last client... ;-).

Sidebar here...
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As has been pointed out, what really makes the war vs. peace situation hard
is when we are dealing with people (terrorists) that have no concept of
respect for others, the value of life, much less tolerance, diplomacy, or
understanding. The only peaceful resolution for a terrorist is the death of
his enemy. What then is peace for the terrorist's "enemy"?...

If any of you have seen the movie "The End of The Spear”, or are familiar
with story of Jim Elliot, you've seen and example of what faith really
should be. As a missionary to Ecuador, Jim Elliot and his companions were
killed when trying to reach out to the Huaorani (or Auca) Indians - he left
behind a wife and son. His wife and others went back years later and
eventually reached this once violent tribe - many became Christians, and a
decendant (grandson of one of the original Auca's responsible for Elliot's
death | believe) was on tour with Christian artist Steven Curtis Chapman a
few years ago relating the story of the incredible positive change in his
tribe due to the unyielding love of the Elliots and others, even in the face
of death. (I didn't get to see the concert, but heard it was an amazing
experience - far more than just the music). Jim Elliot gave his life

without ever seeing the fruit of his labor as have many others, but it ended
up changing more lives than just those of the Auca Indians.

So where do we draw the line between defending ourselves and being willing
to just accept the loss of life, even our own, in order to send a message of
love rather than one of defiance? Or is there even a line at all? Maybe
that's the part we have such a hard time with. Itis easy to establish the
boundaries we are comfortable with (aka "relativism"), but that usually
entails putting God in a box with personally or socially acceptable wrapping
paper - either with us, or without us inside - to avoid dealing with the

less appealing parts of ourselves.

For a nation, there is no easy answer since not everyone believes the same
way, so at best a country is a compromise until it deteriorates into some
form of chaos and then reaches another compromise as a "solution". That's
really why we have war (the fall of man being the root cause, as DC pointed
out). There is no politically correct balance to be maintained in

perpetuity - that is a myth. The only constant is God and His word.

Without constants, there is nothing but a continual cycle of chaos and
compromise.

Regards,
Dedric

On 8/15/06 2:25 AM, in article 44e183aa@linux, "Sarah"
<sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> Dedric,
>

> You're very right, and | apologize. | am certainly a Christian
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> philosophically, but it's true that | was being sarcastic with my sign off,

> and that was disrespectful. As far as quoting Jesus, however, | do that
> because | believe he was trying to teach us how to live in peace, and to me
> that is more important right now than beliefs about the afterlife.

>

> | would not throw stones at Christianity, but | will always throw stones

> at hypocrisy and fanaticism, and | see a lot of those nowadays.

>

> Peace,

>

> Sarah

>

>

> "Dedric Terry" <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote in message

> news:C106BFF9.2683%dterry@keyofd.net...

>> Sarah,

>>

>> | have no intention of expanding the debate of this thread, but | felt |

>> should at least voice my opinion of one aspect of your last post.

>>

>> | respectfully request that you not publicly insult those of us who

>> actually

>> do believe in Christ. The tone and approach of your post led me to

>> pelieve

>> your intent with this signature and quoting of scripture was one of

>> sarcasm

>> and vehemence. If you don't believe, please respect those that do and
>> don't

>> use His name as the basis for sarcasm, or quote Bible verses to support
>> what

>> appears to me to be an argument of throwing stones at Christianity. If
>>you

>> truly believe in peace and mutual respect, | am sure you will understand
>> my

>> request.

>>

>> |If you do believe Christ, be careful about what you say, and keep reading.
>> The truth is in there, but it doesn't come from selectively lifting verses
>> to build an argument born of frustration. Believe me when | say that |
>> have

>> weighed my words carefully in this post for the very same reason.

>>

>> Whether we agree with each others' positions or not, in part this debate
>> may

>> just be evidence that the terrorists are in effect winning (at least their
>> motivator is winning). Why wage jihad on Americans by blowing up

>> puildings

>> if you can get the people to turn on their own neighbors? This is a
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>> bigger

>> war than just a handful of terrorists - it is a war for the hearts and

>> souls

>> of every human being. Even though that may sound trite or melodramatic to
>> some, it is true, and at the very core of the Christian faith. Deception

>> s

>> the greatest weapon being wielded - and I'm not talking about governments
>> or

>> big business - the lies and deceit there, whether real or suspected, pale
>>in

>> comparison.

>>

>> Rome fell from within, and so may the US - the foundation is already

>> crumbling. There is always hope, but it doesn't come from hatred - for or
>> from anyone, regardless of what we view as injustice or intolerance.

>>

>> Dedric

>>

>> 0On 8/14/06 9:51 PM, in article 44e14375%1@linux, "Sarah"

>> <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>

>>>

>>> Yours, in Christ,

>>>

>>> Sarah

>>>

>>>

>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by Deegj [1] on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 16:17:14 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yeah........ I know....... SOITy......... couldn't resist

"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote in message news:44e157b4$1@linux...
>

> Oh Boy..

>

> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

> >> Oh yeah, Jesus also goes on record to say "Love they Enemies"..I know,
> >what

> >> a hard thing to do, but we took an "Oath of Faith " to follow his

(Jesus)
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> >> teachings. So, we are not to only pick out his commandments that suits
> or

> >> fit us depending on the situation. LAD

> >

> >

> >Forgiving them (terrorists) | believe is God's function. Our job is to

> >simply arrange the meeting!

> > - Norman Swartzkoph

> >

> >:0)

> >

> >

> >

> >"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote in message news:44e0c513$1@linux...
> >>

> >> As a believeing Christian,

> >> why should we do "Anything at to save oursleves form the inevitable"??
> >> |f Jesus is soon to return, then why are so worried about the end
times??

> >>

> >> We are to pray and help those who are not saved, to get saved..

> >> Jesus goes on record to say that " No one but the Father(God) knows the
> >end

> >> of time(earth), to be ready (Spiritualy) when he (Jesus) comes..

> >> He aslo states, "There will be wars AND Rumors of wars, daughters
against

> >> mothers, sons against fathers, nations against nations..But "FEAR
Not"..

> >>

> >> |t seems that we (Christians) are fearing for the Jesus return instead

> of

> >> Celebrating his coming..

> >> We(Christians) need to read the test again..

> >>

> >> Oh yeah, Jesus also goes on record to say "Love they Enemies"..I know,
> >what

> >> a hard thing to do, but we took an "Oath of Faith " to follow his

(Jesus)

> >> teachings. So, we are not to only pick out his commandments that suits
> or

> >> fit us depending on the situation. LAD

> >>

> >>

> >> "DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

>>> >

> >> >Hij Sarah,

>>> >

> >> >Well, | suspect there are all sorts of things in our world that Jesus
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> >> >disapproves of, including slavery, female circumciscion,

> >> >sharia, burga's, the deliberate targeting of civilians, and

> >> >|slamofascism in general. (Oh, and not to mention those who don't
> >> >pelieve in him, attributing positions to him to make political points)
>>> >

> >> >But there is certainly lots of guilt to go around isn't there?

>>> >

> >> >That's why Christians believe these to be the last days of earth's
> >> >history. There are no easy answers. Maybe no answers at all,

> >> >except to hold fast and warn everyone of what is coming.

>>> >

> >> >Please notice though, that we are not "fighting them here", we

> >> >are, quite successfuly *catching* them here, before any fighting

> >> >js needed. Weakening the ghouls and head choppers makes us
> >> >safer, it is clear. Give them ground, and they use the ground for
> >> >more attacks. Appease them and you get more of the same.

> >> >This is not disputable.

> >> >]Just take them at their own words. They clearly see your version
> >> >0of "peace" as weakness and an opportunity to kill more of us.
>>> >

> >> >Yet, it is really hard to take a purely right wing position, | know.

> |

> >>>DO NOT trust our gummint one little bit. Too many soldiers died
> >> >in Vietnam for no reason to do that. Venal, cowardly, and amoral
> >> >|eaders are responsible for the deaths of too many great young men
> >> >and women to trust them. (Bill Clinton was no better than

> >> >Nixon and Johnson BTW, just read "Blackhawk Down") At least
> >> >W is commited to victory.

>>> >

>>> >

> >> >The only thing even worse than blind patriotism is the insanity being
> >> >peddled by the left.

>>> >

>>>>And as a Christian | admit to the strong possibility of a time in the
> >> >near future, when there is no difference, morally, between the

> >> >right and left whatsoever.

>>>>

> >> >And then shall the end come.

>>> >

>>> >

>>>>DC

>>> >

>>> >

>>> >

>>> >

> >> >"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.om> wrote:

> >> >>| didn't ask why they were foiled, silly. You said, "we need to know
> >> >>exactly how these plots were foiled,” so | was just repeating that
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and

> >>

> >> >>offering up an answer that I, of course, do not believe at all. |
was

> >>

> >> >>merely making fun of those people who apparently do believe these
> >things,

>>>>

> >> >>and attempting to satirically point out the particular absurdity of

> the

>>>>

> >> >>"fighting them there so we don't have to fight them here,"
justification

> >> >for

> >> >>|raq. | don't actually have "my own personal Jesus," but somehow |
> just

>>> >

> >> >>don't think he would approve of all the "collateral damage."

> >> >>

> >> >>Perhaps you knew | was being "tongue in cheek," and you were too and
> |

> >> just

>>>>

> >> >>missed the subtlety. :)

> >> >>

> >> >>Shalom,

> >>>>

> >> >>Sarah J. Burke, RN

> >> >>

> >> >>"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
> >> >>news:44e01125%$1@linux...

> >> >>> Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick Mohammed's
> >> >>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be

> >terrorists

> >> >in

> >> >>>> the world.

> >> >>>

> >> >>> Well, | guess if that's what you believed foiled these attacks then
> >why

>>>>

> >> >>> are

> >> >>> you asking why they were foiled?

> >> >>> |I'm not so sure it was Jesus personally, but | guess, if you say
So.

> >> >>>

> >> >>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message

> >> >>> news:44e00d42$1@linux...

> >> >>>> How these plots were foiled? How these plots were foiled?!?
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Weren't

>>> >

> >> >>>> they

> >> >>>> foiled because Freedom is on the March in Iraq? Aren't we
fighting

> >>

> >> >>>> "them"

> >> >>>> there, so we don't have to fight "them" here? The British police
> >could

> >> >>>> never have thwarted this plot if we hadn't invaded Iraq, right?
> How

> >> >does

> >> >>>> this work? Well, y'see, we've proved now that Jesus can kick
> >Mohammed's

> >> >>>> ass, thereby demoralizing and discouraging all the would be
> >terrorists

> >> >in

> >> >>>> the world. Well, except for those ones that just popped up in
> >England,

> >> >>> hut

> >> >>>> those are the last ones. Really.

> >> >>>>

> >> >>>> Sarah

> >> >>>>

> >> >>>>

> >> >>>> "DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote in message
> >> >>>> news:44db78dd@linux...

> >> >>>> > We need to know exactly how these plots were foiled. I'm
depending

> >> >0n

> >> >>> the

>>>>>>>>NY

> >> >>>> > times to save us from the evil bastards that stopped this from
> >> >>> happening.

> >> >>>> > |'m sure my rights have been violated somehow.

> >>>>>> >

> >> >>>> > Sorry..... | couldn't resist. Things were getting so boring with
> >all

> >> >>> these

> >> >>>> > relavent audio posts and all.

> S>> >>>> >

> >> >>>> > There goes the neighborhood.....

> S>> >>>> >

> >>>>>> > ;0)

> S>> >>>> >

> S>> >>>> >

> >> >>>>

> >> >>>>
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> >> >>>
> >> >>>
> >> >>
> >> >>
>>>>
> >>

> >

> >

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Deej [1] on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 16:26:40 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

....... hey.......this was interpreted by men, right? Maybe the dude was
having a little fun and what god really said was "do unto others *before*?

| mean........ that god guy is a riot, don't you think? The burning bush and

all? We've got gas seeps from the coal seams around here and on any given
day somewhere in these parts, there is likely to be a burning bush (most
likely sagebrush or a juniper). The other day some dude was sitting on the
crapper smoking a cigarette and dropped the butt (pun intended) in the
thundermug. Thre was natural gas in the groundwater and the cigarette
ignited the gas, providing him a spiritual experience.

When god is made in man's image, all sorts of cool stuff can happen.

,0)

"rick" <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote in message
news:20b3e29pl390s0a5jahu40c25lamovs3fj@4ax.com...

> i wonder at what point god said to nobody in particular..."really, i

> thought they were ready for me...all i said was do unto others as..."
>

>

>

> On Tue, 15 Aug 2006 01:25:48 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
> wrote:

>

> >Dedric,

> >

>> You're very right, and | apologize. | am certainly a Christian

> >philosophically, but it's true that | was being sarcastic with my sign
off,
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> >and that was disrespectful. As far as quoting Jesus, however, | do that
> >pecause | believe he was trying to teach us how to live in peace, and to
me

> >that is more important right now than beliefs about the afterlife.

> >

>> | would not throw stones at Christianity, but I will always throw
stones

> >at hypocrisy and fanaticism, and | see a lot of those nowadays.

> >

> >Peace,

> >

> >Sarah

> >

> >

> >"Dedric Terry" <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote in message

> >news:C106BFF9.2683%dterry@keyofd.net...

> >> Sarah,

> >>

> >> | have no intention of expanding the debate of this thread, but | felt

I

> >> should at least voice my opinion of one aspect of your last post.

> >>

> >> | respectfully request that you not publicly insult those of us who

> >> actually

> >> do believe in Christ. The tone and approach of your post led me to

> >> pelieve

> >> your intent with this signature and quoting of scripture was one of

> >> sarcasm

> >> and vehemence. If you don't believe, please respect those that do and
> >> don't

> >> yse His name as the basis for sarcasm, or quote Bible verses to support
> >> what

> >> gppears to me to be an argument of throwing stones at Christianity. If
> >> you

> >> truly believe in peace and mutual respect, | am sure you will
understand

> >>my

> >> request.

> >>

> >> |f you do believe Christ, be careful about what you say, and keep
reading.

> >> The truth is in there, but it doesn't come from selectively lifting
verses

> >> to build an argument born of frustration. Believe me when | say that |
> >> have

> >> weighed my words carefully in this post for the very same reason.

> >>

> >> Whether we agree with each others' positions or not, in part this
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debate

> >> may

> >> just be evidence that the terrorists are in effect winning (at least
their

> >> motivator is winning). Why wage jihad on Americans by blowing up
> >> puildings

> >> if you can get the people to turn on their own neighbors? This is a
> >> bigger

> >> war than just a handful of terrorists - it is a war for the hearts and

> >> souls

> >> of every human being. Even though that may sound trite or melodramatic
to

> >> some, it is true, and at the very core of the Christian faith.
Deception

> >> IS

> >> the greatest weapon being wielded - and I'm not talking about
governments

> >> 0r

> >> big business - the lies and deceit there, whether real or suspected,
pale

> >>in

> >> comparison.

> >>

> >> Rome fell from within, and so may the US - the foundation is already
> >> crumbling. There is always hope, but it doesn't come from hatred - for
or

> >> from anyone, regardless of what we view as injustice or intolerance.
> >>

> >> Dedric

> >>

> >> 0On 8/14/06 9:51 PM, in article 44e14375%1@linux, "Sarah"

> >> <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> >>

> >>>

> >>> Yours, in Christ,

> >>>

> >>> Sarah

> >>>

> >>>

> >>

> >

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by LaMont on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 16:57:47 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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What This "gummint" ??7?

"DC" <dc@spammersincongress.com> wrote:

>

>"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>>

>>Man, what are you saying:

>>"| will cease my support of the war on terror when | am convinced our governement
>>js evil. 1 am not convinced yet, but | do not trust >those in power."

>

>0ne should never trust the gummint. It's basic americanism and

>goes all the way back. They have to prove themselves at every

>point and on every issue.

>

>

>

>>You Wrote: Now, if you do not see Iraqg as self defense, fine, you have

a

>>|ot of company, but please give the other side some credit for good motives
>>as well.

>

>>You are right, | don't Iraq as self defense. We were supposed to be getting
>>0Osama Bin Laden..???Remember.

>

>No, we were supposed to be making ourselves safer, we've done

>pretty well at that. We'll get ole ODB, errr OBL, don't worry.

>

>

>>Now look at the mess we're in in Iraqg. You

>>President, has taken this country down a very dark path in-which the majority
>>0f his own political party does not subscibe to. With a 33-34 percent

job

>>approval rating and his neo conservative views

>

>

>That's one view. If we elect an appeaser and get 10 attacks the

>first year, he'll look pretty good huh?

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by LaMont on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 17:09:09 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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"So where do we draw the line between defending ourselves and being willing
to just accept the loss of life, even our own, in order to send a message

of love rather than one of defiance"”

Amen Brother.. Amen.

That's my point:As Christians to my eyes, there is very little in the "laying
down" ones life (without violence) in order send a message of Jesus...Than
give in to satans tacticts of hate. This is not God's way.. There must be
those who are Willing and Willfully to lay down his or her life(s) like Jesusdid
for all of us. That's the example. Yes, it's hard and difficult to concieve,

But, he (Jesus) showed us the way..

LAD

Dedric Terry <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote:

>Thanks Sarah. | don't have a problem at all with quoting scripture - you
>are right in your intent - it was only the tone that sent a mixed message,
>but no need to dwell on that.

>

>You are exactly right, Jesus' message is one of peace, and putting faith
>above our own desires and head-logic. | actually think everyone in this
>thread has good points - you, DC, Neil, Lamont, Jamie, etc. When we mix
the

>concept of war with the faith, there are no easy answers. | don't like

war.

>| don't like terrorism. | don't like injustice of any kind. But | know

>that Jesus teachings require a consistency of faith and trusting in Him
even

>when we would rather pick up a hockey stick and smack someone on the head
>with it (Osama bin Laden, Kim Jung Il (sp?), Exxon, that last client...

)

>

>Sidebar here...

>

>As has been pointed out, what really makes the war vs. peace situation hard
>is when we are dealing with people (terrorists) that have no concept of
>respect for others, the value of life, much less tolerance, diplomacy, or
>understanding. The only peaceful resolution for a terrorist is the death

of

>his enemy. What then is peace for the terrorist's "enemy"?...

>

>|f any of you have seen the movie "The End of The Spear", or are familiar
>with story of Jim Elliot, you've seen and example of what faith really
>should be. As a missionary to Ecuador, Jim Elliot and his companions were
>killed when trying to reach out to the Huaorani (or Auca) Indians - he left
>behind a wife and son. His wife and others went back years later and
>eventually reached this once violent tribe - many became Christians, and
a

>decendant (grandson of one of the original Auca's responsible for Elliot's
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>death | believe) was on tour with Christian artist Steven Curtis Chapman

a

>few years ago relating the story of the incredible positive change in his
>tribe due to the unyielding love of the Elliots and others, even in the

face

>of death. (I didn't get to see the concert, but heard it was an amazing
>experience - far more than just the music). Jim Elliot gave his life

>without ever seeing the fruit of his labor as have many others, but it ended
>up changing more lives than just those of the Auca Indians.

>

>So where do we draw the line between defending ourselves and being willing
>to just accept the loss of life, even our own, in order to send a message

of

>love rather than one of defiance? Or is there even a line at all? Maybe
>that's the part we have such a hard time with. It is easy to establish

the

>boundaries we are comfortable with (aka "relativism™), but that usually
>entails putting God in a box with personally or socially acceptable wrapping
>paper - either with us, or without us inside - to avoid dealing with the

>less appealing parts of ourselves.

>

>For a nation, there is no easy answer since not everyone believes the same
>way, so at best a country is a compromise until it deteriorates into some
>form of chaos and then reaches another compromise as a "solution". That's
>really why we have war (the fall of man being the root cause, as DC pointed
>out). There is no politically correct balance to be maintained in

>perpetuity - that is a myth. The only constant is God and His word.
>Without constants, there is nothing but a continual cycle of chaos and
>compromise.

>

>Regards,

>Dedric

>

>0n 8/15/06 2:25 AM, in article 44e183aa@linux, "Sarah"
><sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>

>> Dederic,

>>

>> You're very right, and | apologize. | am certainly a Christian

>> philosophically, but it's true that | was being sarcastic with my sign

off,

>> and that was disrespectful. As far as quoting Jesus, however, | do that
>> because | believe he was trying to teach us how to live in peace, and

to me

>> that is more important right now than beliefs about the afterlife.

>>

>> | would not throw stones at Christianity, but | will always throw stones
>> at hypocrisy and fanaticism, and | see a lot of those nowadays.
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>>
>> Peace,

>>

>> Sarah

>>

>>

>> "Dedric Terry" <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote in message

>> news:C106BFF9.2683%dterry@keyofd.net...

>>> Sarah,

>>>

>>> | have no intention of expanding the debate of this thread, but | felt

I

>>> should at least voice my opinion of one aspect of your last post.

>>>

>>> | respectfully request that you not publicly insult those of us who

>>> gctually

>>> do believe in Christ. The tone and approach of your post led me to
>>> pelieve

>>> your intent with this signature and quoting of scripture was one of

>>> sarcasm

>>> and vehemence. If you don't believe, please respect those that do and
>>> don't

>>> use His name as the basis for sarcasm, or quote Bible verses to support
>>> what

>>> gppears to me to be an argument of throwing stones at Christianity.

If

>>> you

>>> truly believe in peace and mutual respect, | am sure you will understand
>>> my

>>> request.

>>>

>>> |f you do believe Christ, be careful about what you say, and keep reading.
>>> The truth is in there, but it doesn't come from selectively lifting verses
>>> to build an argument born of frustration. Believe me when | say that

I

>>> have

>>> weighed my words carefully in this post for the very same reason.

>>>

>>> Whether we agree with each others' positions or not, in part this debate
>>> may

>>> just be evidence that the terrorists are in effect winning (at least

their

>>> motivator is winning). Why wage jihad on Americans by blowing up
>>> puildings

>>> if you can get the people to turn on their own neighbors? This is a

>>> bigger

>>> war than just a handful of terrorists - it is a war for the hearts and

>>> souls
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>>> of every human being. Even though that may sound trite or melodramatic
to

>>> some, it is true, and at the very core of the Christian faith. Deception
>>> s

>>> the greatest weapon being wielded - and I'm not talking about governments
>>> or

>>> big business - the lies and deceit there, whether real or suspected,
pale

>>> in

>>> comparison.

>>>

>>> Rome fell from within, and so may the US - the foundation is already
>>> crumbling. There is always hope, but it doesn't come from hatred - for
or

>>> from anyone, regardless of what we view as injustice or intolerance.
>>>

>>> Dedric

>>>

>>> 0On 8/14/06 9:51 PM, in article 44e14375%1@linux, "Sarah"

>>> <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>

>>>>

>>>> Yours, in Christ,

>>>>

>>>> Sarah

>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by rick on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 18:04:57 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

i'd say he's/she/s probably laughing his/hers ass of at our collective
righteous follies but i'm not sure he/she has one.

On Tue, 15 Aug 2006 10:26:40 -0600, "DJ"
<animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>......hey....... this was interpreted by men, right? Maybe the dude was

>having a little fun and what god really said was "do unto others *before*?

>

>| mean........ that god guy is a riot, don't you think? The burning bush and
>all? We've got gas seeps from the coal seams around here and on any given

Page 147 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=117
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=rview&th=10725&goto=71261#msg_71261
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=post&reply_to=71261
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>day somewhere in these parts, there is likely to be a burning bush (most
>likely sagebrush or a juniper). The other day some dude was sitting on the
>crapper smoking a cigarette and dropped the butt (pun intended) in the
>thundermug. Thre was natural gas in the groundwater and the cigarette
>ignited the gas, providing him a spiritual experience.

>

>When god is made in man's image, all sorts of cool stuff can happen.

>

>:0)

>

>

>

>

>"rick" <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote in message
>news:20b3e29pl390s0a5jahu40c25lamovs3fj@4ax.com...

>> j wonder at what point god said to nobody in particular..."really, i

>> thought they were ready for me...all i said was do unto others as..."

>>

>>

>>

>> On Tue, 15 Aug 2006 01:25:48 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
>> wrote:

>>

>> >Dedric,

>> >

>>> You're very right, and | apologize. | am certainly a Christian

>> >philosophically, but it's true that | was being sarcastic with my sign
>0ff,

>> >and that was disrespectful. As far as quoting Jesus, however, | do that
>> >pecause | believe he was trying to teach us how to live in peace, and to
>me

>> >that is more important right now than beliefs about the afterlife.

>> >

>>> | would not throw stones at Christianity, but | will always throw
>stones

>> >at hypocrisy and fanaticism, and | see a lot of those nowadays.

>> >

>> >Peace,

>> >

>> >Sarah

>> >

>> >

>> >"Dedric Terry" <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote in message

>> >news:C106BFF9.2683%dterry@keyofd.net...

>> >> Sarah,

>> >>

>> >> | have no intention of expanding the debate of this thread, but | felt
>|
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>> >> should at least voice my opinion of one aspect of your last post.

>> >>

>> >> | respectfully request that you not publicly insult those of us who

>> >> actually

>> >> do believe in Christ. The tone and approach of your post led me to
>> >> pelieve

>> >> your intent with this signature and quoting of scripture was one of

>> >> sarcasm

>> >> and vehemence. If you don't believe, please respect those that do and
>> >> don't

>> >> use His name as the basis for sarcasm, or quote Bible verses to support
>> >> what

>> >> gppears to me to be an argument of throwing stones at Christianity. If
>> >> you

>> >> truly believe in peace and mutual respect, | am sure you will
>understand

>>>>my

>> >> request.

>> >>

>> >> |f you do believe Christ, be careful about what you say, and keep
>reading.

>> >> The truth is in there, but it doesn't come from selectively lifting
>verses

>> >> to build an argument born of frustration. Believe me when | say that |
>> >> have

>> >> weighed my words carefully in this post for the very same reason.

>> >>

>> >> Whether we agree with each others' positions or not, in part this
>debate

>> >> may

>> >> just be evidence that the terrorists are in effect winning (at least
>their

>> >> motivator is winning). Why wage jihad on Americans by blowing up
>> >> puildings

>> >> if you can get the people to turn on their own neighbors? This is a
>> >> bigger

>> >> war than just a handful of terrorists - it is a war for the hearts and

>> >> souls

>> >> of every human being. Even though that may sound trite or melodramatic
>to

>> >> some, it is true, and at the very core of the Christian faith.
>Deception

>>>> s

>> >> the greatest weapon being wielded - and I'm not talking about
>governments

>> >> 0r

>> >> big business - the lies and deceit there, whether real or suspected,
>pale
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>>>>0n

>> >> comparison.

>> >>

>> >> Rome fell from within, and so may the US - the foundation is already
>> >> crumbling. There is always hope, but it doesn't come from hatred - for
>or

>> >> from anyone, regardless of what we view as injustice or intolerance.
>> >>

>> >> Dedric

>> >>

>> >> On 8/14/06 9:51 PM, in article 44e14375%$1@linux, "Sarah"

>> >> <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>> >>

>> >>>

>> >>> Yours, in Christ,

>> >>>

>> >>> Sarah

>> >>>

>> >>>

>> >>

>> >

>>

>

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by dc[3] on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 18:19:49 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>

>What This "gummint" ???

| borrowed that term from the libertarians. It is slang for government.

DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Sarah on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 19:07:53 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
(Speaking from personal experience).

Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then left it
up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition. The
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"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and effective
way to live peacefully with our fellow humans. And in my interpretation,
this also means that if someone steals, rapes, or kills, they are
essentially saying, "it's OK if you rob, rape, or kill me," hence, the
usefulness of prisons and gas chambers.

As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine with

the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to say

"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here --

none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then. And I'm
sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's just

stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward human
societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired by a
supreme being. Most likely they were inspired by a strong desire to keep
order in their societies, which is admirable.

Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What do you
think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown rice?

| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100? 5007
100072 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and their
families.

Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
If we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think of some
heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's a

nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits and

Sarah

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by gene Lennon[3] on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 19:43:46 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits and

>

>Sarah
>

Not very likely since the Bush administration has drafted amendments to the
War Crimes Act that would retroactively protect policymakers from possible
criminal charges for authorizing humiliating and degrading treatment of detainees
or worse.
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The White House, without elaboration, said in a statement that the bill "will
apply to any conduct by any U.S. personnel, whether committed before or after
the law is enacted.”

See:
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/asection/la-na-warc
rimes10aug10,1,4466016.story?coll=la-news-a_section

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by Sarah on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 19:57:59 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hey, a girl can dream, can't she?

S

"gene Lennon" <glennon@NOSP.com> wrote in message news:44e223f2$1@linux...
>

> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits and

>>

>>Sarah

>>

>

> Not very likely since the Bush administration has drafted amendments to
> the

> War Crimes Act that would retroactively protect policymakers from possible
> criminal charges for authorizing humiliating and degrading treatment of

> detainees

> or worse.

>

> The White House, without elaboration, said in a statement that the bill

> "will

> apply to any conduct by any U.S. personnel, whether committed before or
> after

> the law is enacted."

>

>

> See:

> http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/asection/la-na-warc

rimes10augl10,1,4466016.story?coll=la-news-a_section
>
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Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by TCB on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 20:54:25 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Just a quick note here. Your beliefs about what _| consider_ an historically

circumscribed, morally questionable iron age Levantine sky god are your business--unless
and until they interfere with the life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness

Jefferson so eloquently promised me. However, the only thing that is 'surgical’

about a 'strike" is that it might keep more of the attackers' soldiers from

having surgery. Unless the attacker has a) perfect intelligence, b) perfectly

accurate weapons, and c) the target isn't around anyone else, there is no

such thing as a 'surgical strike." So, if the target agrees to be in a field

at a particular time and the weapons of the attacker always work, we can

strike him 'surgically.'

Instead air power (nobody every talks about attacks by infantry or artilery

being 'surgical’) always involves 'collateral damage' which is a highly dubious
way to say 'dead civilians.' The ratio of civilian to Hezbollah dead is somewhere
between 2.5:1 or 7:1 depending on whose stats you believe, which | would

call far from surgical except in the sense it kept the pilots out of surgery.

All of which might be perfectly valid military strategy, I'm not arguing
that, I'm only saying that as long as we lie to ourselves about what's going
on, we'll never figure how to do it better.

TCB

"DC" <dc@spammersinchulavista.com> wrote:

>

>"Lamont Davis" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>>DC,

>>You said: "He also never defined loving your enemies as letting them murder
>>your family, nor turning”..

>

>

>>|f you truly believe your above statement: Then me as an African American(Who's
>>Great Grandfather was in-slaved) and who's past ancestors were mammed,
torturted,

>>peaten, women repeatedly and brutally raped, hung, castrated, lynched,
tared

>>& feathered ,whipped, & murdered. According to your set uf biblical rules
>>and interpretation, "African Americans should view all whites(Christians

>
>
>Why would you do that to people who had nothing to do with it?

>That would simply make you as evil as the lynch mobs.
>
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>Your reasoning is faulty at any rate. The analogy would only be

>true if the question at hand was you handing over your family

>to ku kluxers for lynching in the name of forgiveness.

>

>| would hope you would rise up and take

>the lives of any ku kluxers who would try to do that. | would

>consider that a righteous act, as a Christian. Wouldn't you?

>

>

>>What kind of life is that for any African American to live, hating Whites.??
>>Holding on to past generations wrong doings only "kills you" on the inside.
>>Not forgiving, actually does you more harm than the one doing the euvil
deeds..

>

>Bingo. Listen, | was really angry after the latest bunch of jihadis

>were caught trying to blow up airplanes, and | read Dr. Yeagley's

>web site.

>

>http://www.badeagle.com/

>

>He is convinced that it is time to deport muslims.. | thought about

>that, and sure enough, when | picked my kid up from karate that

>night there was a new student there, with his family, all muslim.

>

>Nice people.

>

>Coincidence? nah. | don't usually go in to pick her up. It was clear

>to me that Jesus would not deport muslims. (I told Yeagley about

>this to0)

>

>Hating muslims is simply evil. | will not do it. | don't even need to
>forgive those nice folks at karate since they were not responsible.

>

>Forgive the jihadi's? What would be the point? Forgiveness must

>be redemptive. Turning the other cheek can be VERY redemptive,

>but handing over the other daughter to a rapist is a sin, since it

>results in nothing but evil for everyone involved.

>

>

>

>>Jesus (God) ways are not Man's evil wicked, divisive ways. Jesus say to
>turn

>>the other cheek, because operating under the "Messianic Law" of Eye for
>and

>>Eye yield "Nothing" but 10,000 years of silly fighting with no end in sight.
>>

>>What happens when a man turns the the proverbial cheek?

>>|s he the weaker one?? Even if the aggressor keeps hitting you, eventually,
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>>he starts to understand that he cannot break you down" and thus he starts
>>to honor your calm strength..

>

>

>Doesn't work with bombs. There is no redemption and no softening

>of hearts.

>

>Do you think your application of Jesus' advice was meant for Hitler?
>Would it have worked?

>Why do you think it will work with Hezbollah?

>

>Who is redeemed when all the good people are dead?

>

>

>

>>Well you say " Our enemies only no one way and that their agression”. Well,
>>what has that gotten the USA?? Once we gave into their aggression, we now
>>have "Lowered" our standards" to their level.. Now, who's running who..??
>

>|t has gotten us relative peace since 911. What would

>appeasement of evil have gotten us?

>

>We have NOT lowered our standard to their level. We put those

>who target civlians on trial, they put them up as martyrs. Israel

>pays, every day, with their blood for their desire to not kill

>innocents. The jihadis put the rockets in the middle of

>neighborhoods so that innocents may be killed and paraded for

>cameras.

>

>|srael loses the best and bravest conducting surgical strikes to

>protect the innocent when they could have simply leveled the

>whole neighborhood and lost none of their own.

>

>|f you think the west is no different than the jihadis, you are simply

>not morally serious.
>

>

>>The Late Dr Martin Luther King Jr, used Ghandi's method of change their
>"Non-Violence"

>>and it was effective.

>

>And you know what? It would work like magic if the jihadi's would

>use it. Want their own country? Great. Sit down, go on hunger

>strike, march! Nah, they won't because they desire one thing and

>one thing only; the destruction of Israel and the death of the Jews.

>

>Take them at their words. Believe them.
>
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>BTW, Ghandi's method has limits and in his own case became
>nothing but self righteousness to the point he ended up killing

>his wife because he would not allow an injection of antibiotics.

>

>He called the injection "violence" and would not permit it, so she
>died of an easily-treatable infection.

>

>Think Jesus approved?

>

>

>>Some in our race (Islam) wanted to use Force, which

>>would've only incited a full-out race war. What good would that have done??What
>>would've been gained if the African American populous would've listened
>to

>>the Nation of Islam and gone "Guns Blazing"?? We'd still be killing each
>>other. Thanks God cooler heads prevailed..

>

>

>Wouldn't have happened. The Nation of Islam would have been
>annihilated and many innocents would have suffered, most of them
>black. The remaining black americans (the vast majority) would
>have been operating some of the weapons cutting down the Nation
>of Islam. We would have gone on as a country, just like we did after
>the SLA. Sorry, but that's reality.

>

>There is no equivilence between national defense, carried out to the
>pest of our ability, and the potential actions of the Nation of Islam.

>

>

>>All in all, God ways are the best way and not Man's way.

>>LAD..

>

>You are right, and what scares the crap out of me is the idea of
>being led into war by a corrupt leader and having those deaths on
>my head. | hope | can see the point at which we can no longer

>support the govt. but I do not think we have reached it yet.
>

>

>Hey, BTW. | am African as well. Got my results from the
>National Geographic Genographic test.

>

>https://www3.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/

>

>| thought we were Italian on my Dad's side, but it turns out that
>Dad's family started in Somalia and Ethopia. We are most highly
>reresented in the current population of North Africans and there
>are Jews, Greeks, Italians, and Spaniards in their too, but it is an African
>family line.

Page 156 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>

>Do the test if you can, but prepared to be surprised.
>

>DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled
Posted by DC on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 21:19:02 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>(Speaking from personal experience).

Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God
unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
human at the source.

| disagree emphatically.
Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering

that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,
changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then left
it
>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.

If God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if

they do? All is permitted.

This is not God's plan for us.

>The

>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and effective

>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
rules”.

And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
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opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine with
>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to say

>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here

>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then. And
I'm

>sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's just

>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward human

>societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired by
a
>supreme being.

And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

It is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
themselves...

You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic
assumptions about existence.

>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What do
you

>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown rice?

>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100?
5007
>10007? It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and their

>families.
>

>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.

>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think of
some
>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's a
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>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits and

>
>Sarah

And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
longer able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
would have to.

We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves to do
what they must to protect our way of life.

Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many

years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to Kkill
some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
Israel and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by DC on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 21:40:53 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

However, the only thing that is 'surgical’

>about a 'strike' is that it might keep more of the attackers' soldiers from
>having surgery. Unless the attacker has a) perfect intelligence, b) perfectly
>accurate weapons, and c) the target isn't around anyone else, there is no
>such thing as a 'surgical strike." So, if the target agrees to be in a field

>at a particular time and the weapons of the attacker always work, we can
>strike him 'surgically.’

Well you missed the point. | tried to find the reference but could
not. What happened was that a group of hezbollahs was firing
rockets out of a neighborhood in Tyre. Israel knew where they
were, and instead of leveling the area, which would have cost
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no Israeli lives, they sent in some of their best special forces guys
and took out the hezbollahs, but recieved 2 casualties in the
process.

The point was that Israel takes casualties to prevent the loss of

innocent life when they sould have blown the whole area off the

map, while the hezbollas and Hamas and the rest of the wretched
Islamofascists do all they can to take innocent life.

Why does this not provoke more outrage?

>Instead air power (nobody every talks about attacks by infantry or artilery
>being 'surgical’)

Well, | did. It was a ground attack by Israeli SF troops.

>The ratio of civilian to Hezbollah dead is somewhere

>between 2.5:1 or 7:1 depending on whose stats you believe, which | would
>call far from surgical except in the sense it kept the pilots out of surgery.
And the ratio would be even higher if the ghouls could make it so.

Surely you know that they place their rockets and other munitions,

not to mention themselves, in with the general populace? That this

is done to produce the maximum number of collateral deaths

precisely to show the gullible and win the war of public opinion?

The ghouls are responsible for those dead bodies, not Israel.

>All of which might be perfectly valid military strategy, I'm not arguing
>that, I'm only saying that as long as we lie to ourselves about what's going

>on, we'll never figure how to do it better.

Absolutely.

DC

Subject: Re: Terrorist plot foiled...Christians has Lost focus
Posted by LaMont on Tue, 15 Aug 2006 21:47:39 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Ohh. | See ..;)
"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:
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>
>"LaMont" <jjdpro@ameritech.net> wrote:

>>

>>What This "gummint" ??7?

>

>| borrowed that term from the libertarians. It is slang for government.
>

>DC

>

Subject: So why do they want to kill us?
Posted by Deej [1] on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 15:41:12 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

http://www.fff.org/comment/ed1001h.asp

Your thoughts on this article? Are the assumptions made valid?

If not, why?

Are the options suggested as solutions good ones?

If not, why?

| have my own thoughts on this (of course ) that | don't have time to post
right now, but | thought this article was pretty succinct, though by virtue

of it's being succinct, perhaps oversimplified.

One thing that is ignored is the ideological aspect as is ascribed to
Islamic fundamentalism regarding the *Caliphate* mentality.

| was watching the evil Fox news last night and saw and interview with
Alexander Haig wherein he stated that though the ideological religious
fanaticism was certainly real, our administration had been doing a bit of
that as well. | thought this was an *astute* observation personally.

Anyway.....FWIW....... I'd be interested in the opinions offered here.

Subject: Re: So why do they want to kill us?
Posted by LaMont on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 16:22:40 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Good Post DJ.. | guess Al Haige is out of step with the far-right side of
the Republican party. They will now proceed to demonize him to no end.
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LAD

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:
>http://www.fff.org/comment/ed1001h.asp

>

>Your thoughts on this article? Are the assumptions made valid?

>

>|If not, why?

>

>Are the options suggested as solutions good ones?

>

>|f not, why?

>

>| have my own thoughts on this (of course ) that | don't have time to post
>right now, but | thought this article was pretty succinct, though by virtue
>of it's being succinct, perhaps oversimplified.

>

>0One thing that is ignored is the ideological aspect as is ascribed to
>|slamic fundamentalism regarding the *Caliphate* mentality.

>

>| was watching the evil Fox news last night and saw and interview with
>Alexander Haig wherein he stated that though the ideological religious
>fanaticism was certainly real, our administration had been doing a bit of
>that as well. | thought this was an *astute* observation personally.

>

>Anyway.....FWIW....... I'd be interested in the opinions offered here.

>

>

Subject: Re: So why do they want to kill us?
Posted by Jamie K on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 17:00:02 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

In any conflict it is wise to consider the true interests of every side
in order to have any hope of resolution.

For Bin Laden, Saudi Arabia is bound to be key. He's from there. From
our perspective, 9/11 was an attack by Saudi Arabians on the USA.

The Irag embargo is moot. But our involvement in Iraq has gotten much
greater since those days.

Deej, you may scoff, but I think it's fairly obvious we're in the region
because of the resources there. Official rationalizations aside, current
strategy seems to be to surround oil fields with US and British forces.
Saudi, Kuwait, Afghanistan, Irag...Iran is on the radar.
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Privatizing foreign aid is an interesting idea but it seems impractical.

On one hand it might lessen foreign lobbying and meddling with our
government. OTOH, it makes government less relevant and removes an
important element of foreign policy in favor of a more chaotic approach.
Granted that such chaos might make better choices at times. Private
sources already send money all over the world for various reasons, is
there any prohibition on that now?

Dropping support for Israel would be a bad move on many levels. However,
coming up with a consistent rational policy toward peace in the region
would be beneficial, with an attempt at understanding and working toward
the compatible interests of all parties. Our involvement on that level

seems to wax and wane.

Aggressive religious fanaticism is a recipe for disaster anywhere on the
globe. Aggressive expansionist nationalism also falls into that
category. Both exist in the region. Framing the situation in "crusade"
language, as Bush once did, supports Haig's point.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

DJ wrote:

> http://www.fff.org/comment/ed1001h.asp

>

> Your thoughts on this article? Are the assumptions made valid?

>

> If not, why?

>

> Are the options suggested as solutions good ones?

>

> If not, why?

>

> | have my own thoughts on this (of course ) that | don't have time to post
> right now, but | thought this article was pretty succinct, though by virtue
> of it's being succinct, perhaps oversimplified.

>

> One thing that is ignored is the ideological aspect as is ascribed to

> |slamic fundamentalism regarding the *Caliphate* mentality.

>

> | was watching the evil Fox news last night and saw and interview with
> Alexander Haig wherein he stated that though the ideological religious
> fanaticism was certainly real, our administration had been doing a bit of
> that as well. | thought this was an *astute* observation personally.

>
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> Anyway.....FWIW....... I'd be interested in the opinions offered here.
>
>

Subject: Re: So why do they want to kill us?
Posted by TCB on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 18:16:52 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Well, Deej, you're asking an almost impossibly broad question. To discuss

the narrow question of 'why do they want to kill us' I would suggest both
books by Michael Scheuer, the former head of the 'bin Laden' desk at the
CIA. His first book was 'Through Our Enimies' Eyes' which was a post 9/11
attempt to answer this question quite explicity, but from the perspective

of the muslim world. The second books is called 'Imperial Hubris' and is

much more about the folly of remaking Afghanistan and Iraq into Swiss canton
style democracies. It cost him his job, and now he writes and does the lecture
circuit.

However, it's hard to read those books without asking if maybe we've been
hornswoggled by our own government as to what our military and secret services
are up to. Are we really a benevolent force in the world? If we are, are

there reasons we would not be perceived that way? Might some of those who

'hate us' have taken our measure accurately and found us wanting? For a sobering,
though slanted, run down of that, William Blum's 'Killing Hope' is superb

for content, almost unreadablef or style. And it's depressing. And most of

it is true, though you can argue that some degree of it is/was justified.

If that isn't enough reading, | would suggest Chalmers Johnson's 'The Sorrows
of Empire' which is about the archepligo of military bases and installations
around the world that serve so well to piss off a lot of the locals. In some

ways it's the most shocking of all, and also superbly written by a veteran
academic.

The problem with reading all of these books is that, with the exception of
Blum who has a clear axe to grind, they are sobering, conservative accounts
of a world almost totally unlike the one we see on network news and CNN every
night. As one who loves US history perhaps a little too much, it took me

10+ years of really going through this kind of stuff to arrive at my current
proudly isolationist (we call patriotic, or paleo-conservative) view of the
world and the US. FWIW, it's tough going, and learning about what the US
has done from Iran to Greece to El Salvador to Irag will not often make you
terribly proud. Despite that | still came out a genuine patriot, in my opinion
much more of a patriot than most of the flag wavers and bible thumpers who
now soil the word itself.

TCB
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"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:
>http://www.fff.org/comment/ed1001h.asp

>

>Your thoughts on this article? Are the assumptions made valid?

>

>If not, why?

>

>Are the options suggested as solutions good ones?

>

>|f not, why?

>

>| have my own thoughts on this (of course ) that | don't have time to post
>right now, but | thought this article was pretty succinct, though by virtue
>of it's being succinct, perhaps oversimplified.

>

>0One thing that is ignored is the ideological aspect as is ascribed to
>|slamic fundamentalism regarding the *Caliphate* mentality.

>

>| was watching the evil Fox news last night and saw and interview with
>Alexander Haig wherein he stated that though the ideological religious
>fanaticism was certainly real, our administration had been doing a bit of
>that as well. | thought this was an *astute* observation personally.

>

>Anyway.....FWIW....... I'd be interested in the opinions offered here.

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by DC on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 18:57:33 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Sarah,

Let's just agree to disagree. I'll be happy to discuss this further
privately if you like.

best,
DC

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . I learned

>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled
to
>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
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in

>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to
view

>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."
>

>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is

>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest
on
>logical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition if

>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If
you

>have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in
>gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.
>

>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally

do

>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.

I

>do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly
>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this
>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial and
>frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because I think it's silly

>to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the sky."

>| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma

that

>| have no reason to believe.

>

>Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words: |
>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time ago),
>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe that
>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering

>of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human beings
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>whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the

>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.

>

>Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in a
way

>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you

>believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years. What
I
>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because you

>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
>believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
>to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

>India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>

>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make

>any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a threat

>to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?
>

>You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with

>other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or
>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,

>or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

>sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is
>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
E?ear of punishment and hope of reward after death." - Albert Einstein

iAnd finally, I didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil
gf'ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
EzZen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe

>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the
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>potential consequences of this.

>

>But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that

I

>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now that

>the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to
>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
>are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not

>wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>

>0K, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>

>Sarah

>

>

>"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>>

>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>>

>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God

>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>> human at the source.

>>

>> | disagree emphatically.

>>

>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering

>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>

>>

>>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then left
>> it

>>>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>

>>

>> |If God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>> they do? All is permitted.

>>

>> This is not God's plan for us.

Page 168 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>

>>

>>>The

>>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>effective

>>

>>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>

>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

>> rules”.

>>

>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>

>>

>>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine with
>>

>>>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to say
>>

>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here

>> --

>>>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then. And
>> |'m

>>>sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's
just

>>

>>>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward

>>>human

>>

>>>societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
by

>>a

>>>supreme being.

>>

>>

>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>> themselves...

>>

>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>> assumptions about existence.

>>

>>

>>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
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>>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What do
>> you
>>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown

>>>rice?

>>

>>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 1007?
>> 5007

>>>10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and

>>>their

>>

>>>families.

>>>

>>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>>

>>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think of
>> some

>>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
a

>>

>>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
and

>>

>>>

>>>Sarah

>>

>>

>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

>> |longer able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all

>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden

>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you

>> would have to.

>>

>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves to
do

>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many

>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>

>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the

>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles

>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to Kkill
>>some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.
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>>
>>DC
>>
>>
>>

Subject: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Sarah on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 19:00:26 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled to
make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong in
your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to view

me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."

First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is
essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest on
logical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition if
you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If you
have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally do
not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims. |

do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly
connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this
"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial and
frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's silly

to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the sky."

| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma that
| have no reason to believe.

Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words: |

have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time ago),
and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe that
the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering

of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human beings
whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the

word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
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Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in a way
that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years. What |

don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because you
were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make
any sense? Isn'tit more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a threat
to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?

You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or

wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,
or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on
sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is
necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained by
fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein

And finally, I didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil of
"ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what has
been done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

potential consequences of this.

But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that |

could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now that
the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to

them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not
wrong simply because they contradict yours.

OK, I mean it this time . . . | give up.

Sarah

"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>

> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>

> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God
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> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
> human at the source.

>

> | disagree emphatically.

>

> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>

>

>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then left
> it

>>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>

>

> If God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
> they do? All is permitted.

>

> This is not God's plan for us.

>

>

>>The

>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>effective

>

>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>

> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

> rules”.

>

> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's

> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?
>

>

>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine with

Z>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to say
;"what if this. .. " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here

;-;lone of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then. And
ST

>>|5T>rry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's just

>

>>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward

Page 173 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR' S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>human

>

>>societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired by
>a

>>supreme being.

>

>

> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
> themselves...

>

> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

> assumptions about existence.
>

>

>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What do

> you

>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown
>>rice?

>

>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100?
> 5007

>>10007? It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
>>their

>

>>families.

>>

>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>

>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think of
> some

>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's a
>

>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits and
>

>>chains . . . ni-i-i-i-i-ice. | feel better.

>>

>>Sarah

>

>

> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

> longer able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden

> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
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> would have to.

>

> We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves to do
> what they must to protect our way of life.

> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>

> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to Kkill
> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>

>DC

>

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by rick on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 20:04:30 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

sarah

everyone wants to be the holder of "the truth" and feel compelled to
convince others even if they have to kill them to do it. thankfully

not all go to that extreme...unfortunately many are willing to do just
that...on both sides of the argument. religion has to be in the top
ten killers of humanity throughout history.

On Wed, 16 Aug 2006 12:00:26 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
wrote:

>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned
>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled to
>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong in
>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to view
>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."

>

>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is
>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest on
>logical proof or material evidence.” You can have your own definition if
>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If you
>have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

>gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

Page 175 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=117
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=rview&th=10725&goto=71319#msg_71319
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=post&reply_to=71319
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>

>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally do
>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims. |

>do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly
>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this
>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial and
>frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because I think it's silly

>to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the sky."

>| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma that
>| have no reason to believe.

>

>Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words: |
>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time ago),
>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe that
>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
>of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human beings
>whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the
>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.

>

>Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in a way
>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
>believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years. What |
>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because you
>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
>believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
>to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

>India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>

>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make
>any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a threat
>to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?

>

>You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
>other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or

>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,
>or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on
>sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is
>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained by
>fear of punishment and hope of reward after death." - Albert Einstein

>

>And finally, I didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil of
>"ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what has
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>been done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the
>potential consequences of this.

>

>But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that |
>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now that
>the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to
>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
>are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not
>wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>

>0K, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>

>Sarah

>

>

>"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>>

>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>>

>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God

>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>> human at the source.

>>

>> | disagree emphatically.

>>

>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering

>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>

>>

>>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then left
>> it

>>>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>

>>

>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if

>> they do? All is permitted.

>>

>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>

>>

>>>The

Page 177 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>effective

>>

>>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>

>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

>> rules”.

>>

>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's

>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>

>>

>>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine with

>>

>>>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to say
>>

>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here

>> --

>>>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then. And
>> |'m

>>>sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's just
>>

>>>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward
>>>human

>>

>>>societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired by
>> a

>>>supreme being.

>>

>>

>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>> [t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in

>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are

>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort

>> themselves...

>>

>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>> assumptions about existence.

>>

>>

>>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What do
>>you

>>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown
>>>rice?

>>

>>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 1007?

Page 178 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>> 5007

>>>10007? It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
>>>their

>>

>>>families.

>>>

>>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>>

>>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think of
>> some

>>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's a
>>

>>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits and
>>

>>>chains . . . ni-i-i-i-i-ice. | feel better.

>>>

>>>Sarah

>>

>>

>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden

>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you

>> would have to.

>>

>> We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves to do
>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many

>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>

>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the

>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles

>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to Kill

>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

>> convincing me here. Itis selective pacifism, pointed only at

>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>>

>>DC

>>

>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd .
Posted by TCB on Wed 16 Aug 2006 20:17:12 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'd be interested to hear the nine candidates you would propose ahead of it.

TCB

rick <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote:

>sarah

>

>everyone wants to be the holder of "the truth” and feel compelled to
>convince others even if they have to kill them to do it. thankfully
>not all go to that extreme...unfortunately many are willing to do just
>that...on both sides of the argument. religion has to be in the top
>ten killers of humanity throughout history.

>

>0n Wed, 16 Aug 2006 12:00:26 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
>wrote:

>

>>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

>>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled

to

>>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
in

>>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to

view

>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."

>>

>>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is

>>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest
;Zlogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition
£>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If
Zil;lave proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

>>gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>>

>>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
do

>>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no

>>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.
I
>>do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

Page 180 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=rview&th=10725&goto=71320#msg_71320
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=post&reply_to=71320
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this

>>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
:r;?rankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's

iﬂi/o try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the
ig.do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

>>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma

that

>>| have no reason to believe.

>>

>>\Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words:

I

>>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
ago),

>>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe that

>>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
>>0f history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human beings
>>whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the

>>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
>>

>>Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in

a way

>>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you

>>pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years. What

I

>>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
you

>>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents

>>pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
>>to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

>>India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>>

>>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make
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>>any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a threat

>>to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?
>>

>>You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
>>other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or
>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,

>>or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>>accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

>>sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is
>>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
EZfear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein

z:And finally, I didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil
2f>"ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
Eilsjeen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe

>>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

>>potential consequences of this.

>>

>>But | have to be honest .. . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that
I>>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
Tthe more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to

>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
>>are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not

>>wrong simply because they contradict yours.
>>

>>0K, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>>

>>Sarah

>>

>>

>>"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>>>

Page 182 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>>>

>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God
>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>>> human at the source.

>>>

>>> | disagree emphatically.

>>>

>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>>

>>>

>>>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
left

>>> jt

>>>>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>>

>>>

>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>> they do? All is permitted.

>>>

>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>>

>>>

>>>>The

>>>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>>effective

>>>

>>>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>

>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

>>> rules”.

>>>

>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>>

>>>

>>>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine
with

>>>

>>>>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to
say
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>>>

>>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here

>>> --

>>>>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.
And

>>> I'm

>>>>sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's
just

>>>

>>>>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward

>>>>human

>>>

>>>>gocieties thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
by

>>> a

>>>>supreme being.

>>>

>>>

>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>>> themselves...

>>>

>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>>> assumptions about existence.

>>>

>>>

>>>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>>>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What
do

>>> you

>>>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown

>>>>rice?

>>>

>>>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100?
>>> 5007?

>>>>10007? It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and

>>>>their
>>>
>>>>families.
>>>>

>>>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>>>
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>>>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
of

>>> some

>>>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
a

>>>

>>>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
and

>>>

>>>>

>>>>Sarah

>>>

>>>

>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>>> would have to.

>>>

>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves
to do

>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>>

>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to kill
>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>>>

>>> DC

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Sarah on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 20:52:19 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| would go so far as to say that religious fervor has been and continues to
be one of the leading causes of suffering and death in all of human history.
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Unfortunately, | think our "War On Terror" is more of a religious crusade
than is openly admitted.

There was a time in human history when religion ruled the Western world.
It's called "The Dark Ages."

Sarah

"rick" <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote in message
news:c9u6e2dqgskmvij58nuv4tmjOgslomuf518@4ax.com...

> sarah

>

> everyone wants to be the holder of "the truth" and feel compelled to
> convince others even if they have to kill them to do it. thankfully

> not all go to that extreme...unfortunately many are willing to do just
> that...on both sides of the argument. religion has to be in the top

> ten killers of humanity throughout history.

Subject: Re: So why do they want to kill us?
Posted by steve the artguy on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 22:28:03 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:
>http://www.fff.org/comment/ed1001h.asp
>

Hi, DJ!
>Your thoughts on this article? Are the assumptions made valid?
pretty much

>
>|f not, why?

>
>Are the options suggested as solutions good ones?
prety much, but a lot has happened since that was written

let me direct you to a little email from muckraker Palast which tells it
better than | could.

second post from the top

http://sizzlingizzards.blogspot.com/
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-steve

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Wed, 16 Aug 2006 23:51:37 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive dialog
between people who operate from very different assumptions about the
nature of reality.

Great post, Sarah.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

Sarah wrote:

> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled to
> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong in
> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to view

> me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."

>

> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is

> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest on

> logical proof or material evidence.” You can have your own definition if

> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If you
> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>

> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally do
> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims. |

> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this

> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial and
> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because I think it's silly

> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the sky."
> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma that
> | have no reason to believe.

>

> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words: |

> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time ago),
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> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe that
> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

> to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human beings
> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the

> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.

>

> Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in a way
> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you

> believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years. What |
> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because you
> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
> believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

> India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>

> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly

> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make

> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a threat
> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?

>

> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or
>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,
> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave

> accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is

> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained by
> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein

>

> And finally, I didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil of
> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what has
> been done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

> potential consequences of this.

>

> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that |

> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now that
> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to
>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs

> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not

> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>

> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>

> Sarah

>

>

Page 188 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR' S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God

>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>> human at the source.

>>

>> | disagree emphatically.

>>

>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering

>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>

>>

>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then left
>> it

>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>

>> |If God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if

>> they do? All is permitted.

>>

>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>

>>

>>> The

>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and

>>> effective

>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

>> rules”.

>>

>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's

>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>

>>

>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine with
>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to say
>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here

>> -

>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then. And
>>|I'm

>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's just
>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward
>>> human
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>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired by
>>a

>>> supreme being.

>>

>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in

>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are

>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort

>> themselves...

>>

>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>> assumptions about existence.

>>

>>

>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis

>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What do
>>you

>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown

>>> rice?

>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 1007?
>> 5007

>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
>>> their

>>> families.

>>>

>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think of
>> some

>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's a
>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits and

>>>

>>> Sarah

>>

>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>> would have to.

>>

>> We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves to do
>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>

>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
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>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to Kill
>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>>

>>DC

>>

>>

>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Deegj [1] on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 01:34:41 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Ya know......as much as you and | seem to disagree at times, it's truly
amazing how similarly we view things.

Regards,
Degj

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote in message news:44e369e2@linux...
> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . I learned

> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled

to

> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
in

> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to

view

> me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "'me."

>

> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is

> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest on

> logical proof or material evidence.”" You can have your own definition if

> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If
you

> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>

> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally do
> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.

I
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> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this

> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial and
> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's

silly

> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the

sky."

> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma
that

> | have no reason to believe.

>

> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words: |

> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
ago),

> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe that
> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a
smattering

> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

> to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
beings

> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the

> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.

>

> Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in a
way

> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
> believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years. What
I

> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because you
> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
> believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
happened

> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

> India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>

> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly

> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make
> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a
threat

> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?

>

> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or
>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
Heaven,

> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave

> accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on
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> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is

> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained by
> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death." - Albert Einstein

>

> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil
of

> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
has

> been done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

> potential consequences of this.

>

> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that

I

> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
that

> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to
>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not
> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>

> OK, I mean it this time . . . | give up.

>

> Sarah

>

>

> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
> >

> > "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> >>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.

> >>(Speaking from personal experience).

> >

> > Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God

> > unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

> > solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are

> > human at the source.

> >

> > | disagree emphatically.

> >

> > Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering

> > that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

> > changes the whole world. Scary huh?

> >

> >

> >>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
left

> >t

> >>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
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> >

> >

> > |If God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

> > matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

> > cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
> > they do? All is permitted.

> >

> > This is not God's plan for us.

> >

> >

>>>The

> >>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and

> >>effective

> >

> >>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

> >

> > And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

> > rules”.

> >

> > And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
> > gpinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

> >

> >

> >>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine

with

> >

> >>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to say
> >

> >>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here

> > -

> >>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then. And
>>I'm

> >>sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It
just

> >

> >>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward
> >>human

> >

> >>societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
by

>>a

> >>supreme being.

> >

> >

> > And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

> > |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

> > care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in

> > the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are

S
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> > human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort

> > themselves...

> >

> > You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

> > assumptions about existence.

> >

> >

> >>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqgis

> >>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What do
> >you

> >>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown

> >>rice?

> >

> >>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100?
> > 5007

> >>10007? It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
> >>their

> >

> >>families.

> >>

> >>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
maimed.

> >

> >>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think of
> > some

> >>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's a
> >

> >>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
and

> >

> >>

> >>Sarah

> >

> >

> > And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

> > |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all

> > wars. Thisis no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden

> > or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you

> > would have to.

> >

> > We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves to
do

> > what they must to protect our way of life.

> > Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many

> > years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

> > WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.
> >
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> > And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
> > ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
> > for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to Kill
> > some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

> > convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

> > |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

> >

>>DC

> >

> >

> >

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by macle on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 01:53:44 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Oh my gawd, lucifer!
either way, it's so absurd,
look around it's

such a blur you see!!

Why is live and let live so hard? | dunno. Seems so easy.

I've taken to burying my head in the sand. Ignorance is bliss
sort of nearly almost. It'll all work out in the end (except
for those of us burning in hell for eternity...OUCH!)

Sarah, | listened to the clips on your site...very very
nice Paris sound. Thumbs up!

Peace brothers and sisters!!

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled

to

>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
in

>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to

view

>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."

>

>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is

Page 196 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=546
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=rview&th=10725&goto=71331#msg_71331
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php?t=post&reply_to=71331
https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest
on
>logical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition if

>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If
you

>have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in
>gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>

>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
do
>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no

>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.

>|do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this
>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial and
>frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's silly

>to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the sky."

>| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma

that

>| have no reason to believe.

thich leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words: |
>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time ago),
>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe that
>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
>of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human beings
>whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the
>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.

>

>Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in a
way
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>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you

>believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years. What
I
>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because you

>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
>believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
>to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

>India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>

>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make

>any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a threat

>to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?
>

>You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with

>other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or
>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,

>or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

>sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is
>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
E}/ear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein

zAnd finally, I didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil
g‘ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
EgZen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe

>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the
>potential consequences of this.

>

>But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that

I

>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now that

>the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to
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>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
>are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not

>wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>

>0K, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>

>Sarah

>

>

>"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>>

>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>>

>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God

>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>> human at the source.

>>

>> | disagree emphatically.

>>

>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>

>>

>>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then left
>> it

>>>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>

>>

>> |If God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>> they do? All is permitted.

>>

>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>

>>

>>>The

>>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>effective

>>

>>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.
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>>
>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

>> rules”.

>>

>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's

>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>

>>

>>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine with

>>

>>>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to say

>>

>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here

>> --

>>>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then. And
>> I'm

>>>sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It
just

>>

>>>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward

S

>>>human

>>

>>>societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
by

>>a

>>>supreme being.

>>

>>

>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>> themselves...

>>

>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>> assumptions about existence.

>>

>>

>>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What do
>>you

>>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown

>>>rice?
>>
>>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 1007?
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>> 5007
>>>10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and

>>>their

>>

>>>families.

>>>

>>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>>

>>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think of
>> some

>>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
a

>>

>>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
and

>>

>>>

>>>Sarah

>>

>>

>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

>> longer able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all

>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden

>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you

>> would have to.

>>

>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves to
do

>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many

>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>

>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the

>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles

>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to Kill

>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>>

>>DC

>>

>>

>>

>

>
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Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Deegj [1] on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 03:27:39 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

> between people who operate from very different assumptions about the
> nature of reality.

| think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the nightly news
bloodletting. I think the differences are defined in terms of who is

justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd rather

be dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would rather
die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3ae02@linux...
>

> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive dialog
> between people who operate from very different assumptions about the
> nature of reality.

>
> Great post, Sarah.

>

> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>

>

> Sarah wrote:

> > (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

> > years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled
to

> > make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
in

> > your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to
view

> > me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to call

llme.ll

> >

> > First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is

> > essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest

on

> > |ogical proof or material evidence.” You can have your own definition
if

> > you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If
you

> > have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

> > gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

> > demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.
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> >

> > Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
do

> > not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
> > evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.

I

> > do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

> > connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this

> > "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
and

> > frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because I think it's

silly

> > to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the
sky."

> > | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

> > mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma
that

> > | have no reason to believe.

> >

> > Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words: |
> > have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
ago),

> > and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe
that

> > the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a
smattering

> > of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it

claims

> > to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
beings

> > whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the
> > word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.

> >

> > Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in a
way

> > that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
> > pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.
What |

> > don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
you

> > were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
> > believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
happened

> > to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

> > India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

> >

> > Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly

> > omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this
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make

> > any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a
threat

> > to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?

> >

> > You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
> > other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or

> > wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
Heaven,

> > or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave

> > accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

> > sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is

> > necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
by

> > fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein

> >

> > And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the

evil of

> > "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
has

> > peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
> > that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

> > potential consequences of this.

> >

> > But | have to be honest .. . . | feel like | just wasted another hour

that |

> > could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
that

> > the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to

> >them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,

beliefs

> > are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not

> > wrong simply because they contradict yours.

> >

> > OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

> >

> > Sarah

> >

> >

> > "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
> >> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> >>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
> >>> (Speaking from personal experience).

> >> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God

> >> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

> >> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
> >> human at the source.

> >>

Page 204 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR' S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

> >> | disagree emphatically.

> >>

> >> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering

> >> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

> >> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

> >>

> >>

> >>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
left

>>>jt

> >>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
> >>

> >> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

> >> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

> >> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if

> >>they do? All is permitted.

> >>

> >> This is not God's plan for us.

> >>

> >>

> >>> The

> >>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and

> >>> effective

> >>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

> >> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

> >> rules”.

> >>

> >> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's

> >> gpinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

> >>

> >>

> >>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine

with

> >>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to

say

> >>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

here

> >> --

> >>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.
And

>>>I'm

> >>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It
just

> >>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward

> >>> human

> >>> gocieties thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
by

>>>a

S
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> >>> supreme being.

> >>

> >> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

> >> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

> >> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in

> >> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are

> >> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort

> >> themselves...

> >>

> >> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

> >> assumptions about existence.

> >>

> >>

> >>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis

> >>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What

do

> >>you

> >>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown

> >>> rice?

> >>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100?
> >> 5007?

>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
> >>> their

> >>> families.

> >>>

> >>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
maimed.

> >>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
of

> >> some

> >>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
a

> >>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
and

> >>>
> >>> Sarah

> >>

> >> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

> >> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>wars. Thisis no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden

> >> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you

> >> would have to.

> >>

> >> We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves to
do

> >> what they must to protect our way of life.

> >> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
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> >> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

> >> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

> >>

> >> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
> >> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
> >> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to Kkill
> >>some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

> >> convincing me here. Itis selective pacifism, pointed only at

> >> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

> >>

>>>DC

> >>

> >>

> >>

> >

> >

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 04:34:49 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The
challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing for
disagreement.

Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the nightly
news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

Were the Muslims in Saddam's Iraq just about to march over to Durango to
convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors concluded
weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on 'em!

What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about them?
Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people with

little opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used and

manipulated in the process.

| don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

Muslims, the new, improved "commies.” They're in your closet. They're
after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com
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DJ wrote:

>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the

>> nature of reality.

>

> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the nightly news

> bloodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is

> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd rather

> be dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would rather
> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

>

>

>

> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3ae02@linux...
>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive dialog
>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
>> nature of reality.

>>
>> Great post, Sarah.

>>

>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>

>>

>> Sarah wrote:

>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled
>to

>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
>in

>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to

> view

>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to call

>"me."

>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is

>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest

>0n

>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition
> if

>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If
> you

>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>>>

>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
> do
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>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.

> |

>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this

>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial

> and

>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's

> silly

>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the

> sky."

>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my
>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma

> that

>>> | have no reason to believe.

>>>

>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words: |
>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
> ago),

>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe
> that

>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a

> smattering

>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it

> claims

>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
> beings

>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the
>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
>>>

>>> Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in a
> way

>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
>>> believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.

> What |

>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
> you

>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
>>> bhelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you

> happened

>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in
>>> India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>>>

>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly

>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this

> make

>>> any sense? Isn'tit more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a

> threat
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>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?

>>>

>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or
>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,

> Heaven,

>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave

>>> accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is

>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained

> by

>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein

>>>

>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the

> evil of

>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what

> has

>>> pbeen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

>>> potential consequences of this.

>>>

>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour

> that |

>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now

> that

>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to

>>> them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,

> beliefs

>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not
>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>>>

>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>>>

>>> Sarah

>>>

>>>

>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God
>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>>>> human at the source.

>>>>

>>>> | disagree emphatically.

>>>>

>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
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>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
> left

>>>> jt

>>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>> they do? All is permitted.

>>>>

>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>> The

>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>>> effective

>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

>>>> rules".

>>>>

>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine

> with

>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to

> say

>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

> here

>>5>> --

>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.
> And

>>>> |I'm

>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's

> just

>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward
>>>>> human

>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
> by

>>>> a

>>>>> supreme being.

>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
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>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are

>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort

>>>> themselves...

>>>>

>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>>>> gassumptions about existence.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iragis
>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What

> do

>>>> you

>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bow! of brown

>>>>> rice?

>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100?
>>>> 5007?

>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
>>>>> their

>>>>> families.

>>>>>

>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
> maimed.

>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think

> of

>>>> some

>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
>a

>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
> and

>>>>>
>>>>> Sarah

>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden

>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you

>>>> would have to.

>>>>

>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves to
> do

>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many

>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>>>

>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the

>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles

>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to kill

Page 212 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.
>>>>

>>>> DC

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Deej [1] on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 05:08:21 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
them?

>

Interesting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a local
church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and American
Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims whether they
would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of other
religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before the
Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he never
gave a straight answer.

"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3f062@linux...
>

> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing for

> disagreement.

>

> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the nightly

> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

>

> Were the Muslims in Saddam'’s Iraq just about to march over to Durango to
> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors concluded
> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on 'em!

>

> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
them?

>

> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people with

> little opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used and

> manipulated in the process.
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>
> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

>

> Muslims, the new, improved "commies." They're in your closet. They're
> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

>
> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://www.JamieKrutz.com
>

>

> DJ wrote:

> >> between people who operate from very different assumptions about the
> >> nature of reality.

> >

> > | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the nightly
news

> > ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is

> > justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd

rather

> > pe dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would
rather

>>die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

> >

> >

> >

> > "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3ae02@linux...
> >> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
dialog

> >> between people who operate from very different assumptions about the
> >> nature of reality.

> >>

> >> Great post, Sarah.

> >>

> >> Cheers,

>>> -Jamie

>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>

> >>

> >> Sarah wrote:

> >>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |

learned

> >>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel
compelled

>>to

> >>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
wrong

>>in
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> >>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying

to

> > view

> >>> me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to call
>>"me."

> >>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith

IS

> >>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not

rest

>>on

> >>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition
> > f

> >>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.

If

> >vyou

> >>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

> >>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

> >>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

> >>>

> >>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |
personally

>>do

> >>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see
no

> >>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent

claims.

> > |

> >>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

> >>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this

> >>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
> > and

> >>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's

> > gilly

> >>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the

> > sky."

> >>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite,

my

> >>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient
dogma

> > that

> >>> | have no reason to believe.

> >>>

> >>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words:
I

> >>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
> > ago),

> >>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe
> > that
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> >>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a

> > smattering

> >>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it

> > claims

> >>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
> > beings

> >>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is
the

> >>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
> >>>

> >>> Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in
a

> > way

> >>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT
you

> >>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.

> > What |

> >>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
> >vyou

> >>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
parents

> >>> pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
> > happened

> >>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born

in

> >>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

> >>>

> >>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly

> >>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this

> > make

> >>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a
> > threat

> >>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?
> >>>

> >>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share
with

> >>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or

> >>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
> > Heaven,

> >>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
> >>> accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually
on

> >>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is

> >>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be
restrained

> > py

> >>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein
> >>>
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> >>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the
> > evil of

> >>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
what

> > has

> >>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
believe

> >>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

> >>> potential consequences of this.

> >>>

> >>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour

> > that |

> >>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
> > that

> >>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings
to

> >>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,

> > peliefs

> >>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are
not

> >>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

> >>>

>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

> >>>

> >>> Sarah

> >>>

> >>>

> >>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a4631@linux...
> >>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> >>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by
faith.

> >>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

> >>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God

> >>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

> >>>> golely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
> >>>> human at the source.

> >>>>

> >>>> | disagree emphatically.

> >>>>

> >>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering

> >>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

> >>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
> > left

> >>>> |t

> >>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than
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competition.

> >>>> If God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

> >>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

> >>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
> >>>> they do? All is permitted.

> >>>>

> >>>> This is not God's plan for us.

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>>> The

> >>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
> >>>>> effective

> >>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

> >>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

> >>>> rules”.

> >>>>

> >>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
> >>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine

> > with

> >>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to
> > say

> >>>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

> > here

> >>5>> --

> >>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.
> > And

>>>>>I'm

> >>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
It's

> > just

> >>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
backward

> >>>>> human

> >>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
inspired

> > by

> >>>>a

> >>>>> supreme being.

> >>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

> >>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

> >>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
> >>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
> >>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
> >>>> themselves...

> >>>>
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> >>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

> >>>> assumptions about existence.

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
> >>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What
>>do

> >>>>you

> >>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of

brown

> >>>>> rice?

> >>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
100?

> >>>> 5007

> >>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent
and

> >>>>> their

> >>>>> families.

> >>>>>

> >>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
> > maimed.

> >>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
> > of

> >>>> some

> >>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but
it's

>>a

> >>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
jumpsuits

> > and

> >>5>>>

> >>>>> Sarah

> >>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

> >>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
> >>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
> >>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
> >>>> would have to.

> >>>>

> >>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves
to

>>do

> >>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

> >>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
> >>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

> >>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

> >>>>

> >>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
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> >>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
> >>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to
kill

> >>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
> >>>> convincing me here. Itis selective pacifism, pointed only at
> >>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

> >>>>

> >>>>DC

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>

> >

> >

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 06:00:26 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

It's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious cycle.

We retaliated against Iraq for 9/11, even though Iraq was not involved
in the attack.

No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!
Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots
of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

| dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of what
you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

DJ wrote:

>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
> them?

> Interesting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a local

> church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and American
> Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims whether they
> would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of other

> religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before the
> Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he never
> gave a straight answer.

>
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>
> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3f062@Ilinux...
>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing for

>> disagreement.

>>

>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the nightly

>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

>>

>> Were the Muslims in Saddam'’s Iraq just about to march over to Durango to
>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors concluded
>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on ‘em!

>>

>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
> them?

>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people with
>> [ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used and

>> manipulated in the process.

>>

>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

>>

>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies.” They're in your closet. They're

>> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

>>
>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com
>>

>>

>> DJ wrote:

>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
>>>> nature of reality.

>>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the nightly

> news

>>> bloodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is

>>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd

> rather

>>> be dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would

> rather

>>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3ae02@linux...
>>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive

> dialog

>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
>>>> nature of reality.
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>>>>
>>>> Great post, Sarah.

>>>>

>>>> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>>  http://lwww.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> Sarah wrote:

>>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |

> learned

>>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel

> compelled

>>> 10

>>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
> wrong

>>> 1N

>>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying
>to

>>> view

>>>>> me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to call
>>>"me."

>>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith

> is

>>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not

> rest

>>> 0on

>>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition
>>> if

>>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.
> |f

>>> you

>>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in
>>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

>>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>>>>>

>>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |

> personally

>>> do

>>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see
> no

>>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent

> claims.

>>> |

>>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly
>>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this
>>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
>>> and
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>>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's

>>> gilly

>>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the
>>> sky."

>>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite,

> my

>>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient

> dogma

>>> that

>>>>> | have no reason to believe.

>>>>>

>>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words:
> |

>>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
>>> ago),

>>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe
>>> that

>>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a

>>> smattering

>>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it

>>> claims

>>>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
>>> peings

>>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is

> the

>>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
>>>>>

>>>>> Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in
>a

>>> way

>>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT
> you

>>>>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.
>>> What |

>>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
>>> yOU

>>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your

> parents

>>>>> pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
>>> happened

>>>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born
>in

>>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>>>>>

>>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this
>>> make

>>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a
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>>> threat

>>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?
>>5>>>

>>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share
> with

>>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or
>>>>> wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
>>> Heaven,

>>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>>>>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually
>0on

>>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is
>>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be

> restrained

>>> by

>>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein
>>5>>>

>>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the
>>> evil of

>>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about

> what

>>> has

>>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
> believe

>>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the
>>>>> potential consequences of this.

>>5>>>

>>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour

>>> that |

>>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
>>> that

>>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings
>to

>>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
>>> peliefs

>>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are
> not

>>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>>5>>>

>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>>5>>>

>>>>> Sarah

>>5>>>

>>5>>>

>>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by

> faith.
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>>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God
>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>>>>>> human at the source.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,
>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
>>> |eft

>S>>>>> jt

>>>>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

> competition.

>>>>>> [f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>> The

>>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>>>>> effective

>>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>>>> rules”.

>S>>>5>>

>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine
>>> with

>>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to
>>> say

>>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

>>> here

>S>>>>> -

>>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.
>>> And

>>>>>> |'m

>>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
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> |t's

>>> just

>>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly

> pbackward

>>>>>>> human

>>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
> inspired

>>> by

>>>>>> g

>>>>>>> supreme being.

>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>>>>>> themselves...

>>>>>>

>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic
>>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What
>>>do

>>>>>> you

>>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of

> brown

>>>>>>> rice?

>>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
> 1007

>>>>>> 5007

>>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent
> and

>>>>>>> their

>>>>>>> families.

>S>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
>>> maimed.

>>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
>>> of

>>>>>> some

>>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but
> it's

>>> a

>>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
> jumpsuits

>>> and

>>>>>>> chains . . . ni-i-i-i-i-ice. | feel better.
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>>>>>>>
>>>>>>> Sarah

>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>>>>>> would have to.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves
> 1o

>>> do

>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to

> kill

>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> DC

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh g-wd . .
Posted by DC on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 06:40:22 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Wow, | am impressed with both the number of people interested in
this topic, and with their civility. So, | will respond here.

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . I learned

>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled

to

>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
in
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>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to
view
>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to call "me."

So, what you believe does not need to be actually true (as in
reflecting reality) but can be true for you alone? Your reality?

This, of course, begs the question of the existence of God, since
your system does not allow for objectivity. You define the "god"
that you need, correct?

Christians believe in an objective creator and absolute morality.
We do not know all of it, and we certainly don't live up to it very
often, but we aspire to it because we believe it to be *real*. Itis

a truth claim.

Reality is that which makes universal claims to truth, not a unique
set of views that works for one person only. | believe in a perfect
and objective reality that | aspire to understand some day. | firmly
believe that there is all the evidence | need to understand my role
in life and what the future holds for me however.

>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is
>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest on
>logical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition if
>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.
It's inadequate. Faith is really the active participation of humanity,

in the context of millions of pieces of supportive evidence,

with our eyes wide open, in the creative activity of understanding
and being a part of, existence, as it really is.

It is not blind in the least.

>If you

>have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in
>gravity, even though I can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

No one else can explain it either. It's kind of.. ummm... the warping
of the space-time fabric around objects that possess sufficent mass.

Whatever that means.

Ok, the universe is expanding. Hubble's constant, supported
by thousands of observations and experiments, proves it.
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But wait, there's not enough mass to explain this... Ok, it must be
"dark matter" (don't ask), oh no, it's actually "vibrating strings"
which account for the missing mass (really, don't ask!).

No one has ever seen such things. But they make the equations
work out, so they or something like them, may be true.

Does this process sound a lot like my description of faith above?
Of course it does

You simply must discard the mistaken notion that there is objective
evidence that makes faith blind. There is not.

>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
do
>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no

>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.

I

>do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly
>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this
>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial and

>frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's silly
>to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the sky."
>| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma
that
>| have no reason to believe.

No, you can make it up as you go along. Which of course, makes
you "god", doesn't it? How can you possibly be so sure that

God has not tried to contact us, and that Jesus was not who he said
he was? You believe he was not and your belief is based upon

at minimum, the work and traditions of atheists.

But, if God is real, the Creator God whose son was called Jesus,
then it is reasonable that He is interested in communicating with

us. Who has cast "god" solely in her own "unique" model, and who
has placed God outside of us all and needing to be known?

Who has anthropomorphized whom?

How does your "god" differ from an idealized Sarah Jane? How do
you answer atheists and natrualists who call your ideas mere
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wishful thinking and comforting myth making?

My God does not fill me with warm feelings very often. He rarely
thrills me and makes me feel loved. Mostly He teaches me, and
sometimes in brutal fashion, how far | need to go from this

wretched being | am. | sometimes really dislike God a lot for kicking
my ass so hard and so regularly.

Religious? | dunno how you can call me that...

Now, when | look backwards at my life, and | see how God has

led me through things that should have literally killed me, or at least
*ruined* my life, and | look at who | am vs. who | would have been
without Him, | shudder at how close a call it has been, and | thank
Him again for saving me in spite of myself.

>Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words: |
>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time ago),
>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe that
>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
>of history.

The best reason of all is the unbroken line of millions of serious and
devout Christians who considered the Bible important enough to
dedicate their lives to making sure it did not die out. | have lived
through several generations now, and | have seen God raise up those
who will carry on the tradition into the next generation so it will not

be lost to the world. No, | do not believe every word to be the word

of God, but God's thoughts are there, even if imperfectly (or at

least apprently imperfect to us)

Those people have done so precisely because the Bible tells
the story of the redemption of humanity, and redemption is our
only hope as the wretched middle east makes so clear.

There is no spiritual tradition with Jesus Christ in it other than the
Christian church, and Jesus is the central figure in human history.
| call it "the great Christian church invisible", consisting of those who

are truly commited to God. No other tradition explains the world
as we see it and offers a better solution to what we see. It is most
definetely NOT a denomination with a name. But you sure know it
when you walk into one.
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There are many other reasons to believe the Bible, but the best of
reason of all is your search for God.

You have to have more than a "sleeping god" who fumbles his way
through our lives. You have to be humble enough to be taught and
be corrected. You have to honestly search for God outside of
yourself and your preconceptions.

BTW, the Hindus believe that when they play that wonderful
raga music, if they do it well enough, and they really open
themselves to it, that the note at the heart of the universe will
fly right out of their instruments for w while. You know what? |
think | have heard them do it! So much for the right-wing
patriot Bible Belt sort of image of me huh?

Of course people in other traditions can be saved! | had a dream
one night where the Dalai Lama went to heaven and met Jesus.
He did not know who Jesus was at first, but as they conversed,
the Lama said: "This voice, | have heard this voice before"...

And indeed he has. At least IMO.

This is how | see it: Those who seek God will find Him, no matter
where they start. Every human soul is born with the Holy Spirit
speaking to it, and it is our response to the voice that determines
our destiny, not our tradition.

Just because | believe the Christian tradition to be the right one
does not make God unavailable to non Christians. Even the Catholics
believe this.

| do not care if you go to Sunday School. | care very much that
you cannot envision a God that is at minimum, competent and
loving, and interested in us. Most of all, the Christian church is
the rock you build your foundation on to stand in these times.
There is no other.

>And if the bible is the
>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.

Ok, how about this:
http://hubblesite.org/gallery/album/galaxy_collection/pr2003 028a/web_print

It seems the word is everywhere. But the Bible has everything
you need to be saved. thank God.
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>Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in a
way

>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
>believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years. What
I

>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?

It give me hope because it took the lies away. The lies of the evil

one. It gives me hope because it tells me the truth. It gives me

hope because it connects me to the almighty.

>Because you
>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy?

No, because | hated the church, and | called out to God, and he
led me back. | still hate it, but I am learning how to make it better.

>Because your parents believed it?

That lasted till about10 years old for me...

>Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus?

Never dropped acid. Always seemed a dumb-sh*t thing to do. sorry

>Because you happened to be born here rather than India or Iran?
See above...

>And if you had been born in India or Iran, would you be just as fervently
Hindu or Muslim?

See above...

>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make

>any sense?

Do you have sins? | know | do. Where did this come from? This
"sin" thing? It happened first when humans decided they knew
better than God, what they should do. Boy, | wish we could take
that one back. And so we sin to this day. We needed a way out,
a way to escape the natural consequences of sin, that being
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seperation from God, the source of life. When they Deluxe Reverb
gets unplugged from the wall, the music goes away. When the
human gets unplugged from God, the human goes away. Jesus
was the great liberator of humanity. He provided a way to re-enter
a healthy relationship with the almighty, and hey, it only requires

a bit of trust and faith. What a deal!

>You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with

>other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or
>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,

>or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>accordingly.

| never said that! | said without God, there is no basis for right and
wrong other than what you think and what | think. Obviously, we
think a lot about all this, and we have been trying to come up with
secular models for morality since the Enlightenment, but they have
all failed because they are all purely self-referential. Your model,
for instance, rests on the assumption that "everyone just knows
these things". | assure you they do not. This will get worse, not
better, in the future.

We can threaten people, we can impose our version or morality
with a gun, we can blather about "social contracts" and more,
but we cannot come up with a morality that is transcendant

and permanent. That's because only God has one.

Oh, and BTW, once again, you are arguing as an atheist:

>0One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,
>or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong

But you claim to not be an atheist! But you also claim to not need
God for much of anything other than good feelings. Does God
inform your morality? In what way? If he does not, do you need Him?

>"A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

>sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is
>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
by

>fear of punishment and hope of reward after death." - Albert Einstein
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"God does not play with dice" Albert Einstein

"God not only plays with dice, but He throws them in a corner
where you cannot see them" Stephen Hawking

Seem like even Einstein gets revised. Why should a man care about
the things Einstein lists? Social pressure? Social contract?

And you accuse *God* of sleeping! How well is the alternative
working out so far??

>And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil
of
>"ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute.

Sure itis! They are excused as poverty-stricken victims of
american empire who have no other way to express themselves.
This bull is spewed out on a daily basis by the left. If you expressed
1/10 of the anger towards them, that you do towards the Bushies,
you would have vastly more credibility with me.

>|'m concerned about what has
>been done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe

>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the
>potential consequences of this.

And you have a right to feel this way. You do not have a right to

blame Christians for it. There's lots of Christians who agree with you.

>But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that

I

>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now that
>the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to
>them.

My beliefs are in constant growth as God leads me towards standing

up in these difficult times. But no, my faith in Jesus Christ is not

assailable. It would be like betraying my wife, only worse.

>You are of course free to believe what you want,

Gee thanks. Too bad you feel the need to ridicule them on such a
regular basis. Seems, for the left, like Christians are the only group
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it is still cool to hate

>but again, beliefs
>are by definition unproven,

Not for me. See above. It's all beliefs.
You just view yours as objective and not as beliefs at all. This is
an illusion. The question always has been, are they true beliefs?

We come to different conclusions.

>and therefore someone else's beliefs are not
>wrong simply because they contradict yours.

Nor right. Itis your search. All |l can do is tell you of mine.

But If | am right, there are major consequences.

If I am wrong, hey, | still had a good life full of love, hope, kids and
confidence of my future. Beats existential dread, bongos and bad
poetry every time.

So,

You are walking down a dark alley, a bunch of young men come
fly out a door and walk your way. Would you prefer, or not prefer
that they are leaving a Bible study?

take care

DC

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by rick on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 10:11:11 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

i didn't want to cause trouble by calling it #1
On 17 Aug 2006 06:17:12 +1000, "TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>

>I'd be interested to hear the nine candidates you would propose ahead of it.
>

>

>TCB

>

>rick <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote:

>>sarah
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>>
>>everyone wants to be the holder of "the truth" and feel compelled to
>>convince others even if they have to kill them to do it. thankfully

>>not all go to that extreme...unfortunately many are willing to do just
>>that...on both sides of the argument. religion has to be in the top

>>ten killers of humanity throughout history.

>>

>>0n Wed, 16 Aug 2006 12:00:26 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
>>wrote:

>>

>>>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

>

>>>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled
>to

>>>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
>in

>>>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to
>view

>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."
>>>

>>>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith is

>

>>>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest

>on

>>>|ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition
>if

>>>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If
>you

>>>have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

>

>>>gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>>>

>>>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
>do

>>>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
>

>>>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.
> |

>>>do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly
>>>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this

>

>>>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
>and

>>>frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's

>silly

>>>to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the
>sky."
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>>>| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite, my

>

>>>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma
>that

>>>| have no reason to believe.

>>>

>>>Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words:

>|

>>>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
>ago),

>>>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe that
>

>>>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
>

>>>0f history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

>

>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human beings
>

>>>whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the

>

>>>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.

>>>

>>> ike the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in

>a way

>>>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you

>

>>>pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years. What
>|

>>>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
>you

>>>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
>

>>>pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
>

>>>t0 be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

>

>>>|ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>>>

>>>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make
>

>>>any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a threat
>

>>>to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?

>>>

>>>You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
>

>>>o0ther believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or
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>

>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,
>

>>>or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>>>accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

>

>>>sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is
>>>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
>by

>>>fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein
>>>

>>>And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil
>of

>>>"ghouls and head choppers"” is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
>has

>>>peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
>

>>>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

>

>>>potential consequences of this.

>>>

>>>But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that

>|

>>>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
>that

>>>the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to

>

>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
>

>>>are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not
>

>>>wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>>>

>>>0K, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>>>

>>>Sarah

>>>

>>>

>>>"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>>>>

>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>

>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God

>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>>>> human at the source.
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>>>>
>>>> | disagree emphatically.

>>>>

>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
>left

>>>> jt

>>>>>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>>>

>>>>

>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>>they do? All is permitted.

>>>>

>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>>The

>>>>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>>>effective

>>>>

>>>>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>>

>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>> rules".

>>>>

>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine
>with

>>>>

>>>>>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to
>say

>>>>

>>>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here
>>>> -

>>>>>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.
>And

>>>> |I'm

>>>>>s0rry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's
>just
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>>>>
>>>>>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward
>

>>>>>human

>>>>

>>>>>societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
>by

>>>> g

>>>>>supreme being.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are

>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort

>>>> themselves...

>>>>

>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>>>> assumptions about existence.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>>>>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What

>do

>>>> you

>>>>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown

>

>>>>>rice?

>>>>

>>>>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100?
>>>> 5007?

>>>>>1000? It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
>

>>>>>their

>>>>

>>>>>families.

>>>>>

>>>>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>>>>

>>>>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
>of

>>>> some

>>>>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
>a

>>>>

>>>>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
>and
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>>>>
>>>>>

>>>>>Sarah

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>>>> would have to.

>>>>

>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves
>to do

>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>>>

>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to kill
>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>>>>

>>>> DC

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by rick on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 10:16:02 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

the sun does seem to be dimming again somewhat.

On Wed, 16 Aug 2006 13:52:19 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
wrote:

>| would go so far as to say that religious fervor has been and continues to
>be one of the leading causes of suffering and death in all of human history.
>Unfortunately, | think our "War On Terror" is more of a religious crusade
>than is openly admitted.

>
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>There was a time in human history when religion ruled the Western world.
>|t's called "The Dark Ages."

>

>Sarah

>

>

>"rick" <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote in message
>news:c9ub6e2dqgskmvij58nuv4tmjOgslomufS1i8@4ax.com...

>> sarah

>>

>> everyone wants to be the holder of "the truth" and feel compelled to
>> convince others even if they have to kill them to do it. thankfully

>> not all go to that extreme...unfortunately many are willing to do just
>> that...on both sides of the argument. religion has to be in the top

>> ten killers of humanity throughout history.
>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by TCB on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 13:05:22 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Here's the thing, you'll cause just as much trouble saying it's #5 or #10

as #1. And | suspected you thought as much which is why | asked. Maybe not.
Influenza takes a few hundred thousand per year in the off years, so maybe
over the long haul it's first, just by the yearly grind. But even then |

doubt it.

But in any case, just tell the truth as you see it, regardless of the trouble
it might cause. We need more of that.

TCB

rick <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote:

> didn't want to cause trouble by calling it #1

>

>0On 17 Aug 2006 06:17:12 +1000, "TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:
>

>>

>>|'d be interested to hear the nine candidates you would propose ahead of
it.

>>

>>

>>TCB

>>

>>rick <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote:

>>>sarah

>>>
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>>>everyone wants to be the holder of "the truth" and feel compelled to
>>>convince others even if they have to kill them to do it. thankfully
>>>not all go to that extreme...unfortunately many are willing to do just
>>>that...on both sides of the argument. religion has to be in the top
>>>ten killers of humanity throughout history.

>>>

>>>0n Wed, 16 Aug 2006 12:00:26 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
>>>wrote:

>>>

>>>>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

>>

>>>>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled
>>to

>>>>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
>>in

>>>>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying

to

>>view

>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."
>>>>

>>>>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith

is

>>

>>>>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest
>>0n

>>>>|ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition
>>if

>>>>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.

If

>>you

>>>>have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

>>

>>>>gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>>>>

>>>>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
>>do

>>>>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see
no

>>

>>>>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.
>> |

>>>>do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

>>>>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this
>>

>>>>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
>>and
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>>>>frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's
>>silly

>>>>to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the
>>sky."

>>>>| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite,

my

>>

>>>>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma
>>that

>>>>| have no reason to believe.

>>>>

>>>>Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words:

>>|

>>>>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
>>ago),

>>>>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe
that

>>

>>>>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
>>

>>>>0f history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims
>>

>>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
beings

>>

>>>>whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is

the

>>

>>>>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
>>>>

>>>>| ike the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in
>>a way

>>>>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
>>

>>>>believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.
What

>>|

>>>>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
>>you

>>>>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
>>

>>>>pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
>>

>>>>t0 be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born

in

>>

>>>>|ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?
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>>>>
>>>>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this

make

>>

>>>>any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a
threat

>>

>>>>to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?
>>>>

>>>>You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
>>

>>>>other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or

>>

>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
Heaven,

>>

>>>>0r Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave

>>>>accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually
on
>>

>>>>gsympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is

>>>>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
>>py

>>>>fear of punishment and hope of reward after death."” - Albert Einstein
>>>>

>>>>And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the
evil

>>0f

>>>>"ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
>>has

>>>>peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
>>

>>>>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

>>

>>>>potential consequences of this.

>>>>

>>>>But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour

that

>>|

>>>>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
>>that

>>>>the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings

to

>>

>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
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>>
>>>>are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are
not

>>

>>>>wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>>>>

>>>>0K, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>>>>

>>>>Sarah

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a4631@linux...
>>>>>

>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>>>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>>

>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God
>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>>>>> human at the source.

>>>>>

>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

>>>>>

>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
>>|eft

>>>>> it

>>>>>>Up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> |If God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

>>>>>

>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>The

>>>>>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and

>>>>>>effective
>S>S>5>>
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>>>>>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>>>

>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>>> rules"”.

>>>>>

>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine
>>with

>>>>>

>>>>>>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to
>>say

>S>5>>>

>>>>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

here

>>>>> --

>>>>>>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.

>>And

>>>>> |I'm

>>>>>>s0rry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It
>>just

>>5>>>

>>>>>>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward
>>

>>>>>>human

>>5>>>

>>>>>>s0cieties thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
>>py

>>>>> g

>>>>>>supreme being.

>>>>>

>>5>>>

>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>>>>> themselves...

>>5>>>

>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

>>5>>>

>>5>>>

>>>>>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>>>>>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What

S
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>>do

>>>>> you

>>>>>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl! of brown

>>

>>>>>>rice?

>>>>>

>>>>>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 1007?
>>>>> 5007

>>>>>>10007? It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
>>

>>>>>>their

>>>>>

>>>>>>families.

>S>5>5>>>

>>>>>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>>>>>

>>>>>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
>>0f

>>>>> some

>>>>>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
>>a

>>>>>

>>>>>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
>>and

>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>Sarah

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

>>>>> |longer able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>>>>> would have to.

>>>>>

>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves
>>to do

>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>>>>

>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to

Kill

>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
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>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.
>>>>>

>>>>> DC

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Deej [1] on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 13:29:26 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Jamie,

Can you name even one instance wherein a population becaume Muslim by any
means other than military conquest?

Degj

"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e40472@linux...
>

> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious

cycle.

>

> We retaliated against Iraq for 9/11, even though Iraq was not involved

> in the attack.

>

> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots

> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

>

> | dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of what
> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

>

> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>

>

> DJ wrote:

> >> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
> > them?

> > Interesting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a
local
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> > church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and
American

> > Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims whether
they

> > would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of
other

> > religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before
the

> > Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he
never

> > gave a straight answer.

> >

> >

> > "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3f062@linux...
> >> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

> >> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing for

> >> disagreement.

> >>

> >> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the nightly

> >> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

> >>

> >> Were the Muslims in Saddam's Iraq just about to march over to Durango
to

> >> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors concluded
> >> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on 'em!

> >>

> >> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
> > them?

> >> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people with
> >> |ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used and

> >> manipulated in the process.

> >>

> >> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

> >>

> >> Muslims, the new, improved "commies.” They're in your closet. They're

> >> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

> >>

> >> Cheers,

>>> -Jamie

>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>

> >>

> >> DJ wrote:

> >>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
> >>>> nature of reality.

> >>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

nightly

> > news
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> >>> bloodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is

> >>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd

> > rather

> >>> pe dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would
> > rather

>>>>die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

> >>>

> >>>

> >>>

> >>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message
news:44e3ae02@linux...

> >>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
> > dialog

> >>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
> >>>> nature of reality.

> >>>>

> >>>> Great post, Sarah.

> >>>>

> >>>> Cheers,

>>>>> -Jamie

> >>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>> Sarah wrote:

> >>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |

> > |earned

> >>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel

> > compelled

>>>>10

> >>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
> > wrong

> >>> 1N

> >>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying
>>to

> >>> view

> >>>>> me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to call

> >>>"me."

> >>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant.

Faith

>>is

> >>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not

> > rest

> >>> 0n

> >>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own
definition

> >>> f

> >>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.
> > |f
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> >>>you

> >>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe

in

> >>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

> >>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

> >>>>>

> >>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |

> > personally

> >>>do

> >>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see
>>no

> >>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent

> > claims.

> >>> |

> >>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel
truly

> >>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe
this

> >>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very
superficial

> >>> and

> >>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think
it's

> >>> silly

> >>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in
the

> >>> sky."

> >>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the
opposite,

> > my

> >>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient
> > dogma

> >>> that

> >>>>> | have no reason to believe.

> >>>>>

> >>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer
words:

> > |

> >>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
time

> >>> ago),

> >>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
believe

> >>> that

> >>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a
> >>> gmattering

> >>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it
> >>> claims
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> >>>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
human

> >>> beings

> >>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is
> > the

> >>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
being.

> >>>>>

> >>>>> | ike the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe
in

>>a

> >>> way

> >>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT
> >vyou

> >>>>> believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.
> >>> What |

> >>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?
Because

> >>>you

> >>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
> > parents

> >>>>> believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
> >>> happened

> >>>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born
>>in

> >>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

> >>>>>

> >>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
> >>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this
> >>> make

> >>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of
a

> >>> threat

> >>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill
him?

> >>>>>

> >>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share
> > with

> >>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right

or

> >>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
> >>> Heaven,

> >>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
> >>>>> accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually
>>o0n

> >>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis

is

> >>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be

Page 253 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR' S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

> > restrained

> >>> py

> >>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert
Einstein

> >>5>>>

> >>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the
> >>> evil of

> >>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
> > what

> >>> has

> >>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
> > believe

> >>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about

the

> >>>>> potential consequences of this.

> >>>>>

> >>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour

> >>> that |

> >>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by
now

> >>> that

> >>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings
>>t0

> >>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
> >>> peliefs

> >>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are
> > not

> >>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

> >>>5>>

> >>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

> >>>5>>

> >>>>> Sarah

> >>>>>

> >>>>>

> >>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message
news:44e23a46%1@linux...

> >>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> >>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by

> > faith.

> >>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

> >>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call

God

> >>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is

> >>>>>> gsolely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
are

> >>>>>> human at the source.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> | disagree emphatically.
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> >>5>3>>>

> >>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
> >>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

> >>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

> >>5>5>>>

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
then

> >>> |eft

> >>>>>> jt

> >>>>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

> > competition.

> >>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

> >>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
> >>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
> >>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

> >>5>3>>>

> >>5>3>>>

> >>>>>>> The

> >>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
> >>>>>>> effective

> >>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

> >>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

> >>>>>> rules”.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
> >>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

> >>5>5>>>

> >>55>5>>

> >>>>>>> Ag far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm

fine

> >>> with

> >>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun
to

> >>> say

> >>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

> >>> here

> >>53>5>> --

> >>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
then.

> >>> And

> >>>>>> |'m

> >>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
> > |t's

> >>> just

> >>>>>>> gtuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
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> > backward

> >>>>>>> human

> >>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
> > inspired

> >>> by

> >>>>>> g

> >>>>>>> supreme being.

> >>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

> >>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

> >>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
> >>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
> >>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
> >>>>>> themselves...

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

> >>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

> >>>3>>>

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead
Iraqgis

> >>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.
What

> >>> do

> >>>>>>you

> >>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bow! of

> > pbrown

> >>>>>>> rice?

> >>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
>>1007?

> >>>>>> 5007

> >>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent
> > and

> >>>>>>> their

> >>>>>>> families.

> >>5>5>5>>>

> >>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
> >>> maimed.

> >>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
think

> >>> of

> >>>>>> some

> >>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but
>>it's

> >>> a

> >>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange

> > jumpsuits

> >>> and
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> >>>>>>>
> >>>>>>> Sarah

> >>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
> >>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
> >>>>>>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
> >>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
> >>>>>> would have to.

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring
themselves

>>to

> >>>do

> >>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

> >>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
> >>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

> >>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
> >>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
> >>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to

> > Kkill

> >>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

> >>>>>> convincing me here. Itis selective pacifism, pointed only at

> >>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> DC

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>>

> >>>

> >

> >

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 14:01:46 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

How about Hinduism? Sikhism? Buddhism?

People have converted to Islam right here in the USA. | don't think
we've been conquered by anyone lately (aside from the neo-con takeover
still in progress, maybe neo-cons are secretly Islamic? ;)

| will grant you that conquering and spreading religious doctrine have
gone hand in hand in the past, notably by various Islamic AND Christian
sects. You start mixing religion and government and that's what you get.
Religion becomes a tool of empire.
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I'm with Jefferson on this one.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

DJ wrote:

> Jamie,

>

> Can you name even one instance wherein a population becaume Muslim by any
> means other than military conquest?

>

> Degj

>

> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e40472@Ilinux...
>> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious

> cycle.

>> We retaliated against Iraqg for 9/11, even though Irag was not involved

>> in the attack.

>>

>> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

>> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots

>> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

>>

>> | dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of what
>> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

>>

>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>

>>

>> DJ wrote:

>>>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
>>>them?

>>> |nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a

> |ocal

>>> church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and

> American

>>> |Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims whether
> they

>>> would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of

> other

>>> religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before
> the

>>> Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he
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> never

>>> gave a straight answer.

>>>

>>>

>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3f062@Ilinux...
>>>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

>>>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing for

>>>> disagreement.

>>>>

>>>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the nightly
>>>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

>>>>

>>>> Were the Muslims in Saddam'’s Iraq just about to march over to Durango
>to

>>>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors concluded
>>>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on 'em!
>>>>

>>>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
>>>them?

>>>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people with
>>>> |ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used and
>>>> manipulated in the process.

>>>>

>>>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

>>>>

>>>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies." They're in your closet. They're
>>>> gfter your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

>>>>

>>>> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> DJ wrote:

>>>>>> between people who operate from very different assumptions about the
>>>>>> nature of reality.

>>>>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

> nightly

>>> news

>>>>> ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is
>>>>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd

>>> rather

>>>>> pe dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would
>>> rather

>>>>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>
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>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

> news:44e3ae02@linux...

>>>>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
>>> dialog

>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
>>>>>> nature of reality.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Great post, Sarah.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>>>

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>> Sarah wrote:

>>>>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |

>>> |learned

>>>>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel

>>> compelled

>>>>> 10

>>>>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
>>> wrong

>>>>> in

>>>>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying
>>> to

>>>>> view

>>>>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call
>>>>> "me."

>>>>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant.

> Faith

>>> s

>>>>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not

>>> rest

>>>>> 0n

>>>>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own

> definition

>>>>> f

>>>>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.
>>> |f

>>>>> you

>>>>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe
>in

>>>>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |

>>> personally

>>>>> do
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>>>>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see
>>> no

>>>>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
>>> claims.

>>>>> |

>>>>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel

> truly

>>>>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe

> this

>>>>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very

> superficial

>>>>> and

>>>>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think

> it's

>>>>> gilly

>>>>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in
> the

>>>>> sky."

>>>>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the

> opposite,

>>> my

>>>>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient
>>> dogma

>>>>> that

>>>>>>> | have no reason to believe.

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer

> words:

>>> |

>>>>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
> time

>>>>> ago),

>>>>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
> believe

>>>>> that

>>>>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a
>>>>> smattering

>>>>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it
>>>>> claims

>>>>>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
> human

>>>>> peings

>>>>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is
>>> the

>>>>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
> being.

>>>>>>> Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe
> in
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>>> a

>>>>> way

>>>>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT
>>> you

>>>>>>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.
>>>>> \What |

>>>>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?

> Because

>>>>> you

>>>>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
>>> parents

>>>>>>> pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
>>>>> happened

>>>>>>> t0 be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born
>>>in

>>>>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?
>S>5>5>>>>

>>>>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this
>>>>> make

>>>>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of
>a

>>>>> threat

>>>>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill

> him?

>>>>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share
>>> with

>>>>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right

> or

>>>>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
>>>>> Heaven,

>>>>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>>>>>>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually
>>> 0N

>>>>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis

> is

>>>>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be

>>> restrained

>>>>> py

>>>>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death." - Albert

> Einstein

>>>>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the
>>>>> evil of

>>>>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
>>> what

>>>>> has

>>>>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
>>> pelieve
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>>>>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about

> the

>>>>>>> potential consequences of this.

>S>>5>5>>>

>>>>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour
>>>>> that |

>>>>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by
> now

>>>>> that

>>>>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings
>>>to

>>>>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
>>>>> peliefs

>>>>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are
>>> not

>>>>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>S>5>5>>>>

>>>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>S>5>5>>>>

>>>>>>> Sarah

>S5>5>>>>

>S5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message

> news:44e23a46$1@linux...

>>>>>>>> "Sarah” <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by
>>> faith.

>>>>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call

> God

>>>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
> are

>>>>>>>> human at the source.

S5>5>>>>>

>>>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

SS5>5>>>>>

>>>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,
>>>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

S>>5>5>>5>>

S>>5>5>>5>>

>>>>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
> then

>>>>> |eft

>S>>>>>>> jt

>>>>>>>>> yp to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

>>> competition.

Page 263 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>>>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion
>>>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

S5>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

S>>5>5>>5>>

S>>5>5>>5>>

>>>>>>>>> The

>>>>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>>>>>>> effective

>>>>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>>>>>> rules”.

SS>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>>>>>> gpinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

S5>5>>>>>

SS5>5>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm

> fine

>>>>> with

>>>>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun
>to

>>>>> say

>>>>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest
>>>>> here

SS>5>5>5>5>> --

>>>>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
> then.

>>>>> And

>S>>>>>>> |'m

>>>>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
>>> |t's

>>>>> just

>>>>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
>>> backward

>>>>>>>>> human

>>>>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
>>> inspired

>>>>> py

>>>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>> supreme being.

>>>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.
>>>>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
>>>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>>>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk” is, by humans to comfort
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>>>>>>>> themselves...

>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic
>>>>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

S>>>>>>>

>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead

> Iraqis

>>>>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.

> What

>>>>> do

>>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of

>>> prown

>>>>>>>>> rice?

>>>>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
>>> 1007

>>>>>>>> 5007?

>>>>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent
>>> and

>>>>>>>>> their

>>>>>>>>> families.

S>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
>>>>> maimed.

>>>>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
> think

>>>>> of

>>>>>>>> some

>>>>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but
>>> jt's

>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
>>> jumpsuits

>>>>> and

S>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Sarah

>>>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>>>>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>>>>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>>>>>>>> would have to.

>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring

> themselves

>>> to

>>>>> do
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>>>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>>>>>>>> WWI| vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to
>>> kill

>>>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.
>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> DC

S>>5>5>5>5>>

SS>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>

>>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Deej [1] on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 14:49:57 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

But you still didn't answer my question. Can you name even one? Yes, there
are examples of Chiristianity being spread by conquest, but there are also
many examples where it wasn't. In this country, people can practice any
religion they want. Is that true in countries that are Muslim theocracies?

Can you name even one?

Deej

"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e47542@linux...
>

> How about Hinduism? Sikhism? Buddhism?

>

> People have converted to Islam right here in the USA. | don't think

> we've been conquered by anyone lately (aside from the neo-con takeover
> still in progress, maybe neo-cons are secretly Islamic? ;»)

>

> | will grant you that conquering and spreading religious doctrine have

> gone hand in hand in the past, notably by various Islamic AND Christian
> sects. You start mixing religion and government and that's what you get.
> Religion becomes a tool of empire.

>

> |I'm with Jefferson on this one.
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>
> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://'www.JamieKrutz.com

>

>

> DJ wrote:

> > Jamie,

> >

> > Can you name even one instance wherein a population becaume Muslim by
any

> > means other than military conquest?

> >

> > Deegj

> >

> > "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e40472@linux...
> >> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious

> > cycle.

> >> We retaliated against Iraq for 9/11, even though Iraq was not involved
> >> in the attack.

> >>

> >> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

> >> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots
> >> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

> >>

> >> | dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of
what

> >> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

> >>

> >> Cheers,

>>> -Jamie

>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>

> >>

> >> DJ wrote:

> >>>> \What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
about

> >>> them?

> >>> |nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a
> > |ocal

> >>> church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and

> > American

> >>> |ndians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims
whether

> > they

> >>> would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of

> > other

> >>> religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before
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> > the

> >>> Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he
> > never

> >>> gave a straight answer.

> >>>

> >>>

> >>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message
news:44e3f062@linux...

> >>>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

> >>>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing

for

> >>>> disagreement.

> >>>>

> >>>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the
nightly

> >>>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

> >>>>

> >>>> Were the Muslims in Saddam'’s Iraq just about to march over to Durango
>>to

> >>>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors
concluded

> >>>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on 'em!
> >>>>

> >>>> \What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
about

> >>> them?

> >>>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people
with

> >>>> little opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used
and

> >>>> manipulated in the process.

> >>>>

> >>>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

> >>>>

> >>>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies.” They're in your closet. They're
> >>>> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

> >>>>

> >>>> Cheers,

>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>> DJ wrote:

> >>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
the

> >>>>>> npature of reality.

> >>>>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

> > nightly
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> >>> news

> >>>>> ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is
> >>>>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd
> >>> rather

> >>>>> be dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife
would

> >>> rather

> >>>>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

> >>>>>

> >>>>>

> >>>>>

> >>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

> > news:44e3ae02@linux...

> >>>>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
> >>> dialog

> >>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
the

> >>>>>> nature of reality.

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> Great post, Sarah.

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> Cheers,

> >>>>>> -Jamie

> >>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> Sarah wrote:

> >>>>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |

> >>> |earned

> >>>>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel
> >>> compelled

> >>>>> 10

> >>>>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
> >>> wrong

> >>>>>n

> >>>>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still
trying

> >>> to

> >>>>> view

> >>>>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to
call

> >>>>>"me."

> >>>>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant.

> > Faith

> >>> s

> >>>>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not
> >>> rest

> >>>>> 0n
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> >>>>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own

> > definition

> >>>>> f

> >>>>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to
me.

> >>> |f

> >>>>>you

> >>>>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? |

believe

> >in

> >>>>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

> >>>>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

> >>55>>5>>

> >>>>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |

> >>> personally

> >>>>>do

> >>>>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and |
see

> >>>no

> >>>>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
> >>> claims.

> >>5>>> |

> >>>>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel

> > truly

> >>>>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe
> > this

> >>>>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very

> > superficial

> >>>>> and

> >>>>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think
> >it's

> >>>>> silly

> >>>>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in
> > the

> >>>>> sky."

> >>>>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the

> > opposite,

> >>>my

> >>>>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient
> >>> dogma

> >>>>> that

> >>>>>>> | have no reason to believe.

> >>5>5>>5>>

> >>>>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer
> > words:

> >>> |

> >>>>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
> > time
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> >>>>> a(go),

> >>>>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
> > believe

> >>>>> that

> >>>>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a
> >>>>> smattering

> >>>>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because

it

> >>>>> claims

> >>>>>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
> > human

> >>>>> beings

> >>>>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible
is

> >>> the

> >>>>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
> > peing.

> >>>>>>> | ke the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you
believe

>>in

>>>> g

> >>>>> way

> >>>>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know
WHAT

> >>>you

> >>>>>>> believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some
years.

> >>>>> What |

> >>>>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?

> > Because

> >>>>> you

> >>>>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
> >>> parents

> >>>>>>> pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
> >>>>> happened

> >>>>>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been
born

> >>>in

> >>>>>>> India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

> >>>>>>>

> >>>>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
> >>>>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does
this

> >>>>> make

> >>>>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough
of

>>a

> >>>>> threat
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> >>>>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill
> > him?

> >>>>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to
share

> >>> with

> >>>>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no

right

>>or

> >>>>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in
God,

> >>>>> Heaven,

> >>>>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to
behave

> >>>>>>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based
effectually

> >>> 0N

> >>>>>>> sgympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis
>>is

> >>>>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be

> >>> restrained

> >>>>> by

> >>>>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death." - Albert

> > Einstein

> >>>>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because
the

> >>>>> evil of

> >>>>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
> >>> what

> >>>>> has

> >>>>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
> >>> pelieve

> >>>>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about

> > the

> >>>>>>> potential consequences of this.

> >>53>>>>

> >>>>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another

hour

> >>>>> that |

> >>>>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by
> > now

> >>>>> that

> >>>>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer
clings

>>>>10

> >>>>>>> them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
> >>>>> beliefs

> >>>>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs
are
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> >>> not

> >>>>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

> >>53>>>>

> >>>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

> >>53>>>>

> >>>>>>> Sarah

> >>5>5>>5>>

> >>5>5>>5>>

> >>>>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message

> > news:44e23a46%$1@linux...

> >>>>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> >>>>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by
> >>> faith.

> >>>>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

> >>>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call

>> God

> >>>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
> >>>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
> > are

> >>>>>>>> human at the source.

> >S5335>3>>>

> >>>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

> >53>5>5>5>>

> >>>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
> >>>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

> >>>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

> >35355>5>>>

> >35355>5>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
> > then

> >>>>> |eft

> >>>>>>>> |t

> >>>>>>>>> yUp to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

> >>> competition.

> >>>>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

> >>>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
> >>>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
> >>>>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

> >S5335>5>>>

> >>>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

> >53>5>5>5>>

> >53>5>5>5>>

> >>>>>>>>> The

> >>>>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical
and

> >>>>>>>>> effective

> >>>>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

> >>>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
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> >>>>>>>> rules”.

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
> >>>>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

> >S>>>>>>>

> >S>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm

> > fine

> >>>>> with

> >>>>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be

fun

>>to

> >>5>>> say

> >>>>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be

honest

> >>>>> here

> >S>>>>>>> --

> >>>>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
> > then.

> >>>>> And

> >>>>>>>> |I'm

> >>>>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
> >>> |t's

> >>>>> just

> >>>>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly

> >>> packward

> >>>>>>>>> human

> >>>>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
> >>> inspired

> >>>>> hy

> >>>>>>>> g

> >>>>>>>>> supreme being.

> >>>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

> >>>>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
> >>>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
> >>>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
> >>>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
> >>>>>>>> themselves...

> >S>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

> >>>>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

> >>>>>>>>

> >S>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead

> > |raqis

> >>>>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.

> > What

> >>>>> do
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> >>>>>>>>Yyou

> >>>>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of

> >>> prown

> >>>>>>>>> rice?

> >>>>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
>>>> 1007

> >>>>>>>> 5007

> >>>>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were
innocent

> >>> and

> >>>>>>>>> their

> >>>>>>>>> families.

> S5>5>53>5>5>>

> >>>>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded
or

> >>>>> maimed.

> >>>>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
> > think

> >>>>> of

> >>>>>>>> some

> >>>>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't,
but

> >>> t's

> >>>>> g

> >>>>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
> >>> jumpsuits

> >>>>> and

> S5>5>5>3>5>5>>

> >>>>>>>>> Sarah

> >>>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
> >>>>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in
all

> >>>>>>>>wars. This is no different.  Would you broadcast from Dresden
> >>>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules,
you

> >>>>>>>> would have to.

> >5>535>3>>>

> >>>>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring

> > themselves

>>>>10

> >>>>> do

> >>>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

> >>>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
> >>>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

> >>>>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

> >5>53>5>5>>

> >>>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the

Page 275 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

> >>>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
> >>>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms,

to

> >>> Kill

> >>>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

> >>>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

> >>>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.
> >S>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> DC

> >S>>>>>>>

> >S>>>>>>>

> >S>>>>>>>

> >>>

> >

> >

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Deegj [1] on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 15:14:20 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Jamie,

Here's some food for though vis-a-vis the Islamic fundamentalist situation
(as if thgere wasn't enough already).

http://www.iranfocus.com/modules/wfchannel/index.php?pagenum =1

The links relative to women and human rights are pretty grotesque. Yeah, |
realize that there is the Guantanamo thing to counter with (though | don't
buy it personally) and the "well, look at our inhumane laws regarding drug
offenses and racism" argument ("some" of which | definitely do buy) but man,
the Islamic Utopia is in a whole 'nuther league.

"Sure m'am, we've got chardours. What shade of black would you prefer?
Here's something nice to match the color of the revolutionary jackboot.”

Regards,
Degj

"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e40472@linux...
>

> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious

cycle.

>

> We retaliated against Iraq for 9/11, even though Iraq was not involved

> in the attack.
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>
> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots

> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

>

> | dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of what

> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

>

> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>

>

> DJ wrote:

> >> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
> > them?

> > Interesting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a

local

> > church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and
American

> > Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims whether
they

> > would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of

other

> > religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before

the

> > Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he
never

> > gave a straight answer.

> >

> >

> > "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3f062@linux...
> >> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

> >> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing for

> >> disagreement.

> >>

> >> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the nightly

> >> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

> >>

> >> Were the Muslims in Saddam's Iraq just about to march over to Durango
to

> >> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors concluded
> >> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on 'em!

> >>

> >> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
> > them?

> >> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people with
> >> |ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used and
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> >> manipulated in the process.

> >>

> >> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

> >>

> >> Muslims, the new, improved "commies.” They're in your closet. They're
> >> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

> >>

> >> Cheers,

>>> -Jamie

>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>

> >>

> >> DJ wrote:

> >>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
> >>>> nature of reality.

> >>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

nightly

> > news

> >>> bloodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is

> >>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd

> > rather

> >>> pbe dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would
> > rather

> >>>die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

> >>>

> >>>

> >>>

> >>>"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message
news:44e3ae02@linux...

> >>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
> > dialog

> >>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
> >>>> nature of reality.

> >>>>

> >>>> Great post, Sarah.

> >>>>

> >>>> Cheers,

>>>>> -Jamie

> >>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>> Sarah wrote:

> >>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |

> > |earned

> >>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel

> > compelled

>>>> 10

> >>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
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> > wrong

> >>>in

> >>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying
>>10

> >>> view

> >>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call
> >>>"me."

> >>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant.

Faith

>>is

> >>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not

> > rest

> >>> 0n

> >>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own
definition

> >>> f

> >>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.
> > |f

> >>>you

> >>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe
in

> >>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

> >>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

> >>>>>

> >>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |

> > personally

> >>> do

> >>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see
>>no

> >>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
> > claims.

> >>> |

> >>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel
truly

> >>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe
this

> >>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very
superficial

> >>> and

> >>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think
it's

> >>> silly

> >>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in
the

> >>> sky."

> >>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the
opposite,

>>my

Page 279 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

> >>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient

> > dogma

> >>> that

> >>>>> | have no reason to believe.

> >>>>>

> >>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer
words:

> > |

> >>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
time

> >>> ago),

> >>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
believe

> >>> that

> >>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a

> >>> smattering

> >>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it

> >>> claims

> >>>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
human

> >>> beings

> >>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is
> > the

> >>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
being.

> >>>>>

> >>>>> | ike the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe
in

>>a

> >>> way

> >>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT
> >vyou

> >>>>> believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.
> >>> What |

> >>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?
Because

> >>>you

> >>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
> > parents

> >>>>> believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
> >>> happened

> >>>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born
>>in

> >>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

> >>>>>

> >>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
> >>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this
> >>> make
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> >>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of
a

> >>> threat

> >>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to Kill
him?

> >>>>>

> >>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share
> > with

> >>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right

or

> >>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
> >>> Heaven,

> >>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
> >>>>> accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually
>>0n

> >>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis

is

> >>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be

> > restrained

> >>> py

> >>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert
Einstein

> >>5>>>

> >>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the
> >>> evil of

> >>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
> > what

> >>> has

> >>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
> > believe

> >>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about

the

> >>>>> potential consequences of this.

> >>>>>

> >>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour

> >>> that |

> >>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by
now

> >>> that

> >>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings
>>t0

> >>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,

> >>> peliefs

> >>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are
> > not

> >>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

> >>>5>>

> >>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.
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> >>>>>

> >>>>> Sarah

> >>>>>

> >>>>>

> >>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message
news:44e23a46%$1@linux...

> >>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> >>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by

> > faith.

> >>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

> >>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call

God

> >>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
> >>>>>> gsolely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
are

> >>>>>> human at the source.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

> >>5>3>>>

> >>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
> >>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

> >>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

> >>5>5>>>

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
then

> >>> |eft

> >>>>>> jt

> >>>>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

> > competition.

> >>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

> >>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake

> >>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
> >>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

> >>5>3>>>

> >>5>3>>>

> >>>>>>> The

> >>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
> >>>>>>> effective

> >>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

> >>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

> >>>>>> rules”.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
> >>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

> >>5>5>5>>
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> >>5>>>>

> >>>>>>> Ag far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm

fine

> >>> with

> >>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun
to

> >>> say

> >>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

> >>> here

> >>5>5>5>> --

> >>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
then.

> >>> And

> >>>>>> |I'm

> >>>>>>> gsorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
>>|t's

> >>> just

> >>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly

> > packward

> >>>>>>> human

> >>>>>>> gocieties thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
> > inspired

> >>> by

> >>>>>> g

> >>>>>>> supreme being.

> >>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

> >>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
> >>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
> >>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
> >>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
> >>>>>> themselves...

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

> >>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead
Iraqgis

> >>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.
What

> >>> do

> >>>>>>you

> >>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bow! of

> > prown

> >>>>>>> rice?

> >>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
> >1007?

> >>>>>> 5007
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> >>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent
> > and

> >>>>>>> their

> >>>>>>> families.

> >>>>>>>

> >>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
> >>> maimed.

> >>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
think

> >>> of

> >>>>>> some

> >>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but
> >it's

> >>> a

> >>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
> > jumpsuits

> >>> and

> >>>>>>>

> >>>>>>> Sarah

> >>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
> >>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
> >>>>>>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
> >>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
> >>>>>> would have to.

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring
themselves

>>to

> >>>do

> >>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

> >>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
> >>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

> >>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
> >>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
> >>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to

> > Kkill

> >>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

> >>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

> >>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> DC

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>>

> >>>
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> >
> >

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 15:58:50 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| am not a fan of dictatorships, theocracies or royalty. So you don't
have to waste any time convincing me on that point. But I'll check out
your link.

| am also not a fan of scapegoating and generalizing to justify war.

| am a fan of freedom, including freedom of religion. Aggressive
self-righteousness by any group is problematic. Too bad it works so well
for empire building. It's certainly something to be aware of in other
countries and especially in our own.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

DJ wrote:

> Hi Jamie,

>

> Here's some food for though vis-a-vis the Islamic fundamentalist situation
> (as if thgere wasn't enough already).

>

> http://www.iranfocus.com/modules/wfchannel/index.php?pagenum =1

>

> The links relative to women and human rights are pretty grotesque. Yeah, |
> realize that there is the Guantanamo thing to counter with (though | don't

> buy it personally) and the "well, look at our inhumane laws regarding drug
> offenses and racism" argument ("some" of which | definitely do buy) but man,
> the Islamic Utopia is in a whole 'nuther league.

>

> "Sure m'am, we've got chardours. What shade of black would you prefer?
> Here's something nice to match the color of the revolutionary jackboot.”

>

> Regards,

>

> Deegj

>

> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e40472@Ilinux...
>> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious

> cycle.

>> We retaliated against Iraqg for 9/11, even though Irag was not involved
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>> in the attack.

>>

>> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

>> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots

>> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

>>

>> | dunno Degj. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of what
>> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

>>

>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>

>>

>> DJ wrote:

>>>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
>>> them?

>>> |nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a

> local

>>> church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and

> American

>>> |Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims whether
> they

>>> would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of

> other

>>> religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before

> the

>>> Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he

> never

>>> gave a straight answer.

>>>

>>>

>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3f062@linux...
>>>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

>>>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing for
>>>> disagreement.

>>>>

>>>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the nightly
>>>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

>>>>

>>>> Were the Muslims in Saddam's Iraq just about to march over to Durango
> 1o

>>>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors concluded
>>>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on 'em!
>>>>

>>>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
>>> them?

>>>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people with
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>>>> |ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used and
>>>> manipulated in the process.

>>>>

>>>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

>>>>

>>>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies.”" They're in your closet. They're
>>>> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

>>>>

>>>> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> DJ wrote:

>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
>>>>>> nature of reality.

>>>>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

> nightly

>>> news

>>>>> ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is
>>>>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd
>>> rather

>>>>> pe dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would
>>> rather

>>>>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.
>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

> news:44e3ae02@linux...

>>>>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
>>> dialog

>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
>>>>>> nature of reality.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Great post, Sarah.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>>  -Jamie

>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Sarah wrote:

>>>>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |

>>> |earned

>>>>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel

>>> compelled

>>>>> t0
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>>>>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
>>> wrong

>>>>> n

>>>>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying
>>> 1o

>>>>> view

>>>>>>> me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to call
>>>>> "me."

>>>>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant.

> Faith

>>> s

>>>>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not
>>> rest

>>>>> 0n

>>>>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own

> definition

>>>>> f

>>>>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.
>>> |f

>>>>> you

>>>>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe

> in

>>>>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>S>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |
>>> personally

>>>>> do

>>>>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see
>>>no

>>>>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
>>> claims.

>S>>>> |

>>>>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel

> truly

>>>>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe
> this

>>>>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very

> superficial

>>>>> and

>>>>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think

> it's

>>>>> silly

>>>>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in
> the

>>>>> gky."

>>>>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the

> opposite,
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>>> my
>>>>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient

>>> dogma

>>>>> that

>>>>>>> | have no reason to believe.

>S>>>>>>

>>>>>>> \Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer

> words:

>>> |

>>>>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
> time

>>>>> a(go0),

>>>>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to

> believe

>>>>> that

>>>>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a
>>>>> smattering

>>>>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it
>>>>> claims

>>>>>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient

> human

>>>>> peings

>>>>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is
>>> the

>>>>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme

> being.

>>>>>>> Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe
>in

>>> g

>>>>> way

>>>>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT
>>> you

>>>>>>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.
>>>>> \What |

>>>>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?

> Because

>>>>> you

>>>>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
>>> parents

>>>>>>> pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
>>>>> happened

>>>>>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born
>>>in

>>>>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?
>S>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this
>>>>> make
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>>>>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of
>a

>>>>> threat

>>>>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill

> him?

>>>>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share
>>> with

>>>>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right

> or

>>>>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
>>>>> Heaven,

>>>>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>>>>>>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually
>>> 0N

>>>>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis

> is

>>>>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be

>>> restrained

>>>>> py

>>>>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert

> Einstein

>>>>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the
>>>>> evil of

>>>>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
>>> what

>>>>> has

>>>>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
>>> pelieve

>>>>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about

> the

>>>>>>> potential consequences of this.

S>>5>5>>>

>>>>>>> But | have to be honest .. . . | feel like | just wasted another hour
>>>>> that |

>>>>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by
> now

>>>>> that

>>>>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings
>>> to

>>>>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
>>>>> peliefs

>>>>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are
>>> not

>>>>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> Sarah
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>S5>5>>>>

>S5>5>>>>

>>>>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message

> news:44e23a46$1@linux...

>>>>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by
>>> faith.

>>>>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call

> God

>>>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
> are

>>>>>>>> human at the source.

S>>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

SS>>5>>>>

>>>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,
>>>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

SS>5>5>5>>>

SS>5>5>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
> then

>>>>> |eft

>>>>>>>> jt

>>>>>>>>> yp to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

>>> competition.

>>>>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion
>>>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

S>>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

S5>5>>>>>

SS>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>> The

>>>>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>>>>>>> effective

>>>>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>>>>>> rules”.

S>>5>5>>5>>

>>>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>>>>>> gpinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

S5>5>5>>5>>

S5>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm
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> fine

>>>>> with

>>>>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun
> 1o

>>>>> say

>>>>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest
>>>>> here

SS>5>5>5>>> -

>>>>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
> then.

>>>>> And

>>>>>>>> |I'm

>>>>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
>>> |t's

>>>>> just

>>>>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
>>> packward

>>>>>>>>> human

>>>>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
>>> inspired

>>>>> py

>S>>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>> supreme being.

>>>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.
>>>>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
>>>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>>>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>>>>>>>> themselves...

S>5>5>>5>5>>

>>>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic
>>>>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

SS>5>5>5>>>

SS>>5>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead

> [ragis

>>>>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.

> What

>>>>> do

>>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of

>>> brown

>>>>>>>>> rice?

>>>>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
>>> 1007?

>>>>>>>> 5007

>>>>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent
>>> and
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>>>>>>>>> their

>>>>>>>>> families.

S>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
>>>>> maimed.

>>>>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
> think

>>>>> of

>>>>>>>> some

>>>>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but
>>> jt's

>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
>>> jumpsuits

>>>>> and

>S>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Sarah

>>>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>>>>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in alll
>>>>>>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>>>>>>>> would have to.

>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring

> themselves

>>> to

>>>>> do

>>>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>>>>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

SS>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to
>>> Kill

>>>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.
>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> DC

S>>>>>>>

>S>>>>>>>

>S>>>>>>>

>>>

>

>
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Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 15:58:55 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yes | did answer your question. Islam CAN spread without conquest, we
see it right here in the USA.

So if your point is that it cannot spread with conquest, yes it can and
| gave an example.

On the flip side, Christianity and other religions can and have spread
via conguest. So Islam is not alone in being spread by conquest and
being spread without conquest.

You can argue degrees over history but you can't make a blanket
statement that Islam (or Christianity) is only spread through conquest.

And although it clearly has at times been spread via conquest, you can't
accurately claim that Islam is the only religion to ever be spread

through conquest. You have to look at the larger issue of conquest and
religions overall. Or conquest and enforced atheism, for that matter.

| think the important difference today is that we have a special country

that guarantees freedom of religion. So you can be an atheist and | can

be Islamic. Or | can be Baptist and you can be Unitarian. | can be

Branch Davidian Reformed and you can be Pagan. | can be MAC-IAN and you
can be MICROSOFT-IAN (oops, wrong religious debate... ;»)

One of the biggest challenges we face, back to my point again, is how to
have constructive dialog between people who operate from very different
assumptions about the nature of reality.

| think Jefferson had it right. Let people freely choose their religious
affiliations, and keep any one religion from being the official

religion. This requires a tolerance for freedom that sometimes bothers
the more aggressively self-righteous sects but it keeps them from
shooting at each other.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

DJ wrote:

> But you still didn't answer my question. Can you name even one? Yes, there
> are examples of Chiristianity being spread by conquest, but there are also

> many examples where it wasn't. In this country, people can practice any

> religion they want. Is that true in countries that are Muslim theocracies?

> Can you name even one?
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>

> Degj

>

> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e47542@linux...
>> How about Hinduism? Sikhism? Buddhism?

>>

>> People have converted to Islam right here in the USA. | don't think

>> we've been conquered by anyone lately (aside from the neo-con takeover

>> still in progress, maybe neo-cons are secretly Islamic? ;*)

>>

>> | will grant you that conquering and spreading religious doctrine have

>> gone hand in hand in the past, notably by various Islamic AND Christian

>> sects. You start mixing religion and government and that's what you get.

>> Religion becomes a tool of empire.

>>

>> I'm with Jefferson on this one.

>>

>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>

>>

>> DJ wrote:

>>> Jamie,

>>>

>>> Can you name even one instance wherein a population becaume Muslim by
> any

>>> means other than military conquest?

>>>

>>> Deegj

>>>

>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e40472@linux...
>>>> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious
>>> cycle.

>>>> We retaliated against Iraq for 9/11, even though Iraq was not involved
>>>> in the attack.

>>>>

>>>> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

>>>> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots
>>>> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

>>>>

>>>> | dunno Deegj. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of
> what

>>>> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.
>>>>

>>>> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com
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>>>>

>>>>

>>>> DJ wrote:

>>>>>> \What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
> about

>>>>> them?

>>>>> |nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a
>>> |ocal

>>>>> church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and
>>> American

>>>>> |ndians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims

> whether

>>> they

>>>>> would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of
>>> other

>>>>> religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before
>>> the

>>>>> Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he
>>> never

>>>>> gave a straight answer.

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

> news:44e3f062@linux...

>>>>>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The
>>>>>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing

> for

>>>>>> disagreement.

>>>>5>>

>>>>>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the

> nightly

>>>>>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

>S>5>5>>>

>>>>>> \Were the Muslims in Saddam's Iraqg just about to march over to Durango
>>> 10

>>>>>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors

> concluded

>>>>>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on ‘em!
>>5>>>>

>>>>>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
> about

>>>>> them?

>>>>>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people
> with

>>>>>> [ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used

> and

>>>>>> manipulated in the process.

>>>>5>>
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>>>>>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies.” They're in your closet. They're
>>>>>> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

>S>>>>>

>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>>>

>>>>5>>

>>>>>> DJ wrote:

>>>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
> the

>>>>>>>> nature of reality.

>>>>>>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

>>> nightly

>>>>> News

>>>>>>> ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is
>>>>>>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd
>>>>> rather

>>>>>>> be dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife
> would

>>>>> rather

>>>>>>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.
>S>>5>5>>>

>S>>5>5>>>

>S>>5>5>>>

>>>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

>>> news:44e3ae02@linux...

>>>>>>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
>>>>> dialog

>>>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
> the

>>>>>>>> nature of reality.

SS>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>> Great post, Sarah.

SS>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>>>>  -Jamie

>>>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

S>>5>5>>5>>

S>>5>5>>5>>

>>>>>>>> Sarah wrote:

>>>>>>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |
>>>>> |earned

>>>>>>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel
>>>>> compelled

>>>>>>> t0
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>>>>>>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
>>>>> wrong

>>>>>>> n

>>>>>>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still

> trying

>>>>> to

>>>>>>> view

>>>>>>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to

> call

>>>>>>> "me."

>>>>>>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant.
>>> Faith

>>>>> s

>>>>>>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not
>>>>> rest

>>>>>>> 0N

>>>>>>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence.”" You can have your own
>>> definition

>>>>>>> ff

>>>>>>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to
> me.

>>>>> |f

>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? |

> believe

>>>in

>>>>>>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>>>>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

S>>S>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |
>>>>> personally

>>>>>>> o

>>>>>>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and |
> see

>>>>> no

>>>>>>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
>>>>> claims.

>S>>>>>> |

>>>>>>>>> o believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel
>>> truly

>>>>>>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe
>>> this

>>>>>>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very
>>> superficial

>>>>>>> and

>>>>>>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think
>>> it's

>>>>>>> silly
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>>>>>>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in
>>> the

>>>>>>> sky."

>>>>>>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the

>>> opposite,

>>>>> my

>>>>>>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient
>>>>> dogma

>>>>>>> that

>>>>>>>>> | have no reason to believe.

SS>5>>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer
>>> words:

>S>>>> |

>>>>>>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
>>> time

>>>>>>> ago),

>>>>>>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
>>> pelieve

>>>>>>> that

>>>>>>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a
>>>>>>> smattering

>>>>>>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because

> it

>>>>>>> claims

>>>>>>>>> to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
>>> human

>>>>>>> peings

>>>>>>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible
> is

>>>>> the

>>>>>>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
>>> peing.

>>>>>>>>> | ike the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you

> believe

>>>in

>>>>> a

>>>>>>> way

>>>>>>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know

> WHAT

>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some

> years.

>>>>>>> \What |

>>>>>>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?
>>> Because

>S>5>5>>>> you

>>>>>>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
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>>>>> parents

>>>>>>>>> believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
>>>>>>> happened

>>>>>>>>> t0 be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been

> born

>>>>> n

>>>>>>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?
SS>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>>>>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does

> this

>>>>>>> make

>>>>>>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough
> of

>>> a

>>>>>>> threat

>>>>>>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to Kkill
>>> him?

>>>>>>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to
> share

>>>>> with

>>>>>>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no

> right

>>> 0or

>>>>>>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in

> God,

>>>>>>> Heaven,

>>>>>>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to

> behave

>>>>>>>>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based

> effectually

>>>>> 0N

>>>>>>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis
>>> IS

>>>>>>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be
>>>>> restrained

>>>>>>> py

>>>>>>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death."” - Albert

>>> Einstein

>>>>>>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because
> the

>>>>>>> evil of

>>>>>>>>> "ghouls and head choppers"” is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
>>>>> what

>>>>>>> has

>>>>>>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
>>>>> pelieve

>>>>>>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about
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>>> the

>>>>>>>>> potential consequences of this.

SS>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another

> hour

>>>>>>> that |

>>>>>>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by
>>> now

>>>>>>> that

>>>>>>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer

> clings

>>>>> 10

>>>>>>>>> them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
>>>>>>> peliefs

>>>>>>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs
> are

>>>>> not

>>>>>>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

SS>5>>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

SS>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>> Sarah

SS>5>5>5>5>>>

SS>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message

>>> news:44e23a46$1@linux...

>>>>>>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>>>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by
>>>>> faith.

>>>>>>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call

>>> God

>>>>>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>>>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
>>> are

>>>>>>>>>> human at the source.

SS>>535>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

SS>55>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>>>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,
>>>>>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

SS>5>5>5>5>5>>>

SS>5>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
>>> then

>>>>>>> |eft

>S>>>>>>>>> it
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>>>>>>>>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than
>>>>> competition.

>>>>>>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion
>>>>>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>>>>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>>>>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

S>>>>>>>>>

S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> The

>>>>>>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical

> and

>>>>>>>>>>> effective

>>>>>>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>>>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>>>>>>>> rules”.

S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>>>>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>S>>>>>>>>>

>S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Ag far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm
>>> fine

>>>>>>> With

>>>>>>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be

> fun

>>> to

>>>>>>> say

>>>>>>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be

> honest

>>>>>>> here

SS>5>5>55>5>5>> -

>>>>>>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
>>> then.

>>>>>>> And

>S>>>>>>>>> |'m

>>>>>>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
>>>>> |t's

>>>>>>> just

>>>>>>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
>>>>> backward

>>>>>>>>>>> human

>>>>>>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
>>>>> inspired

>>>>>>> phy

>S>>>>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>>>> supreme being.
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>>>>>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.
>>>>>>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
>>>>>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>>>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>>>>>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>>>>>>>>>> themselves...

S>S>>>S>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic
>>>>>>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

S>S>>>>>>>>

S>S>>>S>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead
>>> |raqis

>>>>>>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.
>>> What

>>>>>>> do

>>>>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of
>>>>> brown

>>>>>>>>>>> rice?

>>>>>>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
>>>>> 1007

>>>>>>>>>> 5007

>>>>>>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were

> innocent

>>>>> and

>>>>>>>>>>> their

>>>>>>>>>>> families.

SS>SS>S>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded
> or

>>>>>>> maimed.

>>>>>>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
>>> think

>>>>>>> of

>>>>>>>>>> some

>>>>>>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't,
> but

>>>>> jt's

>>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
>>>>> jJumpsuits

>>>>>>> and

SS>S>S>S>>S>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Sarah

>>>>>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>>>>>>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in
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> all

>>>>>>>>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>>>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules,

> you

>>>>>>>>>> would have to.

S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring
>>> themselves

>>>>> t0

>>>>>>> do

>>>>>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>>>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>>>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>>>>>>>>>> WWI| vets you admire so much, fought and died for.
SS>5>5>55>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>>>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>>>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms,

>to

>>>>> Kill

>>>>>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>>>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>>>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.
S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> DC

S>>>>>>>>>

S>>>>>>>>>

S>S>>>>>>>>

>>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Deej [1] on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 16:03:31 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| doubt very seriously that this country is going to become an Islamic
theocracy without just a little conflits here and there.

"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e490b7@linux...
>

> Yes | did answer your question. Islam CAN spread without conquest, we

> see it right here in the USA.

>

> So if your point is that it cannot spread with conquest, yes it can and

> | gave an example.

>
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> On the flip side, Christianity and other religions can and have spread

> via congquest. So Islam is not alone in being spread by conquest and

> being spread without conquest.

>

> You can argue degrees over history but you can't make a blanket

> statement that Islam (or Christianity) is only spread through conquest.

>

> And although it clearly has at times been spread via conquest, you can't
> accurately claim that Islam is the only religion to ever be spread

> through conquest. You have to look at the larger issue of conquest and
> religions overall. Or conquest and enforced atheism, for that matter.

>

> | think the important difference today is that we have a special country

> that guarantees freedom of religion. So you can be an atheist and | can
> be Islamic. Or | can be Baptist and you can be Unitarian. | can be

> Branch Davidian Reformed and you can be Pagan. | can be MAC-IAN and you
> can be MICROSOFT-IAN (oops, wrong religious debate... ;")

>

> One of the biggest challenges we face, back to my point again, is how to
> have constructive dialog between people who operate from very different
> assumptions about the nature of reality.

>

> | think Jefferson had it right. Let people freely choose their religious

> affiliations, and keep any one religion from being the official

> religion. This requires a tolerance for freedom that sometimes bothers

> the more aggressively self-righteous sects but it keeps them from

> shooting at each other.

>
> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://www.JamieKrutz.com
>

>

> DJ wrote:

> > But you still didn't answer my question. Can you name even one? Yes,
there

> > are examples of Chiristianity being spread by conquest, but there are
also

> > many examples where it wasn't. In this country, people can practice any
> > religion they want. Is that true in countries that are Muslim

theocracies?

> > Can you hame even one?

> >

> > Deej

> >

> > "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e47542@linux...
> >> How about Hinduism? Sikhism? Buddhism?
> >>
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> >> People have converted to Islam right here in the USA. | don't think

> >> we've been conquered by anyone lately (aside from the neo-con takeover
> >> still in progress, maybe neo-cons are secretly Islamic? ;)

> >>

> >> | will grant you that conquering and spreading religious doctrine have
> >> gone hand in hand in the past, notably by various Islamic AND Christian
> >> sects. You start mixing religion and government and that's what you
get.

> >> Religion becomes a tool of empire.

> >>

> >> |'m with Jefferson on this one.

> >>

> >> Cheers,

>>> -Jamie

>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>

> >>

> >> DJ wrote:

> >>> Jamie,

> >>>

> >>> Can you name even one instance wherein a population becaume Muslim by
> > any

> >>> means other than military conquest?

> >>>

> >>> Deej

> >>>

> >>>"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message
news:44e40472@linux...

> >>>> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious
> >>> cycle.

> >>>> We retaliated against Iraq for 9/11, even though Irag was not
involved

> >>>> in the attack.

> >>>>

> >>>> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

> >>>> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative.
Lots

> >>>> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

> >>>>

> >>>> | dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of
> > what

> >>>> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

> >>>>

> >>>> Cheers,

>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com
> >>>>
> >>>>
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> >>>> DJ wrote:

> >>>>>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
> > about

> >>>>> them?

> >>>>> |nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at
a

> >>> |ocal

> >>>>> church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and
> >>> American

> >>>>> |ndians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims

> > whether

> >>> they

> >>>>> would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of
> >>> other

> >>>>> religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds
before

> >>> the

> >>>>> Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and
he

> >>> never

> >>>>> gave a straight answer.

> >>5>>>

> >>5>>>

> >>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

> > news:44e3f062@linux...

> >>>>>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The
> >>>>>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing
> > for

> >>>>>> disagreement.

> >>5>>>>

> >>>>>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the

> > nightly

> >>>>>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

> >>5>>>>

> >>>>>> Were the Muslims in Saddam'’s Iraq just about to march over to
Durango

> >>>10

> >>>>>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors

> > concluded

> >>>>>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on
‘em!

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
> > about

> >>>>> them?

> >>>>>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people
> > with

> >>>>>> [ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used
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>>and

> >>>>>> manipulated in the process.

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies.” They're in your closet.
They're

> >>>>>> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

> >>>>>>

> >>>>>> Cheers,

> >>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>5>5>>>

> >>55>>>

> >>>>>> DJ wrote:

> >>>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
> > the

> >>>>>>>> nature of reality.

> >>>>>>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

> >>> nightly

> >>>>> news

> >>>>>>> ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who
is

> >>>>>>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think
I'd

> >>>>> rather

> >>>>>>> pe dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife
> > would

> >>>>> rather

> >>>>>>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

> >>>>>>>

> >>55>5>5>>

> >>5>5>5>>>

> >>>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

> >>> news:44e3ae02@linux...

> >>>>>>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
> >>>>> dialog

> >>>>>>>> phetween people who operate from very different assumptions about
> > the

> >>>>>>>> nature of reality.

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> Great post, Sarah.

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> Cheers,

> >>>>>>>>  -Jamie

> >>>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>
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> >>>>>>>> Sarah wrote:

> >>>>>>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |
> >>>>> |earned

> >>>>>>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel
> >>>>> compelled

> >>>5>5>>> {0

> >>>>>>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much
consistently

> >>>>> wrong

> >>>>>>> 1N

> >>>>>>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still
> > trying

> >>>>> 10

> >>>>>>> view

> >>>>>>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to
> > call

> >>>>>>> "me.”

> >>>>>>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith™ is pretty much redundant.

> >>> Faith

> >>>>> s

> >>>>>>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does
not

> >>>>> rest

> >>>>>>> 0N

> >>>>>>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own
> >>> definition

> >>>>>>> f

> >>>>>>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to

> > me.

> >>>>> |f

> >>55>5>5>> you

> >>>>>>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? |

> > believe

> >>>in

> >>>>>>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

> >>>>>>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

> >>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |
> >>>>> personally

> >>>>>>> do

> >>>>>>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and |
> > see

> >>>>>No

> >>>>>>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
> >>>>> claims.

> >>>>>>> |

> >>>>>>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel
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> >>> truly

> >>>>>>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to
describe

> >>> this

> >>>>>>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very

> >>> superficial

> >>>>>>> and

> >>>>>>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because |

think

> >>>t's

> >>>>>>> silly

> >>>>>>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy
in

> >>> the

> >>>>>>> gky."

> >>>>>>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the

> >>> opposite,

> >>>>>my

> >>>>>>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to

ancient

> >>>>> dogma

> >>>>>>> that

> >>>>>>>>> | have no reason to believe.

> >S>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer
> >>> words:

> >>>>> |

> >>>>>>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17
(LONG

> >>> time

> >>>>>>> 3(0),

> >>>>>>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
> >>> pelieve

> >>>>>>> that

> >>>>>>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and
a

> >>>>>>> smattering

> >>>>>>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because
> >t

> >>>>>>> claims

> >>>>>>>>> to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
> >>> human

> >>>>>>> beings

> >>>>>>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the
bible

>>is

> >>>>> the

> >>>>>>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
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> >>> being.

> >>>>>>>>> |ike the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you

> > believe

> >>>n

> >>>>>a

> >>>>>>> wWay

> >>>>>>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know

> > WHAT

> >>>>>you

> >>>>>>>>> believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some

> > years.

> >>>>>>> What |

> >>>>>>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?
> >>> Because

> >>5>5>5>>> you

> >>>>>>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
> >>>>> parents

> >>>>>>>>> pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because
you

> >>>>>>> happened

> >>>>>>>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been
> > born

> >>>>>n

> >>>>>>>>> India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

> >35335>5>5>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a
supposedly

> >>>>>>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does
> > this

> >>>>>>> make

> >>>>>>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough
> > of

> >>> a

> >>>>>>> threat

> >>>>>>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to Kill
> >>> him?

> >>>>>>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to
> > share

> >>>>> with

> >>>>>>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no

> > right

> >>> 0r

> >>>>>>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in
> > God,

> >>>>>>> Heaven,

> >>>>>>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to

> > pehave

> >>>>>>>>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based
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> > effectually

> >>>>> 0n

> >>>>>>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious
basis

>>>> s

> >>>>>>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be
> >>>>> restrained

> >>>>>>> py

> >>>>>>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert
> >>> Einstein

> >>>>>>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because
> > the

> >>>>>>> evil of

> >>>>>>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned
about

> >>>>> what

> >>>>>>> has

> >>>>>>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
> >>>>> believe

> >>>>>>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried
about

> >>> the

> >>>>>>>>> potential consequences of this.

> >>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another

> > hour

> >>>>>>> that |

> >>>>>>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned
by

> >>> now

> >>>>>>> that

> >>>>>>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer

> > clings

> >>>>> 10

> >>>>>>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but
again,

> >>>>>>> peliefs

> >>>>>>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs
> > are

> >>>>> not

> >>>>>>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

> >>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

> >>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Sarah

> >>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message
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> >>> news:44e23a46$1@linux...

> >>>>>>>>>> "Sarah” <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> >>>>>>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded
by

> >>>>> faith.

> >>>>>>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

> >>>>>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to

call

> >>> God

> >>>>>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source
is

> >>>>>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all
views

> >>> are

> >>>>>>>>>> human at the source.

> S3>535>5>3>5>5>>

> >>>>>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

> >>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
> >>>>>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

> >>>>>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

> >>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!"
and

> >>> then

> >>>>>>> |eft

> >>>>>>>>>> jt

> >>>>>>>>>>> yp to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

> >>>>> competition.

> >>>>>>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

> >>>>>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive,
bake

> >>>>>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care
if

> >>>>>>>>>>they do? All is permitted.

> >>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

> >>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>>> The

> >>>>>>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical
>>and

> >>>>>>>>>>> effective

> >>>>>>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

> >>>>>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
> >>>>>>>>>> rules”.

> >>>>>>>>>>
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> >>>>>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as
Sarah's

> >>>>>>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care.

I'm

> >>> fine

> >>>>>>> Wwith

> >>>>>>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be

> > fun

> >>>to

> >>5>5>>>> say

> >>>>>>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be

> > honest

> >>>>>>> here

> >S>>>>>>>>> --

> >>>>>>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
> >>> then.

> >>>>>>> And

> >S>>>>>>>>> |'m

> >>>>>>>>>>> s0rry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for
me.

> >>>>> |t's

> >>>>>>> just

> >>>>>>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
> >>>>> packward

> >>>>>>>>>>> human

> >>>>>>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
> >>>>> inspired

> >>>>>>> py

> >>5>3>>>>>>> g

> >>>>>>>>>>> supreme being.

> >>>>>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

> >>>>>>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does
not

> >>>>>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded
in

> >>>>>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection
are

> >>>>>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
> >>>>>>>>>> themselves...

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic
> >>>>>>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead
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> >>> |raqis

> >>>>>>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.
> >>> \What

> >>>>>>> do

> >>>>>>>>>> you

> >>>>>>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl

of

> >>>>> brown

> >>>>>>>>>>> rice?

> >>>>>>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were
terrorists?

> >>>>> 1007

> >>>>>>>>>> 5007

> >>>>>>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were

> > jnnocent

> >>>>> and

> >>>>>>>>>>> their

> >>>>>>>>>>> families.

> S>>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded
> > or

> >>>>>>> maimed.

> >>>>>>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
> >>> think

> >>>>>>> of

> >S>>>>>>>>> some

> >>>>>>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't,
> > put

> >>>>> t's

> >>>>>>> g

> >>>>>>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
> >>>>> jumpsuits

> >>>>>>> and

> S>>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>>> Sarah

> >>>>>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are
no

> >>>>>>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in
> > all

> >>>>>>>>>> wars. This is no different.  Would you broadcast from
Dresden

> >>>>>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules,
> > you

> >>>>>>>>>> would have to.

> S>>>S>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring
> >>> themselves
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> >>>>> to

> >>>>>>> do

> >>>>>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

> >>>>>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
> >>>>>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
> >>>>>>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for
the

> >>>>>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
> >>>>>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms,
>>to

> >>>>> Kill

> >>>>>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
> >>>>>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
> >>>>>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>>> DC

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >S>>>>>>>>>

> >>>

> >

> >

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Deej [1] on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 16:19:11 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Are Christians doing this to former Christians who decide to convert to
Islam?

http://www.iranfocus.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=82 16

"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e490b1@linux...
>

> | am not a fan of dictatorships, theocracies or royalty. So you don't

> have to waste any time convincing me on that point. But I'll check out
> your link.

>

> | am also not a fan of scapegoating and generalizing to justify war.

>

> | am a fan of freedom, including freedom of religion. Aggressive

> self-righteousness by any group is problematic. Too bad it works so well
> for empire building. It's certainly something to be aware of in other

> countries and especially in our own.
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>
> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://'www.JamieKrutz.com

>

> DJ wrote:

> > Hi Jamie,

> >

> > Here's some food for though vis-a-vis the Islamic fundamentalist
situation

> > (as if thgere wasn't enough already).

> >

> > http://www.iranfocus.com/modules/wfchannel/index.php?pagenum =1
> >

> > The links relative to women and human rights are pretty grotesque. Yeah,
I

> > realize that there is the Guantanamo thing to counter with (though |
don't

> > puy it personally) and the "well, look at our inhumane laws regarding
drug

> > offenses and racism" argument ("some" of which | definitely do buy) but
man,

> > the Islamic Utopia is in a whole 'nuther league.

> >

> > "Sure m'am, we've got chardours. What shade of black would you prefer?
> > Here's something nice to match the color of the revolutionary jackboot."
> >

> > Regards,

> >

> > Deej

> >

> > "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e40472@linux...
> >> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious

> > cycle.

> >> We retaliated against Iraq for 9/11, even though Iraq was not involved
> >> in the attack.

> >>

> >> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

> >> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots
> >> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

> >>

> >> | dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of
what

> >> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

> >>

> >> Cheers,

>>> -Jamie

> >> http://www.JamieKrutz.com
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> >>

> >>

> >> DJ wrote:

> >>>> \What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
about

> >>> them?

> >>> |nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a
> > |ocal

> >>> church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and

> > American

> >>> Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims
whether

> > they

> >>> would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of

> > other

> >>> religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before
> > the

> >>> Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he
> > never

> >>> gave a straight answer.

> >>>

> >>>

> >>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message
news:44e3f062@Ilinux...

> >>>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

> >>>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing

for

> >>>> disagreement.

> >>>>

> >>>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the
nightly

> >>>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

> >>>>

> >>>> Were the Muslims in Saddam's Iraq just about to march over to Durango
>>to

> >>>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors
concluded

> >>>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on ‘em!
> >>>>

> >>>> \What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
about

> >>> them?

> >>>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people
with

> >>>> |ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used
and

> >>>> manipulated in the process.

> >>>>
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> >>>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

> >>>>

> >>>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies." They're in your closet. They're
> >>>> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

> >>>>

> >>>> Cheers,

>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>>>

> >>>>

> >>>> DJ wrote:

> >>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
the

> >>>>>> npature of reality.

> >>>>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

> > nightly

> >>> news

> >>>>> ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is
> >>>>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd
> >>> rather

> >>>>> be dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife
would

> >>> rather

> >>>>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

> >>>>>

> >>>>>

> >>>>>

> >>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

> > news:44e3ae02@linux...

> >>>>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
> >>> dialog

> >>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
the

> >>>>>> nature of reality.

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> Great post, Sarah.

> >>5>3>>>

> >>>>>> Cheers,

> >>>>>> -Jamie

> >>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> >>5>5>>>

> >>5>5>>>

> >>>>>> Sarah wrote:

> >>>>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |

> >>> |earned

> >>>>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel

> >>> compelled

> >>>>> 10
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> >>>>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
> >>> wrong

> >>>>>n

> >>>>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still
trying

> >>> 10

> >>>>> view

> >>>>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to
call

> >>>>> "me."

> >>>>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith” is pretty much redundant.

> > Faith

>>>> s

> >>>>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not
> >>> rest

> >>>>> 0n

> >>>>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own

> > definition

> >>>>> f

> >>>>>>> you heed to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to
me.

> >>> |f

> >>>>> you

> >>>>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? |

believe

> >in

> >>>>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

> >>>>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

> >>>>>>>

> >>>>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |
> >>> personally

> >>>>> do

> >>>>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and |
see

> >>>no

> >>>>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
> >>> claims.

> >>>>> |

> >>>>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel
> > truly

> >>>>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe
> > this

> >>>>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very

> > superficial

> >>>>> and

> >>>>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think
>>it's

> >>>>> silly

Page 320 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

> >>>>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in
> > the

> >>>>> sky."

> >>>>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the

> > opposite,

> >>>my

> >>>>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient

> >>> dogma

> >>>>> that

> >>>>>>> | have no reason to believe.

> >>5>5>>5>>

> >>>>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer

> > words:

> >>> |

> >>>>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
> > time

> >>>>> (o),

> >>>>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
> > pelieve

> >>>>> that

> >>>>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a
> >>>>> smattering

> >>>>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because

it

> >>>>> claims

> >>>>>>> to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
> > human

> >>>>> beings

> >>>>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible
is

> >>> the

> >>>>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
> > bpeing.

> >>>>>>> | ke the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you
believe

>>in

> >>> a

> >>>>> way

> >>>>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know
WHAT

> >>> you

> >>>>>>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some
years.

> >>>>> What |

> >>>>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?

> > Because

> >>>>>you

> >>>>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
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> >>> parents

> >>>>>>> pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
> >>>>> happened

> >>>>>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been
born

> >>>n

> >>>>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

> >>5>5>>5>>

> >>>>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
> >>>>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does
this

> >>>>> make

> >>>>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough
of

>>a

> >>>>> threat

> >>>>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill

> > him?

> >>>>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to
share

> >>> with

> >>>>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no

right

> > or

> >>>>>>> wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in
God,

> >>>>> Heaven,

> >>>>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to
behave

> >>>>>>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based
effectually

> >>> 0n

> >>>>>>> gympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis
>>is

> >>>>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be

> >>> restrained

> >>>>> by

> >>>>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert

> > Einstein

> >>>>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because
the

> >>>>> evil of

> >>>>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
> >>> what

> >>>>> has

> >>>>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
> >>> pelieve

> >>>>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about
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> > the

> >>>>>>> potential consequences of this.

> >>53>>>>

> >>>>>>> But | have to be honest. . . | feel like | just wasted another

hour

> >>>>> that |

> >>>>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by
> > now

> >>>>> that

> >>>>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer
clings

>>>>10

> >>>>>>> them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
> >>>>> peliefs

> >>>>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs
are

> >>> not

> >>>>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

> >>53>5>>>

> >>>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

> >>53>>>>

> >>>>>>> Sarah

> >>5>3>>>>

> >>5>53>>5>>

> >>>>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message

> > news:44e23a46%$1@linux...

> >>>>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

> >>>>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by
> >>> faith.

> >>>>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

> >>>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call

>> God

> >>>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
> >>>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
> > are

> >>>>>>>> human at the source.

> >S>533>5>>>

> >>>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

> >S5335>5>>>

> >>>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
> >>>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

> >>>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

> >>53>5>5>>>

> >>5355>5>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
> > then

> >>>>> |eft

> >>S>>>>>> |t

Page 323 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR' S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

> >>>>>>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

> >>> competition.

> >>>>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

> >>>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
> >>>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
> >>>>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> The

> >>>>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical
and

> >>>>>>>>> effective

> >>>>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

> >>>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
> >>>>>>>> rules”.

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
> >>>>>>>> gpinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm

> > fine

> >>>>> with

> >>>>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be

fun

>>10

> >>>>> say

> >>>>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be

honest

> >>>>> here

> S5>5>5>5>5>5> --

> >>>>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
> > then.

> >>>>> And

> >>>>>>>> |I'm

> >>>>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so” doesn't work for me.
> >>> |t's

> >>>>> just

> >>>>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
> >>> pbackward

> >>>>>>>>> human

> >>>>>>>>> gocieties thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
> >>> inspired

> >>>>> hy

> >>>>>>>> g

> >>>>>>>>> supreme being.
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> >>>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

> >>>>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
> >>>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
> >>>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
> >>>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
> >>>>>>>> themselves...

> >S>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

> >>>>>>>> assumptions about existence.

> >S>>>>>>>

> >S>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead

> > [raqis

> >>>>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.

> > What

> >>>>> do

> >>>>>>>> you

> >>>>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bow! of

> >>> brown

> >>>>>>>>> rice?

> >>>>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
> >>>1007?

> >>>>>>>> 5007

> >>>>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were
innocent

> >>> and

> >>>>>>>>> their

> >>>>>>>>> families.

> >S>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded
or

> >>>>> maimed.

> >>>>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
> > think

> >>>>> of

> >>>>>>>> some

> >>>>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't,
but

> >>> t's

> >>>>> g

> >>>>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
> >>> jumpsuits

> >>>>> and

> >S>>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>> Sarah

> >>>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
> >>>>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in
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all

> >>>>>>>>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
> >>>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules,
you

> >>>>>>>> would have to.

> >S>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring

> > themselves

> >>> 10

> >>>>> do

> >>>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

> >>>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
> >>>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

> >>>>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

> >S>3>3>3>3>>>

> >>>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
> >>>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
> >>>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms,

to

> >>> Kill

> >>>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

> >>>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

> >>>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

> >S>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>> DC

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>>>>>>

> >>>

> >

> >

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 16:19:54 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

DJ wrote:
> | doubt very seriously that this country is going to become an Islamic

> theocracy without just a little conflits here and there.
>
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> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e490b7@linux...
>> Yes | did answer your question. Islam CAN spread without conquest, we
>> see it right here in the USA.

>>

>> So if your point is that it cannot spread with conquest, yes it can and

>> | gave an example.

>>

>> On the flip side, Christianity and other religions can and have spread

>> via conquest. So Islam is not alone in being spread by conquest and

>> peing spread without conquest.

>>

>> You can argue degrees over history but you can't make a blanket

>> statement that Islam (or Christianity) is only spread through conquest.
>>

>> And although it clearly has at times been spread via conquest, you can't
>> accurately claim that Islam is the only religion to ever be spread

>> through conquest. You have to look at the larger issue of conquest and
>> religions overall. Or conquest and enforced atheism, for that matter.

>>

>> | think the important difference today is that we have a special country
>> that guarantees freedom of religion. So you can be an atheist and | can
>> be Islamic. Or | can be Baptist and you can be Unitarian. | can be

>> Branch Davidian Reformed and you can be Pagan. | can be MAC-IAN and you
>> can be MICROSOFT-IAN (oops, wrong religious debate... ;")

>>

>> One of the biggest challenges we face, back to my point again, is how to
>> have constructive dialog between people who operate from very different
>> assumptions about the nature of reality.

>>

>> | think Jefferson had it right. Let people freely choose their religious

>> affiliations, and keep any one religion from being the official

>> religion. This requires a tolerance for freedom that sometimes bothers
>> the more aggressively self-righteous sects but it keeps them from

>> shooting at each other.

>>

>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com
>>

>>

>> DJ wrote:

>>> But you still didn't answer my question. Can you name even one? Yes,
> there

>>> are examples of Chiristianity being spread by conquest, but there are

> also

>>> many examples where it wasn't. In this country, people can practice any
>>> religion they want. Is that true in countries that are Muslim

> theocracies?

Page 327 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>> Can you name even one?

>>>

>>> Deej

>>>

>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e47542@linux...
>>>> How about Hinduism? Sikhism? Buddhism?

>>>>

>>>> People have converted to Islam right here in the USA. | don't think
>>>> we've been conquered by anyone lately (aside from the neo-con takeover
>>>> still in progress, maybe neo-cons are secretly Islamic? ;")

>>>>

>>>> | will grant you that conquering and spreading religious doctrine have
>>>> gone hand in hand in the past, notably by various Islamic AND Christian
>>>> gects. You start mixing religion and government and that's what you

> get.

>>>> Religion becomes a tool of empire.

>>>>

>>>> |'m with Jefferson on this one.

>>>>

>>>> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>>  http://lwww.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> DJ wrote:

>>>>> Jamie,

>>>>>

>>>>> Can you name even one instance wherein a population becaume Muslim by
>>> any

>>>>> means other than military conquest?

>>>>>

>>>>> Deegj

>S>5>>>

>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

> news:44e40472@linux...

>>>>>> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious
>>>>> cycle.

>>>>>> \We retaliated against Iraq for 9/11, even though Iraq was not

> involved

>>>>>> in the attack.

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!
>>>>>> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative.

> Lots

>>>>>> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

>>>>5>>

>>>>>> | dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of
>>> what
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>>>>>> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.
>>>>>>

>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>>  -Jamie

>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>> DJ wrote:

>>>>>>>> \What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
>>> about

>>>>>>> them?

>>>>>>> |nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at
>a

>>>>> |ocal

>>>>>>> church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and
>>>>> American

>>>>>>> |Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims
>>> whether

>>>>> they

>>>>>>> would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of
>>>>> other

>>>>>>> religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds
> pefore

>>>>> the

>>>>>>> Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and
> he

>>>>> never

>>>>>>> gave a Straight answer.

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

>>> news:44e3f062@linux...

>>>>>>>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The
>>>>>>>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing
>>> for

>>>>>>>> disagreement.

>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the
>>> nightly

>>>>>>>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.
>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> Were the Muslims in Saddam's Iraq just about to march over to
> Durango

>>>>> {0

>>>>>>>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors
>>> concluded

>>>>>>>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on
>'em!
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>>>>>>>> \What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
>>> about

>>>>>>> them?

>>>>>>>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people
>>> with

>>>>>>>> |ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used
>>> and

>>>>>>>> manipulated in the process.

>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies.” They're in your closet.

> They're

>>>>>>>> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

S>>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>>>>  -Jamie

>>>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>> DJ wrote:

>>>>>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
>>> the

>>>>>>>>>> nature of reality.

>>>>>>>>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the
>>>>> nightly

>>>>>>> news

>>>>>>>>> ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who

> is

>>>>>>>>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think

>I'd

>>>>>>> rather

>>>>>>>>> be dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife
>>> would

>>>>>>> rather

>>>>>>>>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.
>>>>>>>>>

>S>>>>>>>>

>S>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

>>>>> news:44e3ae02@linux...

>>>>>>>>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
>>>>>>> dialog

>>>>>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
>>> the

>>>>>>>>>> nature of reality.

S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> Great post, Sarah.
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SS>55>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>>>>>>  -Jamie

>>>>>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

SS>5>5>5>5>5>>>

SS>5>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>> Sarah wrote:

>>>>>>>>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |
>>>>>>> |earned

>>>>>>>>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel
>>>>>>> compelled

>>>>>>>>> 10

>>>>>>>>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much

> consistently

S>>5>5>>> wrong

S>S>S>S>>>>> 0N

>>>>>>>>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still
>>> trying

>S>S>>>>> t0

>>>>>>>>> view

>>>>>>>>>>> me as a "type” rather than just as that unique thing | like to
>>> call

>>>>>>>>> "me.”

>>>>>>>>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant.
>>>>> Faith

>>>>>>> S

>>>>>>>>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does

> not

>>>>>>> rest

>>>>>>>>> 0n

>>>>>>>>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own
>>>>> definition

>>>>>>>>> f

>>>>>>>>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to
>

>>> me.

>>S>>>>> |f

>>>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? |

>>> believe

>>>>> in

>>>>>>>>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>>>>>>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.
SSS5>5>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |
>>>>>>> personally

>>>>>>>>> d0o

>>>>>>>>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and |
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>>> see

>>>>>>> No

>>>>>>>>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
>>>>>>> claims.

S>>>>>>>> |

>>>>>>>>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel
>>>>> truly

>>>>>>>>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to

> describe

>>>>> this

>>>>>>>>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very
>>>>> superficial

>>>>>>>>> and

>>>>>>>>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because |

> think

>>>>> jt's

>>>>>>>>> sjlly

>>>>>>>>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy
>in

>>>>> the

>>>>>>>>> sky."

>>>>>>>>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the

>>>>> opposite,

>>>>>>> my

>>>>>>>>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to

> ancient

>>>>>>> dogma

>>>>>>>>> that

>>>>>>>>>>> | have no reason to believe.

S>S>S>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer
>>>>> words:

S>S>S>>>> |

>>>>>>>>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17

> (LONG

>>>>> time

>>>>>>>>> ago),

>>>>>>>>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
>>>>> pelieve

>>>>>>>>> that

>>>>>>>>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and
>a

>>>>>>>>> smattering

>>>>>>>>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because
>>> jt

>>>>>>>>> claims

>>>>>>>>>>> to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
>>>>> human
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>>>>>>>>> beings

>>>>>>>>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the

> bible

>>> s

>>>>>>> the

>>>>>>>>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
>>>>> peing.

>>>>>>>>>>> | ke the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you
>>> pelieve

>>>>> in

>>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>> way

>>>>>>>>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know
>>> WHAT

S>>5>5>>> you

>>>>>>>>>>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some
>>> years.

>>>>>>>>> What |

>>>>>>>>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?
>>>>> Because

>>>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
>>>>>>> parents

>>>>>>>>>>> phelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because
> you

>>>>>>>>> happened

>>>>>>>>>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been
>>> porn

>>>>>>> in

>>>>>>>>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?
S>SS>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a

> supposedly

>>>>>>>>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does
>>> this

>>>>>>>>> make

>>>>>>>>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough
>>> of

>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>> threat

>>>>>>>>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill
>>>>> him?

>>>>>>>>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to
>>> share

>>>>>>> With

>>>>>>>>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no
>>> right

>>>>> or

Page 333 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR' S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>>>>>>>>>> wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in
>>> God,

>>>>>>>>> Heaven,

>>>>>>>>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to
>>> pehave

>>>>>>>>>>> gecordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based

>>> effectually

>>>>>>> 0N

>>>>>>>>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious

> basis

>>>>> s

>>>>>>>>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be
>>>>>>> restrained

>>>>>>>>> hy

>>>>>>>>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert
>>>>> Einstein

>>>>>>>>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers” because
>>> the

>>>>>>>>> evil of

>>>>>>>>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned

> about

>>>>>>> what

>>>>>>>>> has

>>>>>>>>>>> pheen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
>>>>>>> believe

>>>>>>>>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried

> about

>>>>> the

>>>>>>>>>>> potential consequences of this.

S>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another

>>> hour

>>>>>>>>> that |

>>>>>>>>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned
> by

>>>>> now

>>>>>>>>> that

>>>>>>>>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer
>>> clings

>>>>>>> o

>>>>>>>>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but

> again,

>>>>>>>>> peliefs

>>>>>>>>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs
>>> are

>>>>>>> not

>>>>>>>>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

S>>>>>>>>>>
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>>>>>>>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

SSS55>5>5>3>5>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Sarah

SSS5>5>5>5>5>5>>

SSS55>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message

>>>>> news:44e23a46$1@linux...

>>>>>>>>>>>> "Sarah” <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded
> by

>>>>>>> faijth.

>>>>>>>>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>>>>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to

> call

>>>>> God

>>>>>>>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source
>is

>>>>>>>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all
> views

>>>>> are

>>>>>>>>>>>> human at the source.

SSS5>55>5>3>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

SSS5>55>5>55>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>>>>>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,
>>>>>>>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

SSS55>55>55>5>>

SSS55>55>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!"
> and

>>>>> then

>>>>>>>>> |eft

>S>>>>>>>>>>> jt

>>>>>>>>>>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than
>>>>>>> competition.

>>>>>>>>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion
>>>>>>>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive,

> bake

>>>>>>>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care
> if

>>>>>>>>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

SSS5>5>5>5>55>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

SS>555>55>5>5>>>

SSS55>55>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>>> The

>>>>>>>>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical
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>>> and

>>>>>>>>>>>>> effective

>>>>>>>>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.
>>>>>>>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>>>>>>>>>> rules”.

S>SS>S>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as

> Sarah's

>>>>>>>>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

S>SS>S>>S>S>>>>>

S>SS>S>>S>S>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care.

>1'm

>>>>> fine

>>>>>>>>> With

>>>>>>>>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be
>>> fun

>>>>> {0

>>>>>>>>> sgy

>>>>>>>>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be

>>> honest

>>>>>>>>> here

SSS>SSSS>SS>>> -

>>>>>>>>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
>>>>> then.

>>>>>>>>> And

SSS>>>>>5>>> |I'm

>>>>>>>>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for

> me.

>>>>>>> |t's

>>>>>>>>> just

>>>>>>>>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
>>>>>>> packward

>S>S>>>>>>>>>>> human

>>>>>>>>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
>>>>>>> inspired

>>>>>>>>> hy

S>>>>>>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>>>>>> supreme being.

>>>>>>>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.
>>>>>>>>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does

> not

>>>>>>>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded
> in

>>>>>>>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection
> are

>>>>>>>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>>>>>>>>>>>> themselves...
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SS>SS>S>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic
>>>>>>>>>>>> assumptions about existence.

SS>SS>S>S>>>>>

SS>SS>S>S>S>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead
>>>>> |ragis

>>>>>>>>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.
>>>>> \What

>>>>>>>>> do

>>>>>>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl

> of

>>>>>>> brown

SSSS>S>>>>>>>> rice?

>>>>>>>>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were

> terrorists?

>>>>>>> 100?

>>>>>>>>>>>> 5007

>>>>>>>>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were

>>> innocent

>>>>>>> and

>>>>>>>>>>>>> their

>>>>>>>>>>>>> families.

SSSSS>SS>SS>S>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded
>>> or

>>>>>>>>> maimed.

>>>>>>>>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
>>>>> think

>>>>>>>>> of

S>S>5>>>>>>>>> some

>>>>>>>>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't,
>>> put

>>>>>>> jt's

>S>>>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
>>>>>>> jumpsuits

>>>>>>>>> and

>>>>>>>>>>>>> chains . . . ni-i-i-i-i-ice. | feel better.

SSSS>S>SS>S>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>>> Sarah

>>>>>>>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are
>no

>>>>>>>>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in
>>> all

>>>>>>>>>>>> wars. This is no different.  Would you broadcast from

> Dresden
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>>>>>>>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules,
>>> you

>>>>>>>>>>>> would have to.

S>>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>> We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring
>>>>> themselves

>>>>>>> t0

>>>>>>>>> do

>>>>>>>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>>>>>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>>>>>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>>>>>>>>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.
S>>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for
> the

>>>>>>>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>>>>>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms,
>>> 10

>>>>>>> Kill

>>>>>>>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>>>>>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>>>>>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.
S>>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>> DC

S>>>>>>>>>>>

S>>>>>>>>>>>

S>>>>>>>>>>>

>>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 17:13:02 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

There are untold of examples of man's inhumanity to man via religious
persecution. The enforcement of empire and power has long been tied to
religion.

The Egyptians ruled for thousands of years based on a claim to deity,
and they were brutal to Christian slaves!

The KKK thought they were protecting Christianity by hanging black people!
China persecutes members of Falun Gong!

We could come up with examples all day.
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Are you trying to say that all religious persecution should be stopped
or are you trying to say Islamic religious persecution should be stopped?

Did you somehow think | was advocating putting people to death for their
beliefs? I'm having a hard time figuring out your point, exactly. What
are you getting at?

One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive dialog
between people who operate from very different assumptions about the
nature of reality. That's my point in this thread. Are we living it

here? )

| don't think our assumptions about the nature of reality are that far

apart but we seem to have a difference in our view of religion and

public policy. Specifically (correct me if I'm wrong), you seem to be

very afraid of Muslims, any Muslims, wherever you find them. Whereas it
looks to me that yet another group is being scapegoated, all members
tarred because of the actions of a few, possibly to detract from real
failures in our own foreign policy.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

DJ wrote:

> Are Christians doing this to former Christians who decide to convert to

> [slam?

>

> http://www.iranfocus.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=82 16

>

>

> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e490b1@Ilinux...
>> | am not a fan of dictatorships, theocracies or royalty. So you don't

>> have to waste any time convincing me on that point. But I'll check out
>> your link.

>>

>> | am also not a fan of scapegoating and generalizing to justify war.

>>

>> | am a fan of freedom, including freedom of religion. Aggressive

>> self-righteousness by any group is problematic. Too bad it works so well
>> for empire building. It's certainly something to be aware of in other

>> countries and especially in our own.

>>
>> Cheers,
>> -Jamie

>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com
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>>
>> DJ wrote:

>>> Hi Jamie,

>>>

>>> Here's some food for though vis-a-vis the Islamic fundamentalist

> situation

>>> (as if thgere wasn't enough already).

>>>

>>> http://www.iranfocus.com/modules/wfchannel/index.php?pagenum =1
>>>

>>> The links relative to women and human rights are pretty grotesque. Yeah,
> |

>>> realize that there is the Guantanamo thing to counter with (though |

> don't

>>> puy it personally) and the "well, look at our inhumane laws regarding

> drug

>>> offenses and racism" argument ("some" of which | definitely do buy) but
> man,

>>> the Islamic Utopia is in a whole 'nuther league.

>>>

>>> "Sure m'am, we've got chardours. What shade of black would you prefer?
>>> Here's something nice to match the color of the revolutionary jackboot."
>>>

>>> Regards,

>>>

>>> Deej

>>>

>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e40472@linux...
>>>> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious

>>> cycle.

>>>> \We retaliated against Iraq for 9/11, even though Irag was not involved
>>>> in the attack.

>>>>

>>>> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

>>>> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots
>>>> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

>>>>

>>>> | dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of

> what

>>>> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

>>>>

>>>> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> DJ wrote:

>>>>>> \What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
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> about

>>>>> them?

>>>>> |nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a
>>> |ocal

>>>>> church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and
>>> American

>>>>> |Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims

> whether

>>> they

>>>>> would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of
>>> other

>>>>> religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before
>>> the

>>>>> Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he
>>> never

>>>>> gave a straight answer.

>>5>>>

>>5>>>

>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

> news:44e3f062@linux...

>>>>>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The
>>>>>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing

> for

>>>>>> disagreement.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the

> nightly

>>>>>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

>>>>5>>

>>>>>> Were the Muslims in Saddam's Iraq just about to march over to Durango
>>>t0

>>>>>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors

> concluded

>>>>>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on ‘em!
>S>5>5>>>

>>>>>> \What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do
> about

>>>>> them?

>>>>>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people
> with

>>>>>> |ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used

> and

>>>>>> manipulated in the process.

>>5>>>>

>>>>>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

>>>>5>>

>>>>>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies.” They're in your closet. They're
>>>>>> gfter your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!
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>5>>>>

>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>S>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>> DJ wrote:

>>>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
> the

>>>>>>>> nature of reality.

>>>>>>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

>>> nightly

>>>>> News

>>>>>>> ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is
>>>>>>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd
>>>>> rather

>>>>>>> pe dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife
> would

>>>>> rather

>>>>>>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.
>S5>5>>>>

>S5>5>5>>>

>S>>5>5>>>

>>>>>>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message

>>> news:44e3ae02@linux...

>>>>>>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
>>>>> dialog

>>>>>>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
> the

>>>>>>>> nature of reality.

S>>5>5>>5>>

>>>>>>>> Great post, Sarah.

S>>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>>>>  -Jamie

>>>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

SS>5>5>5>>>

SS>5>5>>>>

>>>>>>>> Sarah wrote:

>>>>>>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |
>>>>> |earned

>>>>>>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel
>>>>> compelled

>>>>>>> 10

>>>>>>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
>>>>> Wwrong

>>>>>>> N

>>>>>>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still
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> trying

>>>>> to

>>>>>>> view

>>>>>>>>> me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to

> call

>>>>>>> "me."

>>>>>>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant.
>>> Faith

>>>>> s

>>>>>>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not
>>>>> rest

>>>>>>> 0N

>>>>>>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own
>>> definition

>>>>>>> if

>>>>>>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to
> me.

>>>>> |f

>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? |

> believe

>>> in

>>>>>>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>>>>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>S>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |
>>>>> personally

>>>>>>> do

>>>>>>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and |
> see

>>>>> no

>>>>>>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
>>>>> claims.

S>S>S>>>> |

>>>>>>>>> o believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel
>>> truly

>>>>>>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe
>>> this

>>>>>>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very
>>> superficial

>>>>>>> and

>>>>>>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because I think
>>> it's

>>>>>>> gilly

>>>>>>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in
>>> the

>>>>>>> sky."

>>>>>>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the
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>>> opposite,

>>>>> my

>>>>>>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient
>>>>> dogma

>>>>>>> that

>>>>>>>>> | have no reason to believe.

SS>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer
>>> words:

>S>S>>> |

>>>>>>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
>>> time

>>>>>>> ago),

>>>>>>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
>>> pelieve

>>>>>>> that

>>>>>>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a
>>>>>>> smattering

>>>>>>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because

> it

>>>>>>> claims

>>>>>>>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
>>> human

>>>>>>> beings

>>>>>>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible
>is

>>>>> the

>>>>>>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
>>> peing.

>>>>>>>>> | ke the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you

> believe

>>>in

>>>>> g

SS>5>5>>> way

>>>>>>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know

> WHAT

>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some

> years.

>>>>>>> \What |

>>>>>>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?
>>> Because

>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
>>>>> parents

>>>>>>>>> believed it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
>>>>>>> happened

>>>>>>>>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been
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> born

>>>>> in

>>>>>>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?
>S>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>>>>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does
> this

>>>>>>> make

>>>>>>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough
> of

>>> g

>>>>>>> threat

>>>>>>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to Kkill
>>> him?

>>>>>>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to
> share

>>>>> with

>>>>>>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no

> right

>>> or

>>>>>>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in
> God,

>>>>>>> Heaven,

>>>>>>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to

> behave

>>>>>>>>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based

> effectually

>>>>> 0n

>>>>>>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis
>>> is

>>>>>>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be
>>>>> restrained

>>>>>>> by

>>>>>>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert

>>> Einstein

>>>>>>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because
> the

>>>>>>> evil of

>>>>>>>>> "ghouls and head choppers” is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
>>>>> what

>>>>>>> has

>>>>>>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
>>>>> pelieve

>>>>>>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about
>>> the

>>>>>>>>> potential consequences of this.

>S>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another
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> hour

>>>>>>> that |

>>>>>>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by
>>> now

>>>>>>> that

>>>>>>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer

> clings

>>>>> 10

>>>>>>>>> them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
>>>>>>> peliefs

>>>>>>>>> gre by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs
> are

>>>>> not

>>>>>>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

SS>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

SS>>>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>> Sarah

SS>5>>5>3>>>

SS>5>>5>3>>>

>>>>>>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message

>>> news:44e23a46$1@linux...

>>>>>>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>>>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by
>>>>> faith.

>>>>>>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call

>>> God

>>>>>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>>>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
>>> are

>>>>>>>>>> human at the source.

SS>5>5>5>5>5>5>>

>>>>>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

SS55>5>5>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>>>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,
>>>>>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

SS>55>5>5>5>5>>

SS>5>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
>>> then

>>>>>>> |eft

>S>S>>>>>>>> jt

>>>>>>>>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

>>>>> competition.

>>>>>>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion
>>>>>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
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>>>>>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>>>>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

SS5>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

SS>5>5>5>5>5>>>

SS>5>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> The

>>>>>>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical

> and

>>>>>>>>>>> effective

>>>>>>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>>>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>>>>>>>> rules”.

SS>>55>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>>>>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

SS>>5>5>3>5>>>

SS>>5>5>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm

>>> fine

>>>>>>> Wwith

>>>>>>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be

> fun

>>>to

>>>>>>> say

>>>>>>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be

> honest

>>>>>>> here

SS>5>5>5>5>5>5>5> -

>>>>>>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
>>> then.

>>>>>>> And

S>S>S>S>S>>>>> |I'm

>>>>>>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
>>>>> |t's

>>>>>>> just

>>>>>>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
>>>>> backward

>>>>>>>>>>> human

>>>>>>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
>>>>> inspired

>>>>>>> py

S>>>5>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>>>> supreme being.

>>>>>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.
>>>>>>>>>> [t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
>>>>>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>>>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
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>>>>>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>>>>>>>>>> themselves...

S>S>S>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic
>>>>>>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

S>S>S>>S>>>>>

S>S>>>S>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead
>>> |raqis

>>>>>>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.
>>> What

>>>>>>> do

>>>>>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of
>>>>> prown

>>>S>>>>>>>> rice?

>>>>>>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
>>>>> 1007

>>>>>>>>>> 5007

>>>>>>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were

> innocent

>>>>> and

>>>>>>>>>>> their

>>>>>>>>>>> families.

SS>S>S>S>>S>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded
> or

>>>>>>> maimed.

>>>>>>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
>>> think

>>>>>>> of

>>>>>>>>>> some

>>>>>>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't,
> but

>>>>> jt's

>>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
>>>>> jumpsuits

>>>>>>> and

>>>>>>>>>>> chains . . . ni-i-i-i-i-ice. | feel better.

SS>S>S>S>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>> Sarah

>>>>>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>>>>>>>>>> |longer able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in
> all

>>>>>>>>>>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>>>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules,

> you
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>>>>>>>>>> would have to.

>S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring
>>> themselves

>>>>> to

>>>>>>> do

>>>>>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>>>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>>>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>>>>>>>>>> WWI| vets you admire so much, fought and died for.
S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>>>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>>>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms,

>to

>>>>> Kill

>>>>>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>>>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>>>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.
>S>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>> DC

>S>>>>>>>>>

S>>>>>>>>>

>S>>>>>>>>>

>>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by TCB on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 17:27:38 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| think there might be some civilians in Gaza who would be interested in the
answer to the other side of that question.

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
>them?

>>

>|nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at a local
>church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and American
>Indians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims whether
they

>would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of other
>religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before the
>Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he never
>gave a straight answer.
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>
>

>"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3f062@Iinux...
>>

>> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

>> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing for

>> disagreement.

>>

>> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the nightly

>> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.

>>

>> Were the Muslims in Saddam'’s Iraq just about to march over to Durango
to

>> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors concluded
>> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on ‘em!

>>

>> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
>them?

>>

>> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people with
>> [ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used and

>> manipulated in the process.

>>

>> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

>>

>> Muslims, the new, improved "commies." They're in your closet. They're

>> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

>>
>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com
>>

>>

>> DJ wrote:

>> >> between people who operate from very different assumptions about the
>> >> nature of reality.

>> >

>> > | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the nightly
>news

>> > ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who is

>> > justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd
>rather

>> > be dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would
>rather

>> > die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

>> >

>> >

>> >
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>> > "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3ae02@linux...
>> >> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
>dialog

>> >> pbetween people who operate from very different assumptions about the
>> >> nature of reality.

>> >>

>> >> Great post, Sarah.

>> >>

>> >> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>> >>

>> >>

>> >> Sarah wrote:

>> >>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |
>learned

>> >>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel
>compelled

>> > {0

>> >>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
>wrong

>>>n

>> >>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying
>to

>> > view

>> >>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to call
>>>"me."

>> >>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith

>is

>> >>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not

>rest

>> > 0n

>> >>> |ogical proof or material evidence.” You can have your own definition
>> > jf

>> >>> you heed to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.
>|f

>> > you

>> >>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe

in

>> >>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

>> >>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>> >>>

>> >>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |
>personally

>>>do

>> >>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see
>no

>> >>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
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>claims.

>> > |

>> >>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

>> >>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe

this

>> >>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
>> > and

>> >>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because I think

it's

>> > silly

>> >>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in

the

>> > sky."

>> >>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite,

>my

>> >>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient
>dogma

>> > that

>> >>> | have no reason to believe.

>> >>>

>> >>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words:
>|

>> >>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
time

>> > ago),

>> >>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe
>> > that

>> >>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a

>> > smattering

>> >>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it

>> > claims

>> >>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
>> > beings

>> >>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible

is

>the

>> >>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
>> >>>

>> >>> Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe
in

>a

>> > way

>> >>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT
>you

>> >>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.
>> > What |

>> >>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
>> > you
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>> >>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
>parents

>> >>> pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
>> > happened

>> >>> to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born
>in

>> >>> India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>> >>>

>> >>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>> >>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this
>> > make

>> >>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of
a

>> > threat

>> >>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?
>> >>>

>> >>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share
>with

>> >>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right

or

>> >>> wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
>> > Heaven,

>> >>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>> >>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually
>on

>> >>> gympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis

is

>> >>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be
>restrained

>> > by

>> >>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein
>> >>>

>> >>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the
>> > evil of

>> >>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
>what

>> > has

>> >>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
>believe

>> >>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about

the

>> >>> potential consequences of this.

>> >>>

>> >>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour

>> > that |

>> >>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by
now

>> > that
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>> >>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings
>to

>> >>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
>> > peliefs

>> >>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are
>not

>> >>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>> >>>

>>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>> >>>

>> >>> Sarah

>> >>>

>> >>>

>> >>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>> >>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>> >>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by
>faith.

>> >>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>> >>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call

God

>> >>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>> >>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
are

>> >>>> human at the source.

>> >>>>

>> >>>> | disagree emphatically.

>> >>>>

>> >>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>> >>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>> >>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>> >>>>

>> >>5>>

>> >>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
then

>> > |eft

>> >>>> t

>> >>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than
>competition.

>> >>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>> >>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>> >>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>> >>>> they do? All is permitted.

>> >>>>

>> >>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>> >>>>

>> >>>>

>> >>>>> The

>> >>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
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>> >>>>> effective

>> >>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>> >>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

>> >>>> rules”.

>> >>>>

>> >>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>> >>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>> >>>>

>> >>>>

>> >>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm

fine

>> > with

>> >>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun

to

>> > say

>> >>>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

>> > here

>> >>>> --

>> >>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.
>> > And

>> >>>> |'m

>> >>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
>|t's

>> > just

>> >>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
>packward

>> >>>>> human

>> >>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
>inspired

>> > by

>> >>>> g

>> >>>>> supreme being.

>> >>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>> >>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>> >>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>> >>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>> >>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>> >>>> themselves...

>> >>>>

>> >>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>> >>>> gssumptions about existence.

>> >>>>

>> >>>>

>> >>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqgis
>> >>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.
What

>> > do

>> >>>> you
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>> >>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of

>brown

>> >>>>> rice?

>> >>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
>100?

>> >>>> 5007

>> >>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent
>and

>> >>>>> their

>> >>>>> families.

>> >>>>>

>> >>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or
>> > maimed.

>> >>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
>> > of

>> >>>> some

>> >>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but
>it's

>>>a

>> >>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
>jumpsulits

>> > and

>> >>>>> chains . . . ni-i-i-i-i-ice. | feel better.

>> >>>>>

>> >>>>> Sarah

>> >>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no

>> >>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>>>>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>> >>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>> >>>> would have to.

>> >>>>

>> >>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves
>to

>>>do

>> >>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>> >>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>> >>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

>> >>>> \WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>> >>>>

>> >>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>> >>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>> >>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to

>kill

>> >>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

>> >>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

>> >>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>> >>>>

>> >>>> DC
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>> >>5>>
>> >>5>>
>> >>5>>
>> >>>
>> >

>> >

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by TCB on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 18:10:29 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

For most of its life Islam was a comparatively tolerant religion. In the

Persian muslim and Ottoman empires local populations were not forced to convert
and could practice whatever religion they wished. Often they we subject to
additional taxes or travel restrictions or restrictive property rights, but

they certainly weren't killed. Most converted.

But the comparison of Islam to Christianity on the conquest front is grossly

unfair. Had Mohammed NOT been an effective soldier and military leader we
would not no know of him. He was born at a time when no religion had a chance
if it couldn't defend and, yes, conquer. Jesus (the historical one | recognize,

not the divine one you believe in) was born into occupied Palestine and had

he had a shred of militant resistance about him his movement would have been
subjected to the violence of the sword the Romans so casually used on non-Romans.
It was precisely because early Christians had no political/military ambitions

that they were allowed to work their way into Roman society. Had they expressed
any ambitions beyond personal salvation they'd have been squashed like bugs.
All of which is to say that there are historical reasons why one religion

might tend toward militaristism than the other.

And then the question becomes, is western 'secular militarism' better than
middle eastern 'religious militarism?' Think of that from the perspective

of a) a middle class American christian, b) a Guatemalan union organizer,

c) and Egyptian medical doctor, d) a Turkish guest worker living in Frankfurt,
and e) a Thai buddhist motorcycle messenger.

TCB

"DJ" <animix_spam-this-ahole_@animas.net> wrote:

>Jamie,

>

>Can you name even one instance wherein a population becaume Muslim by any
>means other than military conquest?

>

>Deegj
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>

>"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e40472@Ilinux...
>>

>> |t's all retaliatory. That's the beauty of the Hatfield/McCoy vicious

>cycle.

>>

>> We retaliated against Iraqg for 9/11, even though Irag was not involved

>> in the attack.

>>

>> No problem, we created a new policy of preemptive retaliation!

>> Preemptive retaliation, think about that oxymoron. Very creative. Lots

>> of pins dropped when we came up with that one.

>>

>> | dunno Deej. | think your forum was a good step. | suppose some of what
>> you observed there illustrates the challenge we're talking about.

>>

>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>

>>

>> DJ wrote:

>> >> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
>> > them?

>> > |nteresting that you should ask. there was recently a forum held at

a

>local

>> > church here. there were Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and
>American

>> > |ndians. Things were going nicely until a Jew asked the Muslims whether
>they

>> > would renounce the use of non-retaliatory violence against those of
>other

>> > religions. You could have heard a pin drop for about 10 seconds before
>the

>> > Muslim gentleman started scooting around like a crawdad........ and he
>never

>> > gave a straight answer.

>> >

>> >

>> > "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44e3f062@Ilinux...
>> >> Reality is measurable. The nature of reality is often debated. The

>> >> challenge is to accept and respect each other while still allowing

for

>> >> disagreement.

>> >>

>> >> Can't let the other go without comment: The bloodletting on the nightly
>> >> news is just a drop in the bucket, we don't see most of it.
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>> >>

>> >> Were the Muslims in Saddam'’s Iraq just about to march over to Durango
>to

>> >> convert your wife? Maybe with all of those WMD the inspectors concluded
>> >> weren't there? Wouldn't work anyway, she'd sic your big dogs on ‘em!
>> >>

>> >> What about the Muslims already in Durango, what are you gonna do about
>> > them?

>> >> Maybe the problem isn't Muslims. Maybe the problem is that people with
>> >> |ittle opportunity turn to fanatics for help and hope, and are used

and

>> >> manipulated in the process.

>> >>

>> >> | don't know why we turn to fanatics here. Fear?

>> >>

>> >> Muslims, the new, improved "commies."” They're in your closet. They're
>> >> after your wife. Vote for me and I'll $$olve the problem!

>> >>

>> >> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>> >>

>> >>

>> >> DJ wrote:

>> >>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
the

>> >>>> nature of reality.

>> >>> | think reality is pretty cut and dried and is evidenced by the

>nightly

>> > news

>> >>> ploodletting. | think the differences are defined in terms of who

is

>> >>> justified in killing whom and for what reason. Thing is, | think I'd

>> > rather

>> >>> pe dead than be forced to be a mulsim....... and | know my wife would
>> > rather

>> >>> die........ and she's mean enough to take quite a few with her.

>> >>>

>> >>>

>> >>>

>> >>> "Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message
>news:44e3ae02@linux...

>> >>>> One of the biggest challenges we face is how to have constructive
>> > dialog

>> >>>> petween people who operate from very different assumptions about
the

>> >>>> nature of reality.

>> >>5>>
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>> >>>> Great post, Sarah.

>> >>>>

>> >>>> Cheers,

>>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>>>  http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>> >>>>

>> >>>>

>> >>>> Sarah wrote:

>> >>>>> (heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . |
>> > |earned

>> >>>>> years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel
>> > compelled

>>>>>t0

>> >>>>> make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently
>> > wrong

>> >>>n

>> >>>>> your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying
>>>10

>> >>> view

>> >>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call
>> >>> "me."

>> >>>>> First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant.
>Faith

>> > s

>> >>>>> essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not

>> > rest

>> >>> 0N

>> >>>>> |ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own
>definition

>> >>> jf

>> >>>>> you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to
me.

>> > |f

>> >>> you

>> >>>>> have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe
>in

>> >>>>> gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,

>> >>>>> demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>> >>>>>

>> >>>>> Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying |

>> > personally

>> >>> do

>> >>>>> not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and |
see

>>>no

>> >>>>> evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent
>> > claims.

>> >>> |
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>> >>>>> do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel
>truly

>> >>>>> connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe
>this

>> >>>>> "supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very
>superficial

>> >>> and

>> >>>>> frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think
>it's

>> >>> gilly

>> >>>>> to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy

in

>the

>> >>> sky."

>> >>>>> | do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the
>opposite,

>> > my

>> >>>>> mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient
>> > dogma

>> >>> that

>> >>>>> | have no reason to believe.

>> >>>>>

>> >>>>> Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer
>words:

>> > |

>> >>>>> have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG
>time

>> >>> ago),

>> >>>>> and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to
>believe

>> >>> that

>> >>>>> the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and
a

>> >>> smattering

>> >>>>> of history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because
it

>> >>> claims

>> >>>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient
>human

>> >>> peings

>> >>>>> whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible
is

>> > the

>> >>>>> word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme
>being.

>> >>>>>

>> >>>>> Like the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe
>in
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>>>a

>> >>> way

>> >>>>> that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT
>> > you

>> >>>>> pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.
>> >>> What |

>> >>>>> don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope?
>Because

>> >>> you

>> >>>>> were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your
>> > parents

>> >>>>> pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you
>> >>> happened

>> >>>>> t0 be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been

born

>>>in

>> >>>>> |ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>> >>5>>>

>> >>>>> Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>> >>>>> omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does
this

>> >>> make

>> >>>>> any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough
of

>a

>> >>> threat

>> >>>>> to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to Kill
>him?

>> >>55>>

>> >>>>> You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share
>> > with

>> >>>>> other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right
>or

>> >>>>> wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in
God,

>> >>> Heaven,

>> >>>>> or Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>> >>>>> gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually
>> > 0n

>> >>>>> sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis
>is

>> >>>>> necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be

>> > restrained

>> >>> py

>> >>>>> fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert
>Einstein

>> >>55>>

>> >>>>> And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers"” because
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the

>> >>> evil of

>> >>>>> "ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about
>> > what

>> >>> has

>> >>>>> peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because |
>> > believe

>> >>>>> that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about
>the

>> >>>>> potential consequences of this.

>> >>>>>

>> >>>>> But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another

hour

>> >>> that |

>> >>>>> could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned
by

>now

>> >>> that

>> >>>>> the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings
>> > to

>> >>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again,
>> >>> peliefs

>> >>>>> are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs
are

>> > not

>> >>>>> wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>> >>>>>

>> >>>>> OK, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>> >>>>>

>> >>>>> Sarah

>> >5>5>>

>> >5>>>

>> >>>>> "DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message
>news:44e23a4631@linux...

>> >>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>> >>>>>>> The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by
>> > faith.

>> >>>>>>> (Speaking from personal experience).

>> >>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call
>God

>> >>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source

is

>> >>>>>> golely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views
>are

>> >>>>>> human at the source.

>> >>>>>>

>> >>>>>> | disagree emphatically.
>> >>5>5>5>>
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>> >>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>> >>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>> >>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>> >3>5>5>>

>> >>3>5>5>>

>> >>>>>>> Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and
>then

>> >>> |eft

>> >>>>>> jt

>> >>>>>>> up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than

>> > competition.

>> >>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>> >>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>> >>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care
if

>> >>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

>> >3>5>>>

>> >>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>> >3>5>>>

>> >3>5>>>

>> >>>>>>> The

>> >>>>>>> "Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical
and

>> >>>>>>> effective

>> >>>>>>> way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>> >>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>> >>>>>> rules”.

>> >>5>5>5>>

>> >>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>> >>>>>> gpinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>> >5>5>5>>

>> >5>5>5>>

>> >>>>>>> As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm
>fine

>> >>> with

>> >>>>>>> the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be

fun

>to

>> >>> say

>> >>>>>>> "what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

>> >>> here

>> >355>5>5> --

>> >>>>>>> none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even
>then.

>> >>> And

>> >>>>>> |'m

>> >>>>>>> sorry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me.
>> > |t's
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>> >>> just

>> >>>>>>> stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly
>> > backward

>> >>>>>>> human

>> >>>>>>> societies thousands of years ago who may or may not have been
>> > inspired

>> >>> py

>> >>>>>>

>> >>>>>>> supreme being.

>> >>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>> >>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
>> >>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded
in

>> >>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>> >>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk” is, by humans to comfort
>> >>>>>> themselves...

>> >>5>5>>>

>> >>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>> >>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

>> >>55>>>

>> >>55>>>

>> >>>>>>> Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead
>[raqis

>> >>>>>>> (conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile.
>What

>>>>> do

>> >5>5>5>>> you

>> >>>>>>> think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl

of

>> > prown

>> >>>>>>> rice?

>> >>>>>>> | don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists?
>>> 1007

>> >>>>>> 5007

>> >>>>>>> 10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent
>> > and

>> >>>>>>> their

>> >>>>>>> families.

>> >>535>3>5>>

>> >>>>>>> Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded
or

>> >>> maimed.

>> >>>>>>> |f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can
>think

>> >>> of

>> >>>>>> some

>> >>>>>>> heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't,
but
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>> > t's

>>>>> a

>> >>>>>>> nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange
>> > jumpsuits

>> >>> and

>> >>>>>>> chains . . . ni-i-i-i-i-ice. | feel better.

>> >35>5>>>

>> >>>>>>> Sgrah

>> >>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>> >>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in
all

>> >>>>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>> >>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules,
you

>> >>>>>> would have to.

>> >>5>5>>>

>> >>>>>> \WWe now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring
>themselves

>> > {0

>> >>> do

>> >>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>> >>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>> >>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>> >>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>> >>5>5>5>>

>> >>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>> >>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>> >>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms,

to

>> > Kill

>> >>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>> >>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>> >>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>> >>5>5>>>

>> >>>>>> DC

>> >>5>5>>>

>> >3>5>>>

>> >3>>>>

>> >>>

>> >

>> >

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Sarah on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 19:03:45 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Well, thank you very much, mate. :) We do the best we can. I'm enjoying
yours, too. Tell ten friends to buy our CD, then they'll tell ten friends,
then they'll tell ten friends . . . .

Hugs,

Sarah

"macle" <Mates9999@cs.com> wrote in message news:44e3cc28%$1@linux...
>

> Oh my gawd, lucifer!

> either way, it's so absurd,

> look around it's

> such a blur you see!!

>

> Why is live and let live so hard? | dunno. Seems so easy.

>

> |'ve taken to burying my head in the sand. Ignorance is bliss
> sort of nearly almost. It'll all work out in the end (except

> for those of us burning in hell for eternity...OUCH!)

>

> Sarah, | listened to the clips on your site...very very

> nice Paris sound. Thumbs up!

>

> Peace brothers and sisters!!

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by rick on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 19:50:21 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

okay, i'll put it in the top two as i'm sure many killings go un
publicized if it doesn't involve population segments not currently
popular on the "oh that's really a shame" or "hey, dems my peeps"
index.

On 17 Aug 2006 23:05:22 +1000, "TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>
>Here's the thing, you'll cause just as much trouble saying it's #5 or #10

>as #1. And | suspected you thought as much which is why | asked. Maybe not.
>Influenza takes a few hundred thousand per year in the off years, so maybe
>over the long haul it's first, just by the yearly grind. But even then |

>doubt it.
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>
>But in any case, just tell the truth as you see it, regardless of the trouble

>it might cause. We need more of that.

>

>TCB

>

>rick <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote:

>>j didn't want to cause trouble by calling it #1

>>

>>0n 17 Aug 2006 06:17:12 +1000, "TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>>

>>>

>>>|'d be interested to hear the nine candidates you would propose ahead of
>it.

>>>

>>>

>>>TCB

>>>

>>>rick <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote:

>>>>sarah

>>>>

>>>>everyone wants to be the holder of "the truth" and feel compelled to
>>>>convince others even if they have to kill them to do it. thankfully
>>>>not all go to that extreme...unfortunately many are willing to do just
>>>>that...on both sides of the argument. religion has to be in the top
>>>>ten Killers of humanity throughout history.

>>>>

>>>>0n Wed, 16 Aug 2006 12:00:26 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
>>>>wrote:

>>>>

>>>>>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . I learned
>>>

>>>>>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled
>>>t0

>>>>>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
>>>in

>>>>>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying

>to

>>>view

>>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing | like to call "me."
>>>>>

>>>>>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith

>is

>>>

>>>>>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest
>>>0n

>>>>>|ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition
>>>if
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>>>>>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me.

>|f

>>>you

>>>>>have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

>>>

>>>>>gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>>>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>>>>>

>>>>>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
>>>do

>>>>>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see
>no

>>>

>>>>>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.
>>> |

>>>>>do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

>

>>>>>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this
>>>

>>>>>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
>>>and

>>>>>frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because I think it's
>>>silly

>>>>>t0 try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the
>>>sky."

>>>>>| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite,

>my

>>>

>>>>>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma
>>>that

>>>>>| have no reason to believe.

>>5>>>

>>>>>\Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words:
>

>>>|

>>>>>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
>>>3(0),

>>>>>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe
>that

>>>

>>>>>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
>>>

>>>>>0f history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims
>>>

>>>>>t0 be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
>beings

>>>

>>>>>whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is
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>the

>>>

>>>>>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
>>>>>

>>>>>| ike the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in
>>>a way

>>>>>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
>>>

>>>>>pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.

> What

>>>|

>>>>>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
>>>y0u

>>>>>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
>>>

>>>>>pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
>>>

>>>>>t0 be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born

>in

>>>

>>>>>India or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>>>>>

>>>>>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>>>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this
>make

>>>

>>>>>any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a
>threat

>>>

>>>>>t0 the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?
>>>>>

>>>>>You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
>>>

>>>>>0ther believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or

>>>

>>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God,
>Heaven,

>>>

>>>>>0r Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave

>

>>>>>gccordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually

>on

>>>

>>>>>gympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is

>

>>>>>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
>>>hy

>>>>>fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein
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>>>>>
>>>>>And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the
>evil

>>>0f

>>>>>"ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
>>>has

>>>>>peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
>>>

>>>>>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

>>>

>>>>>potential consequences of this.

>>>>>

>>>>>But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour

>that

>>>|

>>>>>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
>>>that

>>>>>the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings

>to

>>>

>>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
>>>

>>>>>are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are
>not

>>>

>>>>>wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>>>>>

>>>>>0K, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>>>>>

>>>>>Sarah

>>>>>

>>5>>>

>>>>>"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a46$1@linux...
>>>5>>>

>>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>>>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>>>>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God
>>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>>>>>> human at the source.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?
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>5>>>>

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
>>>left

>>>>>> jt

>>>>>>>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>>>>>

>>5>>>>

>>>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

>S>>>>>

>>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>S>>>5>>

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>>>The

>>>>>>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and

>

>>>>>>>effective

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>>>> rules".

>>>>>>

>>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>>>5>>

>>5>>5>>

>>>>>>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine
>>>with

>S>>>5>>

>>>>>>>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to
>>>Say

>S5>>>>

>>>>>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest

>here

>S5>5>5>> --

>>>>>>>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.
>

>>>And

>>>>>> |'m

>>>>>>>30rry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's
>>>just

>>>>5>>

>>>>>>>gtuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward
>>>
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>>>>>>>human

>>5>>>>

>>>>>>>s0cieties thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
>>>py

>>>>>> g

>>>>>>>supreme being.

>>5>5>>>

>>5>5>>>

>>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not
>>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>>>>>> themselves...

>S>5>5>>>

>>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>>>>>> gssumptions about existence.

>S>5>5>>>

>S>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>>>>>>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What
>>>do

>>>>>> you

>>>>>>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown

>>>

>>>>>>>rice?

>>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100?
>>>>>> 5007

>>>>>>>1000? It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
>>>

>>>>>>>their

>S>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>families.

>S>>>>>>

>>>>>>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>S>5>>>>

>>>>>>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
>>>0f

>>>>>> some

>>>>>>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
>>>a

>>5>5>>>

>>>>>>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
>>>and

>>5>5>>>

S>>5>>>>
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>>>>>>>Sarah

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>>>>>> would have to.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves
>>>to do

>>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>S>5>>>>

>>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to
>kill

>>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>>>>>>

>>>>>> DC

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>

>>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Dedric Terry on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 22:16:18 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

On 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al1@linux, "Jamie K"
<Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>

> We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.
>

> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and ministers
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I've talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing Christianity
than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of church
and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the
Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect Christians to
just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of the
non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity may
seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the
deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even on
this forum.

Let's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really don't
mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many
truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best) as

long as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very
nature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting
substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that
Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow is
responsible for our country going to Iraq (incredibly far from the truth).
Isn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of
slandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider the
arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is
discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need to
ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems to the
faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances. I'm
not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far from
it). 1'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and broadening
the perspectives here.

For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and
probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to build a
memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land is
private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is taking
issue. If we exercise equality of "rights" would that not give me the right

as a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard
promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would violate
the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is

"suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable for
anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone to get
drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst case,
rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know of, at
least hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact opposite,

but yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
rates or corporate corruption.

My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by the
ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that
promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap from
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there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in public
become grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or criminal

action. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of insight

into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get Christians
involved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to protect

the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other examples of
how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is, who
wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and my
family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about. |
really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy well-tempered
discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of being
ostracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

| hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit it is
intended - just something to consider.

Regards,
Dedric

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Aaron Allen on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 22:26:46 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Can anyone confirm or deny this information?
Sources please :)

http://www.aish.com/movies/PhotoFraud.asp

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 23:05:32 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hey Dedric,

If I've said anything that makes you think | am advocating shipping you
and your family out of the country, call me on it and let's talk. | do
not support the making of scapegoats. And we'd miss you around here!
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The Bill of Rights protects religious freedom. | am all for that.

The point I've been trying to make in this thread is that getting people
to talk to each other rather than past each other is a major challenge
when people have very different understandings of the nature of reality.

Yet we must succeed at communicating between groups as diverse as
Christians and Muslims, or for a tougher example, AELC Lutherans and
Wisconsin Synod Lutherans. I'm only half joking about that last one...

In the USA some (not all) members of the following groups feel
persecuted because of religious bias in our culture:

1) Christians (way too diverse a group to be under a single label, BTW).
2) Muslims

3) Jews

4) Sikhs

5) Atheists

6) etc.

| don't know if Buddhists bother feeling persecuted.

| do like the ACLU for the most part, because the Bill of Rights is
constantly under attack. Since it's a fundamental part of what makes the
USA a special place it needs to be looked after. So I'll add:

7) The Bill Of Rights

Even though it's not a group, it protects all of us from a variety of
bad stuff. Hey, it's my list and I'm adding it! :*)

How do we balance different outlooks and perceptions around all this? It
ain't easy. Talking is good, though.

| don't see anything that indicates we are about to outlaw Christianity.
You'll have to convince me on that one. The appropriateness of
government sanctioning of the symbol of one religion over another is an
interesting issue but | wouldn't read that as moving toward banning
Christianity. Probably makes great material for rousing sermons, though,
in some churches, while other churches can and do support the separation
of church and state for religious reasons so their sermons would go the
other way. See how hard it is to generalize about Christianity as one
entity?

Our great Bill of Rights protects Christianity and all its sects. It
seems to me that certain subsets of Christian thought are very
influential in our government right now, hence my comment. I'm not
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seeing that level of influence from other religions.

We should have a conversation about this, Dedric, next time you're up
this way.

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

Dedric Terry wrote:

> 0n 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al1@linux, "Jamie K"

> <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>

>> We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.

>>

>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>

> Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and ministers
> |'ve talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing Christianity

> than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of church
> and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the

> Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect Christians to
> just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of the

> non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity may
> seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the

> deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even on
> this forum.

>

> Let's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really don't
> mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many

> truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best) as

> long as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very

> nature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting

> substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
> strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that

> Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow is

> responsible for our country going to Iraq (incredibly far from the truth).

> Isn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of

> slandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider the
> arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is

> discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need to

> ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems to the
> faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances. I'm
> not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far from
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> it). I'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and broadening

> the perspectives here.

>

> For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and

> probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to build a
> memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land is

> private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is taking

> issue. If we exercise equality of "rights" would that not give me the right

> as a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard

> promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would violate
> the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is

> "suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable for
> anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone to get
> drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst case,
> rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know of, at

> |least hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact opposite,

> but yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
> rates or corporate corruption.

>

> My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by the

> ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that

> promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap from
> there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in public
> become grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or criminal

> action. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of insight

> into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get Christians
> involved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to protect

> the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other examples of
> how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

>

> The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is, who

> wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and my

> family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about. |

> really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy well-tempered

> discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of being

> ostracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

>

> | hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit it is

> intended - just something to consider.

>

> Regards,

> Dedric

>

>

>>

>>

>
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Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by macle on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 23:16:00 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yes, we must spread *the word*!! Our hope is to be bigger than
Jesus, Allah, John Lennon and L.Ron Hubbard put together!!

Rock on Sarah!!

"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
>Well, thank you very much, mate. :) We do the best we can. I'm enjoying

>yours, too. Tell ten friends to buy our CD, then they'll tell ten friends,

>then they'll tell ten friends . . . .

>

>Hugs,

>

>Sarah

>

>

>"macle" <Mates9999@cs.com> wrote in message news:44e3cc28%1@linux...
>>

>> Oh my gawd, lucifer!

>> either way, it's so absurd,

>> |ook around it's

>> such a blur you see!!

>>

>> Why is live and let live so hard? | dunno. Seems so easy.
>>

>> |'ve taken to burying my head in the sand. Ignorance is bliss
>> sort of nearly almost. It'll all work out in the end (except
>> for those of us burning in hell for eternity...OUCH!)

>>

>> Sarah, | listened to the clips on your site...very very

>> nice Paris sound. Thumbs up!

>>

>> Peace brothers and sisters!!

>>

>

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by steve the artguy on Thu, 17 Aug 2006 23:31:20 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

it just so happpens that the two CDs on constant rotation in my car are sarah's
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and yours.
Very very good stuff.

-steve

"macle" <Mates9999@cs.com> wrote:

>

>Yes, we must spread *the word*!! Our hope is to be bigger than
>Jesus, Allah, John Lennon and L.Ron Hubbard put together!!

>

>Rock on Sarah!!

>

>"Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>\Well, thank you very much, mate. :) We do the best we can. I'm enjoying
>

>>yours, too. Tell ten friends to buy our CD, then they'll tell ten friends,
>

>>then they'll tell ten friends . . . .

>>

>>Hugs,

>>

>>Sarah

>>

>>

>>"macle" <Mates9999@cs.com> wrote in message news:44e3cc28%$1@linux...
>>>

>>> Oh my gawd, lucifer!

>>> either way, it's so absurd,

>>> ook around it's

>>> such a blur you see!!

>>>

>>>Why is live and let live so hard? | dunno. Seems so easy.
>>>

>>> |'ve taken to burying my head in the sand. Ignorance is bliss
>>> sort of nearly almost. It'll all work out in the end (except

>>> for those of us burning in hell for eternity...OUCH!)

>>>

>>> Sarah, | listened to the clips on your site...very very

>>> nice Paris sound. Thumbs up!

>>>

>>> Peace brothers and sisters!!

>>>

>>

>>

>
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Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by John [1] on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 00:19:13 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| can confirm it. :-)

"Aaron Allen" <nospam@not_here.dude> wrote:
>Can anyone confirm or deny this information?

>Sources please :)
>

>
>http://www.aish.com/movies/PhotoFraud.asp
>
>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Neil on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 01:42:17 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

LOL! Good point, Thad!
I'll take a shot at a few. Maybe...:

Famine or malnutrition

Influenza (various endemics of such, throughout time)
Old Age (ok, it's kind of a "Duh!", but it's still a killer)
Infection of wounds

Death at the hands (paws) of wild beasts

That's all | can come up with.

Neil

"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>

>I'd be interested to hear the nine candidates you would propose ahead of
it.

>

>

>TCB

>

>rick <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote:

>>sarah

>>

>>everyone wants to be the holder of "the truth" and feel compelled to
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>>convince others even if they have to kill them to do it. thankfully

>>not all go to that extreme...unfortunately many are willing to do just
>>that...on both sides of the argument. religion has to be in the top

>>ten Killers of humanity throughout history.

>>

>>0n Wed, 16 Aug 2006 12:00:26 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
>>wrote:

>>

>>>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

>

>>>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled
>to

>>>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
>in

>>>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to
>view

>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."
>>>

>>>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith

is

>

>>>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest

>on

>>>|ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition
>if

>>>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If
>you

>>>have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

>

>>>gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>>>

>>>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
>do

>>>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
>

>>>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.
> |

>>>do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

>>>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this

>

>>>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
>and

>>>frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because | think it's
>silly

>>>to try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the
>sky."
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>>>| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite,

my

>

>>>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma
>that

>>>| have no reason to believe.

>>>

>>>Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words:

>|

>>>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
>ago),

>>>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe
that

>

>>>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
>

>>>0f history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

>

>>>to be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
beings

>

>>>whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the
>

>>>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
>>>

>>>| ike the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in

>a way

>>>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
>

>>>pelieve, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.

What

>|

>>>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
>you

>>>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
>

>>>helieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
>

>>>to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

>

>>>|ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>>>

>>>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make
>

>>>any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a
threat
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z>>to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?

Z::You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
z>>other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or

>

>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,
>

>>>0r Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>>>accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

>

>>>sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is

>>>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
>by

>>>fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein
>>>

>>>And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil
>of

>>>"ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
>has

>>>peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
>

>>>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

>

>>>potential consequences of this.

>>>

>>>But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that

>|

>>>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
>that

>>>the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to

>

>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
>

>>>are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not
>

>>>wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>>>

>>>0K, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>>>

>>>Sarah

>>>

>>>

>>>"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a4631@linux...
>>>>

>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:
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>>>>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>

>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God
>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>>>> human at the source.

>>>>

>>>> | disagree emphatically.

>>>>

>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,

>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
>left

>>>> jt

>>>>>Up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>>>

>>>>

>>>> |f God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>> they do? All is permitted.

>>>>

>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>>The

>>>>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>>>effective

>>>>

>>>>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>>

>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the
>>>> rules".

>>>>

>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>> gpinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine
>with

>>>>

>>>>>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to
>say

>>>>
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>>>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here
>S>>> -

>>>>>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.

>And

>>>> |'m

>>>>>s0ITy, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's
>just

>>>>

>>>>>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward
>

>>>>>human

>>>>

>>>>>s0cieties thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
>by

>>>> a

>>>>>supreme being.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort

>>>> themselves...

>>>>

>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>>>> gssumptions about existence.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iragis
>>>>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What
>do

>>>> you

>>>>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bow! of brown

>

>>>>>rice?

>>>>

>>>>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 100?
>>>> 5007?

>>>>>10007? It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
>

>>>>>their

>>>>

>>>>>families.

>>5>>>

>>>>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>>>>
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>>>>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
>of

>>>> some

>>>>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
>a

>>>>

>>>>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
>and

>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>Sarah

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>>wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>>>> would have to.

>>>>

>>>> We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves
>to do

>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those

>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>>>

>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to kill
>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not

>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at

>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>>>>

>>>> DC

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: photo fraud
Posted by DC on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 02:46:59 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Reuters, the folks who published the phony pics, took down all the
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work of the photog, and fired him.
Sounds confirmed.
DC

"Aaron Allen" <nospam@not_here.dude> wrote:
>Can anyone confirm or deny this information?
>Sources please :)

>

>
>http://www.aish.com/movies/PhotoFraud.asp
>
>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Dedric Terry on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 03:06:28 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hey Jamie,

| probably should have replied originally in a generic post so you didn't
think all of that was referring to you (I wasn't referring to anyone in
particular - in general this is a great group of people - diverse opinions,
but usually even tempered discussion which | greatly appreciate).

The possibility of our country outlawing Christianity isn't a given, but a

trend | see - | really don't want to be right, and don't assume | am either.
We may never reach that point, but there are many other reasons why | see
that as a distinct possibility (for one, in Revelation when God talks about
the last days, there is not correlation to any entity resembling the United
States in its' current form - not that tying Revelation to any country

outside of Israel is obvious - it isn't. But there are parallels for other
countries, in some form).

| just sense that our country won't exist in this form eventually - either

through hostile, economic or religious takeover (not Christianity btw), or
gradual descent into another social and governmental form that
self-destructs. Another possibility is that we team up with Canada and

Mexico and form the North American Trade Union to compete with the EU (we
would have more letters in our acronym, which is always good, or not), but
that's completely unrelated, and far more likely to occur in our

lifetimes...

Specifically related to your post, | was mainly addressing your assertion
that our country is becoming a theocracy. Since the beginning of our
country we have actually taken more associations with and public acceptances
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of God and Christianity out of our society and out of public view, not the
other way around. Some of that is just part of our ever changing
interpretation of the separation of church and state, but the problem is, we
don't seem to be abiding by a solid basis for many constitutional decisions
as we might like to believe. As the separation of church and state concept
isn't actually in the Constitution in that form (we've all discussed that
before here), we are interpreting what is there in various forms - the
original statement just says that the state/government shall not advocate a
given religion, which it doesn't, and never has. There are of course state
laws and tax laws that further define what that means (e.g. a minister can
not endorse any political candidate from the pulpit and retain
non-profit/religious institution status - that's a grey area between the
restriction of the government not endorsing a religion and freedom of speech
- e.g. the bill of rights applies as long as it doesn't interfere with our
interpretation of the Constitution, and hence its' malleability gradually
increases when it applies to religion).

Bill of Rights - there is a reason for it no doubt, and it works, or should,

for everyone's benefit. That doesn't make governments, laws or bills more
morally perfect than God's laws, but | think most of the ones we have work
pretty well usually. But we have to remember that in a situation such as
faith, a lack of faith can't be considered a neutral point of view in terms

of rights. Where faith must be bound, so must irreligious beliefs - both

are faith decisions - one deciding to believe in God, the other deciding not
to. The reason is that to provide equal rights without conflict or
contradiction between two contradictory belief systems (Christianity vs.
Atheism/Agnosticism for example), one belief would have to be false to the
point of being considered non-existent.

Sidebar - Blaise Pascal had an interesting comment on the idea of
conflicting beliefs:
"Pascal's wager":

"Either Christianity is true or it's false. If you bet that it's true, and

you believe in God and submit to Him, then if it IS true, you've gained God,
heaven, and everything else. If it's false, you've lost nothing, but you've
had a good life marked by peace and the illusion that ultimately, everything
makes sense. If you bet that Christianity is not true, and it's false,

you've lost nothing. But if you bet that it's false, and it turns out to be

true, you've lost everything and you get to spend eternity in hell."

On 8/17/06 5:05 PM, in article 44e4f4b2@linux, "Jamie K"
<Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>

> Yet we must succeed at communicating between groups as diverse as
> Christians and Muslims, or for a tougher example, AELC Lutherans and
> Wisconsin Synod Lutherans. I'm only half joking about that last one...
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Agreed. The church we attend here isn't one of the largest (about 1000),
but has held two community discussion forums (both got local press) - the
first was to discuss homosexuality, and the second religious diversity
(including a Jew, Muslim, Catholic, etc). | wasn't able to attend either

one, but heard both were very successful at opening up dialogue and giving
people a chance to ask questions of panel members on all sides of both
issues. The reason our church hosted this was simply to open up dialogue.
| believe it both were moderated by 3rd parties so there wouldn't be a
question of objectivity.

>

> In the USA some (not all) members of the following groups feel

> persecuted because of religious bias in our culture:

>

> 1) Christians (way too diverse a group to be under a single label, BTW).
To a degree that is true, but a Christian is simply someone who believes
that Jesus is the son of one true God, and that he died to overcome our
sins, giving us a direct path to God and the promise of eternal life.

> 2) Muslims

> 3) Jews

> 4) Sikhs

> 5) Atheists

> 6) etc.

>

> | don't know if Buddhists bother feeling persecuted.

>

> | do like the ACLU for the most part, because the Bill of Rights is
> constantly under attack. Since it's a fundamental part of what makes the
> USA a special place it needs to be looked after. So I'll add:

>

> 7) The Bill Of Rights

>

> Even though it's not a group, it protects all of us from a variety of
> bad stuff. Hey, it's my list and I'm adding it! :*)

7 is a good number. | do also see the Bill of Rights under attack, but
perhaps from a different perspective.

>

> How do we balance different outlooks and perceptions around all this? It
> ain't easy. Talking is good, though.

It isn't easy, from any perspective. But | also agree, talking is the only
way to understand, if not resolve differences.

>

> | don't see anything that indicates we are about to outlaw Christianity.

> You'll have to convince me on that one. The appropriateness of

> government sanctioning of the symbol of one religion over another is an
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> interesting issue but | wouldn't read that as moving toward banning

> Christianity. Probably makes great material for rousing sermons, though,

> in some churches, while other churches can and do support the separation
> of church and state for religious reasons so their sermons would go the

> other way. See how hard it is to generalize about Christianity as one

> entity?

Actually I've never heard a sermon about a specific move to outlaw

Christianity. Some ministers do refer to specific events where a Christian
organization or event was sanctioned because it was perceived as being too
public (a deviation of the separation of church and state). Why would the

ACLU want to prevent someone from putting a cross on their own land? Are we
going to extend eminent domain to enforce the separation of church and

state, as a local judicial court chooses to interpret it?

In general most Christians don't worry about the future, and | don't either.
| only proposed this perspective, hypothetically for the sake of this
discussion, to open up thinking about where we could end up if the trend
many of us see continues to build. Most of the events indicating such a
trend never make the news. If you are interested, I'll relate more the next
time we have a chance to get together.

>

> QOur great Bill of Rights protects Christianity and all its sects. It

> seems to me that certain subsets of Christian thought are very

> influential in our government right now, hence my comment. I'm not
> seeing that level of influence from other religions.

And | see the opposite also being true - Ted Kennedy for one. There is some
public profile and influence from prominent Christians, but | don't think it

is nearly as strong as the news would have you believe. I've either

attended churches headed by some of these leaders, or know other ministers
that have relationships with them.

>

> We should have a conversation about this, Dedric, next time you're up

> this way.

That would be great. I'll drop you a line the next time I'm in your neck of
the hills - probably should make a business trip up that way soon.

Regards,
Dedric

>

> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://www.JamieKrutz.com
>
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>
>

> Dedric Terry wrote:

>> 0On 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al1@linux, "Jamie K"

>> <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>>

>>> We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.
>>>

>>> Cheers,

>>> -Jamie

>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>

>> Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and ministers
>> |'ve talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing Christianity
>> than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of church
>> and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the

>> Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect Christians to
>> just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of the

>> non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity may
>> seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the

>> deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even on
>> this forum.

>>

>> Let's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really don't
>> mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many

>> truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best) as

>> |ong as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very

>> nature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting

>> substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
>> strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that

>> Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow is

>> responsible for our country going to Iraq (incredibly far from the truth).

>> |Isn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of

>> slandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider the
>> arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is

>> discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need to
>> ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems to the
>> faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances. I'm
>> not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far from
>> it). I'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and broadening
>> the perspectives here.

>>

>> For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and
>> probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to build a
>> memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land is

>> private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is taking

>> jssue. If we exercise equality of "rights" would that not give me the right
>> as a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard
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>> promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would violate
>> the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is

>> "suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable for
>> anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone to get
>> drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst case,
>> rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know of, at
>> |east hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact opposite,

>> put yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
>> rates or corporate corruption.

>>

>> My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by the

>> ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that

>> promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap from
>> there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in public
>> pecome grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or criminal

>> action. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of insight

>> into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get Christians
>> jnvolved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to protect

>> the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other examples of
>> how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

>>

>> The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is, who

>> wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and my

>> family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about. |

>> really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy well-tempered
>> discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of being
>> ostracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

>>

>> | hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit it is

>> intended - just something to consider.

>>

>> Regards,

>> Dedric

>>

>>

>>>

>>>

>>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by rick on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 10:02:23 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

boring lectures
brittany spears interviews
stuff like that
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On 18 Aug 2006 11:42:17 +1000, "Neil" <OIUOIU@OIU.com> wrote:

>

>LOL! Good point, Thad!

>

>|'ll take a shot at a few. Maybe...:
>

>Famine or malnutrition

>Influenza (various endemics of such, throughout time)

>0ld Age (ok, it's kind of a "Duh!", but it's still a killer)

>|nfection of wounds

>Death at the hands (paws) of wild beasts

>

>That's all | can come up with.

>

>Neil

>

>

>

>"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>>

>>|'d be interested to hear the nine candidates you would propose ahead of
>it.

>>

>>

>>TCB

>>

>>rick <parnell68@hotmail.com> wrote:

>>>sarah

>>>

>>>everyone wants to be the holder of "the truth" and feel compelled to
>>>convince others even if they have to kill them to do it. thankfully
>>>not all go to that extreme...unfortunately many are willing to do just
>>>that...on both sides of the argument. religion has to be in the top
>>>ten killers of humanity throughout history.

>>>

>>>0n Wed, 16 Aug 2006 12:00:26 -0700, "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com>
>>>wrote:

>>>

>>>>(heavy sigh) I'm not sure why I'm continuing with this . . . | learned

>>

>>>>years ago you can't argue with a religious person. Yet | feel compelled
>>to

>>>>make my views clear to you, since you are pretty much consistently wrong
>>in

>>>>your assumptions about what I'm saying. | think you're still trying to
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>>view

>>>>me as a "type" rather than just as that unique thing I like to call "me."
>>>>

>>>>First of all, the term "blind faith" is pretty much redundant. Faith

>is

>>

>>>>essentially, by definition, blind. Faith is "belief that does not rest

>>0n

>>>>|ogical proof or material evidence." You can have your own definition
>>if

>>>>you need to, but that's from the dictionary, and makes sense to me. If
>>you

>>>>have proof or evidence, it's not longer a belief, is it? | believe in

>>

>>>>gravity, even though | can't explain it to you. It's obviously,
>>>>demonstrably, and universally agreeably real.

>>>>

>>>>Second, | am not saying God is unknowable . . . I'm saying | personally
>>do

>>>>not know who or what created this universe or when or why, and | see no
>>

>>>>evidence that anyone else does either, in spite of their fervent claims.
>> |

>>>>do believe in a higher power which is very exhilarating to feel truly

>

>>>>connected to, but the attempts of religion in general to describe this
>>

>>>>"supreme being" anthropomorphically just strike me as very superficial
>>and

>>>>frankly, kind of childish. | put "God" in quotes because I think it's
>>silly

>>>>t0 try and turn this awesome everpresent life force into a "guy in the
>>sky."

>>>>| do not "blind" myself with this point of view. Quite the opposite,

>my

>>

>>>>mind is wide open to spiritual experience, not limited to ancient dogma
>>that

>>>>| have no reason to believe.

>>>>

>>>>Which leads me to the real point | was hoping to make in fewer words:
>

>>|

>>>>have been arguing these ideas with believers since | was 17 (LONG time
>>ago),

>>>>and in all that time not ONE of them has given me a REASON to believe
>that

>>
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>>>>the bible is anything more than legend, parable, mythology, and a smattering
>>

>>>>0f history. | should believe it's the word of God why? Because it claims

>>

>>>>t0 be? Those are the claims of Roman bishops and other ancient human
>beings

>>

>>>>whose motives and honesty | know nothing about. And if the bible is the
>>

>>>>word of God, I'm not impressed. | expect better from a supreme being.
>>>>

>>>>| ike the dozens before you, you tell me repeatedly what you believe in

>>a way

>>>>that suggests no opposing belief can possibly be true. | know WHAT you
>>

>>>>believe, I've heard it a thousand times over the last 30-some years.

>What

>>|

>>>>don't know is WHY you believe it. Because it gives you hope? Because
>>you

>>>>were desperate for answers and a bible was handy? Because your parents
>>

>>>>pelieved it? Because you dropped acid and saw Jesus? Because you happened
>>

>>>>to be born here rather than India or Iran? And if you had been born in

>>

>>>>|ndia or Iran, would you be just as fervently Hindu or Muslim?

>>>>

>>>>Nor has anyone ever been able to explain the logic in a supposedly
>>>>omnipotent being sending his son to die for our sins. How does this make
>>

>>>>any sense? Isn't it more likely that Jesus simply became enough of a
>threat

>>

>>>>to the Romans and the Jewish heirarchy that they decided to kill him?
>>>>

>>>>You speak a lot about assumptions. OK, here's one you seem to share with
>>

>>>>other believers that drives me nuts: without God there is no right or

>>

>>>>wrong. This is such nonsense. One does not need to believe in God, Heaven,
>>

>>>>0r Hell to know the difference between right and wrong and to behave
>>>>accordingly. "A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on

>>

>>>>sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no religious basis is

>

>>>>necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained
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>>py

>>>>fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.” - Albert Einstein
>>>>

>>>>And finally, | didn't mention "ghouls and head choppers" because the evil
>>0f

>>>>"ghouls and head choppers" is not in dispute. I'm concerned about what
>>has

>>>>peen done and is being done in my name as an American, because | believe
>>

>>>>that to also be evil and I'm just a little more than worried about the

>>

>>>>potential consequences of this.

>>>>

>>>>But | have to be honest . . . | feel like | just wasted another hour that

>>|

>>>>could have been catching up on sleep in. | should have learned by now
>>that

>>>>the more you challenge fixed beliefs, the harder the believer clings to

>>

>>>>them. You are of course free to believe what you want, but again, beliefs
>>

>>>>are by definition unproven, and therefore someone else's beliefs are not
>>

>>>>wrong simply because they contradict yours.

>>>>

>>>>0K, | mean it this time . . . | give up.

>>>>

>>>>Sarah

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>"DC" <dc@spammersinmaui.com> wrote in message news:44e23a4631@linux...
>>5>>>

>>>>> "Sarah" <sarahjane@sarahtonin.com> wrote:

>>>>>>The problem with blind faith is that one risks being blinded by faith.
>>>>>>(Speaking from personal experience).

>>>>>

>>>>> Faith in God is not blind. What is blind is the choice to call God
>>>>> unknowable. That is a choice to remain blind, and its source is
>>>>> solely and admittedly, human. Your assumption is that all views are
>>>>> human at the source.

>>>>>

>>>>> | disagree emphatically.

>>>>>

>>>>> Everything prodeeds from one's assumptions. Even considering
>>>>> that the creator cared enough to send his son to die for us,
>>>>> changes the whole world. Scary huh?

>>>>>

>>>>>
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>>>>>>Perhaps the only thing "God" ever said to us was "Survive!" and then
>>left

>>>>> jt

>>>>>>up to us to figure out that cooperation works better than competition.
>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> |If God is in quotes for you, then why would "god's" opinion

>>>>> matter? Well it doesn't of course. Survive, don't survive, bake
>>>>> cookies, bake Jews, who is to say no? Why should anyone care if
>>>>> they do? All is permitted.

>>>>>

>>>>> This is not God's plan for us.

>>>>>

>>5>>>

>>>>>>The

>>>>>>"Golden Rule" is not simply a nice idea, it's a very practical and
>>>>>>effective

>>>>>

>>>>>>way to live peacefully with our fellow humans.

>>>>>

>>>>> And the greedy dirtbag says "the one with the gold makes the

>>>>> rules”.

>>>>>

>>>>> And you disapprove. With only "god" (otherwise known as Sarah's
>>>>> opinion) to rebut him, why should he care?

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>>As far as speculating on the afterlife, | just don't care. I'm fine
>>with

>>>>>

>>>>>>the mystery, in fact, | like a good mystery. Sure, it can be fun to
>>say

>>>>>

>>>>>>"what if this . . . " or "what if that . . . " but let's be honest here
>>5>5>> --

>>>>>>none of us will know until the time comes, and maybe not even then.
>

>>And

>>>>> |I'm

>>>>>>s0rry, but "because the bible tells me so" doesn't work for me. It's
>>just

>>>>>

>>>>>>stuff that was written by the brighter members of some fairly backward
>>

>>>>>>human

>>>>>

>>>>>>s0cieties thousands of years ago who may or may not have been inspired
>>py
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>>>>> g
>>>>>>supreme being.

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> And you cannot see that this is merely your view, not fact.

>>>>> |t is an assertion that there are no miracles, that God does not

>>>>> care if we have a we to know Him or not, that things proceeded in
>>>>> the past as they do today, and Jesus' death and resurrection are
>>>>> human myths created, as all "god talk" is, by humans to comfort
>>>>> themselves...

>>>>>

>>>>> You may not be an atheist, but you accept *all* of their basic

>>>>> assumptions about existence.

>>5>>>

>S>5>>>

>>>>>>Meanwhile, back to the original topic: picture 100,000 dead Iraqis
>>>>>>(conservative estimate). Picture them all together in a pile. What
>>do

>>>>> you

>>>>>>think . . . would it fill a football stadium, like a big bowl of brown

>>

>>>>>>rice?

>>>>>

>>>>>>| don't know, but now tell me how many of those were terrorists? 1007?
>>>>> 5007

>>>>>>10007 It doesn't matter does it? Not to those who were innocent and
>>

>>>>>>their

>>>>>

>>>>>>families.

>>>>>>

>>>>>>Now picture 2500 dead American soldiers and the 62,000 wounded or maimed.
>S>5>>>

>>>>>>|f we were lied into this "war" based on hidden agendas, | can think
>>0f

>>>>> some

>>>>>>heads of state whose heads should roll. They probably won't, but it's
>>a

>>>>>

>>>>>>nice thought. Picture Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld in orange jumpsuits
>>and

>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>Sarah

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> And it is this view that conerns me that we, as a people, are no
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>>>>> |onger able to protect freedom. There were innocents killed in all
>>>>> wars. This is no different. Would you broadcast from Dresden
>>>>> or Nagasaki calling for the jailing of Truman? By your rules, you
>>>>> would have to.

>>>>>

>>>>> \We now have a whole generation of people who cannot bring themselves
>>to do

>>>>> what they must to protect our way of life.

>>>>> Given that we face the most evil and implacable enemy in many
>>>>> years, | am not sure that we will retain the freedom that those
>>>>> WWII vets you admire so much, fought and died for.

>>>>>

>>>>> And finally, notice please, not one word of condemnation for the
>>>>> ghouls and head choppers. Those who would use baby bottles
>>>>> for binary explosives and die, with their infant in their arms, to Kill
>>>>> some of us. Not one word. This is why you simply are not
>>>>> convincing me here. It is selective pacifism, pointed only at
>>>>> |srael and the west and there is no righteousness in it.

>>>>>

>>>>> DC

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by TCB on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 15:09:58 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| know I'm going to sound like a pedant but I'm going to say it anyway. The
founders were keenly aware of the importance of keeping religion out of the
public sphere precisely because the recent history of Europe had shown how
dangerous it is when it gets there. About a hundred years earlier (and the
American aristocracy that made the country were keen historians almost to

a one) a religious war had sent England very close to complete anarchy. The
entire idea of the country was to avoid entanglement in the issues that had
plagued Europe for centuries, sectarian violence surrounding religion and
monarchy. It bothers me immensely when somehow Franklin and Jefferson are
retrofitted with vestments.

As I've said here, | respect anyone's beliefs unless and until they interfere
with my life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness. If you don't like 'suggestive’
billboards or strip clubs you'll have to pass laws against them that meet
the standards of the constitution. As Jefferson said, whether my neighbor
wishes to worship a different god than | do, or no god at all, neither picks
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my pockets nor breaks my bones. But considering the damage that religious
strife has caused in history | think any error should be made on the side
of caution.

TCB

Dedric Terry <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote:

>0n 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al1@linux, "Jamie K"
><Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>

>>

>> We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.
>>

>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>

>Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and ministers
>|'ve talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing Christianity
>than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of church
>and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the
>Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect Christians

to

>just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of the
>non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity
may

>seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the
>deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even

on

>this forum.

>

>Let's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really don't
>mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many
>truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best) as
>long as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very
>nature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting
>substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
>strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that
>Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow is
>responsible for our country going to Iraq (incredibly far from the truth).
>Isn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of
>slandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider the
>arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is
>discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need to
>ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems to
the

>faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances. I'm
>not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far from
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>it). I'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and broadening
>the perspectives here.

>

>For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and
>probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to build
a

>memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land is
>private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is taking
>issue. If we exercise equality of "rights" would that not give me the right
>as a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard
>promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would violate
>the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is
>"suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable for
>anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone to
get

>drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst case,
>rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know of,

at

>least hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact opposite,
>but yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
>rates or corporate corruption.

>

>My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by the
>ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that
>promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap
from

>there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in public
>become grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or criminal
>action. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of insight
>into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get Christians
>involved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to protect
>the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other examples
of

>how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

>

>The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is, who
>wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and my
>family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about. |
>really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy well-tempered
>discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of being
>ostracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

>

>| hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit it

IS

>intended - just something to consider.

>

>Regards,

>Dedric
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>>
>>
>>

Subject: Re: church and state
Posted by dc[3] on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 15:35:19 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Actually, you have called belief in God "morally suspect”, and

have expressed a fair amount of disrespect for faith on several
occasions. Just for the record. Your use of the word "respect”
here is window dressing for your real agenda and opinions it seems.

As for religion in the public sphere, the first amendment says
less about it than some think.

It clearly bans a state religion and the

prohibition of religious practice, and | think it is reasonable to

extrapolate that it protects the beliefs of atheists. However,

the idea that it can be used to ban crosses on veterans cemetaries, the pledge,
and "In God We Trust" on currency, is legally and

historically suspect. There are several cases in the works to test

this theory, so we shall see.

DC
"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>As I've said here, | respect anyone's beliefs unless and until they interfere
>with my life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness. If you don't like 'suggestive'
>billboards or strip clubs you'll have to pass laws against them that meet
>the standards of the constitution. As Jefferson said, whether my neighbor
>wishes to worship a different god than | do, or no god at all, neither picks
>my pockets nor breaks my bones. But considering the damage that religious
>strife has caused in history | think any error should be made on the side
>of caution.

>

>TCB

>

>Dedric Terry <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote:

>>0n 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al@linux, "Jamie K"
>><Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>>

>>>
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>>> \We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.
>>>

>>> Cheers,

>>> -Jamie

>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>

>>Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and ministers
>>|'ve talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing Christianity
>>than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of church
>>and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the
>>Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect Christians
>to

>>just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of the
>>non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity
>may

>>seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the
>>deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even
>on

>>this forum.

>>

>>| et's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really don't
>>mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many
>>truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best)

as

>>|long as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very
>>pature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting
>>substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
>>strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that
>>Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow is
>>responsible for our country going to Iraq (incredibly far from the truth).
>>[sn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of
>>slandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider
the

>>arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is
>>discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need to
>>ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems to
>the

>>faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances. I'm
>>not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far from
>>it). I'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and broadening
>>the perspectives here.

>>

>>For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and
>>probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to build
>a

>>memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land is
>>private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is taking
>>issue. If we exercise equality of "rights" would that not give me the
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right

>>as a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard
>>promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would violate
>>the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is
>>"suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable for
>>anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone to
>get

>>drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst case,
>>rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know of,
>at

>>|east hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact opposite,
>>put yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
>>rates or corporate corruption.

>>

>>My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by the
>>ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that
>>promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap
>from

>>there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in public
>>pecome grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or criminal
>>action. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of insight
>>into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get Christians
>>involved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to protect
>>the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other examples
>of

>>how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

>>

>>The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is, who
>>wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and my
>>family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about.

I

>>really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy well-tempered
>>discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of being
>>ostracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

>>

>>| hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit

it

>is

>>intended - just something to consider.

>>

>>Regards,

>>Dedric

>>

>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>
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Subject: Re: church and state one more thing...
Posted by dc[3] on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 15:43:58 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>But considering the damage that religious

>strife has caused in history | think any error should be made on the side
>of caution.

| call comments like these "atheist campfire songs", because they
allow atheists to feel superior while ignoring history.

Considering that the 20th century brought us 200 million dead

at the hands of secularists like Mao, Stalin, Pol Pot and so many
others, it might not quite be time for the superior dance yet...

Well | wasn't expecting the STALINIST PURGES!

NOBODY expects the STALINIST PURGES!! our chief weapons are

fear, intimidation, the gulag and murder!!

DC

Subject: Re: church and state
Posted by TCB on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 15:54:03 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Actually, | said that _| consider_ the three religions based on the vengeful
Levantine sky god 'morally suspect’ which [ still believe. Unsurprisingly,
you equate a general 'belief in God' with 'DC's christian beliefs' which
might bring quizzical looks from 850 million Hindus.

And of course our currency always had 'in god we trust' on it, except that

it didn't.

http://www.treasury.gov/education/fact-sheets/currency/in-go d-we-trust.shtml

We atheists don't really have an agenda. How could we? There's not much prosteltizing

to be done for non-belief. | guess we do have one agenda, to be left alone
on that pursuit that happiness Jefferson promised us.
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TCB

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

>

>Actually, you have called belief in God "morally suspect”, and

>have expressed a fair amount of disrespect for faith on several
>occasions. Just for the record. Your use of the word "respect”

>here is window dressing for your real agenda and opinions it seems.

>

>As for religion in the public sphere, the first amendment says

>less about it than some think.

>

>|t clearly bans a state religion and the

>prohibition of religious practice, and | think it is reasonable to
>extrapolate that it protects the beliefs of atheists. However,

>the idea that it can be used to ban crosses on veterans cemetaries, the
pledge,

>and "In God We Trust" on currency, is legally and

>historically suspect. There are several cases in the works to test

>this theory, so we shall see.

>

>DC

>

>"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>

>>As I've said here, | respect anyone's beliefs unless and until they interfere
>>with my life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness. If you don't like 'suggestive'
>>hillboards or strip clubs you'll have to pass laws against them that meet
>>the standards of the constitution. As Jefferson said, whether my neighbor
>>wishes to worship a different god than | do, or no god at all, neither
picks

>>my pockets nor breaks my bones. But considering the damage that religious
>>strife has caused in history | think any error should be made on the side
>>of caution.

>>

>>TCB

>>

>>Dedric Terry <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote:

>>>0n 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al1@linux, "Jamie K"
>>><Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>>>

>>>>

>>>> \We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.
>>>>

>>>> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com
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>>>
>>>Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and ministers
>>>|'ve talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing Christianity
>>>than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of church
>>>and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the
>>>Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect Christians
>>to

>>>just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of the
>>>non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity
>>may

>>>seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the
>>>deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even
>>0n

>>>this forum.

>>>

>>>| et's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really don't
>>>mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many
>>>truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best)

>as

>>>|ong as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very
>>>nature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting
>>>substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
>>>strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that
>>>Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow

IS

>>>responsible for our country going to Iraqg (incredibly far from the truth).
>>>|sn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of
>>>slandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider
>the

>>>arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is
>>>discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need

to

>>>ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems

to

>>the

>>>faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances.
I'm

>>>not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far

from

>>>it). I'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and broadening
>>>the perspectives here.

>>>

>>>For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and
>>>probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to build
>>a

>>>memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land

is

>>>private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is taking
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>>>issue. If we exercise equality of "rights" would that not give me the
>right

>>>as a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard
>>>promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would violate
>>>the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is
>>>"suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable for
>>>anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone

to

>>get

>>>drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst
case,

>>>rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know of,
>>at

>>>|east hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact opposite,
>>>put yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
>>>rates or corporate corruption.

>>>

>>>My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by

the

>>>ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that
>>>promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap
>>from

>>>there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in public
>>>pecome grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or criminal
>>>action. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of insight
>>>into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get Christians
>>>involved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to protect
>>>the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other examples
>>0f

>>>how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

>>>

>>>The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is,

who

>>>wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and my
>>>family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about.

>|

>>>really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy well-tempered
>>>discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of being
>>>0stracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

>>>

>>>| hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit

>it

>>is

>>>intended - just something to consider.

>>>

>>>Regards,

>>>Dedric

>>>

Page 410 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>>
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>
>>>
>>

Subject: Re: church and state
Posted by DC on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 16:08:22 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

But you said *right below* that you respect "anyone's" beliefs,

and indeed you do not. Glad to hear you say you respect Hindus,
but | doubt many of them would find your respect something they
could be certain of.

As far as proselytizing. Here you go:
Atheist evangelists on parade:

http://www.the-brights.net/
http://www.atheists.org/
http://www.atheists.com/

and there's lots more. My uncles were good friends with Madalyn
Murray O'Hare, and | can tell you that while atheist proselytizing
may take the form of ridicule, hostility, and hatred more than
exhortation and encouragement, it does, most certainly, exist.

As far as the currency goes, | care much less that the statement
is on there, than | am alarmed at the push to take it off, all the
while denying an agenda...

amazing really.

DC

"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>

>Actually, | said that _| consider_ the three religions based on the vengeful
> evantine sky god 'morally suspect' which | still believe. Unsurprisingly,
>you equate a general 'belief in God' with 'DC's christian beliefs' which
>might bring quizzical looks from 850 million Hindus.
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>

>And of course our currency always had 'in god we trust' on it, except that
>it didn't.

>

> http://www.treasury.gov/education/fact-sheets/currency/in-go d-we-trust.shtml
>

>We atheists don't really have an agenda. How could we? There's not much
prosteltizing

>to be done for non-belief. | guess we do have one agenda, to be left alone
>on that pursuit that happiness Jefferson promised us.

>

>TCB

>

>"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

>>

>>Actually, you have called belief in God "morally suspect”, and

>>have expressed a fair amount of disrespect for faith on several
>>occasions. Just for the record. Your use of the word "respect”

>>here is window dressing for your real agenda and opinions it seems.

>>

>>As for religion in the public sphere, the first amendment says

>>|ess about it than some think.

>>

>>|t clearly bans a state religion and the

>>prohibition of religious practice, and I think it is reasonable to
>>extrapolate that it protects the beliefs of atheists. However,

>>the idea that it can be used to ban crosses on veterans cemetaries, the
>pledge,

>>and "In God We Trust" on currency, is legally and

>>historically suspect. There are several cases in the works to test

>>this theory, so we shall see.

>>

>>DC

>>

>>"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>>

>>>As |'ve said here, | respect anyone's beliefs unless and until they interfere
>>>with my life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness. If you don't like 'suggestive'
>>>hillboards or strip clubs you'll have to pass laws against them that meet
>>>the standards of the constitution. As Jefferson said, whether my neighbor
>>>wishes to worship a different god than | do, or no god at all, neither
>picks

>>>my pockets nor breaks my bones. But considering the damage that religious
>>>gstrife has caused in history | think any error should be made on the side
>>>0f caution.

>>>

>>>TCB

>>>

Page 412 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>>>Dedric Terry <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote:

>>>>0n 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al1@linux, "Jamie K"
>>>><Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> \We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.
>>>>>

>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>

>>>>Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and ministers
>>>>['ve talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing Christianity
>>>>than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of
church

>>>>and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the
>>>>Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect Christians
>>>t0

>>>>just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of the
>>>>non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity
>>>may

>>>>seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the
>>>>deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even
>>>0n

>>>>this forum.

>>>>

>>>>| et's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really don't
>>>>mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many
>>>>truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best)

>>as

>>>>|ong as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very
>>>>nature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting
>>>>substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
>>>>strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that
>>>>Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow
>is

>>>>responsible for our country going to Iraq (incredibly far from the truth).
>>>>|sn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of
>>>>slandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider
>>the

>>>>arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is
>>>>discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need
>to

>>>>ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems
>to

>>>the

>>>>faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances.
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>I'm

>>>>not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far

>from

>>>>it). I'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and broadening
>>>>the perspectives here.

>>>>

>>>>For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and
>>>>probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to build
>>>3

>>>>memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land

>is

>>>>private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is taking
>>>>issue. If we exercise equality of "rights" would that not give me the
>>right

>>>>as a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard
>>>>promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would violate
>>>>the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is
>>>>"suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable

for

>>>>anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone
>to

>>>get

>>>>drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst
>case,

>>>>rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know of,
>>>at

>>>>|east hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact opposite,
>>>>put yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
>>>>rates or corporate corruption.

>>>>

>>>>My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by

>the

>>>>ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that
>>>>promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap
>>>from

>>>>there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in public
>>>>pecome grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or criminal
>>>>action. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of insight
>>>>into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get Christians
>>>>involved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to protect
>>>>the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other examples
>>>0f

>>>>how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

>>>>

>>>>The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is,

>who

>>>>wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and my
>>>>family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about.
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>>|

>>>>really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy well-tempered
>>>>discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of being
>>>>0stracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

>>>>

>>>>| hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit
>>it

>>>is

>>>>intended - just something to consider.

>>>>

>>>>Regards,

>>>>Dedric

>>>>

>>>>

>S>5>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>

>>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: church and state
Posted by TCB on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 16:19:30 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| think you're confusing ‘respect’ with ‘adhere to.' | can respect someone's
beliefs and still disagree with them. | respect the beliefs of those who
believe an alien abduction but | don't think that happens.

As an atheist, when | get tax exempt buildings and special parking spaces
I'll start believing we have an agenda.

TCB

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.org> wrote:

>

>But you said *right below* that you respect "anyone's" beliefs,
>and indeed you do not. Glad to hear you say you respect Hindus,
>but | doubt many of them would find your respect something they
>could be certain of.

>

>As far as proselytizing. Here you go:
>

>Atheist evangelists on parade:
>

>http://www.the-brights.net/
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>http://www.atheists.org/

>http://www.atheists.com/

>

>and there's lots more. My uncles were good friends with Madalyn
>Murray O'Hare, and | can tell you that while atheist proselytizing
>may take the form of ridicule, hostility, and hatred more than
>exhortation and encouragement, it does, most certainly, exist.

>

>As far as the currency goes, | care much less that the statement
>is on there, than | am alarmed at the push to take it off, all the
>while denying an agenda...

>

>amazing really.

>"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>>

>>Actually, | said that _| consider_ the three religions based on the vengeful
>>| evantine sky god 'morally suspect’' which | still believe. Unsurprisingly,
>>you equate a general 'belief in God' with 'DC's christian beliefs' which
>>might bring quizzical looks from 850 million Hindus.

>>

>>And of course our currency always had 'in god we trust' on it, except that
>>it didn't.

>>

>> http://www.treasury.gov/education/fact-sheets/currency/in-go d-we-trust.shtmi
>>

>>We atheists don't really have an agenda. How could we? There's not much
>prosteltizing

>>to be done for non-belief. | guess we do have one agenda, to be left alone
>>0n that pursuit that happiness Jefferson promised us.

>>

>>TCB

>>

>>"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.com> wrote:

>>>

>>>Actually, you have called belief in God "morally suspect”, and

>>>have expressed a fair amount of disrespect for faith on several
>>>occasions. Just for the record. Your use of the word "respect”

>>>here is window dressing for your real agenda and opinions it seems.

>>>

>>>As for religion in the public sphere, the first amendment says

>>>|ess about it than some think.

>>>
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>>>|t clearly bans a state religion and the

>>>prohibition of religious practice, and | think it is reasonable to
>>>extrapolate that it protects the beliefs of atheists. However,

>>>the idea that it can be used to ban crosses on veterans cemetaries, the
>>pledge,

>>>and "In God We Trust" on currency, is legally and

>>>historically suspect. There are several cases in the works to test

>>>this theory, so we shall see.

>>>

>>>DC

>>>

>>>"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>>>

>>>>As |'ve said here, | respect anyone's beliefs unless and until they interfere
>>>>with my life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness. If you don't like 'suggestive’
>>>>billboards or strip clubs you'll have to pass laws against them that

meet

>>>>the standards of the constitution. As Jefferson said, whether my neighbor
>>>>wishes to worship a different god than | do, or no god at all, neither
>>picks

>>>>my pockets nor breaks my bones. But considering the damage that religious
>>>>gtrife has caused in history | think any error should be made on the

side

>>>>0f caution.

>>>>

>>>>TCB

>>>>

>>>>Dedric Terry <dterry@keyofd.net> wrote:

>>>>>0n 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al1@linux, "Jamie K"
>>>>><Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>>>>>

>S>5>5>>>

>>>>>> \We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.
>>>5>>>

>>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>>>

>>>>>Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and ministers
>>>>>|'ve talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing Christianity
>>>>>than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of
>church

>>>>>and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the
>>>>>Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect Christians
>>>>t0

>>>>>just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of

the

>>>>>non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity
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>>>>may
>>>>>seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the
>>>>>deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even
>>>>0N

>>>>>this forum.

>>>>>

>>>>>| et's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really
don't

>>>>>mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many
>>>>>truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best)
>>>as

>>>>>|ong as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very
>>>>>nature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting
>>>>>substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
>>>>>strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that
>>>>>Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow
>>is

>>>>>responsible for our country going to Iraq (incredibly far from the truth).
>>>>>|sn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of
>>>>>glandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider
>>>the

>>>>>arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is
>>>>>discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need
>>to

>>>>>3ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems
>>to

>>>>the

>>>>>faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances.
>

>>|'m

>>>>>not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far
>>from

>>>>>jt). I'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and broadening
>>>>>the perspectives here.

>>>>>

>>>>>For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and
>>>>>probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to
build

>>>>3

>>>>>memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land
>>is

>>>>>private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is

taking

>>>>>issue. If we exercise equality of "rights" would that not give me the
>>>right

>>>>>3s a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard
>>>>>promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would violate
>>>>>the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is
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>>>>>"suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable
>for

>>>>>anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone
>>to

>>>>get

>>>>>drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst
>>case,

>>>>>rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know

of,

>>>>at

>>>>>|east hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact opposite,
>>>>>put yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
>>>>>rates or corporate corruption.

>>5>>>

>>>>>My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by
>>the

>>>>>ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that
>>>>>promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap
>>>>from

>>>>>there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in public
>>>>>pecome grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or criminal
>>>>>gction. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of

insight

>>>>>into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get Christians
>>>>>involved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to protect
>>>>>the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other examples
>>>>0f

>>>>>how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

>>>>>

>>>>>The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is,
>>who

>>>>>wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and

my

>>>>>family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about.
>>>|

>>>>>really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy well-tempered
>>>>>discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of

being

>>>>>0stracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

>>>>>

>>>>>| hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit

>>>it

>>>>|S

>>>>>intended - just something to consider.

>>>>>

>>>>>Regards,

>>>>>Dedric

>>>>>
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>>>>>
S>>5>>>
S>>5>>>
S>>5>>>
>>>>>
>>>>
>>>

>>

>

Subject: Re: church and state
Posted by DC on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 16:56:07 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>

>| think you're confusing 'respect’ with ‘adhere to.' | can respect someone's
>beliefs and still disagree with them. | respect the beliefs of those who
>believe an alien abduction but | don't think that happens.

No you don't. You have zero respect for those beliefs and
anyone who knows you can confirm this.

We say we respect beliefs, but we often do not. Madalyn Murray
O'Hare was a nasty old bat, full of hate and bitterness, who in the
end was killed by someone who subscribed to the same almighty
self as the final authority, that she did. Her beliefs lead straight to

hell IM-ever-so-HO.

Now, as an american, and certainly as a christian, | hope | would
change her tire in the rain, and | hope | would jump in and save
your butt from a beating if you got too friendly with one of your
brazilian stripper chicks and some guy decided to teach you a
lesson.

This practice of respect is what is lacking, not the profession of
respect, which is just words... | wish atheists practiced respect
more towards Christians. But hey, we understand your need to
dump on us. After all, we know about your doubt that we are
wrong, and your fear that we may be right...

DC
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Subject: Re: church and state
Posted by TCB on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 17:54:20 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

First, | had to google Madelyn O'Hare to find out who she was, so at the very
least I'm not part of the grand atheist conspiracy. I'm just a plain old

atheist. And, just so you know, | spend LOTS of time with people who don't
agree with what | think, and have no problem at all with them. Anyone who
actually does know me would happily confirm this. Enjoying their company
and conversation to me is the greatest proof of my 'respect’ for their beliefs,
even if | don't always agree with them.

You, of course, in a daunting display of respect, tell me my beliefs consign
me to hell, which is already crowded with all those Hindus we were talking
about before.

TCB

"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.org> wrote:

>

>"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>>

>>| think you're confusing ‘respect’ with ‘adhere to.' | can respect someone's
>>peliefs and still disagree with them. | respect the beliefs of those who
>>pelieve an alien abduction but | don't think that happens.

>

>

>No you don't. You have zero respect for those beliefs and
>anyone who knows you can confirm this.

>

>We say we respect beliefs, but we often do not. Madalyn Murray
>0O'Hare was a nasty old bat, full of hate and bitterness, who in the
>end was killed by someone who subscribed to the same almighty
>self as the final authority, that she did. Her beliefs lead straight to
>

>hell IM-ever-so-HO.

>

>Now, as an american, and certainly as a christian, |1 hope | would
>change her tire in the rain, and | hope | would jump in and save
>your butt from a beating if you got too friendly with one of your
>brazilian stripper chicks and some guy decided to teach you a
>lesson.

>
>This practice of respect is what is lacking, not the profession of
>respect, which is just words... | wish atheists practiced respect

>more towards Christians. But hey, we understand your need to
>dump on us. After all, we know about your doubt that we are

>wrong, and your fear that we may be right...
>
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>DC

Subject: Re: church and state
Posted by dc[3] on Fri, 18 Aug 2006 18:20:39 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>

>First, | had to google Madelyn O'Hare to find out who she was, so at the
very

>least I'm not part of the grand atheist conspiracy.

Wow, she was behind the landmark 1964 School Prayer decision
that formed the basis for much of our current case law on church-
state issues. Oh, well, like a said, a nasty old bat, so you did not
miss much.

I'm just a plain old
>atheist. And, just so you know, | spend LOTS of time with people who don't
>agree with what | think, and have no problem at all with them.

| never doubted it. You do also ridicule Christians on occasion, and
spare me the blather about your respect for UFO cultists. You
practice respect towards them, but you still think they are fools.

Which makes you like everyone else.

>You, of course, in a daunting display of respect, tell me my beliefs consign
>me to hell, which is already crowded with all those Hindus we were talking
>about before.

Why should you care? There IS no hell right? And you got my
position wrong anyway.

You must have missed some of what | said to Sarah. | strongly
believe that Hindus, Muslims etc can go to heaven. Itis not

about adherence to Christian orthodoxy, it is about our response to
the Spirit of God. Everyone deals with that issue, regardless of
their faith or lack of it. No one goes to hell because some
missionary did not get to them in time. No little kid who dies of
cancer at the age of 5 goes to hell because they have not heard
the name of Jesus. That would be pure barbarity, and | think it is
unscriptural as well.

| do believe that a sincere search for God will lead them (and us)
to Jesus Christ at some point, but if they die before they get
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there, do they go to hell? That's not what | see in the Bible.

BTW, | can envision an atheist in heaven. (In an anechoic chamber
testing mics... forever and ever, and never opening the doooortr...)

Seriously though, imagine someone who saw "religious” people

of whatever stripe, slaughter their family? Wouldn't their atheism
make sense? Wouldn't it be a further injustice for them to go to hell
because of what they had no power over?

| differ strongly with the Bible Belt folks who think anyone that
doesn't say the name of Jesus is conigned to eternal fire which

| don't believe in either. What the hell (pardon the pun) is the
point of burning someone for ever and ever? Is it not simple
cruelty? Is it not simple perversity at some point? After 20 years
or so of burning, is it not just silly?

Oy, coffee break's over, back on yer 'eads!
(remember that joke?)

So, no, | don't *know* you are going to hell, and it's not my place
to make that call. | really hope you do not.

We need mic testers!
heh heh

DC

>

>TCB

>

>"DC" <dc@spammersinhell.org> wrote:

>>

>>"TCB" <nobody@ishere.com> wrote:

>>>

>>>| think you're confusing 'respect’ with ‘adhere to.' | can respect someone's
>>>beliefs and still disagree with them. | respect the beliefs of those who
>>>pelieve an alien abduction but | don't think that happens.

>>

>>

>>No you don't. You have zero respect for those beliefs and

>>anyone who knows you can confirm this.

>>

>>\We say we respect beliefs, but we often do not. Madalyn Murray
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>>0'Hare was a nasty old bat, full of hate and bitterness, who in the
>>end was killed by someone who subscribed to the same almighty
>>self as the final authority, that she did. Her beliefs lead straight to
>>

>>hell IM-ever-so-HO.

>>

>>Now, as an american, and certainly as a christian, | hope | would
>>change her tire in the rain, and | hope | would jump in and save
>>your butt from a beating if you got too friendly with one of your
>>prazilian stripper chicks and some guy decided to teach you a
>>|esson.

>>
>>This practice of respect is what is lacking, not the profession of
>>respect, which is just words... | wish atheists practiced respect

>>more towards Christians. But hey, we understand your need to
>>dump on us. After all, we know about your doubt that we are
>>wrong, and your fear that we may be right...

>>

>>

>>DC

>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Jamie K on Tue, 22 Aug 2006 03:41:26 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hey Dedric,

Dedric Terry wrote:

> That would be great. I'll drop you a line the next time I'm in your
neck of

> the hills - probably should make a business trip up that way soon.

Cool!

Just to be clear, we aren't a theocracy. Good thing, too. The point |
was trying to make is our government is more influenced by Christians
than any other religion on policy matters simply because almost all
elected officials are Christians. Ted Kennedy is Catholic BTW. So it
seems alarmist to paint Christianity as being in anything like dire
straights in the USA.

OTH, GWB once said his favorite political philosopher is Jesus (during a
primary presidential debate), and if he truly believes Jesus is a

political philosopher then theocracy would not be out of the question

for him.
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Perhaps others have helped him sort it out by now:
http://clarionherald.org/20000106/maestri.htm

Cheers,
-Jamie
http://www.JamieKrutz.com

> Hey Jamie,

>

> | probably should have replied originally in a generic post so you didn't

> think all of that was referring to you (I wasn't referring to anyone in

> particular - in general this is a great group of people - diverse opinions,

> but usually even tempered discussion which | greatly appreciate).

>

> The possibility of our country outlawing Christianity isn't a given, but a

> trend | see - | really don't want to be right, and don't assume | am either.

> We may never reach that point, but there are many other reasons why | see
> that as a distinct possibility (for one, in Revelation when God talks about

> the last days, there is not correlation to any entity resembling the United

> States in its' current form - not that tying Revelation to any country

> outside of Israel is obvious - it isn't. But there are parallels for other

> countries, in some form).

>

> | just sense that our country won't exist in this form eventually - either

> through hostile, economic or religious takeover (not Christianity btw), or

> gradual descent into another social and governmental form that

> self-destructs. Another possibility is that we team up with Canada and

> Mexico and form the North American Trade Union to compete with the EU (we
> would have more letters in our acronym, which is always good, or not), but
> that's completely unrelated, and far more likely to occur in our

> lifetimes...

>

> Specifically related to your post, | was mainly addressing your assertion

> that our country is becoming a theocracy. Since the beginning of our

> country we have actually taken more associations with and public acceptances
> of God and Christianity out of our society and out of public view, not the

> other way around. Some of that is just part of our ever changing

> interpretation of the separation of church and state, but the problem is, we
> don't seem to be abiding by a solid basis for many constitutional decisions
> as we might like to believe. As the separation of church and state concept
> isn't actually in the Constitution in that form (we've all discussed that

> before here), we are interpreting what is there in various forms - the

> original statement just says that the state/government shall not advocate a
> given religion, which it doesn't, and never has. There are of course state
> laws and tax laws that further define what that means (e.g. a minister can
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> not endorse any political candidate from the pulpit and retain

> non-profit/religious institution status - that's a grey area between the

> restriction of the government not endorsing a religion and freedom of speech
> - e.g. the bill of rights applies as long as it doesn't interfere with our

> interpretation of the Constitution, and hence its' malleability gradually

> increases when it applies to religion).

>

> Bill of Rights - there is a reason for it no doubt, and it works, or should,

> for everyone's benefit. That doesn't make governments, laws or bills more
> morally perfect than God's laws, but | think most of the ones we have work
> pretty well usually. But we have to remember that in a situation such as

> faith, a lack of faith can't be considered a neutral point of view in terms

> of rights. Where faith must be bound, so must irreligious beliefs - both

> are faith decisions - one deciding to believe in God, the other deciding not
>to. The reason is that to provide equal rights without conflict or

> contradiction between two contradictory belief systems (Christianity vs.

> Atheism/Agnosticism for example), one belief would have to be false to the
> point of being considered non-existent.

>

> Sidebar - Blaise Pascal had an interesting comment on the idea of

> conflicting beliefs:

> "Pascal's wager":

>

> "Either Christianity is true or it's false. If you bet that it's true, and

> you believe in God and submit to Him, then if it IS true, you've gained God,
> heaven, and everything else. If it's false, you've lost nothing, but you've

> had a good life marked by peace and the illusion that ultimately, everything
> makes sense. If you bet that Christianity is not true, and it's false,

> you've lost nothing. But if you bet that it's false, and it turns out to be

> true, you've lost everything and you get to spend eternity in hell.”

>

> On 8/17/06 5:05 PM, in article 44e4f4b2@linux, "Jamie K"

> <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>

>> Yet we must succeed at communicating between groups as diverse as
>> Christians and Muslims, or for a tougher example, AELC Lutherans and
>> Wisconsin Synod Lutherans. I'm only half joking about that last one...

>

> Agreed. The church we attend here isn't one of the largest (about 1000),
> put has held two community discussion forums (both got local press) - the
> first was to discuss homosexuality, and the second religious diversity

> (including a Jew, Muslim, Catholic, etc). | wasn't able to attend either

> one, but heard both were very successful at opening up dialogue and giving
> people a chance to ask questions of panel members on all sides of both

> issues. The reason our church hosted this was simply to open up dialogue.
> | believe it both were moderated by 3rd parties so there wouldn't be a

> question of objectivity.

>> In the USA some (not all) members of the following groups feel
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>> persecuted because of religious bias in our culture:

>>

>> 1) Christians (way too diverse a group to be under a single label, BTW).
> To a degree that is true, but a Christian is simply someone who believes
> that Jesus is the son of one true God, and that he died to overcome our

> sins, giving us a direct path to God and the promise of eternal life.

>

>> 2) Muslims

>> 3) Jews

>> 4) Sikhs

>> 5) Atheists

>> 6) etc.

>>

>> | don't know if Buddhists bother feeling persecuted.

>>

>> | do like the ACLU for the most part, because the Bill of Rights is

>> constantly under attack. Since it's a fundamental part of what makes the
>> USA a special place it needs to be looked after. So I'll add:

>>

>> 7) The Bill Of Rights

>>

>> Even though it's not a group, it protects all of us from a variety of

>> bad stuff. Hey, it's my list and I'm adding it! ;)

>

> 7 is a good number. | do also see the Bill of Rights under attack, but

> perhaps from a different perspective.

>> How do we balance different outlooks and perceptions around all this? It
>> ain't easy. Talking is good, though.

>

> [tisn't easy, from any perspective. But | also agree, talking is the only

> way to understand, if not resolve differences.

>> | don't see anything that indicates we are about to outlaw Christianity.
>> You'll have to convince me on that one. The appropriateness of

>> government sanctioning of the symbol of one religion over another is an
>> interesting issue but | wouldn't read that as moving toward banning

>> Christianity. Probably makes great material for rousing sermons, though,
>> in some churches, while other churches can and do support the separation
>> of church and state for religious reasons so their sermons would go the
>> other way. See how hard it is to generalize about Christianity as one

>> entity?

>

> Actually I've never heard a sermon about a specific move to outlaw

> Christianity. Some ministers do refer to specific events where a Christian
> organization or event was sanctioned because it was perceived as being too
> public (a deviation of the separation of church and state). Why would the
> ACLU want to prevent someone from putting a cross on their own land? Are we
> going to extend eminent domain to enforce the separation of church and
> state, as a local judicial court chooses to interpret it?
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>
> In general most Christians don't worry about the future, and | don't either.
> | only proposed this perspective, hypothetically for the sake of this

> discussion, to open up thinking about where we could end up if the trend

> many of us see continues to build. Most of the events indicating such a

> trend never make the news. If you are interested, I'll relate more the next
> time we have a chance to get together.

>

>> Qur great Bill of Rights protects Christianity and all its sects. It

>> seems to me that certain subsets of Christian thought are very

>> influential in our government right now, hence my comment. I'm not

>> seeing that level of influence from other religions.

>

> And | see the opposite also being true - Ted Kennedy for one. There is some
> public profile and influence from prominent Christians, but | don't think it

> is nearly as strong as the news would have you believe. I've either

> attended churches headed by some of these leaders, or know other ministers
> that have relationships with them.

>> \We should have a conversation about this, Dedric, next time you're up

>> this way.

>

> That would be great. I'll drop you a line the next time I'm in your neck of

> the hills - probably should make a business trip up that way soon.

>

> Regards,

> Dedric

>

>> Cheers,

>> -Jamie

>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>

>>

>>

>> Dedric Terry wrote:

>>> 0On 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al1@linux, "Jamie K"

>>> <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>>>

>>>> We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.
>>>>

>>>> Cheers,

>>>> -Jamie

>>>> http://lwww.JamieKrutz.com

>>> Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and ministers
>>> |'ve talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing Christianity
>>> than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of church
>>> and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the

>>> Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect Christians to
>>> just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of the
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>>> non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity may
>>> seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the

>>> deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even on
>>> this forum.

>>>

>>> Let's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really don't
>>> mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many

>>> truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best) as

>>> |ong as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very

>>> pature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting

>>> substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
>>> strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that

>>> Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow is

>>> responsible for our country going to Iraq (incredibly far from the truth).

>>> |sn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of

>>> slandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider the
>>> arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is

>>> discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need to
>>> ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems to the
>>> faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances. I'm
>>> not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far from
>>> jt). I'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and broadening
>>> the perspectives here.

>>>

>>> For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and
>>> probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to build a
>>> memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land is

>>> private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is taking

>>> jssue. If we exercise equality of "rights" would that not give me the right
>>> as a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard

>>> promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would violate
>>> the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is

>>> "suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable for
>>> anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone to get
>>> drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst case,
>>> rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know of, at
>>> |east hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact opposite,

>>> put yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
>>> rates or corporate corruption.

>>>

>>> My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by the
>>> ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that
>>> promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap from
>>> there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in public
>>> pecome grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or criminal
>>> action. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of insight
>>> into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get Christians
>>> involved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to protect
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>>> the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other examples of
>>> how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

>>>

>>> The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is, who
>>> wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and my
>>> family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about. |
>>> really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy well-tempered
>>> discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of being
>>> ostracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

>>>

>>> | hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit it is
>>> intended - just something to consider.

>>>

>>> Regards,

>>> Dedric

>>>

>>>
>>>>
>

Subject: Re: Oh gawd . .
Posted by Dedric Terry on Tue, 22 Aug 2006 05:23:13 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hey Jamie,

| do understand your perspective. We can pick up the discussion over lunch
one day, as well as music too of course. :-) Probably early to mid-September
before my next trip up that way, as it's looking right now.

Regards,
Dedric

"Jamie K" <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote in message news:44ea7b53@linux...
>

>

> Hey Dedric,

>

> Dedric Terry wrote:

> > That would be great. I'll drop you a line the next time I'm in your

> neck of

> > the hills - probably should make a business trip up that way soon.

>

> Cool!

>

> Just to be clear, we aren't a theocracy. Good thing, too. The point | was

> trying to make is our government is more influenced by Christians than any
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> other religion on policy matters simply because almost all elected

> officials are Christians. Ted Kennedy is Catholic BTW. So it seems

> alarmist to paint Christianity as being in anything like dire straights in

> the USA.

>

> OTH, GWB once said his favorite political philosopher is Jesus (during a
> primary presidential debate), and if he truly believes Jesus is a

> political philosopher then theocracy would not be out of the question for
> him.

>

> Perhaps others have helped him sort it out by now:
>

> http://clarionherald.org/20000106/maestri.htm
>

> Cheers,

> -Jamie

> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>

>

>

>> Hey Jamie,

>>

>> | probably should have replied originally in a generic post so you didn't
>> think all of that was referring to you (I wasn't referring to anyone in

>> particular - in general this is a great group of people - diverse

>> opinions,

>> put usually even tempered discussion which | greatly appreciate).

>>

>> The possibility of our country outlawing Christianity isn't a given, but
>>a

>> trend | see - | really don't want to be right, and don't assume | am

>> either.

>> \We may never reach that point, but there are many other reasons why | see
>> that as a distinct possibility (for one, in Revelation when God talks

>> about

>> the last days, there is not correlation to any entity resembling the

>> United

>> States in its' current form - not that tying Revelation to any country

>> outside of Israel is obvious - it isn't. But there are parallels for

>> other

>> countries, in some form).

>>

>> | just sense that our country won't exist in this form eventually -

>> either

>> through hostile, economic or religious takeover (not Christianity btw),
>> or

>> gradual descent into another social and governmental form that

>> self-destructs. Another possibility is that we team up with Canada and

Page 431 of 438 ---- Generated from The PAR' S Foruns


https://paris.kerrygalloway.com/index.php

>> Mexico and form the North American Trade Union to compete with the EU (we
>> would have more letters in our acronym, which is always good, or not),
>> but

>> that's completely unrelated, and far more likely to occur in our

>> lifetimes...

>>

>> Specifically related to your post, | was mainly addressing your assertion
>> that our country is becoming a theocracy. Since the beginning of our
>> country we have actually taken more associations with and public

>> acceptances

>> of God and Christianity out of our society and out of public view, not
>> the

>> other way around. Some of that is just part of our ever changing

>> interpretation of the separation of church and state, but the problem is,
>>we

>> don't seem to be abiding by a solid basis for many constitutional

>> decisions

>> as we might like to believe. As the separation of church and state

>> concept

>> jsn't actually in the Constitution in that form (we've all discussed that
>> pefore here), we are interpreting what is there in various forms - the
>> original statement just says that the state/government shall not advocate
>>a

>> given religion, which it doesn't, and never has. There are of course
>> state

>> l[aws and tax laws that further define what that means (e.g. a minister
>> can

>> not endorse any political candidate from the pulpit and retain

>> non-profit/religious institution status - that's a grey area between the
>> restriction of the government not endorsing a religion and freedom of
>> speech

>> - e.g. the bill of rights applies as long as it doesn't interfere with

>> our

>> interpretation of the Constitution, and hence its' malleability gradually
>> jncreases when it applies to religion).

>>

>> Bill of Rights - there is a reason for it no doubt, and it works, or

>> should,

>> for everyone's benefit. That doesn't make governments, laws or bills
>> more

>> morally perfect than God's laws, but | think most of the ones we have
>> work

>> pretty well usually. But we have to remember that in a situation such as
>> faith, a lack of faith can't be considered a neutral point of view in

>> terms

>> of rights. Where faith must be bound, so must irreligious beliefs - both
>> are faith decisions - one deciding to believe in God, the other deciding
>> not
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>>to. The reason is that to provide equal rights without conflict or

>> contradiction between two contradictory belief systems (Christianity vs.
>> Atheism/Agnosticism for example), one belief would have to be false to
>> the

>> point of being considered non-existent.

>>

>> Sidebar - Blaise Pascal had an interesting comment on the idea of

>> conflicting beliefs:

>> "Pascal's wager":

>>

>> "Either Christianity is true or it's false. If you bet that it's true,

>> and

>> you believe in God and submit to Him, then if it IS true, you've gained
>> God,

>> heaven, and everything else. If it's false, you've lost nothing, but

>> you've

>> had a good life marked by peace and the illusion that ultimately,

>> everything

>> makes sense. If you bet that Christianity is not true, and it's false,

>> you've lost nothing. But if you bet that it's false, and it turns out to

>> be

>> true, you've lost everything and you get to spend eternity in hell."

>>

>> On 8/17/06 5:05 PM, in article 44e4f4b2@linux, "Jamie K"

>> <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>>

>>> Yet we must succeed at communicating between groups as diverse as
>>> Christians and Muslims, or for a tougher example, AELC Lutherans and
>>> Wisconsin Synod Lutherans. I'm only half joking about that last one...
>>

>> Agreed. The church we attend here isn't one of the largest (about 1000),
>> put has held two community discussion forums (both got local press) - the
>> first was to discuss homosexuality, and the second religious diversity

>> (including a Jew, Muslim, Catholic, etc). | wasn't able to attend either
>> one, but heard both were very successful at opening up dialogue and
>> giving

>> people a chance to ask questions of panel members on all sides of both
>> jssues. The reason our church hosted this was simply to open up

>> dialogue.

>> | believe it both were moderated by 3rd parties so there wouldn't be a
>> question of objectivity.

>>> |n the USA some (not all) members of the following groups feel

>>> persecuted because of religious bias in our culture:

>>>

>>> 1) Christians (way too diverse a group to be under a single label, BTW).
>> To a degree that is true, but a Christian is simply someone who believes
>> that Jesus is the son of one true God, and that he died to overcome our
>> sins, giving us a direct path to God and the promise of eternal life.
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>>

>>> 2) Muslims

>>> 3) Jews

>>> 4) Sikhs

>>> 5) Atheists

>>> 6) eftc.

>>>

>>> | don't know if Buddhists bother feeling persecuted.

>>>

>>> | do like the ACLU for the most part, because the Bill of Rights is

>>> constantly under attack. Since it's a fundamental part of what makes the
>>> USA a special place it needs to be looked after. So I'll add:

>>>

>>> 7) The Bill Of Rights

>>>

>>> Even though it's not a group, it protects all of us from a variety of

>>> bad stuff. Hey, it's my list and I'm adding it! :*)

>>

>> 7 is a good number. | do also see the Bill of Rights under attack, but

>> perhaps from a different perspective.

>>> How do we balance different outlooks and perceptions around all this? It
>>> ain't easy. Talking is good, though.

>>

>> |t isn't easy, from any perspective. But | also agree, talking is the

>> only

>> way to understand, if not resolve differences.

>>> | don't see anything that indicates we are about to outlaw Christianity.
>>> You'll have to convince me on that one. The appropriateness of

>>> government sanctioning of the symbol of one religion over another is an
>>> interesting issue but | wouldn't read that as moving toward banning

>>> Christianity. Probably makes great material for rousing sermons, though,
>>> in some churches, while other churches can and do support the separation
>>> of church and state for religious reasons so their sermons would go the
>>> other way. See how hard it is to generalize about Christianity as one
>>> entity?

>>

>> Actually I've never heard a sermon about a specific move to outlaw

>> Christianity. Some ministers do refer to specific events where a

>> Christian

>> grganization or event was sanctioned because it was perceived as being
>> too

>> public (a deviation of the separation of church and state). Why would

>> the

>> ACLU want to prevent someone from putting a cross on their own land? Are
>>we

>> going to extend eminent domain to enforce the separation of church and
>> state, as a local judicial court chooses to interpret it?

>>
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>> In general most Christians don't worry about the future, and | don't

>> either.

>> | only proposed this perspective, hypothetically for the sake of this

>> discussion, to open up thinking about where we could end up if the trend
>> many of us see continues to build. Most of the events indicating such a
>> trend never make the news. If you are interested, I'll relate more the
>> next

>> time we have a chance to get together.

>>

>>> Qur great Bill of Rights protects Christianity and all its sects. It

>>> seems to me that certain subsets of Christian thought are very

>>> influential in our government right now, hence my comment. I'm not
>>> seeing that level of influence from other religions.

>>

>> And | see the opposite also being true - Ted Kennedy for one. There is
>> some

>> public profile and influence from prominent Christians, but | don't think
>> it

>> js nearly as strong as the news would have you believe. I've either

>> attended churches headed by some of these leaders, or know other

>> ministers

>> that have relationships with them.

>>> We should have a conversation about this, Dedric, next time you're up
>>> this way.

>>

>> That would be great. I'll drop you a line the next time I'm in your neck
>> of

>> the hills - probably should make a business trip up that way soon.

>>

>> Regards,

>> Dedric

>>

>>> Cheers,

>>> -Jamie

>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>> Dedric Terry wrote:

>>>> 0n 8/17/06 10:19 AM, in article 44e495al1@linux, "Jamie K"

>>>> <Meta@Dimensional.com> wrote:

>>>>

>>>>> \We're a lot closer to becoming a Christian theocracy at the moment.
>>>>>

>>>>> Cheers,

>>>>> -Jamie

>>>>> http://www.JamieKrutz.com

>>>> Actually most Christians, including many Christian leaders and
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>>>> ministers

>>>> |'ve talked to agree with me that we are closer to outlawing

>>>> Christianity

>>>> than accepting it as a nation, much less adopting it. Separation of
>>>> church

>>>> and state is actually quite a well-respected concept for most of the
>>>> Christian community. However, it isn't really fair to expect

>>>> Christians to

>>>> just sit out of politics and voting completely to ease the fears of the
>>>> non-Christian community. For a non-Christian, any hint of Christianity
>>>> may

>>>> seem like too much, or even a threat, but to a longtime Christian, the
>>>> deterioration of acceptance for our faith is sadly quite apparent, even
>>>> 0N

>>>> this forum.

>>>> |et's be brutally honest here, how many people on this forum really
>>>> don't

>>>> mind a Christian sharing their views with conviction, and how many
>>>> truthfully have a problem with it? I'm sure it is tolerable (at best)
>>>> as

>>>> |ong as it doesn't challenge or confront others' views (which by very
>>>> nature, it will, otherwise it wouldn't be faith with any life-impacting
>>>> substance). On the other hand, most religious threads here have rather
>>>> strong opinions on the non-Christian side - often even claiming that
>>>> Christianity is more violent than Islam, or that Christianity somehow
>>>> s

>>>> responsible for our country going to Iraq (incredibly far from the
>>>> truth).

>>>> |sn't that just one step away from Mel Gibson's drunken debacle of
>>>> glandering Jews? I'm sure that may not be the intention, but consider
>>>> the

>>>> arguments here for equal rights and peace vs. the way Christianity is
>>>> discussed. If we are truly tolerant of one another, we wouldn't need
>>>> to

>>>> ascribe violence and/or all of our country's, or the world's problems
>>>> to the

>>>> faith of someone we might chat with casually in other circumstances.
>>>> |I'm

>>>> not asking this from a "victim" mentality in any form or fashion (far
>>>> from

>>>> jt). I'm just raising the question out of genuine curiosity and

>>>> broadening

>>>> the perspectives here.

>>>>

>>>> For one societal example, in New Orleans the ACLU is protesting (and
>>>> probably filed suit) against people in one community for wanting to
>>>> puild a

>>>> memorial to victims of Katrina - one that includes a cross. The land
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>>>> |S

>>>> private as is the funding, but as it is in public view, the ACLU is

>>>> taking

>>>> jssue. If we exercise equality of "rights” would that not give me the
>>>> right

>>>> as a Christian to file suit against an adult nightclub for a billboard
>>>> promoting topless dancing, with suggestive photos? No, that would
>>>> violate

>>>> the owner's right to free speech, and others' opinion of what is

>>>> "suggestive" and whether that could "suggest" anything objectionable
>>>> for

>>>> anyone. What is the difference? A cross isn't going to tempt anyone
>>>> to get

>>>> drunk, spend money that should be going to support a family, or worst
>>>> case,

>>>> rape a woman (really worst case, not a statistical norm that | know of,
>>>> at

>>>> |east hope not) - it is actually more likely to cause the exact

>>>> opposite,

>>>> put yet it is becoming a more common source of public outcry than crime
>>>> rates or corporate corruption.

>>>>

>>>> My prediction is that Christian churches will start being targeted by
>>>> the

>>>> ACLU and other "rights" groups not wanting structures of any kind that
>>>> promote Christianity in public view. And it wouldn't be much of a leap
>>>> from

>>>> there to having something as simple as praying over one's meal in
>>>> public

>>>> pecome grounds for dismissal from a restaurant, if not legal or

>>>> criminal

>>>> gction. Sure, that's extrapolation, but that may give you a bit of

>>>> insight

>>>> into why there seems to be more of a push by Christians to get

>>>> Christians

>>>> involved in political issues - not to take over or dictate, but to

>>>> protect

>>>> the freedom we are also supposed to be allowed. There are other
>>>> examples of

>>>> how this trend is progressing, but | have to get back to work. ;-)

>>>>

>>>> The thing is, most Christians believe it is coming. The question is,
>>>> who

>>>> wants to be on the side that one day tells me personally that | and my
>>>> family will no longer be welcome here? Just something to think about.
>>>> |

>>>> really don't mind opposing opinions in the least and enjoy

>>>> well-tempered
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>>>> discussions. My faith is far greater than any government, threat of
>>>> being

>>>> ostracized, or even death, so a little discussion is hardly a .

>>>>

>>>> | hope anyone reading this (however few ;-) will take it in the spirit
>>>> jtis

>>>> intended - just something to consider.

>>>>

>>>> Regards,

>>>> Dedric

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>>

>>
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